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Our Mission 

Eliot Chapel, a 

Unitarian Universalist 

community, gathers 

to foster free  

religious thought, 

nurture spiritual 

growth, and act for 

social justice. 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

100 South Taylor Ave. 

Kirkwood, MO  

63122-4310 

314.821.0911 

Sunday Worship 
9:30 and 11:00 am 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

The Newsletter of Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

A Goat’s Tale 

Many years ago, I drove an old car across the country for my 

internship in Virginia. It failed the state inspection. Northern 

Virginia was not the kind of place where one could rely on 
mass transit, especially for parish ministry, and I was stuck. A 

couple in the church, Kerry Mueller and Dave Hunter, heard 

about this, and did something that felt wildly generous. They gave me a car. This 

was by no means a luxury vehicle; it was a 12-year-old Chevy they were getting 

ready to donate to charity for a tax deduction, but it was in beautiful condition. 

They had cleverly nicknamed it “The Goat” (Le Chevre). 
 

I was grateful and flummoxed. Two near strangers were giving me a car. I had 

always been taught to reciprocate gifts. What was I to do in return – give them a 

car? Dave handed me the keys, title and a meticulous file of service records. “I 

hardly know what to say,” I said, obviously feeling awkward. Dave said quietly, 

“People have done many kind things for me.” 
 

I vowed to never forget this “goat’s tale,” a moment I learned about generosity 

and believed in an abundant universe. It helped make me a more generous  

person.  
 

This month, we are considering generosity in different forms. Cultivating a sense 

of an abundant universe, which inspires us to be more open than fearful.  

Contemplating our core values, which inspire us to have a generous heart and 

spirit. One value in particular, to forgive others and ourselves, may require the 

most generosity of all.  
 

It’s also time for our annual canvass, another way we cultivate generosity. How 

do you consider your gift to Eliot Chapel? You might want to think about your 

own “goat’s tale” – some kindness that was done for you that you wish to repay 

by spreading kindness – through your church. Together, we make the world a 

more generous place.  
 

In faith, 

 
Barbara 

Leap of Faith 
Rev. Barbara Gadon, Lead Minister 

email: bgadon@eliotchapel.org 
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Eliot Unitarian Chapel is named in honor of William Greenleaf Eliot (1811–1887),  

founder of Washington University, who brought Unitarianism and  

a progressive civic spirit to the American West. 

In Sympathy      

Our condolences to Eliot families who have lost loved ones recently: 
 

 Gene Hutchins and family.  Gene's mother, Virginia  
Hutchins, died on Friday, Feb. 20 at home with family  
present.  

In the dark of winter shines a light 
Better known as Chili & Games Night! 

Bring your family, prepare for some fun 
Bring dessert and chili and we’ll vote for #1 

 
 

Date:  Saturday, March 7 
Time:  5:30 – 8:30 pm 
Competitions: Chili cook-off and dessert bake-off. 
Prizes awarded to best meat chili, best vegetarian chili, 
and best dessert. 
Games:  Charades, Scrabble and MORE 
Volunteers:  Welcome!  Please contact  
chiliandgames@eliotchapel.org. 
 

Childcare will be available in the nursery for children 
age five and younger if requested by Sunday, March 1. 
To request childcare, email scott@eliotchapel.org. 

Family, Friends and Fun at 

Prizes! 

mailto:chiliandgames@eliotchapel.org
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From the Minister of Pastoral Care 
The Rev. Dr. Michael Hennon 

Salad Days 

The phrase comes from Shakespeare, in Antony and 

Cleopatra.  We all have salad days, times when we 

were green, young—inexperienced in the world.   
 

When I first came here on Sundays—inexperienced, 

intimidated by strangers and by all the activity—I  

retreated to the balcony, observing unobtrusively.  

Gradually I moved below and warmed up to the  

community.  Wherever I sat, I noticed there were 

“regulars” at the service who sat in the same place.  

But I kept moving around; not only on Sunday, but in 

the life of the church as well.  Recently I had occasion 

to return to the balcony, and to the salad days I spent 

there.  The view from above is still the same. 
 

Soon we’re going to have Salad Days on Sunday—for 

those who are interested in joining one of our Cove-

nant Groups.  Throughout the month of March we will 

be signing up those who are willing to commit them-

selves: where one can experi-

ence the ministry of this church 

in a small Covenant Group  

setting.  Within a group of up 

to 10 people, you can get to 

know people you haven’t met 

or known yet.  Through regular 

sessions there will be opportu-

nities to explore questions on 

relationships to others, on  

ultimate concerns and on how 

one can be of service. 
 

In order to get a taste of what belonging to a  

covenant group is like, I invite you to come to our 

Salad Mixer, to be held after church on Sunday, 

March 8 starting at 12:30.  Details can be found on 

page 11 in this newsletter.  You don’t have to have 

been coming long; you don’t have to be brand new.  

And you don’t have to be young, inexperienced and 

green in the world.  We will still feed you.  So come to 

the Salad Mixer if at all interested in Covenant Groups. 

Eliot’s March offering will be shared with Connections 

to Success. 
 

In 1998, Kathy Lambert opened the first Dress for 

Success affiliate outside of New York to provide inter-

view-appropriate attire to St. Louis women coming 

from challenging situations. As months passed, she  

began to understand the many gaps in services suffered 

by those affected by generational poverty and/or  

incarceration – she realized that suits could not meet 

every need. She and her husband Brad created more 

programming to address employment, education,  

parenting, and personal health and wellness, and in 

2001 this group of diverse services became Connec-

tions to Success. The programming they created em-

powers the dependent to become independent and is 

now an evidence-based model that is impacting families 

throughout Missouri.   
 

Connections to Success model, Pathways to Success, 

provides a network of holistic services and lifelong 

support to empower people living in poverty to  

become economically self-sufficient. Their model, with 

lifelong mentoring at its core, delivers evidence-based 

results and impacts all areas of a person’s life. All of 

their services – including the Dress for Success cloth-

Helping Create Connections to Success 

email:  mhennon@eliotchapel.org 

ing boutique – are free to par-

ticipants. They also provide 

transportation for their par-

ticipants, which alleviates a 

common barrier to employ-

ment and grants access to 

much-needed social services. 
 

In addition to the shared  

collection, Eliot will be participating in an intergen-

erational service project and will be holding a 

suit drive, both to benefit Connections to Success.  

The service project will take place on March 28 

from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm.  Watch Eliot communica-

tions for more details.  During the month of March, 

we will be conducting an office clothing drive.  You 

can bring in gently-used suits, skirts, jackets, ties, 

shoes and accessories. Look for the collection box 

outside Adams Hall in the entryway from the parking 

lot.  Our donations will be used to outfit Connec-

tions to Success program participants for job inter-

views. 

During January  

Eliot Chapel  

raised $1,900 for 

COMTREA’s dental 

program for children  

connectionstosuccess.org 

mailto:mhennon@eliotchapel.org
http://www.connectionstosuccess.org
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In Touch with RE                              

email:  children@eliotchapel.org 

Child Dedications:  May 10, 9:30 am  
A much-loved ritual in Unitarian Universalist congregations is 

the welcoming and dedication of infants and young children as 

part of Sunday worship. We are currently planning to include 

this ritual on Sunday, May 10 during the 9:30 service.   

 

Families where one or both parents are members of Eliot 

Chapel are invited to contact Rev. Barbara Gadon no later than 

May 1 to discuss the meaning of the ceremony and the possibil-

ity of having your baby or young children included.   

Rev. Barbara can be reached at bgadon@eliotchapel.org or  

314-821-0911. 

 

You can also explore more about this UU ritual on the UUA's website, found here. 

 

 

RE REsources for Families  
Hey parents, family members, children, and youth: we have a new section on Eliot’s website just for you, featur-

ing UU resources, family activities, games, YouTube films, and much more. This is a great way to participate in 

UU activities as a family and from home. We’re adding new resources, articles, and activities each month. Check 

it out at http://www.eliotchapel.org/re_resources. 

 

You can also find RE pictures, resources, videos, recent Times for All Ages stories, and updates on the Eliot 

Chapel RE Facebook Page. Be sure to “like” us if you haven’t already.   

 

 

Youth Sunday 2015:  

Celebrating Imagination & 

Creativity  
A special thanks to the members of the 

Senior High Youth Group for leading 

worship for the Eliot community on 

February 8.  Eliot members and friends 

of all ages experienced songs, stories, 

and reflection from Eliot youth about 

the significance of imagination and  

creativity and their power to transform  

individual lives and communities.  Thank 

you for your wonderful leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott Stewart, 

 Director of Religious Education 

 

 

Eliot’s Senior High Youth Group 

mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/congregationallife/worship/ceremonies/6976.shtml
http://www.eliotchapel.org/re_resources
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eliot-Chapel-Religious-Education/159851164054997?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eliot-Chapel-Religious-Education/159851164054997?fref=ts
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Music Notes 

Our UU Sister Ysaye Barnwell in St. Louis 
On Saturday, March 14, from 10 am to 5 pm, Dr. Ysaye Barnwell and St. Louis men, 

women and children will circle within First Presbyterian Church of Ferguson and build vocal 

community by singing in the African-American tradition. 
 

I am inviting you to join us for this amazing experience.  Africans and African-Americans 

have raised their voices in song for hundreds of years in order to remain connected to their 

heritage, to tell stories, to protest, to boost morale…..to build community. Through this workshop, we will 

learn to do the same. True to tradition, all songs will be taught and learned by rote.  
 

Dr. Barnwell is an amazing Unitarian woman and a masterful facilitator.  Her heart shines forth 

with faith and joy and her deep voice soars with the angels.  Her wisdom and strength come 

from over 70 years of living, singing, composing, marching, teaching and leading. She contributed 

three hymns to our teal hymnal, Singing the Journey.  
 

Tickets are $20 each. All are welcome – all that’s required is a willingness to sing! Participants 

should bring a brown bag lunch and water bottle. A carpool will leave from Eliot Chapel. To 

purchase tickets online visit www.stlwomenshopechorale.org or call 314-727-3587. 

 
 

Seeds of Love Soul Light Concert  

Celebrating Spring 
Saturday, March 21  

7:00 to 8:30 pm at Eliot Chapel 

Featured artists will be Amy Camie, Healing Harpist; John 

MacEnulty, Native American Flute, and Trina Brunk, 

Singer/Songwriter Suggested admission $15 at the door. 

For more information visit www.amycamie.com and click 

“public events.” 

 

~Jan Chamberlin, Music Director 

email:  music@eliotchapel.org 

Featured Musicians in March  
 

Sunday, March 1:  Children’s Chalice Choir;                  
Chamber Singers  

Sunday, March  8:  Eliot Choir and band  
Sunday, March  15:  Women’s Chorale; Sarah         

Reutter, vocal soloist  
Sunday, March 22:  Chamber Singers  
Sunday, March 29:  Women’s Chorale  

The 2015 Eliot Chapel Women’s Weekend will be 
held Friday, April 24 through Sunday, April 26 at the 
beautiful Toddhall Retreat Center in Columbia,  
Illinois.  This year you have the option of staying 
over Friday night as well as Saturday.  On  
Friday evening you can get energized with Roz Marx 
and Linda Smith, and/or you can gather and relax with 
friends new and old in Blackburn Hall.  
 

The Saturday morning workshops will be Healing 
Touch, Bread Baking with Kate Magrath, Zumba with 
Angie Bowland, and Migrating Birds with the Audubon 
Society.  The afternoon workshops are Essential Oils, 
Container Gardening with Sugar Creek Gardens, Basic 
Wire Working and Earring Design with Linda  
Anderson, and—last but not least—Writing and  
Spirituality with our own Rev. Barbara Gadon! 

Your favorite  
activities will be  
returning – the White 
Elephant sale,  
button-making table, 
wine tasting, singing 
around the bonfire, 
and Sunday morning 
service in the outdoor 
chapel. 
  
Register online March 1 to March 28 
at www.eliotwomensweekend.com or look for us in 
Adams Hall on Sundays March 1, 8, 22 and 29.  We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
 

http://www.stlwomenshopechorale.org
http://www.amycamie.com
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotwomensweekend.com/


Page 6 Greenleaves 

How on earth did I wind up as chair of Eliot’s Board of Trustees?   
I still often scratch my head, perplexed.  It’s hard to articulate, but it comes down to 

YOUR stories and inspiration. It seems like it was just yesterday that I reluctantly slumped 

into the back row, dragged to Eliot after 20 years of rejecting church and religion. I was 

brought by a spouse who, disoriented by the 9/11 attacks, went in search of community 

and for ethics education for our young kids.  I flitted in and out on Sundays, not bothering 

to stop in Adams Hall.   
 

But a seed was planted; I started to listen.  I listened to the stories of fellow RE parents 

while we waited for classes to end.  I listened to life stories from the lectern of long-time 

and newer congregants.  I listened to stories of back-pew neighbors during greeting time.  

I listened to stories from the pulpit, brave stories that radically reclaimed religious terminology, stories unafraid 

to call a myth a myth while still affirming core meaning for the human condition. I listened to the passion of 

Eliot’s musicians, telling worded or wordless stories of immense power.  The stories kept me coming back on a 

nearly weekly basis.  I hung around more often in Adams Hall.  We signed the book.  I joined the choir.  We 

pledged.  
 

Then conflict came.  For me the departure of our previous ministers threatened my storybook. I nearly turned 

away.  But the seed had grown roots.  I reflected again on the stories.  Many of them told of growth through  

personal or external conflict, with UU values and principles as a beacon: worth, dignity, awe, gratitude, tolerance, 

love, care, forgiveness, creedless, covenant, community, justice.  The principles were worth staying for and  

affirming, even in the midst of conflict, especially in the midst of conflict.  We increased our pledge.  
 

I listened more deeply.  Arising from conflict, I heard new stories, stories of immense dedication, of resiliency, of 

transformation, of healing.  These were not only stories.  These were very real lives, lifted and sustained by this 

community, many with a renewed purpose of serving others and healing a broken world.  Inspired by the lives 

around me, I said yes when asked to serve on the Stewardship and Canvass Teams, then on the Board; maybe I 

could do a small bit from a leadership vantage to help others find the inspiration that I’d witnessed and experi-

enced.  As a result of my service, I have grown in unexpected ways.  We increased our financial commitment to 

5% of our income.   
 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for nourishing my growth with the inspiration of your Eliot 

stories.  I hope that by working hard at the governance of Eliot, I have been able to return the favor in some 

small way.  Because this is the Board chair’s column, I want to give a special shout out to my fellow Trustees, 

your representatives: Gary Gray, Louise Bradshaw, Sheryl Foster, Jordi Prats, Cindy Lau, Bruce  

MacKenzie, Holly Little, and Rev. Barbara.  I am extremely grateful that each of these folks and their prede-

cessors has woven their stories in with mine.  Your Trustees work hard between and at monthly Board meetings 

to validate the trust that you place in them. Each has his or her own story of being transformed by you and is 

proud to serve you.   
 

Yours in service, 

Steve Mennerick, 2014-2015 Board of Trustees Chair 

email:  eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

Breakfast with the INN Crowd  
Don’t forget the Room at the Inn fundraising breakfast will be Friday,  
April 24 at the Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel from 7:00-9:00 am.  
Save the date now.  Tickets will be available in Adams Hall on Sunday, 
March 29 and Sunday, April 5 or from Gary Gray. 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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Sooner than you know the ice and snow at Bergfried will retreat to 
reveal the first crocuses of spring.  Consider taking a trip to Bergfried 
as the warmer days arrive (though Bergfried is beautiful in the cold 
too!).  You can go out on your own, and the Bergfried team is happy 
to provide you with information and directions if you’ve not been  
before (just write us at bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org; and please 
always alert us when you plan to go).    
 
For those who want a (loosely) organized trip, consider joining us for our next guided day trip on Saturday, 
March 7.  The agenda for our day trips is up to those attending but we typically start with a short, easy hike 
followed by lunch.  In any case, you are welcome to come out and do your own thing or nothing at all.  Meet at 
Eliot's parking lot at 9:00 am to caravan/carpool or come out on your own if you like. A Bergfried team mem-
ber will show you the cottage, lead you on a hike or two, and provide a bit of Bergfried history. Bring sturdy 
shoes and provisions for the day. All are welcome and those new to Bergfried are especially encouraged. RSVP 
at least two days in advance by writing bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org so we know to expect you. 
 

This year we will be adding some new Bergfried events including day trips focusing on birdwatching,  
mushroom hunting, and astronomy.  Watch for details in this newsletter and in weekly Eliot communications. 
 

~Shawn Cummings  for the Bergfried Stewardship Team  

Sowing the Seeds 
Every year, the month of March brings the annual pledge drive to Eliot, 
a time when each of us is asked to make an important decision. As  
Reverend Barbara says, “it’s a time to take stock of where our beloved 
community is now – and where we want to go in the future.” 
 

We ask that you see this not as a time of obliga-
tion, but as a time of joyful opportunity.  

So much is going on here, both within our walls and beyond. How can each of 
us be part of a truly exciting new era in the life of Eliot Chapel?   
 

You will receive a booklet in the mail soon, highlighting some of the things we 
most value about this place – and outlining the process through which each of 
us can make our promise to its future.   
 
At both Sunday services on March 8, we’ll be handing out pledge cards for all 
members and friends. We hope you’ll plan to attend that day, ready to partici-
pate – generously and joyfully – in our collective pledge to this beloved commu-
nity. If you can’t be at church that day, we’ll mail you a card.  
 

In the end, some of our pledges will be large. Some of our pledges will be small. 
But ALL of our pledges are an essential part of Eliot’s future. 
 

The Canvass Committee 
Pete and Ann Ruger, chairs 
Louise Bradshaw, Ken Denson, Gary Gray, Karen Fuchs, Linda Korinek,  
Bruce and Jennifer MacKenzie, Dave Salivar, Cayla Suter,  
and Bruce and Trish Williams 

Email:  bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
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           The Remembering James Reeb  
Film Series continues with 

 

“Citizen Koch”  
Friday, March 13 

7 pm in Adams Hall 
 

With the U.S. Supreme Court’s  
Citizens United ruling opening the 
floodgates for unlimited political 

spending, it’s now easier than ever to 
buy an election. But what happens 

when the voters realize that the  
billionaires and corporations doing the 
buying do not have the people’s best 

interests at heart? Alternatively  
terrifying and wickedly funny, “Citizen 
Koch” asks a defining question: will 

big money destroy not only the Repub-
lican party, but our democracy itself? 

Greenleaves 

“A March for All Ages:  

From Kirkwood to Selma with Love” 

Sunday, March 8 at 5 pm 
 

Join Eliot as we march to commemorate the 50th  
anniversary of the march from Selma to Montgomery. 

We’ll be symbolically “crossing the bridge” again,  

continuing our ongoing witness for racial justice. Our 

route will take us west on Argonne, south on Clay over 

the RR bridge, east on Madison, and north on Taylor –– 

a total of about half a mile. 
 

We will be joining thousands of other Unitarian Univer-

salists across the country who will be “crossing the 

bridge” for justice on Selma Sunday. All ages are  

welcome – strollers and wheelchairs, too. Wear  

comfortable shoes and warm clothes if it’s cold. We’ll 

share supper afterwards in Adams Hall.  
 

If you plan to participate please sign up on the bulletin 

board, at the Social Justice table on Sunday, or at  

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org, so we know how much 

food we’ll need.   

Next Vigil for Hope and Healing 
Tuesday, March 17, from 6-7 pm 
Stand with us, as you have been doing for 
months, as we make clear our commitment 
that “Black Lives Matter.” Then come into 
the warmth of Adams Hall afterwards for 
soup and discussion.  

Intergenerational Service Project 
Saturday, March 28, all day 

Join us for a day of service to help our March shared 

plate recipient, “Connections to Success.”  The event 

will be at the Grace Hill facility located at 2125 Bissell 

Street in the city. Details for this interactive, reward-

ing day will be available soon, but in the meantime, 

you may indicate your interest by signing up on the 

bulletin board or at the Social Justice table or by 

emailing socialjustice@eliotchapel.org. 

Coming Soon! 
The third offering in the “Becoming Powerful Allies” series 
will begin in April. The class is limited to 14 participants, so if 
you’re interested, be sure to get your name on the list soon.  
 

Also, if you’re interested in joining a racially-diverse “Bridges” 
group, a new one will be forming at Eliot soon.  The group will 
consist of 8-12 individuals who meet four to six times a year in 
a variety of settings chosen by group members. Conversations 
will center around racial or cultural issues and current events. 
Members discover not only a breadth of opinions, but often 
profound insights into why people hold their beliefs. 
 
For more information on either the “Becoming Powerful Allies” 
class or the new Bridges group, sign up on the bulletin board, 
at the Social Justice table, or by emailing  
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org. 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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email:  socialjustice@eliotchapel.org 

“Fabric of Oppression” Workshop 
Saturday, March 21 
9-11:30 am in Adams Hall 
 
 

How do you identify yourself in terms of ability, race and/or ethnicity, sexual orientation, faith, age, and 
gender identity and expression? These are sometimes referred to as "identities."  In this workshop, we 
will explore the intersections between identities.  With each identity there are groups that are targeted 
with oppression and those that gain a dominant role or privilege just for being in that group.  We call it a 
"fabric" because each thread of identity is interwoven with the others, forming a tapestry.  Most of us 
will find ourselves in both targeted and dominant identities.  As a participant, you will explore the Fabric 
of Oppression, find yourself within it, and begin...or continue...a journey of social justice. Look for sign-
up sheets on the bulletin board or at the Social Justice table in Adams Hall on Sundays. 

Eliot Chapel’s shared Sunday plate donations during February have been crucial in 
launching the newly established Meacham Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-
tion’s Scholars Award.  This program is a merit-based scholarship created in order to 
reward African-American students who pursue academic excellence, school leadership 
and a commitment to community service. If you missed our collection or want to give 
more, click on www.meachamparknia.org/meacham-park-scholarship.html to contribute 
online, or mail a check payable to The Meacham Park Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 
220664, Kirkwood, MO 63122.   
 

Sydni Jackson, a senior at Kirkwood High School, is one of two recipients of an MPNIA 
scholarship, awarded at the Martin Luther King Day celebration on January 19th.  For 
the past three years Sydni has maintained the highest grade point average out of the African-American students in her 
class.  She is a member of the National Honor and the Hispanic Honor Societies.  Summer volunteering has included Kirk-
wood Public Library’s and Meacham Park’s Reading Buddy programs, and Kirkwood School District’s JumpStart Program 
for elementary students before the school year starts.  For the 2014 Special Olympics she was a team captain.  An aca-
demic tutor one night a week at her church, she also serves as President of her Youth Fellowship.  A viola player for nine 
years, Sydni is a member of the Kirkwood High School Symphonic Orchestra and also of Webster University’s Chamber 
Orchestra.  She attended the Missouri University of Science and Technology Pre-College Initiative.  Her college goal is to 
earn a Bachelor of Science in Geological Engineering with a minor in Spanish.  The support and encouragement of Sydni’s 
neighborhood and community can’t be underestimated. 

2015 Eliot Book Fair: March 20-22 
Friday, March 20— Preview sale 2:00 to 6:00 pm.  $3 per person ($5 per family) 
Saturday, March 21— 9:00 am to 3:00 pm (no fee) 
Sunday, March 22— 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  (no fee) 
 

Books in good condition will be accepted for the Book Fair until March 8.  Please no textbooks or  
encyclopedias.  Book donations can be dropped off in the library. 
 

Many volunteers are needed for the three-day event and also for Wednesday and Thursday, March 18 
and 19 for set-up. We will be recruiting volunteers to 
help us set up, work the book fair and close down.   
Sign-up sheets will be available in Adams Hall after 
both services on March 1, 8 and 15.  After that, sign-up 
sheets will be posted on the library door.   
 
You can shop for great used books and benefit Eliot's 
Library and Women's Alliance. 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.meachamparknia.org/meacham-park-scholarship.html
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Women’s Alliance March Events 
 

Tuesday, March 3 -The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt.  Discussion Leader - Claire Robertson 
 

Tuesday, March 17 - Dealing With Hearing Loss - Speaker Ann Frost from Paraquad.   

Coordinator - Ann Marie Hutson 
 

Tuesday, March 24 - Carondelet Historical Museum Field Trip.  Coordinator - Marilyn Fallert 

The OurEliot Team (Brian Krippner, Cindy Lau, Jennifer MacKenzie,  
Lanette Tanaka and I) has been serving the Eliot community since June 
2014. During that period we captured and forwarded to Rev. Barbara a num-
ber of inputs about the operation of the church. I'd like to recap the "numbers" 
and highlight a few changes going forward: 
 

Past: We received 34 inputs consisting of four compliments, 14 suggestions, and 16 concerns. Although we don't retain the 
names of our customers for summary reporting, I estimate we interacted with a couple of dozen people or more in Adams 
Hall. These were forwarded to the Lead Minister who is responsible for the daily operation of the Chapel (i.e. the means to 
achieve our ends or goals under Policy Governance).  Suggestions or concerns that were actionable were either delegated 
to the responsible staff or personally followed up by Rev. Barbara. 
 

Future (some changes of note): 
 Lanette Tanaka has stepped down from the team.  Please join us in thanking her for her service over these months. 
 Rev. Barbara will be acknowledging all inputs received going forward, so you will have confirmation that your perspec-

tive was communicated and that the ourEliot process is trustworthy. 
 Although email is an awful medium for communicating feelings, we will begin accepting input submitted this way 

(ourEliot@eliotchapel.org). Please include your full name and phone in the email, so we can reach out to you if clarifica-
tion is needed.  Please also include why this topic is important to you, history of previous communications, and what you 
desire as a result. 

 

Many are the sessions in Adams Hall when no one comes to the ourEliot table. You might think this is a good thing, that 
there are no concerns, but there are no compliments either.  I believe a healthy congregation is one in which there is a lot of 
feedback of all kinds. Your part in making us feel less lonely is this: next time you’re in Adams Hall, come by the ourEliot 
table and tell us something you appreciate about Eliot Chapel.  If you have a suggestion or concern, tell us that as well. We’ll 
all feel better because you did. 

Help Wanted: we are now recruiting for new members of the team.  If you’d like to know more about serving in this capacity, 

please contact me or any current members. 

 

~Ted Lau, for ourEliot 
ourEliot@eliotchapel.org 

 

Coming soon to Eliot Chapel's 

website:  

an online directory, new and  

improved electronic giving portal, and 

the ability to check your pledge status and  

update your personal information at any 

time!  Watch the weekly email and Order of Service in the coming weeks for 

more information. 

Eliot Grandbabies! 
Congratulations to new grand-
mother Jan Erdman on the birth 
of her twin grandbabies. Jan’s 
son Nat and his wife Beth  
welcomed babies Leo William 
and  Violet Maya on February 4.   

mailto:oureliot@eliotchapel.org
mailto:oureliot@eliotchapel.org


Page 11 www.eliotchapel.org 

Covenant Group Mixer  
Have you been thinking about joining a Covenant Group?  Have questions 
about what Covenant Groups are like?  Would you like to experience a Cove-
nant Group before you make a commitment to join one? Now is a great time 
to get these questions answered! 
Please join us for a Covenant Group Mixer on Sunday, March 8 at 12:30 pm 
in rooms 001/002.  The Covenant Group Facilitators will provide a light lunch 
and will be available to answer questions.  In addition, we will have a short 
covenant group session so that you can experience what it is like to be a mem-
ber of a group. Childcare will be provided. Please RSVP by March 1 if you will 
need childcare. 
We plan to start new covenant groups in April, and have a few openings in  
existing groups.  We will have sign-up sheets in Adams Hall after both services 
most weeks in March and also at the mixer.  Please contact  
covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org with any questions, to sign up for the 
mixer and to request childcare. 

Women's Connection offers a variety of 
opportunities for women at Eliot Chapel at 
all stages of life to socialize, share and 
learn. Our topic for March is Racial  
Justice.  Please join us Sunday, March 8 
from 1:00 - 2:30 pm in the Senior High 
Room.  We will be watching and discussing 
"Cracking the Codes." 
 

"Cracking the Codes: The System of Racial 
Inequity" features moving stories from  
racial justice leaders including Amer  
Ahmed, Michael Benitez, Barbie-Danielle 
DeCarlo, Joy DeGruy, Ericka Huggins, 
Humaira Jackson, Yuko Kodama, Peggy 
McIntosh, Rinku Sen, Tilman Smith and 
Tim Wise. Childcare will be provided.  
Please RSVP by March 1 if you will need 
childcare. To RSVP or with questions: 
womensconnection@eliotchapel.org. 

Partner Church News 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Partner Church's Hungarian Dinner.  We had 72 people sign up 
and all had a wonderful time eating Hungarian food and listening to Hungarian music played by Flo Reaves 

and Sue Goldford.   We also enjoyed the  Hungarian dances demonstrated by a couple from the St. Louis Folk 

Dance Society.  Clint Blandford showed slides of our partner village and discussed the history of Eliot's in-
volvement with the Partner Church program.  Look for pictures from the dinner on the screen in Adams Hall 

after the Sunday services. The pictures and video that Sandor Kiss (our Partner Church minister) sent to us did 
not arrive in time for the dinner, but we will share those in the coming weeks. 

 

At the dinner Rev. Barbara Gadon announced plans to get together a group to travel to Transylvania,  
probably in the fall of 2016.  We are hoping to travel with a group from First Church, since their partner 

church is located near  our partner village.  To clear up some confusion:  our partner church is located in the 
Transylvanian area of Romania.  The Unitarians there are ethnically Hungarian. 

~Beth Rossow for the Partner Church Link 

partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org 

Attention Eliot Men 
The Sensitive New Age Guys of  Eliot Chapel will hold its annual 

Men’s Advance on May 1, 2 and 3. A sign-up board will be set up 

in April outside Adams Hall.  Watch Eliot announcements for more 

details. 
 

We are currently seeking help and suggestions.  The Pigmaster is 

grayed, older and needing some apprentices.  While one youngster 

has spoken up, we still need adult help.  This apprenticeship will  

include the knowledge of  ordering, getting and the proper anointing 

of  the pig.  Also preparing the oven, operating the oven, and serving 

the pig. 
 

Also, I would like suggestions for a side dish.  Past side dishes have 

included potatoes and macaroni and cheese.   Ideas? Can you help?  

Please contact Gene Hutchins at mensadvance@eliotchapel.org.  

Daylight Savings Time 
begins Sunday, March 8.  

Remember to “spring  
forward” and set your 
clocks ahead an hour! 
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Sunday, March 1 – 9:30 and 11:00 am “Prodigal”– Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
To kick off March’s theme, “generosity,” Rev. Barbara examines the parable of “The Prodigal Son.” Forgiveness is 
the opposite of resentment, a much easier response to conjure for many of us when we are wronged. It requires a 
generous spirit. How do we forgive someone and mean it?  

Sunday, March 8 – 9:30 and 11:00 am      “For the Beauty: Sowing the Seeds” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon   
We till the ground, plant the seeds, fertilize and water the soil. We marvel at the green shoots and bursts of color that 
appear. We keep tending and tending, and witness amazing beauty and new life. Come celebrate this place of beauty, 
justice and nourishment that is Eliot Chapel, and celebrate what our gifts bring to life. Come, make your yearly  
commitment to this place we treasure. And don’t forget to spring forward!  

Sunday, March 15 – 9:30 and 11:00 am     “What Matters Most”– Rev. Barbara H. Gadon  
What do you value?  How do you know? Usually the answer to this question comes from a story, a moment in your life 
when you realized what was really important. And after the discovery, comes the living. In this service, we invite you 
to think of those moments, and name the values that they capture. What do we value? And how do we live our values 
– together?  

Sunday, March 22 – 9:30 and 11:00 am      “The Road from Greed to Giving” – Rev. Dr. Michael Hennon 
There are numerous examples in religions of giving.  There are sacrifices to gods/goddesses.  There are versions of 
the Golden Rule in every religion—in which a deal for reciprocity is made.  The bargain says, in effect, if you give up 
something, you will get in return many spiritual gifts.  What does gift exchange—the journey and the transformation 
it creates—provide us on the road from greed to giving? 

Sunday, March 29 – 9:30 and 11:00 am   “Freedom Tales” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
In anticipation of Passover, we will explore stories of Exodus: freedom, deliverance and miracles.  

Children’s & Youth Coffeehouse 
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Kids Store 
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