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Our Mission 

Eliot Chapel, a 

Unitarian Universalist 

community, gathers 

to foster free  

religious thought, 

nurture spiritual 

growth, and act for 

social justice. 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

100 South Taylor Ave. 

Kirkwood, MO  

63122-4310 

314.821.0911 

Sunday Worship 
9:30 and 11:00 am 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

The Newsletter of Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

February’s Theme: Understanding Evil 
 Evil is not a word that most Unitarian Universalists, with 

our sunny optimism about human nature, spend a lot of time think-

ing about. It is unfamiliar territory.  

 Several years ago, Robert and I decided to take a week-

long yoga class taught by a good friend at an Anglican monastery in 

West Park, New York about an hour and a half north of the city. I still remember joking 

about our vacation choice just seconds before we went in: “Well, it was between a trip 

to Vegas and the monastery...” We were breathless with laughter. And then we entered 

the building: a silent, dimly lit place.  

 A monastery is unfamiliar territory for most of us. The rooms are austere. The 

icons and imagery are not ours. Add to this, the vespers services held five times each 

day. The brothers did the haunting and beautiful Gregorian style chanting of the Psalms.  

All of the Psalms, including the hard ones, those calling for God to smite our enemies, to 

smash the heads of our enemies’ babies against rocks. It was a lot to take in.  

 At dinner time, we were allowed to ask questions, and several of us wanted to 

know about this. Couldn’t they skip these? Brother Scott answered, “Every human  

emotion is included in the Psalms, including some of the most awful ones, like the desire for 

murder and revenge of enemies. Every time we repeat those particular Psalms, I am acknowl-

edging that as a human being, I am capable of those feelings. They are a part of me, too.” It 

was humbling to hear someone like him, devoted to service and humility and goodness, 

own this part of himself. Jung called it the shadow. Brother Scott just called it part of 

being a human being.  

 We went on retreat for some measure of peace, and it was peaceful. It was 

winter, and we enjoyed looking out at the snow-banked Hudson River. As we took the 

yoga classes, walked in the woods and ate their wholesome and delicious food, we were 

also invited to do a certain amount of wrestling with the non-peaceful parts of the 

world, including ourselves. They were willing to walk with us. 

 This month, we will look at evil in human nature, in both the individual and the 

world around us. To make this choice requires us to venture into this unfamiliar terri-

tory of looking at our full selves, including the parts we don’t think are there.  

 And we also need to think about the world around us – the system we are a 

part of, benefit from, and swim in like water. We didn’t create it, and we cannot “fix” it. 

But we can acknowledge that it’s there. And that is the first, powerful step to making 

change. For this, we need a lot of encouragement and the good company of a faith  

community. 

 This month, if you wish, you may enter this unfamiliar place and contemplate 

the questions about evil. Put aside what you know. Listen and ask questions. Wrestle 

honestly. Let us be good companions on this journey.  

 

In faith, 

Barbara 

Leap of Faith 
Rev. Barbara Gadon, Lead Minister 

email: bgadon@eliotchapel.org 
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Eliot Unitarian Chapel is named in honor of William Greenleaf Eliot (1811–1887),  

founder of Washington University, who brought Unitarianism and  

a progressive civic spirit to the American West. 

In Sympathy      

Our condolences to Eliot families who have lost loved ones recently: 
 

 

Marty Rulo and family.  Marty’s husband, Joe Rulo, died on  
January 4 after suffering complications and a stroke  
following recent surgery.    
 

Angela Cook and her family.  Her brother, Michael Cook, died  
suddenly on January 4. 
 

Barb and Bart Natoli and family. Bart' s Mom, Jenny Natoli, died 
on January 5 at the age of 98. 
 

Barbara Crowley and family.  Barbara’s sister, Margaret (DeDe) 
Franken, died January 11 at the age of 85.  

Eliot Chapel’s Annual  

Chili & Games Night!Chili & Games Night!  
Saturday, March 7 

Watch Eliot communications for more details! 

Find Eliot Chapel Online … 

 Website:  www.eliotchapel.org 

 Like us on Facebook 

 Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

 Eliot Chapel Religious      

Education 

 Eliot Chapel UUers (group 

page) 

 Twitter 

 @EliotChapelUU 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/
https://www.facebook.com/EliotUnitarianChapel
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eliot-Chapel-Religious-Education/159851164054997
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eliot-Chapel-Religious-Education/159851164054997
https://www.facebook.com/groups/47576241259/
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From the Minister of Pastoral Care 
The Rev. Dr. Michael Hennon 

The Conversation 

Both longtime and recent Eliot members may struggle 

with how to tell their family and friends about our  

liberal church.  Depending on the dynamics and  

comfort levels, the conversation can go downhill 

pretty fast—or we imagine it will. 
 

We fear they won’t understand: UUs don’t all hold  

the same theological beliefs—about God, about faith, 

about any creedal doctrine.  I’m reminded of an article 

by Rev. Thom Belote.  In it Thom talks about his  

encounter with two amateur reporters from a funda-

mentalist Christian magazine: 
 

I introduced myself as a Unitarian Universalist minister. 

They asked me how to spell that, and then they asked me 

to explain what UUs believe. 
 

I explained that we are a covenantal faith, not a creedal 

faith. We share a covenant of how we try to be together, 

not a creed of what we all must believe together. 
 

Then the questions really began: “Well, does your church 

believe in the Bible?” 

My response: That is a creedal 

question. We are a covenantal 

church. We share a covenant of 

how we try to be together, not 

what we are expected to believe 

together. 
 

“Does your church believe in 

God?” they asked. That is a 

creedal question. We are a  

covenantal church. We share a 

covenant of how we try to be together, not what we are 

expected to believe together. 
 

This went on for a while. It took them a while to get this. 

They were being challenged to think in a new way. 
 

As we continue to be in covenant together at Eliot, 

may we overcome the fear of having difficult conversa-

tions with family, friends, neighbors—and also  

strangers—who don’t understand our faith yet.  We 

are all continually challenged to think in a new way 

when we talk about our religion with others. 

  

 

The shared plate collection for February will go to the Meacham Park Neighborhood Improvement Association 

to help establish the association’s newly-created Meacham Park Scholars Award. Each year this fund will 

provide much-needed support for two African American students from Meacham Park as 

they pursue their college degrees. 
 

The increasing diversity of our society reminds us that if our nation is to sustain its role as a 

world leader we must ensure that all Americans are given the necessary motivation, support, 

and opportunity for success.  The Meacham Park Scholars Award is a merit-based scholar-

ship created in order to reward African American students who pursue Academic Excel-

lence, School Leadership, and a commitment to Community Service.  These high-achieving 

students deserve recognition and support as they advance through their academic career. 
 

Meacham Park Scholars work hard to earn top marks, dreaming of the college they'll attend 

and the education they'll receive.  Our donation will help remove financial barriers so that 

the next generation of leaders can follow their dreams and create an inclusive, life-affirming, 

just and healthy world we want!  Furthermore, your donation will help send the message 

that their Kirkwood Community fully supports them and is committed to help them reach 

their full potential. The first two awards were given out at the recent concert held at Kirk-

wood High School on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Eliot is proud to be a part of this new  

effort to help deserving young people reach their dreams.   

During December  

Eliot Chapel  

raised $1,525 for 

Nurses for 

Newborns and  

$2,381 for the 

Minister’s 

Discretionary Fund. 

Sharing Our Bounty, Building a Dream 

email:  mhennon@eliotchapel.org 

meachamparknia.org/meacham-park-scholarship.html 

mailto:mhennon@eliotchapel.org
http://www.meachamparknia.org/meacham-park-scholarship.html
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In Touch with RE                              

Youth Sunday 2015 

February 8 - 9:30 & 11:00 am 

Eliot’s Senior High Youth Group will be 

leading worship for the Eliot commu-

nity.  This year’s worship theme is  
 

 
We hope you will join them for music, 

homilies, storytelling, and community, all  

led by Eliot’s own imaginative youth.  
 

email:  children@eliotchapel.org 

 

Eliot’s Got Talent:   

It’s Time for the Children’s & Youth Coffeehouse! 
Attention Eliot Children & Youth~   
Do you have a special talent that you'd like to share with your church community? 

Do you sing, dance, play an instrument, perform comedy, or 

have some other talent you'd like to perform? Are you 

looking for a fun evening with friends at church 

and LOTS of yummy desserts? 
 

If so, please make plans to attend the annual Youth Coffeehouse on Saturday, Feb. 21 at 

7:00 pm in the sanctuary. This is one of the most popular and well-attended events of the 

year, and it is great fun for Eliot family members of all ages. All children and youth in 

grades K-12 are encouraged to sign up to perform their special talent (singing, instru-

ments, dance, reading, comedy, improvisation, etc.) in this event. You can perform  

individually or in groups with other friends. This year’s event will be hosted and emceed  

by members of the Senior High Youth Group. 
 

To sign up, contact Christie Lee at christie@eliotchapel.org, or sign 

up on the sheet on the Religious Education bulletin board across from 

the elevator.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Scott Stewart, 

 Director of Religious Education 

 

mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
mailto:christie@eliotchapel.org
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Music Notes 

February is chock-full of musical potential - and we’d like to invite everyone who likes to 

sing to venture into the music program and see how they can make wonderful things  

happen! We are especially in need of men with low voices to sing bass in choir, so please 

keep that in mind.  
 

On Saturday, Feb. 7 the Partner Church link is hosting a Hungarian Dinner to celebrate 

our relationship with our Transylvanian UU family. This event includes live Hungarian music, 

wine and dancing! We’ll get to (virtually) meet the new minster and his wife at our partner church. Plans will 

be shared to travel to visit them in 2016. This could be turned into a musical pilgrimage to the land of our UU 

forefather, Bartok. We have friends who have successfully taken their choirs on tours like this and would love 

to see the Eliot Choir have that experience! But we must determine the interest. Please attend and explore the 

possibility. 
 

On Sunday, Feb. 8 our talented Eliot Senior High students will provide all the music during Youth Sunday. 

On Sunday, Feb. 15 at 3:00 pm the Friends of Music present a free concert of classical music in Eliot’s sanc-

tuary. For more info visit www.fomcstl.org. 
 

Music Sunday Prep 

In February the Eliot Choir will begin learning music for Music Sunday on April 19. This year Jan Chamberlin 

will lead an Earth Day celebration which will include excerpts from the “Missa Gaia” or Mass for the Earth by 

Paul Winter. This monumental work integrates world music and jazz with songs from the wild to celebrate the 

whole earth as a sacred space. It was commissioned by the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City 

as a contemporary ecumenical mass, and has been performed there every October since 1982.  This is where 

our UU hymn #163 “For the Earth Forever Turning” comes from.   
 

The choir will also be preparing special music for  

Canvass Sunday, Easter Sunday (April 5), and Flower 

Communion (May 17).  So, if ever there was a time to 

join the choir, it’s NOW! There are only 16 weeks  

left to sing this year! If you are interested, please con-

tact Jan Chamberlin at music@eliotchapel.org. 

email:  music@eliotchapel.org 

Featured Musicians in February  
 

Sunday, Feb. 1:  Chamber Singers; Dr. David  
Nalesnik, piano  
Sunday, Feb. 8:  Youth Sunday  
Sunday, Feb. 15:  Eliot Choir 
Sunday, Feb. 22:  Women’s Chorale; Pamela Triplett,  
soprano 

Women’s Weekend Planning in the Works 
The 2015 Women's Weekend will take place April 24-26 at Toddhall Retreat Center in  

Columbia, IL.  Ongoing planning sessions are being held, and the next two are scheduled 

for Sunday, Feb. 8 and Sunday, Feb. 22 at 12:30 pm in room 005. 

 

People are needed to fill the following positions on the Women's Weekend Committee: 
 

 Massage Therapist Liaison 

 Carpooling 

 Publicity 
 

If you are interested in helping with the Women's Weekend, please plan to attend.  Bring 

your ideas for workshops and contacts for workshop leaders.  If you can't be there but  

want to get involved, please email Karen Gottschalk or Cindi Gille-Rowley at  

womensweekend@eliotchapel.org. 

http://www.fomcstl.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:womensweekend@eliotchapel.org
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Three reflections on “Stronger Together” 
In January we heard a Sunday children’s story about a ridiculous group of butterflies who insisted 

on landing on the same mushroom every day.  Your Board of Trustees is intent on not allowing 

Eliot to become these butterflies.  Fundamentally, Eliot is about changing lives 

within and outside of Eliot, and doing things the same way forever more sim-

ply won’t get that job done.  On the other hand, your Board wants to be 

intentional and deliberate about how we encourage change.  We strive to 

both represent Eliot and to challenge Eliot.  To do this, we periodically check 

in with the congregation to gauge where they’re at.  Our congregation now has a different 

makeup than it did five years ago, so attitudes are likely different than when the Board last 

set concrete goals for Eliot.  These considerations drive the current Values Discovery  

project.  Please help the Eliot Trustees represent you by signing up for a session 

after either service through February.  Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board outside 

Adams Hall. It’s fun, fast and a way for you to get to know an Eliot companion. We are 

Stronger Together when our congregation works actively with their Trustees to plan our future together.  
 

This is the time of year when the Nominating Committee begins its work in deciding a new group of leaders to 

represent you as Trustees, to be voted on at the annual meeting in May.  If you have leadership skills and experi-

ence and are interested in helping to set the course for Eliot’s future, please submit your name to Justin  

Carney or Ellen Smith for consideration at nominating@eliotchapel.org.  
 

Finally, our 2014-2015 theme of Stronger Together can be extended outside of Eliot’s walls to our larger move-

ment.  Eliot has been thrust into the UU spotlight in recent months.  We are featured on the home page of our 

MidAmerica Region, and we have caught the attention and praise of UUA President Peter Morales.  It would be 

great if Eliot embraced this regional and national leadership role with strong representation at regional and  

national meetings. Having attended the national General  

Assembly meeting for the first time last year, I can affirm the 

value of these gatherings for hearing new ideas. The annual 

regional meeting takes place in Naperville, IL  

April 17-19.  The annual GA meeting is June 24-28 in 

Portland, OR. If you are interested in hearing how other  

congregations are making a difference in the world and attesting 

to how Eliot is doing so, these are wonderful opportunities. See 

Rev. Barbara or me for more information.  
 

Yours in service, 

Steve Mennerick, 2014-2015 Board of Trustees Chair 

email:  eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

 
 

Eliot Chapel welcomes our newest members  
who recently signed the membership book: 

 

Lauren Huber and Claire Wyneken 

mailto:nominating@eliotchapel.org
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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If you are new to Eliot Chapel or to Unitarian Universalism,  
we invite you to attend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 28 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm, Room 006 

Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon  
and Jeanne Olson, Membership Team Lead 

 

If you are a newcomer to Eliot Chapel, are considering membership, or would just like to get 
to know us better, this workshop is for you! Rev. Gadon and Jeanne Olson will introduce you 
to Unitarian Universalism and Eliot Chapel and explore with you what membership here 
could mean for you. You will also have an opportunity to share some of your own faith  
journey and get to know others. Lunch will be provided. Sign up on the bulletin board in the 
hallway between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall or on the Eliot website at  
http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre. Childcare is available if requested by February 22. 

While the cold turned away many 
for our January day trip we are  
optimistic that February will treat us 
better. Consider coming out on  
Saturday, Feb. 7 to explore your 
refuge in the Ozark hills. Those new 
to Bergfried are encouraged to come out but all are welcome. An optional 
guided hike or two will be offered, but feel free to come out and do your 
own thing or do nothing! Bring sturdy shoes and provisions for the day. 
Meet at the Eliot Chapel parking lot at 9:00 am to caravan or carpool (or 
come out separately if you prefer). Please RSVP to  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.com.  
 
Looking for ways to support Bergfried? We are a small group on the 
Bergfried Team. If you’d like to offer 

your support we’d be glad to have you. You don’t necessarily 
have to join the team or come to meetings. But if you’d like to 
offer your skills or time please let us know.  Some examples of 
our needs: leaders for day trips to the property, forestry mainte-
nance help, and general property clean-up. Let us know how 
you’d like to help by writing to bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org.  
 

~Shawn Cummings, for the Bergfried Team  

http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.com
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.com
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January was a busy month for social justice at 

Eliot Chapel! Thanks to all who..... 
 

 brought books for the Ferguson kids 

 traveled to Jefferson City for an Opening-Day-of-
the-Session Rally 

 watched and discussed the moving documentary 

“Traces of the Trade”  

 volunteered at and attended the King Day        

Celebration sponsored by the Meacham Park 

Neighborhood Improvement Association 

 stood with us at the 20th Vigil for Hope and Healing 

 attended the 2015 Legislative Preview Forum 

 signed up to get involved 

 shared ideas with us 

 participated in events involving justice issues in the 

wider community 
 

We’re all searching for ways we can make our commit-

ment to a better world visible in our lives. Each of us is 

unique, of course, and so our approaches will be differ-

ent, too. But together, combining the incredible range 

of interests, talents, and skills that make up the Eliot 

community, we can make a difference. Let’s keep the 

momentum going!   

Save the date! 

Saturday, February 21 
9 - ll am in Adams Hall 

 

A Systemic Approach to  

Dismantling Racism 
 

Come hear from a panel of experts 

about how long-accepted inequities 

in many areas, including education, 

housing, and policing and criminal 

justice, perpetuate racism. Learn 

also how we can work with others to 

build better, most just, systems that 

support all people, not just those 

born to privilege.  

2015 Lobby Days in Jefferson City 
Our legislators in Jefferson City need to hear from members and friends of Eliot Chapel! The Social 
Justice Team will be organizing carpools to the capitol several times during this session as we work to 
help our fellow Missourians.  
 

One of our priorities this year will be supporting efforts to expand Medicaid in Missouri. Currently, 
147,000 poor uninsured adults in our state fall into the “coverage gap” that results from our state’s 
decision not to expand Medicaid. These individuals have no health insurance, as their incomes are 
above current Medicaid eligibility, but below the lower limit for Marketplace premium tax credits of-
fered through the Affordable Care Act. We are working hard to close this Medicaid/ACA coverage gap. 
 

Planned Medicaid Expansion Lobby Days are all on Wednesdays: 
February 25, April 22 and May 6 

  

We are also planning to participate in lobby days addressing racial justice and education legislation.  If 
you’ve never participated in a lobby day, we predict you’ll find it 
a rewarding and eye-opening experience. It’s grassroots democ-
racy at its best! On the drive up, we’ll provide all the training 
you’ll need to feel comfortable and effective. If you think you 
might be interested in joining us, please sign up on the bulletin 
board, at the Social Justice table on Sundays, or email  
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org. We’ll keep you posted as each 
lobby day approaches. 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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Vigils Continue:  

Once a Month on the 

First Tuesday! 
 

On January 20, more than 50  

people attended the 20th Vigil for 

Hope and Healing, as well as a 

moving service in Adams Hall  

afterwards. Regular participants 

then met to discuss next steps. All 

felt there was value in continuing 

to stand as a congregation in  

support of “Black Lives Matter.” 

We plan to do this on the first 

Tuesday of every month (next 

vigil: February 3), in addition to 

all the other work we are doing to promote racial justice. In other words, we will stand in silent witness for 

our shared commitment, and then we will come inside and get busy with the hard work that commitment 

requires. We encourage you to join us! 

 

Denise Davidoff from Meadville Lombard Theological School was here for the January vigil with videogra-

pher Kat Touschner to interview participants and record the evening’s events. They’ll be producing a film to 

be shown at UUA’s June General Assembly in Portland, Oregon, highlighting outstanding graduates of  

Meadville including our own Rev. Barbara. 

Breakfast with the INN Crowd  
Raises Money for Room at the Inn  

On Friday, April 24 Room at the Inn will hold their annual fundraiser, 
Breakfast with the INN Crowd, at the Renaissance St. Louis Airport  
Hotel from 7:00-9:00AM.  This year your Eliot Chapel will be a  
sponsor.  It is a great way to help fund the programs at Room at the Inn 
and have a fun time with some Eliot friends.  The cost is $35.  In past 

years, we have seen some really great items in the silent and live auctions, and this year 
will be no different.  Eliot Chapel folks have regularly supported this event; about 20 
Eliot people attended last April.  It is always a fun time and it supports a worthy cause.   
 

Please put the date on your calendar and plan to attend.  To purchase tickets contact me; 
my phone and email are in the directory.  I will usually have tickets on Sunday and will 
have a table in Adams Hall on March 29 and April 5.  If you buy your tickets from me,  
I will be sure we all sit together.    
~Gary Gray 

email:  socialjustice@eliotchapel.org 

Save the 

date! 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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Women’s Alliance February Events 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 3:  The Round House by Louise Erdrich.  Discussion Leader - Julie Triplett 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 17: Speakers from Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis.  Coordinator - 

Lucille Rock 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 24:  Movie - "Happy." Coordinator - Janie Fowler 

February Young Adult Ministry (YAM) meetings: 
 

Sunday, Feb. 1 – 12:30 pm in the library.  Discussion on outside  

religions you've been a part of, observed, etc. 

 

Sunday, Feb. 15 – 12:30 pm in Room 006. Discussion on the influence 

of love in UU. 
 

Text “Eliot” to 84483 to receive YAM text updates! 
 

Questions?  Email youngadults@eliotchapel.org.    

Church Office Closed 
The Eliot Chapel church offices 

will be closed  

Monday, Feb.16 for the  

Presidents’ Day holiday. 

 

Caregiver Support Group at Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
The Eliot Chapel Caregiver Support Group is led by a church  

member who is a trained support group facilitator.  Additionally, the 

group is under the auspices of the professional ministers of the 

church.  It is open to any member or friend of Eliot Chapel who is a 

direct caregiver for a loved one with a life threatening illness or  

injury.  The Eliot Chapel Caregiver Support Group meets on the 

second Monday of each month from 1:00-3:00. 

 

What can support group participants expect? 

 Sharing of your story with others who understand this           

experience 

 Discussion of strategies to sustain your energy and spirit while 

caring for another 

 An opportunity for listening, learning and comforting 

 Sharing and discussion of community resources  

 Release of stress by talking and being with others who under-

stand your situation 

 Discovery that you are not alone in this challenging experience  

 A deep level of sharing and support 

 Utmost confidentiality 
  

For more information please contact Corinne Esneault at  

caregivers@eliotchapel.org. 

Upcoming book sortings for 

the Book Fair: 

February 21 and March 14 

If you can help, we start at 

9:30 am in rooms 001 and 

002 on the lower level of 

the nursery school building. 

The Book Fair is coming! 
March 20, 21 and 22 

mailto:youngadults@eliotchapel.org
mailto:caregivers@eliotchapel.org
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Covenant Group Mixer in March 
Have you been thinking about joining a Covenant Group?  Do you have questions about what 

Covenant Groups are like?  Would you like to experience a Covenant Group before you make a 

commitment to join one?  Now is a great time to get these questions answered! 
 

Please join us for a Covenant Group Mixer on March 8 at 12:30 pm in rooms 001/002.  The 

Covenant Group Facilitators will provide a light lunch and be available to answer any  

questions you have about Covenant Groups.  In addition, we will have a short Covenant Group 

session so that you can experience what it is like to be a member of a group. 
 

We plan to start new groups in April, and have a few openings in some existing Covenant 

Groups.   We will have sign-up sheets at the mixer, and then in Adams Hall after both services 

for the following few Sundays in March.  Childcare will be provided.  Please contact  

covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org with any questions or to sign up for the mixer. 

The goal of Women's Connection is to provide a forum for women at 
Eliot Chapel to connect.  We have been meeting every other month 
for almost a year now. Our goal is to offer a variety of opportunities 
for women at all stages of life to socialize, share and learn.  We have 
had good attendance at our meetings, and have had some really 
great conversations!  Please join us for our next meeting on Sunday, 
March 8 from 1:00-2:30 pm in the Senior High Room.  We plan to talk about Social Justice.  Child 
care will be provided.  Please contact womensconnection@eliotchapel.org with any questions.   

Partner Church News 
In January, after a very busy holiday season,  our partner minister, Sandor 

Kiss,  had some time to send us greetings.  Here is an excerpt from his note: 
 

Hello dear friends!  I hope you've all had some wonderful holidays, as we've had 
here.  It has been a very busy period for us, since we (Sandor and his wife are both 
Unitarian ministers) have 5 congregations to serve in all together, but it was very 
pleasant to celebrate Christmas in our new congregations.   
 

We would like to thank you very much for your care and all your support we've received from you last year 
and the years before that.  We are all waiting for a visit from you, it would be very good to meet and talk 
about the future of our relationships and the ways we could extend it.  So, we just want to let you know that 
whenever you could pay us a visit, you are welcome. 
 

In behalf of my congregations, the board leaders and my family, I wish you a happy new year, full of accom-
plishments and joy, both you and your family and your congregation. 
God bless you all, 
Sandor 
 

Currently, the Partner Church Link is planning a pilgrimage to Transylvania in April of 2016.   
Rev. Barbara Gadon is thinking about joining the traveling group, and we hope that other people 

from Eliot will consider going as well.  More on this trip in the months to come.   

~Beth Rossow for the Partner Church Link 

partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org
mailto:womensconnection@eliotchapel.org
mailto:partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org


 

Sunday, Feb. 1 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 “Awakening Goodness: Sleeping Beauty” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
We turn again to a familiar story for spiritual meaning. What do the archetypes of a sleeping  
princess, good and evil fairies and true love’s kiss have to teach us about our struggle between 
good and evil?  Come and find out!  

Sunday, Feb. 8 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
Youth Sunday  – “Imagination” 
The theme for our annual Youth Sunday worship this year is “Imagination.” Join members of the Senior High youth 
group for a service of music, homilies, storytelling, and community, all led by Eliot’s own youth. 

February’s 

worship  

theme is  

Understanding 

Evil 

Sunday, Feb. 15 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
"The Mindbug" – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon  
Social psychologists Mahzarin Banaji and Anthony Greenwald have coined the term mindbug for any "ingrained 
habit of thought that leads to errors in how we perceive, remember, reason, and make decisions."  Mindbugs are 
blind spots, particularly the ones we don't know about, which impact our ability to make ethical choices. Everybody 
has them - but what do we do with them? 

Sunday, Feb. 22 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“UU Hymn Theology: Amazing Grace” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon   
Next in our series, we will examine “Amazing Grace” for clues about our shared theology as a faith. Did you know 
this “classic” hymn was actually not even part of our hymnal until 1992? Or that the version we sing includes verses 
penned by both a former slave trader and one composed by slaves?  There’s a lot to learn here together.  

“Elegy to Connie” Film 

Social Justice Forum 


