April 2016
Eliot Unitarian Chapel
100 South Taylor Ave.
Kirkwood, MO 63122
314-821-0911
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org

Office hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Our Mission:
Bound by
courageous love,
growing in spirit,
and inspiring
compassionate
action.

Leap of Faith
On March 16, Eliot Chapel held a forum
for both city council and mayor candidates of Kirkwood. It was hosted by
Kirkwood Neighbors United, a citizen
group that meets monthly at Eliot to
improve the quality of life for marginalized people in Kirkwood. Someone
suggested that we create a new format:
instead of using the League of Women
Voters’ method of collecting questions
on index cards, we would call on people
at the microphone. We thought it would
create a more human connection
between candidates and citizens if
people could see faces and hear voices.
Out of courtesy, we sent an email
describing the format to each of the
candidates. One of them wrote back,
expressing worry about so open a
format in “the current political climate.”
I understood what this meant. There’s a
chill wind blowing in the public square,
and it’s frightening. This candidate was
particularly anxious about being asked
about the so-called “Religious Freedom
Restoration Act,” which would allow
businesses to discriminate against samesex couples on religious grounds. Or as
Anne Lamott would put it, spiritualizing
their hysteria. Then there was the St.
Louis rally for Donald Trump, held just a
few days before the forum. Protesters
were arrested and bloodied by Trump’s
supporters - encouraged by the candidate. That afternoon, in fact, I saw two
young teenaged boys swagger down
Lindbergh Boulevard carrying a giant
Trump banner. I learned later that these
same boys had threatened a smaller boy
and left him shaking and terrified.

I started to get
nervous, myself.
Perhaps it would
have been
better to stick
to the cards.
Then I rememRev. Barbara H. Gadon
bered all the
Lead Minister
disciplines we
bgadon@eliotchapel.org
had in place
and the contributions people were going to make to
help ensure success.
KNU members carefully worked out the
logistics and timing. Eliot staff set everything up for us. Sheryl Foster, an Eliot
Trustee and veteran Toastmaster, would
keep people within the time limits. Ken
Denson worked through the use of microphones with me. (If anyone had gotten
out of hand with their comments, Ken
and I had a “cut” signal!) On suggestion
from staff, I asked the Kirkwood police to
send a plain clothes officer to attend the
forum. I was committed to making sure
candidates rotated the order of answering questions and that audience members
were given turns fairly. I would also be
vigilant that people were asking questions, rather than making speeches, not
an easy task under any circumstances.
I said, “Before we begin, I’d like to say
that given the current political climate, we
have a great opportunity tonight to
model civil discourse. So I am trusting you
to keep your questions relevant,
productive and respectful of everyone.
Continued on page 2
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Leap of Faith (cont’d.)

It’s my job as moderator to make sure we stay on that course. If I find we are veering
off of it, I will bring us back.”
The evening was a success. The candidates were disciplined and crisp, and people
asked good questions. Someone did ask about the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act. Candidates pointed out that Kirkwood is one of only 17 municipalities with a city
ordinance against LGBT discrimination, and one of only three that has provisions for
enforcement. If this became law, it would be a real setback for the city. Most candidates clearly stated they did not support the act, and the tone of everyone was highly
respectful.
Creation is a messy business, and needs many people to work well. When people
work together like this, we create a more humane world.

P.S. As I write, it is too soon to tell you the final results of our
pledge drive. Let me just say now that I deeply appreciate the
generosity of all who have given. A number of you have increased your pledges, which helps us to compensate for increased
costs over last year and hopefully, get closer to our goal of better
compensation for our staff. So far, we have had 33 new pledges
this year, which makes us that much stronger as a congregation. I thank our
canvass team for all their hard work – generating food and fun, skits and heartfelt testimonials, and the hearty souls who work the phones to make reminder
calls. And new this year - a small troupe of dedicated members who agreed to
reach out to others and invite them to participate in this critical aspect of being
community – giving. Blessings on you all. In the next few weeks, we’ll see how
we did!
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Leaders Among Us
Congratulations to Ian Pallares, Noah Rowan, Aislynn Pasierb,
Camille Mussman, and Nina Clark, who will represent Eliot at the
2016 UU Youth Midwest Leadership School (YMWLS) in Beloit, WI
July 10-16.
YMWLS is an intentional community of UU youth and adult advisors
designed to engage youth in all leadership aspects of a UU faith
community, including worship, religious heritage, individual spiritual
exploration, social justice, and leadership skills development. YMWLS
participation is a significant investment in the future for UU youth
and congregations, since it develops strong youth leaders who can
use their skills and passions to contribute to their church and the
larger UU community wherever their faith journey takes them.
Eliot Chapel has a rich history of youth participation at YMWLS. Including this year’s participants, 11 Eliot youth
will have experienced YMWLS since 2013, including two being invited to serve on staff, which Aislynn Pasierb will
do this summer and Colleen Lee did in 2015.
Aislynn, Nina, Noah, Ian, and Camille are active leaders in youth group and participate in the Eliot community in
numerous other capacities, including volunteering in the Religious Education program, co-directing the Christmas
Pageant, and participating in worship services. Congratulations to the 2016 “Eliot Five” on this honor and for representing Eliot at this UU community.

UU Luminary Leader Recognition: Ian Pallares
Congratulations to Ian Pallares, on his recognition as a Unitarian Universalist Luminary
Leader. Luminary Leaders is a program sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist Association
which recognizes outstanding youth leadership, participation in their congregation, and involvement in the wider UU community. Other recognized Luminary Leaders from Eliot include current youth Colleen Lee, Aislynn Pasierb, and Elena Bowland, and recent graduates
Phoebe Mussman, Kendra Cross, and Mel Priese.
Ian is a leader in the Senior High Youth Group and active in the Eliot congregation in numerous ways. He serves on the Sound Team and assists with worship services and other church
events. In the fall of 2015, Ian served on the Board of Trustees’ Vision 20/20 Team and facilitated gatherings of
Eliot adults and youth to explore the congregation’s values and mission. In 2010, Ian was a part of the national UU
Children’s Choir, and in July 2016 he will attend the UU Youth Midwest Leadership School in Beloit, WI.

Questions about
Religious Education for
children and youth?
Email
children@eliotchapel.org

In Case You Missed It …
Eliot's participation in the UUA Youth Luminary Leaders program was featured in the national UU Youth Blog. Four current
youth are recognized as Luminary Leaders, plus three youth
alumni in the article “Cultivating a Culture of Youth Leadership.” And they had some pretty great things to say about
Eliot’s Director of Religious Education Scott Stewart. We’re
proud of Scott and the entire RE staff, not to mention our
youth leaders! Click here to read the article now.
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The Culmination of Vision 20/20:
Setting New Goals to Drive
Change into the Future
Please consider these words:

Jordi Prats,
Board of Trustees
Chair

The people of Eliot Unitarian Chapel of
all ages and walks of life will:
 care for and connect with one
another within our shared covenant,
even when it is uncomfortable;
 achieve greater spiritual maturity;
 deepen our Unitarian Universalist
identity;
 nurture leadership and service in all;
 create a more just society, further
dismantle racism, and improve the
environment.
We aim to make a positive difference
within, among, and beyond ourselves.
These new ENDS were
approved by the Board
of Trustees at the
March meeting. They are the culmination of a year of work designed to
understand the Values of the Chapel
and to reconsider our Vision and
Mission. These are captured below,
and led to the Ends you’ve just read:

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
2015-2016
Board of Trustees
Jordi Prats,
Chair
Cindy Lau,
Chair-elect
Gary Gray,
Treasurer
Bruce MacKenzie,
Secretary
Angie Bowland
David Cox
Sheryl Foster
Holly Little

VALUES: Inspiration, Compassion and
Connection
VISION: Creating a just world through
vibrant, beloved community.
MISSION: Bound by courageous love,
growing in spirit, and inspiring
compassionate action.
You provided input to much of
this process, by sharing your
Eliot stories and answering this
question: What does Life call Eliot
to be?
While this process involved a lot

of meetings and a lot of talking, it is
ultimately about inspiring action.
Everything we do in the coming years
should trace directly to one or more of
these Ends. If a proposed action does
not connect to our Ends, we should
not engage in it. Our focus will determine our impact.
So what’s next? You’ll soon begin seeing our Mission and Ends in Adams
Hall, in our orders of service, on our
website and elsewhere. Rev. Barbara
will interpret these Ends, explaining to
the Board what they mean to her and
what she will do to achieve them. If
her interpretations are reasonable, the
Board will approve them and begin
annual monitoring. This is the essence
of Policy Governance: the Board
listens carefully to the congregation
and determines the Ends of the
Chapel, then empowers the lead
minister to make them happen.
It’s been a very busy period for the
Board, Rev. Barbara and many others
who provided input and helped to
refresh the Ends of Eliot Chapel. This
work becomes the foundation of
Eliot’s future self, our Vision 2020 and
beyond.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Music Notes
Music Sunday - April 17
St. Louis debut of “Sources” by Jason Shelton
Leon Burke will take the baton to present our Music Sunday services this year. In 2005 Jason
Shelton co-wrote with the Rev. Kendyl Gibbons, “Sources: A Unitarian Universalist Cantata.”
It is a multi-movement choral work which engages our theological diversity through a musical
exploration of the six sources of our living tradition. It is a celebration of Unitarian Universalism, a statement about who we are today and where we are headed in terms of our selfunderstanding as people of faith. The work is
Jan Chamberlin,
scored for SATB chorus, piano, strings and
Music Director
percussion. Each movement speaks to one of
our sources through a unique musical style,
reflecting our diversity of beliefs. Shelton and Gibbons set out to
present each theological tradition present in Sources with integrity
and respect. In the end, they realized they wanted to do the same with musical diversity, using styles that never
play together on the same stage, and the final piece they needed was Hip-Hop. We have a guest rapper coming to
Eliot Chapel from Massachusetts! For more about “Sources” please visit www.uuworld.org/articles/the-story-thesources-cantata.

music@eliotchapel.org

Friends of Music Concert - Sunday, April 3
Final Concert of the Season
The final Friends of Music concert for this season takes places April 3 at 3:00 pm in the Eliot Sanctuary. This free
program will feature soprano Sharon Sullivan singing arias from Mozart, violinist Caroline Maichel playing Brahms’
Sonata in A Major Op. 100, and flutists Paula Bernhardt and Paula Kassica with recorder player Lura Koch playing
works by Yuko Uebayashi, Doppler and Telemann. For more information, please visit www.fomcstl.org.

Operating Policies & Procedures
Are you wondering about Eliot’s policies?
Do you have questions about Eliot’s
guidelines & operating procedures?
The Eliot community is invited to explore
the Chapel’s policies & procedures,

to Eliot’s newest members

Lisa & Eric McDade, Annie Girresch, and Dana Withers
and to newborn

which can be found at
www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws.
Eliot also takes considerable pride in

Clara Edith Husky,
born on March 9 to parents Jennifer and Matthew Husky.
She was also welcomed by grandparents Bill and Becky Coalson.

how hard we work to keep the entire
Chapel community safe. All Eliot members and friends are encouraged to famil-

Flowers for Eliot

iarize themselves with the Safe Congre-

The Flower Team delivers and displays one floral arrangement
(live or artificial) for each Sunday worship service. The flowers
help beautify the Sanctuary, and the team members get to
offer their talents in floral design. Flower arrangements can also
be a way to celebrate a life, milestone, anniversary or remembrance of a person or event. If you are interested in joining the
team or have a Sunday you would like to provide flowers, please
contact Carolyn Burke at flowers@eliotchapel.org.

gation Policy, found HERE. The policy has
even been adopted by several of the UU
MidAmerica Region’s youth councils for
outlining safety expectations for regional
youth events.

P a g e

6

Multigenerational Conservation Expedition (MCE)
Saturday, April 23 & Sunday, April 24 at Bergfried
Eliot members, friends, families, and people
of all ages are invited to join Eliot youth
leaders Aislynn Pasierb, Elena Bowland and
other Eliot friends for a weekend of service,
fellowship, and multigenerational community
at Bergfried. The MCE will include a variety
of service projects designed to help improve
and develop Eliot’s Bergfried campus, as well
as learning opportunities for different
generations. Highlights include:








Watch for details on
all Bergfried events
in This Week at Eliot
or join us on
Facebook at
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever

Creating a butterfly waystation
Picnic table repair
Cemetery cleanup
Creating a “Project Tree” to commemorate our service
Cistern Chapel cleanup
Trail refurbishing
Several educational workshops and
experiences for kids AND kids at heart,
led by Anne Cummings.

In addition, we’ll be enjoying a communal
meal on Saturday evening, Sunday breakfast,
a campfire, and lots of community activities
during the weekend.
You can choose to
come Saturday,
Sunday, or both
Saturday and
Sunday. For planning
purposes, please sign

Big Things at Bergfried
Come out for one of our April events,
or plan a trip out on your own (let us
know you are going by calling the
office or writing to bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org). Bergfried is
yours to explore and enjoy!
The

Men’s Advance,

April 29 –

May 1, brings together Eliot members
and friends of the male persuasion.
Newcomers are especially encouraged
to come out to enjoy hiking, camping,
camaraderie, a Saturday night feast,
and lots of super-secret men's stuff
(which looks suspiciously like doing

up on the Eliot website at http://
www.eliotchapel.org/bergfried and let us
know if you’ll be staying overnight. This will
help us know how many people to expect
(especially for meal planning). If you are
spending the night, please let us know if you
are interested in a spot in one of Bergfried’s
new bunkhouses.
The MCE
was initiated by
Eliot
youth
Aislynn
Pasierb
& Elena
Bowland
following their
experience participating in a community
garden cleanup at last year’s UU Youth Midwest Leadership School. You can read more
about their experiences and the significance
of multigenerational community HERE.

nothing). Fifteen dollars buys your ticket
to the feast. All other meals are on your
own. Most choose to camp in tents or
trailers; spaces in the cottage (with running water and electricity) are available
by reservation with priority given to those
with medical needs or physical limitations. Eight beds are also available in the
new bunkhouses. To sign up for the
weekend, to reserve a cottage or bunkhouse space, or for any information
contact mensadvance@eliotchapel.org.
A sign-up sheet will be posted in the
hallway between the Sanctuary and
Adams Hall.
~Shawn Cummings and Jim Hershey
for the Bergfried Stewardship Team

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Passover Potluck Seder Meal
Sunday, April 17
Doors open at 5:00 pm, Seder begins at 5:30
Eliot Chapel’s Seder Dinner commemorates the story of the Exodus and the liberation of
the Jewish people from slavery under the oppression of the Egyptians. We will be guided
through the dinner using the Haggadah, centuries old in tradition and used over millennia by Jewish families around the world. We will be using a new version of the Haggadah
this year. Bring the family and join us as we eat matzos, sing songs, and celebrate
freedom throughout the world and throughout the ages. Bob Chamberlin
Please sign up on the
will accompany our singing on piano and Flo Reaves will play violin.
bulletin board or email
Volunteers needed - please email sederdinner@eliotchapel.org if you can
sederdinner@eliotchapel.org
help. Matzo and wine/juice provided. Suggested donation $5 per person/
no later than April 15 if you
$10 per family. Please note that we adhere to strict dietary requirements:
plan to attend.
NO pork or pork products, shellfish, or leavened bread.

Save the date for the Annual Congregation Meeting:
Sunday, May 22
12:30 pm

If you are new to Eliot Chapel or to
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to attend
Saturday,
May 14
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
in Adams Hall
Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon and Jeanne Olson, Membership Team Lead
If you are a newcomer to Eliot Chapel, are considering membership, or would
just like to get to know us better, we highly recommend this workshop! You
will get an introduction to UU and Eliot Chapel, or a refresher if you are looking
for a new UU home. We will explore with you what membership at Eliot could
mean for you. You will also have an opportunity to share some of your own
faith journey and get to know others. Lunch will be provided. Watch for signup sheets on the bulletin board in the hallway between the Sanctuary and
Adams Hall or on the Eliot website at www.eliotchapel.org/adultre.

Registration
closes on May 11.
Childcare is
available if
requested by
May 8.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Please Tell Us About Your BBC Journey
Last year, a group of Eliot folks envisioned and planned a
process by which, in the safety of our Eliot community, we
could process the racially-charged events that have recently
transpired in our wider community. We called the process
“Becoming the Beloved Community,” as envisioned by Martin Luther King. As BBC approaches the end of this year, we
are planning a May 22nd celebration -- immediately preceding Eliot’s Annual Congregation Meeting -- of all that’s happened under the BBC umbrella in the last nine
months.
We’ll be highlighting the growth that has occurred among members and friends, as we’ve gathered in community for Sunday services, at forums and films, and in discussions and workshops. We’ll also be celebrating the
work we’re doing beyond Eliot, as we move into the community as “effective, joyful and courageous partners
in the struggle for racial justice and healing.”
Much of the journey, however, has occurred within individual minds and hearts -- and we need your help to tell
that piece of the story. The stories will be part of this year’s celebration and a record of our journey to be
shared with future Eliot generations.

Will you share your personal
“BBC Journey” story with us in 250 words or less?
We’d like to post as many stories as possible in Adams Hall for our
celebration, along with a photo if you will share one with us. We
hope these stories will be as unique as we are! There is no “right”
way to tell them. There are no right or wrong journeys. Instead, we
hope each of you will be guided by what you feel in your heart. You
may submit a story that comes from two people (you and your partner, you and your child) or even a group (your family, the members
of your ALL READ group).

If you need help getting started with your
story, here are some thought-starters:





You may email your story and photo to
BBC@eliotchapel.org or you may pick up a



“My BBC Journey” form at the Social Justice table in
Adams Hall and put it in the box when you’re finished. Or you may



scribble your story on a ragged piece of scratch paper and drop it by
the office. In other words, we don’t care how you get it to us. The
important thing is that you tell your story!

What have you learned that’s changed the
way you think about racial justice?
How has your BBC involvement changed
the way you go about your daily life?
What have you learned about your fellow
Eliot members and friends?
Has Eliot Chapel changed for you this year,
and if so, how?
What one moment was especially moving/
transformative/life-changing for you?

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Putting the Action in Social Justice
Spring - and Eliot come to
Fillmore Park
Spring has arrived, and
our thoughts turn to Fillmore Park! It’s time to volunteer for the new season.
This Kirkwood pocket
park at S. Fillmore Avenue
at Clinton Place was the
recipient last year of many
hours of loving care by
Eliot Chapel volunteers.
By working together and
enjoying the beautiful outdoors, we fulfilled the
promise of the park’s sign:
“Adopted by Eliot Chapel”
that had been ignored for
some years prior. Look for
a sign-up sheet, add your
name, and we will organize a work schedule start-

Eliot Members Rally for
Justice at the State Capitol
Eliot Chapel members
joined with more than 100
other advocates to rally for
justice, tell our legislators to
put people over politics, and
take a stand for the future
and vision for our state. The
rally day addressed important issues including closing
the Coverage Gap with
Medicaid Expansion, stopping attempts to suppress voting, and discrimination against LGBTQ
Missourians. Eliot’s team met with State Representative Deb Lavender, Senator Bob Dixon from Springfield who chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee,
and the staff of Senator Eric Schmitt. We enjoyed our time together and
raised our voices for justice in Missouri. Watch for other opportunities to
attend lobby days in the state capitol that are coming up in April and May.

ing in April. It is important
to know that our work
season will end early this
summer when the park
will close for major renovations. Meanwhile, we
can keep the park lovely
for the families who use it!
Questions? Contact Claire
Robertson at

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org.

Breakfast with the INN Crowd, the annual fundraiser for Room
at the Inn, will be Friday, April 22 from 7:00 to 9:00 am at the
Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel. It is a great way to help fund
Room at the Inn programs and have a fun time with some Eliot
friends. Cost is $40. I will be selling tickets after both services on
April 10 and April 17. If you buy from me I will be sure we are all
seated together. If you already bought tickets in response to a mailing just let me know and you will be at our table. I hope you will
consider attending.
~Gary Gray

The Room at the Inn program has been in place at Eliot for over 23 years, since the Room
at the Inn emergency day shelter opened in Bridgeton. The shelter, started by the Sisters of
Divine Providence, provides a full spectrum of services to clients who have become temporarily homeless. Clients can get medical, social, educational, employment and life -skills counseling and support while staying in a safe and encouraging environment, generally for 30 -60
days. Room at the Inn will house up to 20 women and families (no single men) at any given
time. These clients go to two different churches or synagogues each night for an evening
meal and lodging. The clients have been well -screened and are drug-free and mentally stable
and are grateful for the hospitality provided at Eliot Chapel. This program requires a great
number of volunteers—drivers, cooks, overnight hosts and launderers —for the first, second,
third, and fifth Thursday of every month. If you would like more information about the RATI
program, please contact us at rati@eliotchapel.org; we would be happy to talk with you.
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On the Calendar
Women’s Alliance
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 9:30
am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing to a
local destination. All women are welcome.

April Meetings
Tuesday, April 5: All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. Discussion Leader Irmgard Voss
Tuesday, April 19: Book Selection Meeting. Coordinators - Peggy Lashley and
Sue Webster
Tuesday, April 26: Understanding Transgender. Everyone welcome.
Coordinator - Maryann Mace

The resurgence of nature in Spring seems a profound miracle, spawning numerous myths and religious impulses over the
ages. Vespers is a quiet, evening service of candles, music and readings. Our April edition, led by Ted Lau, offers readings
by religious naturalists in response to this season, a time of growth, rebirth, and renewal. A ritual sharing of bread and
wine is also offered.

Desserts & Destinations with the Partner Church Link – Sunday, April 3
Thinking about the trip to Transylvania? Come learn more on Sunday, April 3rd at
12:30 pm in Rooms 001/002 on the lower level. We will have Hungarian desserts
along with information about the trip. Eliot people who have gone on this trip
in years past will show slides and answer questions. Even if you're not interested in traveling to Romania, come learn more about our partner church and
enjoy the delicious desserts! The trip begins September 17 in Kolozsvar/Cluj,
Romania and ends there on September 26. There is an optional pre-trip extension in Budapest from September 14 through the morning of September 17. We
will visit several historical sites in Transylvania, plus two UNESCO World Heritage sites. At the end of
the trip, we will spend 4 nights and 3 days in our beautiful partner village of Nyaradszentmarton,
experiencing their Thanksgiving service. For more information, please contact Beth Rossow at
partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org or visit Eliot's web site at http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/
PartnerChurch2016TripItin.pdf.

Coming in May
tuality &
Women’s Spiri
ration
Beltane Celeb
1
Sunday, May
m
6:30 to 8:00 p
ll
a
H
s
m
a
d
in A

On Sunday, May 1 come enjoy a full, merry evening celebrating Women's Spirituality and
Beltane. Bring drums, rattles and your earthen, festive spirits. You are welcome to come
dressed in Goddess/Wiccan/Celtic garb. We will start with an opening ceremony honoring
the seven directions, including dancing the South. We will form a circle to drum and sing
song/chants to celebrate the Goddess. Then we will focus on women's spirituality by honoring the three phases of a woman's spirit--maiden, mother, crone. Lastly, we will celebrate
Beltane/May Day through a ceremony dancing around the maypole and bringing all our good
wishes for the remaining year by leaping over our symbolic fire. We will conclude the evening with a closing ceremony. If the weather permits, we will end the evening going out into
the dark with our flameless candles to honor the beauty of the night.
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Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes
Each month Eliot will recognize Eliot people who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness, hard work and
committed, joyful spirits. The Volunteer of the Month may have done something especially noteworthy that month, or they
could be someone who has volunteered faithfully for a long time. If you would like to suggest a volunteer to recognize, let us
know at frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.

Our Volunteer of the Month award for April
goes to the 2016-2017 canvass team! This group -

Louise Bradshaw, David and Janis Cox,
Gary Gray, Karen Fuchs, Linda Korinek,
Brian Krippner, Trina Priese, and Pete
Ruger - spent countless hours during this year’s
pledge drive, working on behalf of Eliot Chapel.
They wrote and performed skits, donned Dr. Seuss
hats, stuffed envelopes, solicited volunteers, wrote
letters, made phone calls and visits, ordered and
served food, manned tables, worked on tracking
charts, gave testimonials, secured raffle prizes,
wrote newsletter articles … the list goes on. Their
dedication to Eliot is a real inspiration, and we are
grateful for their service! We owe the success of our canvass drive to this team.

More canvass thanks …

In addition to the core canvass team, we had many other volunteers who pitched in to help in various ways:
Jan Erdman, Mary Quinn, Steven Bain, Clint Blandford, Sue Blandford, Beth Curtiss, Elitta DeArmond, Ken Denson,
Cindy Duhigg, Laura Gray, Susan Hayman, Steve Jarrett, Sue Jarrett, Suzanne LeLaurin, Teri Nicely, Ann Ogawa,
Jeanne Olson, Larry Reutter, Sarah Reutter, Dave Storer, Dotty Storer, Julie Triplett, Susan van Alstyne, Irmgard Voss,
Beth Rossow, Jennifer MacKenzie, and Cayla Suter.

...and congratulations to our raffle winners!

Saint Louis Zoo gift basket - Jenny & Millie Anderson; Ted Drewes Gift Cards - Natasha & Brendan Wood and Nathan &
Cayla Suter; Chocolate Truffles from Chocolate, Chocolate, Chocolate - Cheryl & Todd Stein and June Crowther; Custom
voice mail message recorded by Leon Burke or Pam Triplett - John & Marsha Fleming and Dana Withers. And the winners of
the auction for a one-week stay at Christie Lodge in Avon, Colorado - Karen Fuchs & Linda Korinek.

In Sympathy
We extend our condolences to Eliot families
who have recently lost loved ones.
Shannon Galfi and family. Shannon's father
Ken Martin passed away on March 7.
Christie Lee, her husband Tony, and their kids Colleen and
Tyler. Christie’s dad, Wayne Weis, passed away on March 9.
We also mourn with this family and Tony’s mom, Pat Lee, on
the loss of Pat's father Albert Gammon on March 30.
Jan and Bob Chamberlin. Bob's mother Sarah Chamberlin,
passed away on March 19.

Facilities Update
The City of Kirkwood finally finished their
work on the street lights in the parking lot
and the light is working again! Their work
included running a new power line.
A new contractor for the handicap ramp
repair has been identified, and we hope to
move forward soon.
Questions? Contact Administrator Charles
Lewis at admin@eliotchapel.org.

Sunday Services

April Worship

9:30 and 11:00 am
September – May
10:00 am only
Memorial Day through
Labor Day

Eliot Chapel Clergy

Rev. Barbara Gadon,
Lead Minister
Rev. Jim Crawford,
Minister of Pastoral Care
Rev. John Robinson,
Minister Emeritus
Eliot Chapel Staff

Scott Stewart,
Director of Religious Education
Christie Lee, Asst. Director of
Religious Education
Jan Chamberlin,
Music Director
Dr. Leon Burke III,
Choir Director
Pianists:
Sue Goldford
Dr. David Nalesnik

April’s worship theme is Creation
Sunday, April 3 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“Of Vampires, Unitarians and Kings: Transylvania” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Since 1990 we have been partnered with a Unitarian church in St. Martin-onthe-River in Transylvania. The strength of this relationship has ebbed and
flowed; today we seek to strengthen our ties as we plan a pilgrimage to
Transylvania in the fall of 2016, along with First Unitarian of St. Louis and their
partner church. What connects our congregations across time, geography and
culture? Featured musicians: Kathie Price and Rich Heuermann, guitar and vocals;
Chamber Singers.
Sunday, April 10 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“The Courage to Create” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Creativity is a gift and our pipeline to the divine. It gives juice, flavor and
originality to a life. And yet it is blocked and discouraged in many of us. In
some places and times, its expression is actually dangerous. We will explore
the nature of creativity and what is needed to encourage it in the world.
Featured musicians: Melinda Ohlemiller, guitar and vocals; Women’s Chorale.
Sunday, April 17 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
Music Sunday - St. Louis debut of “Sources” by Jason Shelton
“Sources: A Unitarian Universalist Cantata” is a multi-movement choral work
which engages our theological diversity through a musical exploration of the
six sources of our living tradition. It is a celebration of Unitarian Universalism, a
statement about who we are today and where we are headed in terms of our
self-understanding as people of faith. See page five to learn more. Featured
musicians: choirs and orchestra.
Sunday, April 24 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
The Story of Creation – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Rev. Barbara will explore the creation story in Genesis and why it matters for
the earth today. Featured musicians: Pamela Triplett, soprano, Chamber Singers.

Charles Lewis,
Administrator
Jamacia Stanfield,
Administrative Assistant
Terri Burtin,
Communications Specialist
Myron Simms,
Facilities Assistant
Ed Liebman,
Sunday Custodian

Canvass wrap-up
Celebration

