
 

 

Now more than ever, Unitarian  
Universalists have an opportunity to  
show up for our values. We have  
elected a president who is openly racist,  
xenophobic, homophobic, and  
Islamophobic, who has bragged about 
sexually assaulting women, and has  
declared climate change a hoax. His very 
first appointment, as chief strategist, is 
Steve Bannon, former chief of Breitbart 
and a known white supremacist. The  
leader of his super PAC, Carl Higbie, has 
opened the conversation about register-
ing Muslims, comparing it to the intern-
ment of Japanese Americans during 
World War II – in his view, a necessary  
action to “keep Americans safe.” There 
has been a sharp uptick in hate crimes, 
especially in schools. This is not normal, 
and we need to find ways to show up  
and resist.  
 

The Rev. Bill Sinkford said in the most  
recent UU World, we UUs have the  
opportunity to become “communities of 
resistance.” Taking action with others is a 
great antidote to despair and isolation. 
Eliot is seeking out resources for training 
in bystander intervention. We are current-
ly working on education equity, racial  
profiling by police, and helping refugees. 
We still hold our weekly vigils for Black 
Lives. In February, we will launch the 
Pledge to End Racism (PER), a program of 
education and empowerment for people 

to learn about 
systemic racism 
and build  
awareness and 
skills to act. 
Participants 
will pledge  
to doing  
something to 
end racism in their daily lives every day, 
and will be given tools and accountability 
to help them keep that pledge. On  
Sunday, December 4, we will have a  
service to highlight some of the ways  
we show up, with opportunity afterward 
to learn how to help. You don’t have to be 
a marcher or a lobbyist to do something. 
You don’t have to belong to a particular 
political party. It’s going to take everyone 
– Democrats, Republicans (who have the 
most influence on our Republican leaders) 
and Independents – to come together  
for our values. 

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith 
Presence:  
The Spiritual Practice of Showing Up 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

www.eliotchapel.org 

In faith, 

December 2016 

Our Mission: 
Bound by  

courageous love, 

growing in spirit,  

and inspiring  

compassionate  

action. 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org
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Sharing Our Bounty 

The St. Louis Area Diaper Bank 
collects and distributes diapers to 10 
service organizations and food  
pantries that in turn distribute them 
to low-income families in the  
St. Louis region. Diapers are a basic 
need for every young child and cost families about $1000 per 
child each year. There is NO public assistance to cover this 
cost. Low-income families often must choose between food, 
utilities, rent and diapers. Children can end up with urinary 
and skin problems in families that cannot afford frequent  
diaper changing. They may also miss out on early childhood 
education pro-
grams. The Diaper 
Bank delivers 
28,000 diapers every month to its service partners.  

Nurses for  
Newborns  
provides a safety 
net for families 
most at-risk in 
order to prevent 
infant mortality, child abuse and child 
neglect. Through in-home visits, nurses 
educate families about healthcare, child 
development and teach positive parent-
ing skills.  They provide services to  
infants who are born with medical  
problems, born to teen moms or to 
mothers with disabilities/mental health 
concerns, or who are born into families 
who do not have money for even basic 
necessities. Using its proven model of 
home visiting, Nurses for Newborns 
literally saves babies’ lives and gives 
them a chance to grow. 

In October Eliot  

collected 

$2,691 for the 

Meacham Park  

Scholars Award  

and the  

Believing is Seeing  

Tutoring Program. 

nfnf.org 

stldiaperbank.org 

In December, Eliot Chapel’s Shared Plate offering will go to two organizations that serve 
the needs of babies and young children: the Nurses for Newborns Foundation and the 
St. Louis Area Diaper Bank.  

Our Christmas Eve service offerings will once again go to Eliot’s Minister’s 
Discretionary Fund. This can be a difficult time of year for some, and the 
fund is there to help. If you are having difficulty providing a special holiday 
meal for your family, need gas money to visit relatives, can't quite make the 
rent payment or can't afford toys for the kids, please let Rev. Barbara 
Gadon know. Gifts from the fund are made in confidence. 

 
 

Eliot Chapel welcomes  
new member 

 

Tami McQueen 
 

We extend our condolences 
to Eliot families who have 
recently lost loved ones. 

Bruce and Jennifer McKenzie  
and family. Bruce’s mother died  
on November 10. 

http://www.nfnf.org
http://www.stldiaperbank.org


 

 

Children & Youth Take Center Stage in Annual Pageant 
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Eliot members and friends of all ages are invited to join Eliot children and youth 
for the Christmas Pageant, which will be presented on Saturday, Dec. 10 at  
4:30 pm. Children ages four and older are invited to participate. Sign up by  
contacting Scott Stewart at scott@eliotchapel.org no later than December 1.  
 

Following the production, families are invited to gather for a family holiday  
potluck meal in Adams Hall at 5:30 pm. Christie Lee is coordinating details for the 
holiday meal. Please RSVP to Christie at christie@eliotchapel.org no later than 
Sunday, Dec. 4. Families are asked to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert item to 
share with others.  
 

A big thanks to senior high 
youth group members 
Aislynn Pasierb, Miranda  
Allen, Camille Mussman,  
Emma Prats, Ian Pallares, 
Noah Rowan, Brie Smith, 
Palmer Mihalevich, Justin 
Batres, Lauren Twombly,  
and Sydney Korinek Fuchs 
for serving as this year’s  
pageant directors, and to 
Alissa Rowan for her  
support and guidance.  
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Pageant Day Schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 10 

1:30 - Directors, main cast,  

          and speakers rehearse  

2:30 - Younger cast arrives  

          and gets costumes  

3:00 - Rehearsal in Sanctuary  

           for cast  

4:00 - Return to costume rooms,                

          restroom break, etc.  

4:30 - Pageant Service in  

          Sanctuary 

5:00 - Return to cast rooms,  

           turn costumes in.  

5:30 - Family potluck meal in         

          Adams Hall (details to come)  

Eliot Chapel is sponsoring the Gift Giving Tree 
as part of Youth In Action's outreach to area children 

and youth. The tree will be in Adams Hall beginning 

Sunday, Dec. 4 and will stay up until Thursday, Dec. 22. 

This is a terrific outreach opportunity for children, 

youth, and adults to share their holiday season with 

others in need. 
 

Each ornament tag represents an area child or youth in 

need of a gift this holiday season. You can participate 

by selecting an ornament and purchasing a small,  

age-appropriate gift for the child or youth, whose age 

and gender is noted on the ornament. Gifts should be 

returned to the Chapel (wrapped or unwrapped) along 

with the ornament attached to the outside of the gift 

no later than Thursday, Dec. 22.  
 

Youth In Action picks up the gifts and distributes  

them to area children.  Learn more about Youth In  

Action and their service to the community at 

www.youthinactionstl.com.  
 

Questions? Contact Scott Stewart at 

scott@eliotchapel.org. A special thanks to Senior High 

Youth Group members Ian Pallares, Justin Batres, 

Sean Greene, Malcia Greene, & Emma Prats for setting 

up and decorating the tree on December 4.   

mailto:scott@eliotchapel.org
mailto:christie@eliotchapel.org
http://www.youthinactionstl.com
mailto:scott@eliotchapel.org
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Cindy Lau, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

Loving Courageously  
These have been some incredible 
weeks since the election of 2016.  
Many of us wonder what will happen 
next. Perhaps one way of viewing this 
is that a “shadow aspect” of our  
country has been exposed. I was 
trained as a Jungian psychotherapist. 
In this discipline, there is an idea that 
aspects of cultures that are not  
acceptable are repressed into the  
unconscious where they remain  
unknown. It can be about denying 
good qualities like our strengths, or 
about difficult qualities like the ability 
to hate. One way to interpret recent 
events is that white, male superiority 

has now been exposed 
as a shadow aspect.  
This way of being  
rejects all others that 

are not white males as less significant, 
or even worse as a threat to be elimi-
nated. If the shadow is not known 
consciously by all of us, it is very  
powerful and is acted out in an  
unconscious way. Once it is known 
and accepted it can be healed and 
transformed into something useful 
and positive. So we are called to 
“wake up, suit up, and courageously 
love.”   
 

Our new mission statement calls us to 
love courageously. At the Board meet-
ing in November, the Board members 
checked in with each other answering 
the question, “What does it mean to 
love courageously?”  Some felt that 
they had never done it and only a  
few individuals such as Gandhi and  
Dr. Martin Luther King had truly loved 
courageously. Others defined it as the 
“ability to love when it is frightening, 
when it takes a lot of effort (is hard), 
and is unconditionally given with no 

expectation of gains for oneself.”   
 

I think we did this when we decided 
to buy the 222 E. Argonne property.  
We didn’t know how we are going to 
use the property.  As we work with 
Rev. Barbara to determine its use 
over the next years some of us will 
like the decision and some will not–
yet we voted for this and we gave of 
our resources to make any possibility 
happen. That is what I think is  
unconditional courageous love and 
investment in the long term potential 
of Eliot. This venture does entail some 
risk making it “hard” and a little 
“frightening.” What we potentially 
get back is enormous: a renewed  
revitalization of our purpose, a 
strengthening of our community, and 
a sense of connection as we work 
through the various possibilities of 
use. Wow, what an adventure. 
 

At this point Rev. Barbara is responsi-
ble for every aspect of the develop-
ment of this property. The Board’s job 
is completed once the closing  
documents are signed. Thank you so, 
so much for loving courageously and 
showing up. The next few years may 
require us to learn how to connect 
deeply, to learn how to work through 
our differences while respecting each 
other’s perspective, and to really take 
risks to love courageously as the full 
effects of the change in the country 
are known and experienced. We may 
need to stand together to support 
those who are at risk under new  
policies and directives. We may need 
to have the courage to name what is 
not right and work to fix it. I am very 
grateful for all of you. 
 

 

2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
C i n d y  L a u ,   
C h a i r  
 

D a v i d  C o x ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

D a v e  S a l i v a r ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

K a r e n  F u c h s  
 

B r u c e  M a c K e n z i e  
 

T r i n a  P r i e s e  
 

T o d d  S t a r k  
 

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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Happy Holidays!  
Many musical groups in town will be offering events this month where you can enjoy the 
spirit of the season. Treat yourself to a little spiritual uplift. You are likely to see or hear an 
Eliot singer there! 
 

Get into the Holiday Spirit by Caroling with Eliot 
Join in the fun singing and/or shopping at Plowsharing Crafts on Friday, Dec. 9 from 6:00 to 
9:00 pm. The store is at 6271 Delmar in the University City Loop. Plowsharing Crafts is a non-
profit, fair trade retail organization that provides vital, fair income to artisans and farmers  
in over 40 developing countries. Purchases made during our caroling time also 
benefit the Eliot Chapel music program. For more information, contact  

Jan Chamberlin at music@eliotchapel.org.  
 

Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

music@eliotchapel.org 

4:00 & 5:30 pm  
“The Gospel According to Jazz”  
A family-friendly service with a rich celebration of jazz and  
community.  Pre-service music from the Chalice Chimes Handbells.  
A jazzy Christmas with the Eliot Choir and band. 
 

8:00 pm   
“Christmas Presence”  
A quieter jazz service that honors the yearnings of the heart.  
Music from Eliot’s Women’s Chorale and band. 

http://www.plowsharing.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
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Winter Wonderland at Bergfried 
The winter months can be a beautiful and 
peaceful time to be in nature at Bergfried. 
For safety reasons, the property is closed 
for deer hunting season (Dec. 1 - 5 and  
Dec. 24 – Jan. 3) but is otherwise available 
for individuals and families to visit. If you 
don’t have a copy of our new trail guide, 
email us at bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org 
to get one! 
 

Our last day trip of 2016 will be  

Saturday, Dec. 10. Come out on your own 
or meet at Eliot’s parking lot at 
9:00 am to carpool/caravan.  A 
Berfried team member will 
offer a guided hike or two, but 
feel free to come out and do 
your own thing or do nothing 
at all.  Bring sturdy shoes and 
provisions for the day.  Note: 
this date is not during firearm 
season for deer but wearing 
brightly colored clothing is  
recommended for safety.  
Please RSVP to  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org 
by December 8 so we know to 
expect you.   

 

The heated cottage is available for your 
winter overnight visits ($25 per night) to 
Bergfried beginning as soon as deer     

season ends (January 3). Contact  
bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org 
to plan your stay.  
 

Bergfried Winter Warm-Up  
Coming in February 
Join us in Adams Hall on Saturday, Feb. 4 
for our fifth annual Bergfried Winter 
Warm-Up.  The Bergfried team will host a 
potluck gathering featuring a Bergfried-
style music circle and a slide show of 
Bergfried events. Doors open at 5:30 pm, 
dinner at 6:30. 
 

Details on these and future events can 
be found in the Eliot weekly email, in the 
Sunday order of service, or on Facebook 
(search for the “Bergfried Forever” 
group). 
 
~Shawn Cummings  
for the Bergfried Stewardship Team 

Watch for details on 
all Bergfried events 
in This Week at Eliot  
or join us on  
Facebook at  
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever 

Let’s Talk About Bergfried 

As we all know, the congregation will be making a long-term decision 

about the future of Eliot’s Bergfried campus at the Annual Congregational 

Meeting in May 2017. In consultation with our Board of Trustees and after 

review with the Bergfried Development and Stewardship Team, we have 

developed a congregational process for considering and deciding the long- 

term future of Bergfried. You can review the process on the Eliot website 

here: http://www.eliotchapel.org/bergfriedprocess. The next step in this 

process will be a series of conversations in January 2017. Everyone will 

be invited to one of several scheduled meetings to share their thoughts on 

this important decision. 
 

The schedule for the meetings will be available soon. We hope everyone in 

Eliot Chapel will participate. The thoughts we exchange will help us move 

forward as we work to make the best decision possible.   

 

We want to 

hear from you! 

mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
http://www.eliotchapel.org/bergfriedprocess
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Update on 222 E. Argonne 
We now have a letter from Commerce Bank with 

their formal loan commitment to us.   

Good news: we have received what we need -  

a commitment of $458,000. Even better news: 

we have received more than $208,000 from 208 

Eliot households, and have a total commitment 

of more than $220,000!  
 

Because of the gap between the loan and the offer we made, it's more important 

than ever that everyone get their pledges in as soon as possible. We are now 

working out the final costs for down payment, fees, and demolition. Our  

scheduled closing date is December 9. Full steam ahead! 

222 

Eliot Chapel Bad Weather Policy 
It is the policy of Eliot Chapel to serve the mission of the church by being open and 
available on Sunday mornings, weekdays, and at other times when programs are 
scheduled. However, on rare occasions, extreme weather conditions may  require the  
cancellation of scheduled Chapel activities in the interests of public safety. 
 

If travel advisories have been issued by state and/or local government asking that  
people stay off the roads and not drive, all activities are automatically cancelled and 
Eliot will close.  If the Lead Minister or his or her delegate conclude that road  
conditions or other weather-related consequences present a danger to travelers, Eliot 
will close. 
 

In the event the decision is made to close Eliot and cancel events, the recording 
on the Chapel voicemail system will be changed and a notice will be posted on 
the home page of the website. Staff scheduled to work at that time will be noti-
fied by telephone, by their immediate supervisor. In extreme weather conditions,  
Sunday morning volunteers should check the Chapel’s voice mail and/or website. 
 

All members, friends, and staff are urged to use discretion when making choices 
about traveling in times of hazardous weather conditions. 

News from the Partner Church Link 
 

Bill Coalson has graciously agreed to be the new 

chair of the Partner Church Link.  Bill and his wife 

Becky traveled to Transylvania this fall with our group 

and will bring new ideas and perspectives.   
 

Our partner church is in the village of Nyaradszent-

marton in the Transylvanian area of Romania. The  

Unitarians there are of Hungarian heritage, and  

Eliot supports them with some financial help and by  

encouraging mutual relationships.  The Partner 

Church Link is the Eliot group that works to foster that 

relationship. 
 

The Link will host a Hungarian potluck dinner in February. 

The evening will include great food, slides of our recent 

trip, Hungarian music and group dancing, and maybe 

even palinka (a brandy made with fruit that is an  

important—and potent— part of their culture!) Watch 

Eliot announcements for an exact date. 
 

The next meeting of the Partner Church Link will be on 

Sunday, Dec. 18 at 12:30 pm in the Bergfried Room. We 

would love to have even more new members.  Please 

consider attending even if you just want to learn more 

about our partner church.   



 

 

In the Aftermath … What Can We Do? 
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At this writing, many of us are living between stunned paralysis and a renewed desire to act our values in the public 

square.  As we pull ourselves forward in the aftermath of an unprecedented election season, Eliot’s Social Justice steer-

ing committee reminds you that the October Greenleaves newsletter, still available on the Eliot website, contains a  

comprehensive list of contact information for Eliot’s action programs serving and advocating in the wider community.   

Vigil for Hope & Healing  
Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

Living Out Our Social Justice  
Mission: Education Equity 
 

A new Social Justice effort centered on  equity in 
education, arising in part from the Forward 
through Ferguson initiative, has been a special focus 
in October and  November: 
 Regional work on the school to prison pipeline, 

led by our partner organization Metropolitan 
Congregations United, featured Eliot          
members.  

 Rev.Barbara, Eliot members and the West 
County Citizen Action Network (WeCAN)      
attended Kirkwood School Board meetings to 
witness on behalf of racial justice in the         
aftermath of the Kirkwood High School      
blackface incident. 

 Several Eliot members have volunteered at 
Robinson Elementary, which serves many    
students from the Meacham Park neighbor-
hood. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact principal Jennifer Sisul at                                                   
jennifer.sisul@kirkwoodschools.org or            
314-213-6140.  

 Our shared plate collection in October helped 
to continue a tutoring program slated to be cut 
by the district due to the failure of a school 
ballot initiative.  

 Eliot hosted another Mother2Mother conver-
sation at Eliot focused on school equity.  

 In response to a report on the Kirkwood 
School District’s racial opportunity/
achievement gap, several working groups have 
been formed and include Eliot members as   
representatives.  Assistant superintendent  
Bryan Painter recently put out a call for volun-
teers for additional efforts.  If you are inspired 
to get involved, follow this link to a brief       
survey to indicate areas of interest. It  truly will 
take a village.  

 
 
 

Eliot opportunities like the education initiative may prove a 
salve for caustic national and state politics.  However, the  
spectacle of this year’s election demands not only action, 
but reflection. As UUs, we are called to respect the inher-
ent worth and dignity of all persons and to respect each 
person’s conscience as it pertains to their vote.  This seems 
key to reconciliation and to achieving beloved community. 

Every week we stand in vigil for  

racial justice. 
 

We invite you to join us. 

Tuesdays at 6:00 pm. 

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/2016OctNewsletterFINALforwebOct1.pdf
mailto:jennifer.sisul@kirkwoodschools.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HCYXZ3H
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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The Pledge to End Racism 
Last year almost 200 congregants participated in the  
Becoming Beloved Community initiative by participating in 
the programs and activities, including the ALL READ  
program.  At the end of the year, many people committed 
to the goal of Eliot “becoming an effective, joyful and  
courageous partner in the struggle for racial justice and 
healing.” 
 
In January Eliot will launch a major new multi-year effort to fulfill this goal with The 
Pledge to End Racism in St. Louis (PER-STL). In conjunction with other UU congregations 
across the country, our effort will build on the exciting and productive work of the First 
Unitarian Church of Richmond, Virginia, which has generously shared their program and 
resources with us.  
 
PER-STL asks each of us to commit to addressing systemic racism in our daily lives at Eliot 
and in the broader St. Louis community. The Pledge to End Racism program is designed 
to give individuals both the confidence and the skills to fulfill this commitment. 
 
The program is designed so that each session includes small-group work using a skilled 
facilitator. In January, we will offer a half-day training program for small-group  
facilitators. Sign-up sheets for this training will be available in December. Then the facili-
tators will lead the initial classes in February and March on three Sunday afternoons.   
After the classes, program participants will continue to meet periodically in small 
“accountability groups” to report on their progress and struggles, and to learn from and  
support each other. 
 
Want to learn more? Stop by the SJA table in Adams Hall on Sundays or email  
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org.  

The Eliot Policing  

Committee will make 

a presentation on  

their work to the  

Kirkwood Human 

Rights Commission  

on Tuesday, Dec. 13  

at 6:30 pm at  

Kirkwood City Hall. 

Don’t Forget Kirk Care  
During the Holidays! 
 

Kirk Care is a non-profit organization formed by  
the Kirkwood Ministerial Alliance to help the needy who live within 
the boundary of the Kirkwood R-7 school district. Members take 
an active role in providing services to those in need for the  
communities of Kirkwood, Glendale, 
Warson Woods, Oakland and  
Des Peres.  
 

They have recently put out a call 
asking for peanut butter and jelly. 
When you’re shopping this holiday 
season, pick up a jar or two for the 
food pantry (or even more) and drop 
them in the Kirk Care cart at Eliot, 
located between the nursery school 
and Adams Hall. Hunger doesn’t take 
a break, even for the holidays. 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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On the Calendar 

 

Women’s Alliance 
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing 
to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

December Meetings 
Tuesday, Dec. 6 - Never Say Die - The Myth and Marketing of the New Old Age by Susan 
Jacoby.  Discussion Leader - Kathryn Hallett 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 20 - Christmas Luncheon.  Meet at 11:00, eat at 11:30.  Bring a dish and 
"White Elephant" exchange gift . 

41st Annual Eliot Chapel 

Renaissance Madrigal & Christmas Rout 
December 1, 2, and 3 

Doors open at 7 pm;  festivities begin at 7:30 

The church  

offices will  

be closed  

Monday,  

Dec. 26  

and  

Monday,  

Jan. 2 

for the  

holidays. 

Start your holiday shopping—or finish it— at Eliot! 

Holiday Bazaar 

December 4 & 11 
Eliot Chapel will hold its annual Holiday Bazaar in Adams Hall. At 

this holiday craft and goodies sale, either 100% of the vendors’  

proceeds go to a charity or 50% of the proceeds go to Eliot Chapel. A  

few of the items you will find: children’s books, jewelry, homemade 

treats, handmade silk scarves, rock art and greeting cards. You will be dealing 

with each vendor directly, so bring checks or cash; there will not be a centralized 

check-out for all purchases.  

The Tax Man Cometh! The holidays are upon us.  After Christmas comes New 

Year’s Eve . . . and that marks the end of the period for which we can accumulate  

income tax deductions for 2016. Please consider your pledge – and your church – as 

you are making any year-end contributions. 2016 tax receipts can be given only for 

monies received at Eliot on or before December 31. Thank you! 

mailto:drumcircle@eliotchapel.org


 

 

Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 
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Each month Eliot recognizes individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness,  
hard work, and committed joyful spirits! If you have someone to nominate for Volunteer of the Month,   
let us know at office@eliotchapel.org.  

Not every Eliot superhero is an adult. In fact, many 
of them are not even old enough to drive! As a  
regular reader of Eliot newsletters, you know that 
Eliot children and youth are always doing wonderful 
things for our church community and in the larger 
community. Sometimes their contributions are not 
quite as public, but still just as important.  
 

Sharing smiles and laughter. Offering helping hands.  
Providing talent and wisdom. Asking important 
questions. These are just a few of the many special 
qualities the children of Eliot Chapel share with UUs 
of all ages.  And this month, we’re honored to  
celebrate the unique contributions from a very  

special child of Eliot…. Kate Bockhorst. 
 

Kate is a 3rd grader who has attended Eliot her entire life.  She participates in the 11:00 1st-3rd grade Religious  
Education class, but her involvement in Eliot life extends well beyond her RE class. Kate frequently serves as a  
chalice lighter for the 11:00 worship service, and is always willing to fill in at the last minute whenever needed. She 
is passionate about music and enjoys singing in the Chalice Choir, which she has done for several years. Kate also 
enjoys participating in the annual Christmas Pageant Service, attending the fall Halloween Bash, and eagerly looks 
forward to sharing her talents during the Children’s & Youth Coffeehouse each spring.  She is truly a young girl with 
a big smile and a big heart!  
 

Thank you, Kate, for all of the gifts you bring to the Eliot community and for setting such an amazing example of 
how UUs of all generations can actively serve their faith community through service, volunteering, and sharing 

their talents and interests with others.  We are proud to call you our Volunteer of the Month for December!  

 

Best wishes for a peaceful and joyous 
 holiday season from the  

ministers and staff of Eliot Chapel! 
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December Worship 

Sunday, December 4 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Being Present” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon      
Post-election, a lot of us are asking, “What should I do?” A spiritual approach 
could be to ask instead, “How shall I be?” How do we not give in to cynicism or 
avoidance? How do we find the stamina and courage to resist? Rev. Barbara 
explores the practice of being present in difficult times. Featured musicians: 
Children’s Chalice Choir, Flo Reaves, violin and Women’s Chorale. 

 
Sunday, December 11 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
"Being There" – Rev. Jim Crawford 
Over the years, we've heard and read much about the significance of the minis-
try of presence.  This ongoing conversation invites us to reflect upon our most 
precious asset—time.  This Sunday we will be reflecting upon who we spend 
our time with, why we choose to do this, and how we are present with others. 
Featured musicians: Pam Triplett and Eliot Choir.  

 
Sunday, December 18 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 “Saved by Beauty” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon  
Body and soul are revived by beauty: the natural world, the arts, and the mira-
cle of birth and new life.  How does beauty call us to respond? How does it help 
heal the world? Featured musicians: Woodwinds and Chamber Singers. 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 
September – May 
 
10:00 am only 
Memorial Day through  
Labor Day 
 
 

December’s worship theme is Presence 

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24 
 

 

 

Candlelight services at  

4:00, 5:30 and 8:00 pm 
 

See page 5 for details. 

Sunday, December 25 – One service only, at 10:00 am  
"The Best Christmas Tree Ever!" – Rev. Jim Crawford 
Come and join us on Christmas morning to hear Rev. Jim share about his  
discovery of the best Christmas tree ever!  You are invited to come and think 
about Christmas in a new way. Featured musician: Dr. David Nalesnik, piano. 
 


