
deface mosques 
and shout at 
women wearing 
hijab on city buses.  
 What does 
frighten me is the 
number of good 
people who are 
saying nothing 
about it. Good 
people, people 
of faith.  
Suddenly,  
I could imagine our counterparts in Germany in 
the 1920s and 1930s listening to this idiot, this 
imbecile Adolf Hitler and thinking: “Whoever is 
going to take him seriously?” And going about 
their daily business, not knowing that life 
changed for their Jewish neighbors already.  
 Let America be America again. It is up to us 
to speak, to say resist, to say no, to interrupt this 
terrifying new narrative of hate inspired by fear. 
It is up to us to learn about Islam and to teach 
what we know to others. When we hear some-
thing that is wrong or hateful, to interrupt it, 
even if it is uncomfortable. To work alongside 
our Muslim neighbors for the peace that every-
one prays for, longs for, and needs. Let America 
be America again.  
 

Dear Eliot family, I said these words in Clayton at 
the United Against Hate – St. Louis Stands Against 
Islamophobia rally, organized by the Council on 
American Islam Relations in St. Louis. I was one of 
six faith leaders to speak. It was a beautiful sight, 
looking out at women in hijab, parents, students, 
grandparents, and imams of all races, as well as 
people of all faiths. It was what St. Louis should 
look like. There were eight of us from Eliot Chapel 
present, and every one of us had people from the 
Muslim community stop us, look into our eyes and 
thank us for supporting them. All we did was 
show up for an hour on a  
Sunday afternoon. It said vol-
umes to me; how frightening 
these times must be for them. 
How much we are needed.  

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

January 2016 

Our Mission: 

Eliot Chapel, a 

Unitarian Universalist 

community, gathers 

to foster free  

religious thought,  

nurture spiritual 

growth, and act for 

social justice. 

Resistance 
 In 1924, according to the Center for 
Immigration Studies, “The doors to non-
European immigrants clanged nearly 
shut.” In 1965, with a landmark change in 
immigration law, all of this changed. We 
threw the doors of immigration open to 
everyone. I am so thankful.  When we did, 
in the words of Langston Hughes, we “let 
America be America again” – or at least 
we made a start.  
 As Unitarian Universalists, one of our 
most basic spiritual tasks is to promote 
the inherent worth and dignity of all  
people. It’s the first of our seven princi-
ples, the baseline for our faith. All faiths 
have some version of this. Over the past 
year and a half, we’ve discovered two 
very important things. First, we learned 
that the baseline for worth and dignity is 
not where we thought it was for all  
Americans. The uprising in Ferguson 
showed us that the baseline for black  
people, for people of color, is nowhere 
near where privileged people thought it 
was. As Langston Hughes also said, 
“America was never America to me.” 
 The second thing we learned is that it 
is possible for the baseline to shift back-
wards. Given enough fear, enough cow-
ardice, and we could revert back to 1924. 
The door could clang shut again for thou-
sands of Muslims seeking refuge. And if it 
does, America will be less for those who 
cannot come here. America will not be 
America for those Muslims who have 
made their lives here for decades.  It’s not 
really Donald Trump that scares me, or 
even the thought of him being our next 
president. I’m reasonably hopeful that he 
won’t. What does frighten me is the 
crowds of people cheering him on. The 
people who feel he speaks for them. Who 
now openly express hate toward Muslims. 
Who close down whole school districts in 
Virginia because children are taught one 
line of calligraphy from the Koran. Who 

www.eliotchapel.org 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org
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Sharing Our Bounty 

Don't miss the annual Eliot Chapel 

Chili & Games Night! 
Saturday, January 16 

5:30 - 8:30 pm in Adams Hall 
 

Chili cook-off and dessert bake-off 

Prizes awarded to: 

 best meat chili 

 best vegetarian chili 

 best dessert 

Plus charades, Scrabble, and MORE! 
 

Look for sign-up sheets on the bulletin board. 
Questions?  Contact Christie Lee at christie@eliotchapel.org. 

preserve its heritage. 

The MPNIA seeks to 

help improve the  

quality of life in the 

community by provid-

ing a forum for sharing 

information, connect-

ing neighbors, promot-

ing activities, and  

fostering civic involve-

ment in its diverse 

community. The 

MPNIA offers an oppor-

tunity for neighbors to 

bring forth their  

concerns and  

problems,  

Eliot’s January offer-

ing will be shared with 

the Meacham Park 

Neighborhood  

Improvement Associa-

tion (MPNIA) and its 

scholarship program.  

In the southeastern 

corner of Kirkwood, 

just across Big Bend, 

sits the historic 

neighborhood of 

Meacham Park. With 

its strong ethnic  

identity, this commu-

nity has struggled over  

the decades to  

providing direction and 

connecting them to  

resources for resolution  

of their issues.  

 

The Meacham Park  

Scholars Award is a merit-

based college scholarship 

granted by the MPNIA. It is 

awarded to an African 

American high school  

senior at Kirkwood High 

School who pursues  

academic excellence, 

school leadership, and a 

commitment to community  

service.  

 

 

 

 

In November, Eliot Chapel 

collected $2,700 for  

Metropolitan Congregations 

United.  
 

The Partner Church Link 

thanks everyone who  

contributed to the collection 

at the Thanksgiving Bread 

services.  We collected 

$2,440, which will be used to 

buy bread for the elderly 

people in our partner church 

village of Nyaradszentmar-

ton in Transylvania.   
 

In December, we collected  

$1,600 for the Gateway 

Women’s Access Fund and 

$2,634 for the Ministers  

Discretionary Fund. 

meachamparknia.org 

mailto:christie@eliotchapel.org
http://www.meachamparknia.org
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Child Dedication  
Congratulations to the following children, who were 

dedicated during the 9:30 worship service on  

December 6, and their families: 

Charlie Leonard Grossmann & Julia Vi Grossmann, 

children of Mollie & Matt Grossmann 

James Ilan Thorn, son of Laura Peer & brother of  

Astrid & Lucinda Thorn 

George Elliott Ciszewski, son of  

Kalen Ponche-Ciszewski & Chris Ciszewski 

Congratulations to Aislynn Pasierb, who has been selected for a staff position at  

UU Youth Midwest Leadership School (YMWLS) in July 2016 in Beloit, WI. YMWLS is an 

intentional faith community and learning experience which equips UU youth with a foun-

dation that deepens their UU religious development and expands their leadership ability, 

both in their Unitarian Universalist community and beyond. You can read more about it at 

https://www.mwls.org/youth. 

Aislynn participated in YMWLS last summer, along with Elena Bowland, Miranda Allen, 

Christopher Twombly, and Colleen Lee. Aislynn is a leader in the Eliot youth group, is a  

regular participant in worship services, served as the 2015 Lead Director for the Christmas 

Pageant, volunteers in the children’s program, and co-led a multigenerational movie night 

for Eliot’s Becoming Beloved Community initiative.  She has also been recognized by the 

Unitarian Universalist Association as a Luminary Leader and will represent Eliot at the  

2016 General Assembly in Columbus, OH. 

Aislynn 

Questions about Religious Education? 

children@eliotchapel.org 

to Eliot’s newest  

members: 

 

 

Karen Beargie, Antoinette Saunders,  
Joel & Sarah Vanderheyden, Cynthia Jobe, Laura Peer, 

 Idolina Hernandez  & Ian Winlof,  
Jon & Andrea Spiesman, Chris & Katie Markham 

https://www.mwls.org/youth
mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
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Jordi Prats, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

Vision 20/20 Progress Report 

  
 

 

2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
J o r d i  P r a t s ,   
C h a i r  
 

C i n d y  L a u ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

G a r y  G r a y ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

B r u c e  M a c K e n z i e ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d  
 

D a v i d  C o x  
 

S h e r y l  F o s t e r  
 

H o l l y  L i t t l e  
 

One of the Board’s most far-reaching  
activities is to establish the mission and 
vision of Eliot Chapel. (The current Mission 
and Ends of Eliot are here. The banner in 
Adams Hall also carries our Mission.) 
 

Mission and Vision describe what we are 
and want to be. They drive what we do and 
don’t do, long into the future. We do this 
every six to eight years: frequently enough 
to keep up with the changing needs of the 
church and larger community, without re-
acting to every shift of the wind. 
 

Much work has been done on this in recent 
months, so here’s an update with some 
context: 
 

Last spring, a series of discovery sessions 
told us that the Chapel’s most prominent 
values are Inspiration, Connection and  

Compassion. In July, the 
Board empanelled the  
Vision 20/20 Core Team to 

conduct a congregational conversation 
which would lead to the Chapel’s new  
Mission and Vision. At an August retreat, 
the Board and Core Team went through a 
facilitated process to determine a powerful 
question to pose to the congregation:  
What is Life calling Eliot to be? 
 

Throughout October and November,  
almost 90 of you shared moments in your 
life at Eliot that called up our values. You 
also shared your ideas for what Eliot might 
become. The Core Team listened, captured 
the essence of each message and added 
the long-term wishes for Eliot from the May 
2015 congregational survey, then spent 
several meetings in discussion and discern-
ment before making its recommendation to 
the Board in December. 
 

The Core Team’s recommendation to the 
Board for Eliot Chapel’s Mission is: 

Bound by courageous love,  
growing in spirit and inspiring  

compassionate action. 

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

Their recommendation for our Vision is: 

Creating a just world through  
vibrant, beloved community. 

 
Each is underpinned by extensive data collec-
tion and thoughtful consideration. The Board 
is in the process of discussing these state-
ments and will take a final vote at the Board 
meeting on January 12.   
 

Since Mission accomplishes nothing without 
specific, measurable objectives, the Board 
will conduct a retreat in late January to re-
write the Ends (goals) of Eliot Chapel. These 
establish what difference we will make in 
whose lives. We will, of course, share these 
with the congregation -- at the latest by the 
May 2016 Annual Congregational Meeting – 
then delegate making progress toward them 
to Rev. Barbara and her team. As we do  
today, future Boards will monitor how we are 
doing on our Ends, to ensure that carefully 
written and well-intentioned words turn into 
meaningful action over the long-term. 
 

I want to thank everyone who provided input 
in this process. If you have additional 
thoughts, feel free to contact us at  
eliotboard@eliotchapel.org. Your voice  
is indispensable in ensuring Eliot Chapel’s 
future.  
 

Finally, I want to call out the work of an  
incredible group of Eliot members. The Vision 
20/20 Core Team of Ted Lau, Brian Krippner, 
Louise Bradshaw and Steve Mennerick was 
led by Cindy Lau, and did magnificent, 
thoughtful work. They have done a great  
service to Eliot Chapel and deserve our 
thanks. 
 

I look forward to a new approved Mission, 
Vision and Ends of Eliot Chapel and to a bright 
future for our church. 
 

http://www.acswebnetworks.com/eliotunitariankirkwood/article309814.htm
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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“Fast away the old year passes...Fa la la la la…”  
Here comes the new year. Happy 2016—We have lots to look forward to!  
It’s Leon’s turn to lead our Music Sunday in April, and we’re going to help him realize a dream. We 
are planning to sing Jason Shelton’s “Sources,” a cantata in seven movements celebrating the 
sources of our Unitarian beliefs. Each movement is in a different musical style (including rap!). 
Leon will begin rehearsing this work on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in just a few weeks, so if you 
want to be part of this experience please let us know and we will include you. We especially need 
basses, tenors and sopranos.   
 

Children’s Chalice Choir will begin a new round of singing soon. If you have a boy or girl in 1st - 5th 
grade who likes to sing, bring him/her to the Music Room after the first service on Sundays. We welcome new voices. 
 

The UU Children’s Choir is a summer camp that takes place every 3-4 years where children ages 9-12 prepare music and 
rehearse it with a nationally-known conductor, then sing a concert at the UU Music Conference. The next one is in 
Madison, Wisconsin July 20-24, 2016. We’ve had four Eliot kids participate in this and it’s always a great experience. For 
more information or to audition, see Jan right away or visit UUMN.org. (The deadline has been extended.) 
 

On Sunday, Jan. 31 at 3:00 pm the Friends of Music present a free concert of chamber music by Malcolm Arnold, Max 
Reger and Gabriel Fauré. Featured musicians will be Paula Bernhardt, Tanya Couture, Anna Lackschewitz and the Osler 
Quintet. For more info please email fomcstl@gmail.com.  
 

We’re always looking for new folks to share their music on Sunday mornings.  
If you play an instrument or sing and want to make a talent contribution, please see Jan.  Thanks to all who sang and 
rang on Christmas Eve—it was magical!  Happy New Year!   
 

Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

music@eliotchapel.org 

A warm thank you to everyone who helped ring in the holiday  
season at the 40th Annual Eliot Chapel Madrigal, bringing holiday 

cheer to 290 guests in three sold-out performances! 
 

To the Eliot Chapel Staff, especially Terri Burtin, Charles Lewis, Myron Simms & Jamacia Stanfield; and 
 

To Those Who Gave Extra-Generously of Their Time & Talents: Carolyn Burke, Bill Engel, Cindi Gille-Rowley & 
Camille Hermann; Playwrights Jim Gottschalk & Mark Rowley; Not-Ready-for-Reformation Players Elitta 
DeArmond, Eric Denson, Marsha Fleming, Sara Fleming, Sara Hussain, Tripp Narup, Jeremy Patterson & Todd 
Stark; The Greenleaf Singers & The Recorder Players of the St. Louis Madrigal Consort; and 
 

To the Wonderful Castle Workers & Volunteers, Without Whom There Would Not Be a Madrigal:  Jenny Anderson & Millie 
Cashatt, Sue Blandford, Sarah Carter, Mirjam Collegeman, David & Janis Cox, Linda Cummings, Caroline Day, Corinne  
Esneault, Marilyn Fallert, Marie Fogleman, Elizabeth Hankinson, Carol & Dan Hechenberger, Kris Hickey, Mary Hill, Jennifer & 
Matt Husky, Sue Jarrett, Jan Kilgen, Linda Korinek & Sydney Korinek Fuchs, Jerry & Pat Krull, Ann Lemon, Debbie Linder, Dale 
& John Lintzerich, Bob & Mary Meihaus, Anne Meneely, Sharon McCarron, Jerry Messer, Lynn Murphy, Miriam Murphy,  
Michelle Peeler, Carolyn Peters, Ann Petlin, Larry & Sarah Reutter, Jim & Sue Reed, Chris Roberts, Lucille Rock, Jeanne Sikora, 
Ava & Julie Smith, Janet Solecki, Amy, Casey & Will Stark, Kim Swenson, Lanette & Steve Tanaka, Judy Tisdale, Jo Tiemann, 
Julie Triplett, Irmgard Voss & Liz Wheeler; and 
 

To All who attended as guests, who invited guests, and anyone whose name 
has inadvertently been left off this list! 
  

Thank You All! 
Karen Gottschalk & Ken Denson, 2015 Madrigal Co-Chairs  

http://www.UUMN.org
mailto:fomcstl@gmail.com
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
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A Taste of Bergfried Comes to Kirkwood 

Winter is a great time to enjoy nature, and 
Eliot’s Bergfried Campus is a great place do it. 
A bit of Bergfried comes to Eliot, too, this 
month: 
 

Winter Warmup Potluck Dinner 
Saturday, Jan. 30 in Adams Hall 
Sponsored  by the Bergfried Team 
5:00 pm Development Team Discussion 
6:00 pm Potluck 
Bring a favorite dish to share, and enjoy the 
camaraderie. Before dinner the Bergfried 
Development Team will lead a discussion on 
the mission, vision and strategies found in 
the draft long range strategic plan (see  
below). After dinner, we’ll offer a virtual fire 
circle featuring Eliot musicians and, if  
conditions are right, astronomical night sky 
viewing outside.  Supervised activities for 
kids will be offered throughout.   
Sign-up sheets are on the Eliot bulletin  
board or you may contact  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org.  

Bergfried Day Trip  
Saturday, Jan. 9 
Even in "deep midwinter" there is plenty to 
see and do at Bergfried. The Bergfried Team is 
sponsoring the first day hike of the year on 
Saturday, Jan. 9.  An optional guided hike or 
two will be offered, but feel free to come out 
and do your own thing or do nothing! Bring 
sturdy shoes and  provisions for the day. The 
cottage will be available for warming up.  
For more details email 
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org. 

Watch for details 

on all Bergfried 

events in This 

Week at Eliot  or 

join us on  

Facebook at  

facebook.com/

groups/

BergfriedForever 

Next Steps: Bergfried Development Team Report 

The Bergfried Development Team has been continuing our work to outline future 

possibilities for Bergfried and to develop a strategic plan to reach a desired  

future state.  This report is the second in our series of updates and requests for 

input as we move through the strategic planning process.  Click here to read the 

report or visit the Eliot website at http://www.eliotchapel.org/bergfried. 

 

bergfrieddevelopment@eliotchapel.org 

Don’t forget about Bergfried cottage 
rentals. The cottage, with heat and hot 

water, is available for short-term stays at  
 $25/night plus a key/damage deposit.   
The cottage has been rekeyed.   
For more information, email  
bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org. 

bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/BergfriedDevTeamStratPlanningReportDec2015.pdf
http://www.eliotchapel.org/bergfried
mailto:bergfrieddevelopment@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
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The Social Justice in  

Action Team has been 

hard at work identifying 

the important concerns of 

the community that it will 

address in 2016.  The  

following issues have 

been selected because of 

their interest to Eliot 

members and the opportu-

nity they offer for mean-

ingful societal change.  

Each issue is central to 

Unitarian Universalist 

principles and allows us to 

act for social justice. 

 

Health Care  

Maximize opportunities 

available under the Afford-

able Care Act in Missouri 

by expanding Medicaid to 

138% of the Federal Pov-

erty Level.  This change in 

the law will provide cover-

age to 300,000 uninsured 

Missourians. Partners:  

Missouri Health Care for 

All, Metropolitan Congre-

gations United (MCU). 

 

Civil Rights 

Support the Missouri  

Non-discrimination Act 

(MONA).  In Missouri,  

lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender people can be 

fired from their jobs, 

evicted from their homes, 

and denied access to  

public accommodations 

and services.  MONA 

would prohibit discrimina-

tion based on sexual  

orientation and gender 

identity in the workplace.  

Partner: PROMO. 

Voting Rights 

Protect the right to 

vote by opposing 

voter ID require-

ments that set up 

unnecessary  

obstacles to voting.   

Partner: Advancement 

Project, Jobs with Justice. 

 

Policing Reform 

Improve policing practices 

by requiring collection of 

expanded data on auto 

stops, data collection on 

walking stops and the  

enforcement of data col-

lection provisions. Change 

the state law on police 

use of force to meet  

Supreme Court standards.  

Partner: MO-ACLU, MCU. 

 

Good Government 

Support passage of an 

amendment to the  

Missouri constitution that 

will address reforms in 

state government ethics, 

campaign finance and re-

districting.  Plans are that 

the proposed amendment 

will be on the ballot in 

Nov. 2016 via initiative 

petition. Partner: Coalition 

to be announced. 

  

Legislative Workshop  

set for January 30 

Do you know how the Missouri Legislature 
works?  Do you know the ins and out of 
Eliot’s 2016 Policy Agenda?  Do you want to 
know what you can do to help? 
 

Join the Social Justice in Action Team on 
Saturday, January 30, from 10 am to noon 
and become a well-informed advocate for 
systems change!  Be on the lookout for  
details. 

Bundle up and join us  

on Eliot’s front lawn 

each Tuesday  

at 6:00 pm as vigils  

continue into  

the new year.  

Vigil for Hope & Healing—Every Tuesday 

Don’t Miss Out! 

Make sure you stay up-to-date on 

SJA events and announcements by 

subscribing to the SJA network.  

If you haven’t already, click here  

to sign up. 

http://eepurl.com/QlcFv
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On the Calendar 

Women’s Alliance 

Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an  
outing to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

January Meetings 
Tuesday, Jan. 5: Dead Wake by Erik Larson.  Discussion Leader - Sue Blandford     
Tuesday, Jan. 19: Travel Talk - Artwork of Italy.  Coordinator - Linda Techner 
Tuesday, Jan. 26: Clothing and Accessory Exchange.  Setup at 9:30; sale at 10:00.   
                                   Coordinator - Janie Fowler 

Do you have post-Holiday Season blues? Do you need a dose of spiritual renewal? Our next monthly 
vespers will be held in the Sanctuary from 6:45 to 7:20 pm on Wednesday, January 6.  This “turning 
of the year” edition will feature readings from the Celtic earth-centered spiritual tradition, and will 
offer meditative piano music in a darkened, candle-lighted space.  The service will be led by Cindy 
and Ted Lau.  

 

Leadership Gathering At Next Board Meeting 
At the next Board of Trustees meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 12, the Nominations Commit-
tee is hosting a small gathering of Eliot Chapel members who might be interested in 
leadership roles.  We plan on joining the Board in session at 8:00 pm in Adams Hall, 
where we will observe the last half hour of the meeting and then have light snacks and 
informal discussion.  This is an opportunity for any who feel they have the time and  
talents to help lead the church in 2016 and beyond.  If you are interested in attending, 
contact Nominations Chair Ellen Smith at nominating@eliotchapel.org.   
 

T h e  2 0 1 6  W o m e n ' s  W e e k e n d  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a g a i n  a t  t h e  
T o d d h a l l  R e t r e a t  C e n t e r  i n  C o l u m b i a ,  I L ,  o n  A p r i l  2 2 -  
A p r i l  2 4 .  O n  S u n d a y ,  J a n .  1 0  w e  w i l l  b e  h o l d i n g  a n  o p e n  
W o m e n ’ s  W e e k e n d  m e e t i n g .  W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  
t o  b e  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m i t t e e s :  p u b l i c i t y ,   c a r p o o l i n g ,   i c e b r e a k e r  
g a m e s  a n d  c l a n  a s s i g n m e n t s  a t  l u n c h ,  w e l c o m e  a n d  S u n d a y  w o r s h i p ,  
n a m e  b u t t o n  t a b l e ,   w h i t e  e l e p h a n t  s a l e ,  n a m e  t a g s ,  s i g n a g e  f o r   
w o r k s h o p s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  m a s s a g e  t h e r a p i s t  a s s i s t a n c e  ( u n l o a d i n g  a n d  
s e t - u p ) .  
 

B r i n g  y o u r  i d e a s  f o r  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  c o n t a c t s  f o r  w o r k s h o p  l e a d e r s .  I f  
y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e l p i n g  w i t h  W o m e n ’ s  W e e k e n d  p l e a s e  p l a n  t o  
a t t e n d .  I f  y o u  c a n ' t  b e  t h e r e ,  e m a i l  K a r e n  G o t t s c h a l k  a n d  C i n d i   
G i l l e - R o w l e y  a t  w o m e n s w e e k e n d @ e l i o t c h a p e l . o r g .  

Women’s 

Weekend  

Planning 

Meetings: 

January 10 

and 

January 24 

12:30—2:30 pm 

Room 005 

The church  

offices will  

be closed   

Monday, Jan. 18 

for Martin  

Luther King, Jr. 

Day. 

mailto:nominating@eliotchapel.org
mailto:womensweekend@eliotchapel.org
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In 2016 a group from Eliot will travel to Transylvania and visit our Partner Church 
also. Are you interested in joining them? If so, come to an informational meeting 
on Thursday, January 14 at 7 pm in the Junior High Room. We will have copies of 
the itinerary available, plus information about air arrangements, registration  

details, costs, etc.  We expect that some of the people who have made this trip in 
the past will be available to answer questions.   

The trip begins Saturday, 
September 17 in Kolozsvar/ 
Cluj Romania and continues through Monday, September 26, 
ending in Kolozsvar.  You will also hear about an optional  
pre-trip extension in Budapest from September 14 through 
September 17.   
 

During the first part of the trip, the group will visit several  
historical sites in Transylvania, many of them related to the rise 
of Unitarianism in that part of the world.  At the end of the 
trip, we will spend four nights and three days in our beautiful 
partner village of Nyaradszentmarton, visting the people,  
seeing local sites and experiencing their annual Thanksgiving 
service.  To see the itinerary, click here or go to Eliot Chapel's 
website at www.eliotchapel.org/groups_activities and look for 

the Partner Church link information.  You may also contact Beth Rossow at partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org.   
If you can't make the meeting, please look for the Partner Church Link table in Adams Hall on January 10 and 17  
after each service to pick up trip information there. 

Visit Transylvania and 

our Partner Church 

with Eliot friends! 

Learn more at a trip 

information meeting 

on January 14.   

Start off the New Year with a Miracle! “A Course in Miracles”  

Every Monday evening, year-round, from 7 to 8:30 pm in Adams Hall 

a study group meets which focuses on the metaphysical text “A 

Course in Miracles” (ACIM).  There are over 2,000 study groups 

across the world and 18 in the St. Louis area. The course, which has 

also been translated into 20 languages,  takes its participants on a 

spiritual journey which, through practice, leads to peaceful living.  It 

focuses on key concepts such as forgiveness, replacing fear with 

love and approaching life in a positive, nonjudgmental way. ACIM 

has universal themes, which help in remembering one’s “spiritual” 

self.  Experiential sharing, reading and reflection are the core of the 

study group. This group has been meeting at Eliot Chapel for over 20 

years. It is an open meeting and one can attend at any time. 

 

For more information contact Corinne Esneault at  

miracles@eliotchapel.org. For information on “A Course in Miracles” 

online refer to the St. Louis ACIM website at www.acimstlouis.org. 

If your New Year’s resolution 

is to clear out clutter, start 

with your bookshelves! The 

Women's Alliance Book Fair 

will be happy to accept your 

extra books. Just drop them 

off in the  DuBois library in 

Adams Hall and we will find 

new homes for them. 

Flowers for Sunday Worship 
Flower arrangements at Sunday 
Worship services enhance the 
beauty of the Sanctuary and the 
service. They can also celebrate a 
life milestone or anniversary or 
serve as a remembrance of a   
loved one. If you have a Sunday  
you would like to participate, 
please let Carolyn Burke know by 
emailing flowers@eliotchapel.org. 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/PartnerChurch2016TripItin.pdf
http://www.eliotchapel.org/groups_activities
mailto:partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org
mailto:church@eliotchapel.org
mailto:miracles@eliotchapel.org
http://www.acimstlouis.org
mailto:flowers@eliotchapel.org
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More ALL READ Discussion Groups  

Coming! 

In response to requests from both those who missed 

the fall ALL READ sessions and those who partici-

pated and want more, BBC will be offering more small 

group discussions beginning in February. This time 

you’ll have a choice of several books: 

 

 Waking Up White by Debby Irving (a repeat) 

 Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the  

Age of Color Blindness by Michelle Alexander   

 Just Mercy: A Story Of Justice and Redemption  

by Bryan Stevenson  

 Race, Place, and Suburban Policing: Too Close   

for Comfort by Andrea Boyles 

 A series of articles on Black Lives Matter (and 

possibly some community action) 

 

Come to Adams Hall on January 17  to sign up for the 

book of your choice and a group that works with your 

schedule.  

BBC Launches New Opportunities! 

Coming in February and March 

“Becoming Powerful Allies”  
Five Thursday evenings:  
February 4, 11, March 3, 10, 31     
plus one Saturday morning: February 6 
Facilitators: Peter Wilson and  
Claire Wyneken 
Registration and regular attendance are 
required. 
 

“Too Close for Comfort:  
Race, Place and Suburban Policing”  
Saturday, February 27  
9:00-11:00 am in Adams Hall  
Forum with author Andrea Boyles 
 

“Implementation of the Ferguson  
Commission Report and How Eliot  
Might Get Involved” 
Sunday, March 13 after the 11:00 service 
Forum with Bethany Johnson-Javois,  
Managing Director of the Ferguson  
Commission and CEO of the  
St. Louis Integrated Health Network  

Building on what we’ve learned during these busy fall months, 
we’re pleased to announce the re-launch of BBC for  
January through May... 
You’re invited to Adams Hall after services on January 17 for what could 
be considered BBC Spring Semester Registration! We’ll have information 
tables featuring many exciting BBC opportunities coming up in the next 
few months. We can answer your questions or direct you to the right 
person, and offer materials to read. You can choose from the many  
options, including: 
 

“Eliot to Eliot: The People You Know Panel”  
Sunday, January 17, 1:00-3:00 pm in Adams Hall 
Panelists Leon Burke, Noel Burke, Lisa Kastner, Ed Shew, and Mecy Stanfield 
 

“Listen for a Change: Sacred Conversations for Racial Justice”  
Friday and Saturday, January 22-23   
This two-day national conference, live-streamed at Emmanuel Church in 
Webster Groves, features outstanding speakers and workshop leaders 
with local small-group breakout sessions. It is for “anyone who is  
interested in a theological perspective on racial justice and a fuller under-
standing of present realities and ways to transform them.” Registration 
required. $35 per person. 

What have we learned during the first four 

months of the BBC process, as members and friends of 
Eliot Chapel have worked toward becoming effective, 
joyful and courageous partners in the struggle for racial  
justice and healing? 
 
We’ve learned that this work, as difficult as it often is,  
is strengthened by a supportive and engaged commu-
nity. Read what some of our fall ALL READ participants 
have to say: 
 

“I learned that many good people struggle  
as I do with uncertainty, anguish.” 
 

“I’m grateful to know that others experience  
confusion on this issue, even while wishing to  
address it in some way.” 

 

“These discussions have given me new friend-
ships, as well as resolve, courage, inspiration.” 



Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 
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Each month Eliot will recognize one or two individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness, hard 
work and committed, joyful spirits. The Volunteer of the Month may have done something especially noteworthy that month, 
or they could be someone who has volunteered faithfully for a long time, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them. If you would like to suggest a volunteer to recognize, let us know at frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.  

In Sympathy 

The Green Lantern and the Green Hornet have nothing  

on Eliot’s own Green Thumb, Carolyn Burke! 
Carolyn quietly slips in and out of Eliot Chapel, leaving 
wonderful things in her wake. As chair of the Flower Team, 
she organizes the group that provides beautiful floral  
arrangements in the Sanctuary for Sunday  services. She 
updates the decorations around the Chapel, taking Eliot 
from season to season effortlessly. Her organizational 
skills come in handy when she serves as a bread table 
monitor for Eliot’s annual bread  services. During the  
holidays, Carolyn makes sure that the candle arrangements 
are in the Sanctuary windows for Christmas Eve services 
and can also be found helping with set-up for Madrigal. 
She even provides her lovely voice as a member of the 
Women’s Chorale. 
 

But that’s not all. Carolyn is trained as a sound tech so she 
is a valuable member of our sound team, and she also sends cards of comfort to Eliot members and friends. Her name pops 
up on the RATI thank you list for doing laundry, she helped staff the photo registration table for our upcoming photo  

directory and she keeps the Guest Center stocked and welcoming. All of this makes Carolyn our Volunteer of the 
Month for January.  Thank you for all you do for Eliot! 

We extend our condolences to Eliot  
families who have recently lost  
loved ones. 

JoAnne Rima and family.   
JoAnne’s son, Harry Russell, died  
on December 12.   

Operating Policies & Procedures: January 2016 Update  

Are you wondering about Eliot’s policies? Do you have questions about Eliot’s guidelines & operat-

ing procedures?  The Eliot community is invited to explore the Chapel’s policies & procedures, 

which can be found at www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws.   

 

Eliot also takes considerable pride in how hard we work to keep the entire Chapel community as 

safe as possible. All Eliot members and friends are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the 

Safe Congregation Policy, found here and on the Policies and Bylaws page of the website. The 

policy has been recently updated and even been adopted by several of the UU Mid-America  

Region’s youth councils for outlining safety expectations for regional youth events.  

Winter is here! 

If you have a question about weather-

related closings at Eliot Chapel, check  

the home page of the website at  

eliotchapel.org or call the church office at 

314-821-0911. Any closings will be commu-

nicated in those places. To read the full 

Bad Weather Policy, click here. 

mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/SafeCongregationPolicyFinal201516.pdf
http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws
http://www.eliotchapel.org
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/BadWeatherPolicyUpdated03_2013v2.pdf
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January Worship 

Sunday, January 3 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“A New Year, A New Beginning” – Rev. Jim Crawford 
2016 is a new year that finds our world sorely in need of new beginnings.  Fear,  
bigotry and hate are pervasive.  Yet, when we look within our hearts we know that 
peace, love and joy are the principles that bring much needed healing and whole-
ness to a fractured humanity.  The first principle of Unitarian Universalism sets a 
solid foundation for us to build a peaceful new year:  “We affirm and promote the 
inherent worth and dignity of every person.”  During this first service of the new 
year, we will take time to reflect on letting go of the old year and embracing the 
promise of the new one. Featured musicians: Chamber Singers. 
 

Sunday, January 10 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Spiritual Defiance: Resisting Ego” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
One of the basic spiritual tasks of our lifetimes is taming the unhealthy ego.  
Despite all information to the contrary, we still tend to think we’re in charge of the 
universe, and it makes us royally cheesed to find out we’re not. How do we resist 
this human but hurtful impulse? Featured musicians: Women’s Chorale. 
 

Sunday, January 17 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Waking Up” – Jeanette Mott Oxford 
To honor Dr. King and the continuing struggle for racial justice, Jeanette Mott  
Oxford will tell the story of how she “woke up as a white woman who grew up in 
southern IL in rural poverty” and what she believes her role is now that she is 
awake. Featured musicians: Eliot Choir. 
Ms. Oxford is Executive Director of Empower Missouri. She has also served in the  
Missouri House of Representatives, representing the 59th district. A Democrat, she was 
the first openly lesbian member of the Missouri Legislature.  
 

Sunday, January 24 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Spiritual Defiance: Resisting Orthodoxy” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
One of the basic spiritual tasks of a free religion is to “resist orthodoxy.” We’ve 
got this one, right? Unitarian and Universalist history is built on such resistance. 
What are the religious orthodoxies today that need resisting – both within Unitar-
ian Universalism and in the wider world of religion? How do we resist orthodoxy 
among ourselves and in the wider world? Featured musicians: Chamber Singers. 
 

Sunday, January 31 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Spiritual Defiance: Resisting Empire” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
One of the basic spiritual tasks of the church is to speak truth to power, and stand 
up to Empire: the military, economic and cultural forces that oppress people.   
Empire also protects, enriches and gives many of us special tax breaks, so oppos-
ing it is not easy. How does a privileged people resist Empire? Featured musicians: 
Women’s Chorale. 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 

September – May 

 

10:00 am only 

Memorial Day through  

Labor Day 

January’s worship theme is Resistance 

United Against Hate Rally 


