
sense of ‘deepest longing’ 
at all. This is some of the 
promise of our faith, but it 
takes practice. It takes  
repeated asking, and the 
quiet space to listen for an 
answer. It takes a commu-
nity that honors us, is 
deeply curious about and 
respectful of our answers. 
It takes our own willing-
ness to do that for  
another. It’s ongoing work, 
and it is ours. This month in 
worship and elsewhere, 
we take up this topic:  
desire. Let us be that space 
for each other. 

I once had a spiritual  
director who used this 
question to begin each of 
our sessions. At first, I was 
resentful. I had no idea. 
Didn’t I come to her for 
answers? But the question 
grew on me. It certainly 
bridged the gap between 
our religions – she, a 
Methodist deacon, and 
me, a Unitarian Universal-
ist minister. It also made 
me do the work – which 
probably explained my 
resentment.   
 
There’s a lot of noise  
between us and our 
heart’s deepest longings.  
 
We have a massive  
advertising industry that 
convinces us we want 
things. Remember when 
the iPad first came out? 
Didn’t matter that our 
economy was shaky and 
people were still pretty 
nervous about their in-
comes and their homes. It 
was cool. We wanted one!  
 
We have a political system 
that covers our heart’s 
longings with cynicism. It 

tells us our heart’s deep-
est longings are not  
practical. End racism? 
Eliminate poverty?  
Come together and find  
common ground?  
Don’t be an idiot.  
 
We have a culture that 
clutters our desires for 
love and sexual intimacy 
with shame. I know what 
you’re thinking: Well, it’s 
not the 1950s. We’ve 
come so far. And yes - 
glory. There is good  
reason for hope. But it’s 
really only that. There are 
plenty of places and  
people who will shut you 
down because you love 
someone of the same  
gender. Or who cannot 
see the beauty or even the 
personhood in you if your 
gender is simply not  
defined as male or female. 
Pick one - and you’d better 
pick the right one. Or you 
are too fat, too old, or 
have too many physical 
challenges to be worthy of 
what your heart longs for.  
 
So much interference, it’s 
a wonder we have any 

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith 

 
“What is the deepest longing of your heart?” 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

www.eliotchapel.org 

February 2016 

Our Mission: 

Eliot Chapel, a 

Unitarian Universalist 

community, gathers 

to foster free  

religious thought,  

nurture spiritual 

growth, and act for 

social justice. 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org
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Rev. Jim Crawford, 

Minister of  

Pastoral Care 

 

Our New Minister 

Rev. Jim Crawford comes to Eliot 
Chapel with over 23 years of experi-
ence as a spiritual care provider.  
Presently, he works as a spiritual care 
coordinator for Heartland Hospice of 
St. Louis and has served in this capac-
ity since 2005.  He is also an adjunct 
faculty member of American Public 
University and teaches in their under-
graduate Psychology program. He is a 
graduate of Truman State University 
and Eden Theological Seminary.  Jim 
is married to Cathy Sandy, and they 
reside in St. Charles, MO. 
 

From 1992- 2004, he served United 
Methodist Churches in Missouri as an 
ordained clergy person.  Due to  
significant differences concerning 
theology, justice, and inclusion, 
he terminated his affiliation with the 
United Methodist Church in 
2005.  From 2004- 2005, he com-
pleted a 12-month Clinical Pastoral 
Education Residency at Forest Park 
Hospital.  During that same year, 
he received ordination from the     

Everlasting Light Church in St. Louis - 
an independent, African-American 
congregation.  
 

Since 2012, Jim has been exploring 
Unitarian Universalism. He comments, 
"The seven principles of Unitarian  
Universalism are consistent with my 
own beliefs and values.  I resonate 
very strongly with the UUA embrace 
of human diversity, commitment to 
justice and non-creedal approach to 
religion and spirituality.  I feel blessed 
and excited to be joining the staff of 
Eliot Chapel as Minister of Pastoral 
Care."  
 
Availability: Rev. Jim is available on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and most Sunday  
mornings.  He is in the office on  
Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
To make an appointment, please  
contact him at 314-821-0911 or 
at jcrawford@eliotchapel.org. 

make. It works to 

close the Medicaid 

Coverage Gap that is 

leaving 300,000 unin-

sured Missourians 

without access to 

health insurance.   

Missouri Health Care 

for All shares with  

legislators true stories 

of those caught in  

the gap. 

 

It is a grassroots 

movement that  

engages  

community  

 

Eliot’s February  

offering will be shared 

with Missouri Health 

Care for All, which 

was founded 

in 2007 and 

believes that 

every  

Missourian  

deserves  

access to 

quality,  

affordable 

health care, 

no matter 

where they live or how 

much money they 

members, leaders and  

people of faith to reform 

health policy. The move-

ment has grown to include 

individuals and 160 organi-

zations across the state.  

Eliot Chapel is part of this 

effort that has grown to a 

force that is big enough, 

strong enough, and diverse 

enough to ensure that 

these voices will be heard 

in Jefferson City.  

jcrawford@eliotchapel.org 

missourihealthcareforall.org 

Sharing Our Bounty 

mailto:jcrawford@eliotchapel.org
mailto:jcrawford@eliotchapel.org
http://www.missourihealthcareforall.org
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In Sympathy 
We extend our condolences to Eliot families who 
have recently lost loved ones. 

June Crowther and family. Her husband Don passed 
away on January 22. 
 

The family of Howard Henderson, who died on Thursday, Jan. 7.   

February is the last month to  

donate books for the 28th Book 

Fair. Please leave your books in 

the library off Adams Hall. We are 

looking for volunteers to help with 

the Book Fair. Look for sign-up 

sheets on the door of the library. 

Jobs are varied and all are impor-

tant. On Wednesday, March 10 we 

set up tables in Adams Hall in the 

morning, and in the evening the 

boxes of books are brought up 

from the storage room. On Thurs-

day, March 11 books are unboxed 

and placed on the tables. Friday 

afternoon the book sale begins 

and runs through Sunday at  

1:00 pm. Finally, books that are 

left must be boxed and removed  

from Adams Hall.  

Youth Sunday 2016  

February 7 - 9:30 & 11:00 am  

Eliot’s Senior High Youth 

Group will be leading the 

worship services for the 

Eliot community. This 

year’s worship theme is  

Hope.  

We hope you will join them 

for music, homilies, story-

telling, and community,  

all led by Eliot’s own 

imaginative youth.  

Congratulations to Eliot youth Colleen Lee, who has been selected to serve as the  
Worship Coordinator for the Unitarian Universalist General Assembly (GA) Youth Caucus.  
Colleen will serve on a team with other national UU leaders who will plan and lead  
worship services and other programming for youth and adults at GA, which is the largest  
annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists in the United States.  As part of this role,  
Colleen will be representing Eliot at the 2016 GA in Columbus, OH and the 2017 GA in  
New Orleans, LA. 

Colleen is a UU leader at Eliot and in the larger denomination.  In addition to serving on the 
GA staff, Colleen is a trained peer chaplain, a recognized UU Luminary Leader, and a 2014 
graduate of the UU Youth Leadership School in Beloit, WI.  She is the daughter of Christie Lee 

and granddaughter of longtime Eliot member Pat Lee.  Congratulations, Colleen, on this remarkable achievement! 

children@eliotchapel.org 

to Eliot’s newest members: 

Chris & Katie Markham  
and  

Russell & Marcy Saphian 

mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
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Jordi Prats, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

Aligning our Investments for  

the Common Good 

As many of you know, Eliot Chapel 
has a small endowment fund and a 
number of restricted funds desig-
nated for various purposes. These 
exist for the long-term health of the 
Chapel.  As part of our fiduciary func-
tion, the Board of Trustees oversees 
the investment of these funds with a 
well-established local financial firm 
and monitors their performance.  
While financial results have been  
acceptable, we have never worked to 

align our investments 
with our UU values. 
 

About a year ago, a subcommittee of 
the Board began researching the  
Unitarian Universalist Common  
Endowment Fund (UUCEF).  Socially 
Responsible Investing (SRI) has 
grown substantially in recent years, 
and among SRI funds, the UUCEF is 
attractive because it incorporates  
UU values in stock selection,  
community involvement and  
shareholder advocacy. SRI guidelines 
take into account environmental,  
social, governance and implementa-
tion factors, whenever possible,  
in selecting investments. 
 
Some ask whether SRI investments 
yield as much as traditional ones. Our 
review showed that the UUCEF  
outperformed our existing portfolio 
in eight out of 11 years. A professional 
at the UUCEF leads a team of invest-
ment managers. They select stocks 
aligned with our values, invest back 
into our local communities and drive 
social action through shareholder  

advocacy.  You may recall the UUA’s 
decision to divest itself of all fossil 
fuels over several years, an action 
currently in process through the 
UUCEF. 
 
Eliot Chapel is a community that puts 
its beliefs into action.  We advocate 
for racial justice.  We steward the 
environment. We help local, national 
and international organizations do 
their good work through our weekly 
shared plate collections.  It’s only 
natural that our investments should 
drive social change in the same way. 
Want more information?  Feel free to 
learn more about the UUCEF at 
http://uucef.org. 
 
I want to thank Gary Gray, Natalie 
Rekittke, Steve Mennerick and  
Steven Bain for their hard work and 
due diligence on this action of social 
responsibility. 
 
At our monthly meeting on  
February 9, the Board of Trustees  
will vote to approve the move of 
Eliot’s investments to the UUCEF. 
Board meetings always offer an open 
comment period to members of the 
Eliot community, or you can share 
your thoughts with any Board  
member. 

 

2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
J o r d i  P r a t s ,   
C h a i r  
 

C i n d y  L a u ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

G a r y  G r a y ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

B r u c e  M a c K e n z i e ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d  
 

D a v i d  C o x  
 

S h e r y l  F o s t e r  
 

H o l l y  L i t t l e  
 

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

http://www.uucef.org
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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Friends of Music Concert  
Sunday, Feb. 28 -  3:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
Friends of Music present their third concert of the season. The program will include  
Prokofiev piano sonata #6 played by Chiann-Yi Yawitz, and organ solos and duets played by 
Bob Chamberlin and Mark Overton, saxophone. This concert is free and open to all.  
 

Transylvania Informal Choir Tour 
The Eliot Partner Church Link is planning a pilgrimage to visit our partner church in  
September. We are hoping some singers sign up to travel and that, with a little preparation, 
we can make it a musical experience! If you are interested, contact Jan Chamberlin at  
music@eliotchapel.org. 

Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

music@eliotchapel.org 

Oh, the Places We’ll Go!  

Every year, the month of March brings the 

annual pledge drive to Eliot, a time when 

each of us is asked to make an important 

decision. As Reverend Barbara says, “it’s a 

time to take stock of where our beloved 

community is now – and where we want to 

go in the future.” We hope you will find your 

most meaningful contribution to funding the 

future adventures for Eliot Chapel. “With 

brains in our heads, and our shoes full of 

feet,” we know that we have what it takes 

to succeed! So much is going on here, both 

within our walls and beyond. How can each 

of us be part of a truly exciting new era in the life of Eliot Chapel? You will receive a   

letter in the mail soon, highlighting some of the things we most value about this place – 

and outlining the process through which each of us can make our promise to its future. 

At both Sunday services on March 6, we’ll be handing out pledge cards for all members 

and friends. We hope you’ll plan to attend that day, ready to participate – generously and 

joyfully – in our collective pledge to this beloved community. If you can’t be at church 

that day, we’ll mail you a card. In the end, some of our pledges will be large. Some of our 

pledges will be small. But ALL of our pledges are an essential part of Eliot’s future. 

Your Canvass Team: 

Louise Bradshaw, David and Janis C ox, Gary Gray, Karen Fuchs and Linda Korinek,  
Brian Krippner, and Trina Priese 

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
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Take in the Beauty of Winter at Bergfried 

Bergfried Development Team Update 
Sunday, February 7, 1:00 pm  
Rooms 001/002 on the lower level 
 

The BDT has been busy since last winter’s focus 
group with discussions and drafting a classic 
"strategic planning" model. Click here to see the 
draft strategic plan they have put together. Come discuss the components of the draft, 
including ideas for activities and projects. Leadership and our group see this step as 
part of the process set in motion by the 2012 Bergfried Taskforce report. 

Watch for details on 
all Bergfried events 
in This Week at Eliot  
or join us on  
Facebook at  
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever 

A Peek Behind the Curtain 

Curious about what is going on behind-the-scenes at Eliot? Here’s the latest facili-

ties update: 

 

As promised, Adams Hall and the Guest Center area have been repainted.   

Kennedy Painting did a good job, just as they did for us in the Sanctuary a year and a 

half ago. 

 

The handicap ramp for the Adams Hall entrance is a top priority for repair this 

spring.  We are still in the process of identifying a contractor to do the work. 

 

As many of you have noticed, we've had some issues recently with the street lights 

in the main parking lot.  Those lights are the responsibility of the City of Kirkwood. It 

involves repairs to the underground electrical line and they are working on it. If the 

light isn’t fixed by the time you read this, it should be soon after! 

 

Charles Lewis, Administrator 

admin@eliotchapel.org 

 

Day Trip to Bergfried 
Saturday, February 13 
Keep an eye on the forecast, and your calendar. Join a 
multigenerational crew on a midwinter outing to 
Eliot's Bergfried Campus.  
 Check out our heated (and air conditioned, in the 

summer!) cottage, with porch ... 
 Come see how high or low the Gasconade River level 

is (and find the next "Gift from the Gasconade") … 

 Participate with the Multigenerational Conservation 
Expedition planning team's inspection of possible  
project sites. 

More information to follow, closer to the date.  
Please sign up if interested by emailing  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org. 

Please note the gate combination at Bergfried has changed. Please contact the 

church office at 314-821-0911 or frontoffice@eliotchapel.org if you plan to go out. 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/BergfriedStrategicPlanning11016.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
mailto:admin@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
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There is so much going on 

at Eliot Chapel to help us 

take action for justice in 

our complicated world.  

We have taken the first 

step and we are learning 

about racial injustice 

through Becoming the 

Beloved Community (BBC). 

Now many of us are look-

ing for meaningful ways to 

make a difference. The 

problems seem so big and 

complex and we can be 

overwhelmed. Where to 

start? 

 

Let’s take the second 

step. 

 

Social Justice in Action 

(SJA) can help us to get 

involved and to stretch (a 

little) beyond our comfort 

zones.  SJA offers a range 

of activities pointing  

directly at changing  

governmental policies to 

transform the way our 

world works.  At present 

SJA is working on climate 

justice, health care  

reform, fair and unbiased 

policing, voting rights, 

LGBT rights, ethical  

government and the  

treatment of refugees.  

There is a way for each of 

us to take action. 

 

SJA work starts right here 

in Kirkwood with service 

activities in partnership 

with Meacham Park 

Neighborhood Improve-

ment Association, Room 

at the Inn and Kirk Care. 

Through SJA we educate 

ourselves about 

societal problems 

and solutions. We 

organize forums 

and workshops 

here at Eliot and 

attend programs in the 

wider community. 

 

We witness our UU Princi-

ples at our Tuesday  

evening vigils and in  

demonstrations for social 

justice when we “stand on 

the side of love,” most re-

cently on behalf of Syrian 

refugees and underpaid 

workers. 

 

Finally, we go directly to 

our policy makers and ask 

them to stand with us.  We 

meet with them, sign peti-

tions, gather signatures, 

write letters and make 

phone calls.  We hear 

about their ideas and we 

tell them ours.  We attend 

local meetings of our part-

ners to keep us well  

informed and we contrib-

ute time and resources to 

them - Jobs with Justice, 

Metropolitan Congrega-

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org 

Vigil for Hope & Healing  

Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

tions United, Missouri 

Health Care for All, 

Promo, Empower  

Missouri and others. 

 

Think about it.  Do you 

have 1 or 2 hours each 

week?  5 hours?  1 day 

a month?  Could you 

do research, write a 

letter or article, repre-

sent SJA at commu-

nity meetings?  Could 

you cook a meal for 

Room at the Inn?   

Organize a food drive 

at Eliot?  Rake leaves 

at Fillmore Park?   

Participate in SJA’s 

community policing 

activities?  Go to a 

demonstration?  Meet 

with your legislator?  

Register voters?   

Assist with events at 

Eliot?  Make a phone 

call? 

Yes.  There is much 

to do.  Making a 

difference simply 

requires that we 

take that second 

step.  Let’s do the 

work together.  

Stop by the Social 

Justice in Action 

table in Adams Hall 

after Sunday  

services or click 

here to sign up for 

the Social Justice 

in Action Network.  

  

SJA messages will be 
sent separately and in 
addition to regular  
communications from 
Eliot Chapel.  You will 
not receive SJA alerts 
unless you subscribe. 

Room at the Inn has hosted up to 10 homeless guests on 40 Thursday nights of the 

year for the past 23 years! And this fall saw a “mostly full” guest count every Thursday night. In 

December the RATI team included cooks Marta Gray, Marie Fogleman, Mary Quinn, Jim Lyon, 

Nancy Spargo, and Dale Lintzenich. The hosts were Joan and Bill Clarke, Sarah and Larry  

Reutter, Sue Blandford, and Dot Brownfield. Laundry was done by Laura Conti, Amy Stark, 

Stephanie Ackerman, and Carolyn Burke.  Drivers were Chris Roberts, Rich Vaughn, and  

Sally Kelly. Thank you all! 

It really does take a village. Currently, Eliot’s RATI team is looking to add a  driver or two to the 

rotation.  We drive the RATI van each way. Drivers drive their car to the Bridgeton shelter, pick 

up the guests, drive the RATI van to Eliot and take the van to their home. On Friday morning at 

6:30, they return to Eliot, take the guests to the shelter and pick up their car. If you would  

consider helping once every six weeks or so, email rati@eliotchapel.org for more details. 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
http://facebook.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8b619816632c3a998a33b624a&id=d1ea048355
http://facebook.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8b619816632c3a998a33b624a&id=d1ea048355
mailto:rati@eliotchapel.org
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We are halfway into 
our year of Becoming 
the Beloved Commu-
nity, as we “move 
toward becoming 
effective, joyful and 
courageous partners 

in the struggle for racial justice and healing.” Four months behind us, 
four months to go until our May celebration of commitment. It’s been 
quite a ride, hasn’t it? And we’ve only just begun! 
 

Here’s what your Eliot friends are saying about their experiences...... 
 

“I helped lead a discussion of the movie, ‘Prom Night in Mississippi.’ I 
loved how there were multiple generations who were able to express 
their thoughts and opinions.” Colleen Lee 
 

“I cannot begin to express what Debby Irving’s ‘Waking Up White’ has 
awakened in me!” Joanne Prats   
 

“I found it quite remarkably brave of our own Eliot people of color to get 
up in front of the congregation and share their own very personal and 
difficult experiences with us.” Barbara Harris 
 
“I’ve listened as black mothers describe their fears for their sons and the 
outrageous parenting they have to do just to keep them safe.”  
Trina Priese (To read the full text of Trina’s reflection at the January 17th 
services, click here). 
  

 

New ALL READ Discussion Groups Forming! 

You may choose from....  

 five different books and one set of articles (click here for descriptions) 

 18 different groups, each with an outstanding facilitator*  

 a group starting in a few weeks, in April, or sometime in between 

 locations at Eliot, in Ferguson restaurants, and in homes throughout the city and county  

 

* Thanks to our generous and skilled facilitators who make these discussions possible: Holly Anderson, 

Patricia Bell, Betsey Comfort, Ellen Duncan, Tim Gardner, Mollie Grossman, Madelyn Harris, Barbara and 

Boyd Jones, Jeanne Kloeckner, William Lemon, Roz Marx, Lary Mohl, Carol Moreland, Joanne Prats, Allison 

Ricks, Gail Rock, Amy and Todd Stark, and Dotty Storer. 

 

You may view the entire schedule here and then email BBC@eliotchapel.org with your registration. Or come 

to the BBC table in Adams Hall on Sunday to sign up. 

Building More BRIDGES at Eliot 
Bridges groups, a project of FOCUS  
St. Louis, are mixed-race social groups 
that meet on a regular basis for the  
purpose of developing deep, cross-race 
relationships and addressing the issues 
of race and racism. Each group consists 
of 8-14 individuals who meet four to six 
times a year in a variety of settings  
chosen by group members. Whether a 
group meets for a potluck supper, to 
discuss a new book, or to attend a rele-
vant play or movie, the goal is the same: 
respectful and open communication that 
crosses racial and cultural divides,  
creating friendships and stronger  
communities.  
 

Last fall Mecy Stanfield and Linda 
Korinek started a Bridges group at Eliot. 
The experience has been a powerful one 
for the participants. Click here to find 
out what some of them have to say. 
 

We would like to give more people at 
Eliot an opportunity to join a Bridges 
group, but the challenge is that we have 
so few persons of color in our congrega-
tion. In order to create more Bridges 
groups at Eliot, interested individuals 
would need to recruit potential  
members of color from outside the  
congregation. If you are interested in 
starting a new Bridges group or just 
have questions, please contact Peter 
Wilson at BBC@eliotchapel.org. 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/WorkToDoTPriese.pdf
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/BBCWinter_SpringBookPacket.pdf
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/WinterSpringALLREADbookgrouplistREV1_28.pdf
mailto:BBC@eliotchapel.org
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/Bridgesquotes.pdf
mailto:BBC@eliotchapel.org
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Thursdays 

February 4, 11 

March 3, 10, 31 
 

7:00 - 9:00 pm 

 

Saturday, Feb. 6 

“Cracking the 

Codes” film and 

discussion 
 

9:00 am to noon 

Adams Hall 
 

Becoming Powerful Allies  
Doing the Work 
Led by Claire Wyneken and Peter Wilson, and Tim Gardner 
 

This advanced version of Becoming Powerful Allies (BPA) has been specifically redesigned for 
those who have participated in an ALL READ of Waking Up White and/or in one of the four original 
BPA classes held at Eliot over the last two years. With the support and encouragement of others in 
the class, participants will explore the following questions: 
 

Where am I on my racial justice journey? 
What is a racial justice ally? 
How will I become an ally? 
What is my Action Plan for continuing my journey? 

 

Sign up on the bulletin board between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall at Eliot or email 
BBC@eliotchapel.org. 
 

“Cracking the Codes: The System of Racial Inequity” 

Saturday, February 6; 9 am to noon in Adams Hall 

In this film by Shakti Butler, the systems and behaviors that characterize racism 

are set against established norms and standards of “rightness” within our society 

and are reinforced by institutional and economic power. Racial disparities continue 

to be a complex and layered issue that many people deny and/or are afraid to con-

front. This film and the dialogue that follows will provide an effective initial explo-

ration of race, racism, and racialization. Facilitated by Peter Wilson and Claire 

Wyneken. Although a part of the “Becoming Powerful Allies” series, this event is 

open to all. Please sign up on the bulletin board or email BBC@eliotchapel.org. 

“Too Close for Comfort: Race, Place and Suburban Policing” 
Dr. Andrea S. Boyles, Division Chair of Social and Behavioral Sciences,  
Lindenwood University  
Saturday, February 27 
9:00 to 11:00 am in Adams Hall  
 
One of the spring ALL READ books, Too Close for Comfort, is a  
two-year study of Meacham Park/Kirkwood. It was published in 2015. 
Dr. Boyles interviewed 30 residents of Meacham Park over two years 
about their experiences with law enforcement, as well as the annexa-
tion and the Court House shooting in 2008. She is pleased for this first 
opportunity to present her work to a Kirkwood audience. 
 

Registration is requested but not required. Sign up on the bulletin 
board or by emailing BBC@eliotchapel.org.  

mailto:BBC@eliotchapel.org
mailto:BBC@eliotchapel.org
mailto:BBC@eliotchapel.org
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On the Calendar 

Women’s Alliance 

Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing 
to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

February Meetings 
Tuesday, Feb. 2 - Canada by Richard Ford.  Discussion Leader - Linda Techner 
Tuesday,  Feb. 16 - Movie - "My Side of the Mountain"  Coordinator - Sue Webster 
Tuesday,  Feb. 23 - Brittany Packnett, Executive Director of Teach for America,  
will speak about  that program and the Ferguson Commission.   
Coordinator - Claire Robertson 

If you would like to join others in a contemplative space, in the quiet of our winter season, join us for 
Vespers in February. This month we will take an inclusive approach to the beginning of the Lenten 
season with an Ash Wednesday service, focusing on the Hebrew meaning of repentance, a "return" 
to wholeness. An imposition of ashes ritual will be available, as well as contemplative stations and 
music. Join us, February 10, at 6:45 pm in the Eliot Sanctuary.  
Amy Stark and Ted Lau will lead us.

 

Valentine Candlelight Potluck Dinner & Movie 
Come celebrate Valentine’s Day at Eliot Chapel on Saturday, Feb. 13 with a cozy,  
candlelight potluck dinner followed by a movie. Of course red is the theme of the eve-
ning, and you are encouraged to wear something red or bring something red for din-
ner (red velvet cake, cranberry salad, etc.)  The dinner will be from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in 
Adams Hall followed by an LGBT comedy titled "In and Out." The movie is about a 

beloved teacher who is "outed" and the comedy that ensues. The cast includes Kevin Klein, 
Tom Selleck, and Debbie Reynolds. It's a heart-warming movie everyone can enjoy. Please 
sign up on the bulletin board or contact Lynn Murphy at valentine@eliotchapel.org.  

Potluck Dinner 

Friday, February 19, 6-9 pm in Adams Hall 

All Eliot members/friends who identify as LGBTQ 

are invited. Sign up on the bulletin board or  

contact Linda Anderson for more information at 

pride@eliotchapel.org.  

The next 2016 Women's Weekend planning sessions are scheduled for 12:30 to 

2:30 pm Sunday, Feb. 7 in Room 004 and Sunday, Feb. 21 in room 005.  We are 

looking for people to fill the following positions: Massage Therapist Liaison, 

Carpooling, Publicity, White Elephant. If you are interested in helping with 

Women's Weekend, please attend or email Karen Gottschalk or Cindi Gille-

Rowley at womensweekend@eliotchapel.org. 
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Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 
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Each month Eliot will recognize one or two individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness, hard 
work and committed, joyful spirits. The Volunteer of the Month may have done something especially noteworthy that month, 
or they could be someone who has volunteered faithfully for a long time, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them. If you would like to suggest a volunteer to recognize, let us know at frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.  

In recognition of his decade-plus of volunteer service 

with Eliot youth, Dave Day has been named Eliot’s 

Volunteer of the Month for February!  Dave 

serves as a volunteer advisor for the Senior High 
Youth Group, which includes facilitating Sunday  
sessions, participating in overnight lock-ins, assisting 
with the annual youth-led worship service, and  
attending regional youth conferences (CONs).  In  
addition to his long-term service with the youth 
group, Dave is a certified Our Whole Lives (OWL)  
facilitator for both children and youth, and has served 
as a volunteer facilitator for the kindergarten & 1st 
grade and the 7th-9th grade OWL programs at 
Eliot.  Dave is also active in social justice and has 
served on the Eliot Board of Trustees in previous 
years. Thank you, Dave, for your dedication and support of Eliot ministry to all ages for so many years! 
 

Eliot’s Partner Church Link has sched-

uled another Transylvania trip 
information meeting on  

Sunday, March 20 after the second 
service. We will have information 
about the itinerary, costs, etc.  People 
who have been on the trip in past 
years will be there to answer ques-
tions and show a few slides .  Also, we 
will have Hungarian desserts avail-
able.  Even if you can’t attend the trip 
you are invited to learn more about 
our partner church. The cut-off date 
for trip registration is May 1.  Watch 
for more information or email  
partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org.  

Saturday, March 12 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon  
and Jeanne Olson,  

Membership Team Lead 
If you are a newcomer to  

Eliot Chapel, are considering  
membership, or would just like to get 

to know us better, we highly  
recommend this workshop!  

Watch for the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board and on the Eliot  

website at  
http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre. 

Registration closes March 9.  
Childcare is available if requested  

by March 6. 

Are you currently in a Covenant 
Group? Have you ever been in a Cove-
nant Group?  Have you been thinking 
about joining a Covenant Group? Join 
us Sunday, March 6 at 6:00 pm for a 

Covenant Group Potluck in 

Adams Hall! We currently have over 
160 people participating in a covenant 
group. This is a great opportunity to 
learn more about groups and get to 
know others who are currently in or 
have been a part of the covenant 
group ministry. You can ask  
questions, enjoy good food and  
conversation and see a sample cove-
nant group session. Please RSVP at 
the covenant group table in Adams 
Hall after February services or email  
covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org. 
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Eliot Chapel Clergy 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon, 

Lead Minister 
 

Rev. Jim Crawford, 

Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. John Robinson, 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Eliot Chapel Staff 
 

Scott Stewart, 

Director of Religious Education 

Christie Lee, Asst. Director of 

Religious Education 
 

Jan Chamberlin, 

Music Director 

Dr. Leon Burke III, 

Choir Director 

Pianists: 

     Sue Goldford 

     Dr. David Nalesnik 
 

Charles Lewis, 

Administrator 

Mecy Stanfield, 

Administrative Assistant 

Terri Burtin, 

Communications Specialist 

Myron Simms, 

Facilities Assistant 

Ed Liebman, 

Sunday Custodian 

 
 

February Worship 

Sunday, February 7 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Hope” – Youth Sunday 
Eliot’s Senior High Youth Group will be leading the worship services for the 
Eliot community. This year’s worship theme is "Hope." We hope you will join 
them for music, homilies, storytelling, and community, all led by Eliot’s own 
imaginative youth.   
 

Sunday, February 14 –  9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Desire, Part 1: Sex, or the Wisdom of Owls”– Rev. Barbara H. Gadon  
Yes, this is a sermon about sex! In our month of exploring the meaning of  
desire, we must start with the obvious. Besides, Unitarian Universalists have 
made wonderful contributions to the world of sexual education, through  
decades of OWL classes. What has this taught us over the years? And what 
does our faith teach adults about sexuality? Featured musicians: Eliot Choir. 
 

Sunday, February 21 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Desire, Part 2: Consumption, or the Lure of Stuff” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
It is commonly believed that the advertiser’s job is to create a sense of desire 
in us, through the formula AIDA: attention, interest, desire and action. This is 
now being challenged in interesting ways. What does this tell us about the 
market-driven world we live in, and the choices we make about our money, 
attention and time? Featured musicians: Chamber Singers. 
 

Sunday, February 28 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Desire, Part 3: Wholeness, or the Longing for God” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
What does your desire tell you about the state of your spirit? What is the deep-
est longing of your heart? We conclude our series on desire with a focus on 
desire and the spiritual path. Featured musicians: Women’s Chorale. 

 
 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 

September – May 

 

10:00 am only 

Memorial Day through  

Labor Day 

 

February’s worship theme is Desire 

Eliot 2 Eliot Panel 

Chili & Games Night 

MLK Day Event 


