
stories you would like  
future generations to 
know. Jennifer Mackenzie 
is starting a class this 
month to help with this 
process. Who we are is 
shaped by those we came 
from. Who we are helps 
form those who come 
from us. In our “free and 
responsible search for 
truth and meaning” (our 
fourth principle!) we have 
a hand in making this  
possible for our kin.  

My parents had wonderful 
habits with family  
pictures. They took  
hundreds, beautifully 
sorted, and hand wrote 
descriptions on the back: 
“Clear Lake 1953” or 
“Jeffie and Stevie, ages 5 
& 3.” When we were  
going through boxes in my 
father’s passing, we saw 
another habit: stuffing 
picture frames with layers 
of photos. To open one 
was to watch a child grow 
progressively younger: my 
sister at 8, until several 
layers down she was a 
baby again. My parents 
grew up in the Depression, 
where you learned to be 
both frugal and modest in 
your display of family.  
 
Going back further, the 
flow of pictures and infor-
mation grows thinner. I 
grew up knowing only one 
of my grandparents, my 
Grandpa Hoag, an odd 
man with a loud voice, 
possibly alcoholic, and no 
conversation skills. He was 
a hard person to know. 
What’s more, he refused 
to go through the old  
albums of thick, early 20th 
century portraits and tell 
my father who the people 
were. It made him too sad, 
he said. And that was that.  

Our theme for November 
is “ancestry.” What do you 
know about yours? Is it a 
source of identity or  
unanswered questions? 
Are there triumphs and 
embarrassments?   
What information is lost in 
adoption? I can under-
stand the fierce passion of 
adopted children to 
search for birth mothers. 
What information is lost in 
history? Branches of black 
family trees, whole coun-
tries of origin. I recently 
met someone who has 
changed her last name, 
not wanting to take the 
name of the master,  
several generations ago.  
 
There’s not much we can 
do about how helpful or 
unhelpful our ancestors 
may have been. Some-
times we can’t overcome 
the gaps in our knowl-
edge. But there’s a lot we 
can do going forward. This 
year as the holidays  
approach, I encourage us 
all to be helpful ancestors. 
Collect the stories. Ask 
older relatives about 
themselves as young peo-
ple, and what they know 
about their parents and 
grandparents. Get out  
pictures and ask  
questions. Write or tell the 

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

www.eliotchapel.org 

November 2015 

Our Mission: 

Eliot Chapel, a 

Unitarian Universalist 

community, gathers 

to foster free  

religious thought,  

nurture spiritual 

growth, and act for 

social justice. 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org
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Sharing Our Bounty 

Let Us Break Bread Together 

Eliot Chapel's traditional Bread  Services take place at 5:00 pm on 
Saturday, Nov. 21, and 9:30 and 11:00 am on Sunday, Nov. 22. You 
are invited to bring bread to share with the congregation. Especially 
meaningful are loaves reflecting ethnic background and loaves you 
associate with Thanksgiving, harvest, and extended family. This is a 
service for all ages - a celebration spanning the generations. If you 
would like to bring bread to share at one of the services, please 
decide in advance which service you will attend and sign up on the 
bulletin board between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall no later 
than Sunday, Nov. 15 to reserve a spot. Please bring the bread  
already sliced. 
 

Quilts Tell Our Stories 

As part of our preparation for the  

annual Bread Service we invite you to 

share quilts for decoration in the  

Sanctuary.  Quilts need to be clearly 

marked with your name, and be  

delivered to the front office at Eliot no 

later than noon on Sunday, Nov. 15.   

If your quilt has a story, please feel 

welcome to print or type it on a small 

card, and affix the card to the front of 

your quilt, so the story can be shared 

with members and friends. Questions?   

Contact Flo Reaves. 

access to a living 

wage, quality educa-

tion, good housing,  

affordable health care, 

and a safe place to 

raise children.  

 

MCU is committed to 

acting powerfully in 

the public arena in  

order to transform our 

congregations and our 

community. MCU is the 

lead organizer of the 

Accountability for All 

Public Meeting on  

November 1. See  

page 9 for details.   

 

 

 

 

In November we will 

be sharing some of our 

Sunday collection with 

Metropolitan Congre-

gations United (MCU). 

 

MCU is an interdenomi-

national, multi-racial 

community organiza-

tion of religious  

congregations in the 

St. Louis Metropolitan 

Region that are  

working for a common 

purpose: to create a  

better life for all  

residents.  MCU oper-

ates on the belief that 

all people should have 

In September, 

 Eliot Chapel  

collected $1,625  

for Missouri  

Jobs with Justice 

mcustl.com 

Once again this year, 
Eliot’s Bread Service  
collection on Saturday, 
Nov. 21 and Sunday,  
Nov. 22 will go to  
providing bread for the 
needy elderly in our  
partner village of 
Nyaradszentmarton,  
located in the Transylva-
nian area of Romania. 
This collection is a long 
tradition at Eliot Chapel 
and is a tremendous  
assistance to those who 
receive it. Please give 
generously. 

http://www.mcustl.com


UU Luminary Leaders: 

Aislynn Pasierb & Elena Bowland 
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Congratulations to Eliot youth Aislynn Pasierb & Elena  

Bowland, who were recognized as Unitarian Universalist  

Luminary Leaders. Luminary Leaders is a program sponsored by 

the Unitarian Universalist Association which recognizes, at the 

national level, outstanding youth leadership, participation in 

their UU congregation, and involvement in the wider UU community.  You can read more about 

this program at http://www.uua.org/re/youth/leading/luminary. 

 

Aislynn & Elena are leaders in the Senior High Youth Group and participate in the Eliot congre-

gation in a number of ways.  Both are active participants in worship services and they volun-

teer in children’s programming.  Aislynn will serve as the Lead Christmas Pageant Director in 

2015, and Elena is a member of the Eliot 20/20 Facilitation Team.  Both Aislynn & Elena are 

graduates of the 2015 UU Youth Leadership School and regularly lead youth group activities 

along with their peers and adult leaders. Congratulations, Aislynn & Elena, on this amazing 

milestone and achievement, and for all of the leadership and gifts you share with Eliot. 

Save the Date: 

The annual Christmas Pageant & Family Holiday Potluck is almost 
here. This year’s festivities take place on Saturday, Dec. 12.  

A special thanks to this year’s Christmas Pageant Director Team, which is 
made up of six Senior High Youth Group members: 
 

Aislynn Pasierb, Lead Pageant Director 
Miranda Allen, Colleen Lee, Camille Mussman,  Ian Pallares, 
and Noah Rowan 

 

Thanks also to Denise Mussman for working with the team. Watch for 
more information, or contact Scott Stewart at scott@eliotchapel.org. Tentative Schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 12 

 

*2:30 pm 

Pageant rehearsal & carol 

practice (*exact rehearsal 

time depends on your  

Pageant role)  

 

4:30 pm 

Pageant service in the  

Sanctuary 

 

5:15 pm 

Family holiday potluck in  

Adams Hall  

to Eliot’s newest members: 

Kate & Greg Walter 

http://www.uua.org/re/youth/leading/luminary
mailto:scott@eliotchapel.org
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Jordi Prats, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

In Search of Passion 

I read an interview with a Renault auto-
motive designer a few years back.  He 
argued that bold vehicle design elicits 
one of two responses.  Some people 
can’t stand the look of the new car and 
buy the competitor’s new model.   
Others love it with such a passion that 
they will pay a premium for it.  The 
most interesting insight was that  
Renault’s profits were greater with 
bold designs purchased by a passion-
ate few than with bland cars which the 
masses found moderately appealing. 
 
In the years since I read that designer’s 
interview, I’ve applied the concept in 
the business world:  Articulate your 

point of view about 
something and stick to 
it.  Be willing to accept 

that some potential clients will walk 
away.  Your solution may not address 
everyone’s needs, but it will be perfect 
for some, and they’ll be passionate 
about it, pay for your services, tell their 
colleagues and help you grow. 
 
I was also reminded of that notion 
when I was on Eliot’s Ministerial Search 
Committee a few years ago.  Ministerial 
candidates wanted to lead a church 
that believed in something.  We  
listened to congregants’ wishes for the 
future and presented them 
with a lead minister candi-
date who saw great poten-
tial and could work with the 
Board to transform the 
church over the long run. 
 
That designer’s interview 
still comes to mind as the 
Board is engaged in Vision 
20/20, the process through 
which we listen to your   
stories and wishes, distill 

them to their essence, and follow a 
process that results in a bold vision, 
mission and set of goals (End State-
ments).  Basing our design on safe and 
predictable ideas is likely to inspire no 
one.  If we want a place to enthusiasti-
cally call our church home, if we want 
our grown children to nurture their 
spirits here, if we want Eliot to truly 
make a meaningful difference in the 
lives of people – within and outside 
our walls –, we need a picture in our 
heads that generates passion. 
 
A Core team of the Board of Trustees 
will shortly move from the listening 
phase of Vision 20/20 to discerning 
what you collectively said.  They will 
recommend a revised vision and  
mission for Eliot Chapel at our  
December Board meeting.  Once 
adopted by the Board, we will move  
in January to rewriting our End State-
ments which we will communicate to 
the congregation in May and delegate 
to Rev. Barbara to achieve over the 
coming years. 
 
I look forward to hearing your input, 
to the output of the Core team led by 
Chair-elect Cindy Lau, and to the bold 
and passionate Eliot Chapel of 2020. 
 

 

2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
J o r d i  P r a t s ,   
C h a i r  
 

C i n d y  L a u ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

G a r y  G r a y ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

B r u c e  M a c K e n z i e ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d  
 

D a v i d  C o x  
 

S h e r y l  F o s t e r  
 

H o l l y  L i t t l e  
 

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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Handbell rehearsals for Christmas Eve begin on Tuesday, Nov. 10 from 7:30-8:30 pm in 

the Music Room. This can be a fun, intergenerational activity and a good way to volunteer 
for the church. To be included in the Bell Team or if you have any questions, please contact 
Jan Chamberlin.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

music@eliotchapel.org 

You are invited to join us for the  
40th Anniversary Renaissance Madrigal & Christmas Rout  

December 3, 4, and 5, featuring:   
 Ye Greenleaf Singers 
 Ye Royal Actors of The Not-Ready-for-Reformation Players           

performing “A Prescription for Christmas” 
 Ye Recorders of the St. Louis Madrigal Consort 

 

Eliot Chapel’s Sanctuary will be transformed into Queen Elizabeth I’s Grete Hall hung with Medieval  
banners and Christmas greenery.  Guests will enjoy Wassayl, Wyne, Savory Appetizers & Flaming Yule 
Log for Dessert.  (Guests may also bring additional provisions.) 
 

Reservations may be made in Adams Hall on Sundays in November;  
at www.eliotchapelmadrigal.org; or by email to madrigal@eliotchapel.org. 

Cost:    December 3 & 4 ~ $30       Saturday, December 5 ~ $35    
Fifty percent of the price is a tax deductible contribution to Eliot Chapel. 

Seating is limited; make your reservations early.  Buy a table for eight and receive a discount! 
Volunteers:  Sign-up sheets for wine stewards, serving wenches/lads, kitchen workers, crews for set-up, take-down, etc.  
will also be in Adams Hall during November.  Help make this a happy and successful 40th anniversary by attending one night and 
volunteering another. This event began 40 years ago as an all-church, intergenerational activity open to the community.  Invite 
your friends to the party!  Huzzah!! 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!  

In Sympathy 
We extend our condolences to Eliot  
families who have recently lost  
loved ones. 

Bob Brooks and family. Bob's brother, 
James Brooks, died peacefully at Bob and Wendy's 
home on September 29.   
 

Michelle Clark, Joel Brotherton and their children Nina 
and Tessa. Michelle's father, Jerry Lee Peterson, died 
on October 18. 

The Women's Alliance Book Fair (to be held 

March 11-13) needs your old books in good 

condition. The money raised helps provide 

donations to Eliot Chapel, a variety of chari-

table groups, special programs, and educa-

tional scholarships. Books can be left in the 

Du Bois Library in Adams Hall. If you need 

help getting your donations into the building 

please call the church office (314-821-0911) 

a day or two ahead, so we can arrange help. 

Looking for featured musicians in November?  

See page 12! 

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapelmadrigal.org
mailto:madrigal@eliotchapel.org
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Winter Beauty at Bergfried 

The winter months provide ample oppor-
tunities  for connection and reflection at 
Bergfried.  Plan a visit on your own or join 
us for one of the upcoming events be-
low.  The heated cottage remains  
available during the season as well 
(reserve the cottage by writing to  
bergrfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org).   

Our next day trip is Saturday, Nov. 7.   

A Bergfried Team member will lead a hike 
or two and will provide a chance to tour 
the Bergfried cottage.  Or feel free to 
come out and do your own thing.  Bring 
sturdy shoes and provisions for the 
day.  Meet at the Eliot Chapel parking lot 
at 9:00 am to caravan/carpool or come 
out on your own if you know the 
way.  Please RSVP to  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org so we 
know to expect you.  

 

Mark your calendar for the 4th Annual 
Bergfried Winter Warm-Up in  

Adams Hall to be held Saturday, Jan. 23  
beginning at 6:00 pm. The Bergfried Team 
will host a potluck gathering featuring a 
Bergfried-style music circle and a slide 
show of recent Bergfried events.  More 
details to come. 
 

Keep up with Bergfried happenings and 
upcoming events by following us on  
Facebook (search "Bergfried Forever"). 
 

Please note 

that the 

Bergfried  

property closes 

during deer 

hunting season 

for safety; 

please avoid 

visits to the 

property from 

November 14 

through  

January 3. 

Columbus Day Weekend at Bergfried 

~Shawn Cummings for the 
Bergfried Stewardship Team 

mailto:bergrfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org


Seasons Change, but SJA Work Goes On 
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With a grand finale of  

raking leaves on Hallow-

een morning, Eliot’s 

“re-adoption” of 

Kirkwood’s Fillmore 

Park concluded its  

loving care of the park for 

the 2015 season.  From 

late April through October 

Eliot volunteers have  

donated over 100 hours to 

weeding, de-vining trees, 

pruning branches, turning 

soil and removing fungi in 

shrubbery beds, pruning 

spent iris, planting a 

flower bed and deadhead-

ing the flowers, edging 

walks, raking leaves, pick-

ing up sticks and trash, 

and painting benches. 

 

Claire Robertson has been 

the enduring leader of the 

Eliot Chapel Fillmore Park 

Project and participants 

have been David Cox,  

Marsha Fleming, Sara 

Fleming, Charlie 

Fogleman, Dick 

Gordon, Laura Gray 

and children, Rich 

Heuermann, Jerry 

Higginbotham, 

Jeanne Kloeckner, Curt 

Kristofitz, Bruce 

MacKenzie, Barb Natoli, 

Flo Reaves, Janet Solecki 

and children, Rob  

van Alstyne, Bruce and 

Trish Williams, and Faith 

Williams.  Much apprecia-

tion to all, whether you 

worked once or every 

time!  The Parks Depart-

ment should know by  

December whether a 

grant comes through for 

extensive park renova-

tion starting in the 

spring or summer, 

which will affect our 

2016 efforts.  We’ll be 

awaiting further devel-

opments. 

  

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org 

Vigils Continue 

Vigils for Hope and Healing 
EVERY Tuesday 
6-7 pm on Eliot’s front lawn 
Our original “Black Lives Matter” sign may 
have been vandalized last month, but we 
will continue to stand proudly each week, 
now in front of the replacement sign, to 
show our ongoing commitment to a more 
just society for all. 

 

“Happy Bottoms” Diaper Drive  

a Great Success! 

Thanks to all Eliot members who participated 

in our October diaper drive for the St. Louis 

Diaper Bank.  We collected over 2,000 diapers 

for families in need who 

have no other support  

agencies to help provide 

diapers for their little ones. 

More info?   

Contact Jan Erdman. 

 
New banner dedication October 18 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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On the Calendar 

 

Women’s Alliance 

Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing 
to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

November Meetings 
Tuesday, Nov. 3 - Let's Take The Long Way Home by Gail Caldwell.  Discussion leader - 
Beth Rossow 
Tuesday, Nov. 17 - Witnessing Whiteness.  Speaker - Christy Fry.  Coordinator -  
Julie Triplett 
Tuesday, Nov. 24 – Southside Early Childhood Center Visit.  Coordinator - Janis Cox 

Vespers Service 
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 6:45 – 7:25  pm in the Eliot Sanctuary 
Vespers is an intimate and quiet sunset evening service offered on the first Wednesday of each month 
during this church year.  Join service leader Ted Lau on November 4th at 6:45 pm in the Sanctuary.  While 
being grounded in a biblical monotheistic tradition, this service will be inclusive in language, creedless, 
invitational (non-coercive), and consistent with Unitarian and Universalist interpretations of this source of 
our faith. Service elements will include lit candles, a Psalms reading, meditative music / singing, bread 
sharing, and speaking together the prayer taught by Rabbi Jesus. Readings from Fr. Henri Nouwen’s book 
Life of the Beloved will be featured.  All are welcome.   

Start your holiday shopping list … it’s almost time for the  

Eliot Holiday Bazaar on December 6 & 13  

Eliot Chapel will hold its annual Holiday Bazaar in December. At this holiday craft 

and goodies sale, which takes place on Sundays in Adams Hall, either 100% of the 

proceeds go to a charity or 50% of the proceeds go to Eliot Chapel. If you are a  

vendor interested in selling your goods, please contact Administrative Assistant 

Mecy Stanfield in the church office at 314-821-0911 or frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

by November 22. 

The church  

offices will be 

closed on 

Thursday,  

Nov. 26 and  

Friday, Nov. 27 

for the  

Thanksgiving 

holiday. 

YAM November Meetings: 
Sunday, Nov. 1 
12:15 pm in Rooms 001/002 
 

Sunday, Nov. 29 
7:00 pm - Game Night at First Unitarian Church  
of St. Louis 
Questions? Email youngadults@eliotchapel.org. 

mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:youngadults@eliotchapel.org
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If you are new to Eliot Chapel or to Unitarian Universalism,  

we invite you to attend 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Saturday, December 5 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm, Rooms 001-002 on the lower level 

Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon and Jeanne Olson, Membership Team Lead 
 

If you are a newcomer to Eliot Chapel, are considering membership, or would just like to get to 

know us better, this workshop is for you! Rev. Gadon and Jeanne Olson will introduce you to  

Unitarian Universalism and Eliot Chapel and explore with you what membership could mean for 

you. You will also have an opportunity to share some of your own faith journey and get to know 

others. Lunch will be provided. Watch for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway 

between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall. You will also be able to sign up on the Eliot website at  

http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre.   
 

Registration closes on Thursday, Dec. 3. 

Childcare is available if requested by Sunday, November 29. 

Series of monthly writing workshops on 

the spiritual memoir, led by Jennifer 

MacKenzie. 

Registration closes November 11. First workshop  is November 15. 
Learn more on the Eliot website at eliotchapel.org/adultre. 

Sign up on the bulletin board at Eliot or email souljourney@eliotchapel.org. 

Accountability for All Public Meeting 

Sunday, November 1 from 3:00-4:30 pm 

St. Louis University Busch Student Center, Laclede Station and Grand Avenue 

Over the course of the past year, numerous personal stories have surfaced, making it clear that we need to both talk about 

policing in Kirkwood, and take action to seek improvements in the relationship between law enforcement and the African-

American community. Members of Eliot Chapel are invited to participate in this large, public meeting with police chiefs 

and elected officials from all over the St. Louis area. The goal is to gain a commitment from people in power to implement 

the recommendations of the Ferguson Commission, released last month.  The meeting is being organized by grassroots 

groups, including Metro Congregations United.  The Kirkwood Policing Committee, organized by members of Eliot Chapel 

and Rev. Barbara, has met twice with Chief Jack Plummer of the Kirkwood Police Department. The group is thrilled to  

report that at its most recent meeting, the Chief has committed to attending the accountability meeting to represent  

Kirkwood. The group has also met with Chief Plummer about the practices and policies of the KPD as they pertain to implicit 

bias in stops and use of force, as well as police accountability, and will continue to do so.  Look for flyers at Eliot or contact 

the Social Justice in Action team at socialjustice@eliotchapel.org.   

http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre
http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre
mailto:souljourney@eliotchapel.org
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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There’s a buzz in the air at Eliot 
Chapel this fall, as members and 
friends engage with Becoming the 
Beloved Community. This year-
long process, through which the 
congregation becomes “effective, 
joyful and courageous partners in 
the struggle for racial justice and 
healing,” invites each of us to take 
part at a level that feels right for 
us.  
 

Some of us have been working for 
racial justice issues for years,  
others have just begun to think 
about the issues. Most are some-
where in between. But wherever 
you find yourself along this road, 
you are invited to continue your 
journey, intentionally trying to 
learn more, to connect this learn-
ing to your spiritual life, and to 
engage with others as you con-
tinue this work. 

BBC Film Series  

 

Here are two Friday night 

films that will allow us to 

share conversations about 

race, discrimination, and 

stereotypes.   

 

Friday, November 6 

“Ella Enchanted” at 5:30 pm 

A film for all ages! Roger Ebert 

called it “a high-spirited 

charmer ... that sparkles with 

delights.” Bring your family (or 

just yourself!) and a picnic sup-

per. We’ll have popcorn, lemon-

ade and cider to share. And 

you’re invited to wear your Hal-

loween costumes one more 

time so we can all enjoy them! 

 

Friday, November 20 

“Prom Night in Mississippi” 

at 6:30 pm 

Join Scott Stewart and Senior 

High Youth leaders Elena  

Bowland, Aislynn Pasierb, 

Miranda Allen, and Colleen Lee  

to view and then discuss this 

powerful documentary, which 

Morris Dees calls “.... at once 

heart-breaking and inspiring.” 

Families of all definition are 

welcome! And again, popcorn, 

lemonade and cider will be pro-

vided. NOTE: The film is rated 

“Youth 15+” by Common Sense 

Media. It includes some swear-

ing and racist language. You 

decide if this is right for your 

kids.   

 

All films are in Adams Hall. 

Questions about BBC? Click here for answers! 

How YOU Can Be Involved: 
 Try to spread your efforts among 

three areas: 1) educational, like read-
ing a book on the justice system or 
attending a forum on housing; 2)
spiritual, like attending services or 
exploring the role that justice plays 
in your belief system; 3) engage-
ment, like wearing a Black Lives    
Matter button or speaking up when 
you hear a racist comment at work. 

 Try to commit to at least six such 
efforts before May 2016: two educa-
tional, two spiritual, and two en-
gagement. You may find yourself 
doing more, but it’s a great place to 
start. 

 
And for those of you who can’t get out 
much, there’s lots to be done from the 
comfort of your own home through 
books, films, computers, etc. Watch for 
the BBC Opportunities for Growth each 
week in This Week at Eliot. 

We’d love to hear about your  

BBC journeys! Email us at 

BBC@eliotchapel.org. 

Click on the image above for a closer look 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/bosworthconcertflyerFINAL.pdf
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/BBCQandA092715.pdf
mailto:BBC@eliotchapel.org
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Each month Eliot will recognize one or two individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness, hard 
work and committed, joyful spirits. The Volunteer of the Month may have done something especially noteworthy that month, 
or they could be someone who has volunteered faithfully for a long time, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them. If you would like to suggest a volunteer to recognize, let us know at frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.  

 

When it comes to multi-tasking and keeping many 

balls in the air at once, Steve Mennerick is a  

master juggler!  
 

Fresh off a stint as Board Chair in 2014-2015, Steve 
could have chosen to sit back and relax for a while. 
But that’s not his style. He is assisting this year’s 
Board with their important Vision 20/20 campaign, 
lending his hand to the BBC Team as chair of the  
Advisory Group, and he has jumped on board as a  
Pastoral Care Associate. During all of this, Steve has 
maintained his commitment to singing in the Eliot 
Choir as well. In his spare time (?!), Steve also plays 
trumpet and has started an intergenerational brass 
group with the Mennerick and Rekittke families.  
 

Steve’s commitment to Eliot is ongoing and much appreciated. That’s why Steve Mennerick  is Eliot Chapel’s 

Volunteer of the Month for November 2015. Thanks for all you do for us Steve! 

 

A Peek Behind the Curtain 

There's always lots of activity behind-the-

scenes making sure the Eliot Chapel  

facilities are cared for and maintained. 

Sometimes, it is obvious, but often it is 

not.  Facilities Assistant Myron Simms 

works hard not only keeping things clean, 

but also taking care of many minor  

repairs.   

 

Some projects have also been completed  

recently, and others are on the drawing 

board. I want to take this opportunity to  

update everyone on what's going on: 

 

 Over the summer, we had the roof of 

the Sanctuary updated.  All old shin-

gles were removed and new shingles 

were installed.   

 Drainage in the courtyard was         

improved over the summer, as well. 

 The dishwasher with the broken door in 

the kitchen will be replaced soon. 

 A team led by Curt Kristofitz is exploring 

our options in addressing the condition of 

the handicap ramp for the Adams Hall         

entrance.  We anticipate that work will be 

done next spring. 

 Kennedy Painting will be coming in after 

the New Year to repaint Adams Hall and 

the Guest Center.  That's the same com-

pany that handled repairs and repainting 

of our Sanctuary not too long ago. 

 

If you have questions or  

concerns about our facilities, 

please don't hesitate to bring 

them to my attention! 

 

Charles Lewis, Administrator 

admin@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:admin@eliotchapel.org


Eliot Chapel Clergy 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon, 

Lead Minister 
 

Rev. Dr. Michael Hennon, 

Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. John Robinson, 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Eliot Chapel Staff 
 

Scott Stewart, 

Director of Religious Education 

Christie Lee, Asst. Director of 

Religious Education 
 

Jan Chamberlin, 

Music Director 

Dr. Leon Burke III, 

Choir Director 

Pianists: 

     Sue Goldford 

     Dr. David Nalesnik 
 

Charles Lewis, 

Administrator 

Jamacia Stanfield, 

Administrative Assistant 

Terri Burtin, 

Communications Specialist 

Myron Simms, 

Facilities Assistant 

Ed Liebman, 

Sunday Custodian 

 
 

November Worship 

Sunday, November 1 – 9:30 and 11:00 am  
“The Thin Places” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
A Día de los Muertos service! All Saints/Souls Day is a time when the border 
between the living and dead is supposed to be "thin." As part of the service, 
we will place photos or mementos of people and pets we wish to remem-
ber on our ofrenda, a traditional Mexican altar honoring 
loved ones who have passed. Please bring a photo or 
memento to church that day.   
Featured musicians: Women’s Chorale and the “No Strings Attached” Winds.  
 

Sunday, November 8 – 9:30 and 11:00 am  
 “The Change We Did Not Choose” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
There are parts of our world that we long to be different. The events of this 
past year in Ferguson and across the country have stirred a longing for change 
that will end racism, and we are seeing some. We also know that things can 
change in ways that we did not choose. Rev. Barbara will explore some of the 
struggles around these changes, both in our community and in the wider 
world. Featured musicians: Eliot Choir; Pamela Triplett, soprano. 
 

Sunday, November 15 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
"The Candles Our Ancestors Lit for Us: the Michael Servetus Story"   
Rev. Roger Bertschausen, Guest Preacher 
Our sixteenth century, Spanish-born ancestor Michael Servetus lived an amaz-
ing and courageous life.  His story has all the makings of a Hollywood block-
buster.  His legacy remains significant--not just for Unitarian Universalists in our 
country but also particularly for Unitarians in Transylvania.  Come and hear his 
story and reflections on his legacy. Featured musicians: Greenleaf Madrigal  
Singers and the Chamber Singers. Rev. Bertschausen is the assistant to the 
president of Eden Theological Seminary for Special Projects and a church  
governance consultant with Unity Consulting.  
 

Saturday, Nov. 21 – 5:00 pm AND Sunday, Nov. 22 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Claiming the Ancestors” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
Annual Bread Communion Service  
Who are your people? Who do you claim as your ancestors? How do they live in 
you today? Some Eliot Chapel members and friends will share their answers 
with us. Please bring the bread of your heritage.  Featured musicians: Bluegrass 
music both days; Saturday - Women’s Chorale; Sunday - Eliot Choir. 
 

Sunday, Nov. 29 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“ ‘Sheer Holy Boldness': A Covenant of Risk for Today” 
Nic Cable, Guest Preacher 
In the continued, fragile struggle for solidarity and justice, Unitarian Universal-
ists are awakening to an ethic of risk that calls us into deeper covenant and 
sustained action. Sharon Welch invites us to nurture an ethic of risk, an ethic 
rooted in the literature and writings of African American women and men. 
With sheer holy boldness, Nic Cable offers a humble vision for our ministry and 
lives together as UUs. Featured musicians: Women’s Chorale; Melinda  
Ohlemiller, guitar and vocals. Nic is a lifelong UU and a candidate for  
ministry. He works full time for the Unitarian Universalist Association in  
Stewardship and Development.  

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 

September – May 

 

10:00 am only 

Memorial Day through  

Labor Day 

 

November’s worship theme is Ancestry 

Remember to turn your 
clocks back the night 
before! 


