March 2016
Eliot Unitarian Chapel
100 South Taylor Ave.
Kirkwood, MO 63122
314-821-0911
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org

Office hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Our Mission:
Bound by
courageous love,
growing in spirit,
and inspiring
compassionate
action.

Leap of Faith
As I write these words,
I’m on a flight to LA with
my laptop. I hug my
elbows into my sides as
my fellow travelers play
games and watch movies
on their devices, eyes
glued to screens, earbuds
firmly in place. We are
courteous to each other,
but it is clear we are
traveling in our own little
electronic worlds.
As an introvert, this sort of
works for me, I have to
admit. I enjoy engaging
with people, but hate
small talk, and as an introvert, such situations can
be exhausting. My extroverted spouse, on the
other hand, loves it. He
has a knack for asking
strangers interesting questions, and they tell him
stuff I could have never
imagined. It’s a gift that I
envy. Despite all the wisdom in appreciating the
journey as much as the
destination, I find myself
impatient. Of course, as
with most spiritual irritation, it’s all about control.
Sharon Salzberg writes
about actually being stuck
on a grounded airplane.
She was really getting
restless. She says, Then I

remembered an image that
Bob Thurman, professor of
Buddhist studies at Columbia University, often uses
to describe kindness and
compassion that comes
from seeing the world
more truthfully. He says,
“Imagine you are on the
New York City subway, and
these Martians come and
zap the subway car so that
those of you in the car are
going to be together . . .
forever.” What do we do?
If someone is hungry, we
feed them. If someone is
freaking out, we try to
calm them down. We
might not at all like everybody, or approve of them –
but we are going to be
together forever, and we
need to respond with the
wisdom of how interrelated our lives are, and will
remain. Sitting on that
airplane, I was struck by
the recollection of Bob’s
story. I looked around the
cabin, and thought,
“Maybe these are my
people.”

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Lead Minister
bgadon@eliotchapel.org

neighborhood, your city,
your country. These are
the people you are on the
journey with, here and
now. Liberation calls us to
work together and find
enjoyment in who and
what is around us. May
liberation come to all of us
as we walk together as a
faith community. Please
join me March 6 as we
honor our liberating
journey together as a
church and offer our
financial and personal
commitments to
Eliot Chapel.

Our theme for March is
“liberation.” I believe
much liberation comes
from just this sort of
recognition. These are
your people. This is your
family. This is your

www.eliotchapel.org
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Grief Education & Support
Rev. Jim will be facilitating a seven-part series on grief education and support
beginning March 31. Dawn Schulte, LCSW- bereavement coordinator for
St. Anthony's Hospice, will lead the overview of the series on March 31 in
collaboration with Rev. Jim. Participants will determine the schedule of meetings
for the remaining six parts of the series during our first meeting.

Grief Education & Support Program Overview
Thursday, March 31 from 3:00- 5:00 p.m.
The Junior High Room
Open to anyone who has experienced the loss of a loved one or
is dealing with anticipatory grief.
Rev. Jim Crawford,
Minister of
Pastoral Care

If you would like to participate, please let Rev. Jim know by Sunday, March 27
via email at jcrawford@eliotchapel.org.

Covenant Group Potluck
Sunday, March 6 - 6:00 pm in Adams Hall
Childcare available!




Enjoy good food and conversation
Ask questions about covenant groups
If you wish, you can participate in a sample covenant group

If you have been thinking about joining a group or just
want to learn more about them, please join us!
Sign up at the Covenant Group table in Adams Hall on
Sundays or email covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org.

Sharing Our Bounty

In January, Eliot Chapel
collected $2,545 for
the Meacham Park
Neighborhood
Improvement
Association.
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Something to Hoot About
Congratulations to Eliot Chapel’s 14 kindergarten and first grade Our Whole Lives (OWL) graduates. Following the
closing celebration on Sunday, February 28, these children have completed this Unitarian Universalist sexuality
education program for K-1 children, which you can learn more about at http://www.uua.org/re/owl

Audrey Miller, Charlie Grossmann,
Aubin Kurtz, Calvin Herzon, Laura Davis,
Alex Hermann, Avery Hermann,
Xander Patterson, Sean Galfi, Helena Huber,
Elena Haas, Amaya Garcia, Elena Garcia,
and Lucy Diemler
A special thank you to Caroline Day, Justin Carney, and
Jeremy Patterson for serving as volunteer facilitators for
this year’s K-1 Our Whole Lives program.

children@eliotchapel.org
Attention Eliot Children & Youth: It’s Your Time to Shine!
Do you have a special talent that you'd like to share with your church community? Do you sing,
dance, play an instrument, perform comedy, or have another talent you'd like to perform? Are
you looking for a fun evening with friends at church and LOTS of yummy desserts?
If so, please make plans to attend the annual Youth Coffeehouse on Friday, April 1st at
7:00 pm in the sanctuary. This is one of the most popular and well-attended events of the year,
and it is great fun for Eliot family members of all ages. All children and youth in grades K-12
are encouraged to sign up to perform their special talent in this event. You can perform
individually or in groups with other friends. This year’s event will be hosted and emceed by
members of the Junior High Youth Group.
To sign up, contact Christie Lee at christie@eliotchapel.org, or sign up on the
Religious Education bulletin board across from the elevator. Bring it on!

Music Notes
Musicians needed!

We are always looking for instrumentalists who are

willing to play on a Sunday morning, especially violin, cello, flute, guitar,
drums, sax, organ. If you can volunteer, please contact Music Director Jan
Chamberlin at music@eliotchapel.org.
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Jordi Prats,
Board of Trustees
Chair

An Inside Look at GA
I know some of you have attended
many General Assemblies, but my first
was last June in Portland, Oregon.
I really enjoyed the experience, finding
it thought-provoking and uplifting in
many ways. It seemed like something
all Unitarian Universalists should do at
least once, and given how close this
year’s GA will be, I made a mental note
to share a few highlights about it
this year.

Our Association’s democratic process
came to life during the business
sessions as Moderator Jim Key kept
the proceedings orderly, fair and productive. As an incoming Board Chair,
I watched in awe as he
balanced time for
eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
comments on each side
of an issue from the
floor and from online delegates around
the country.

2015-2016
Board of Trustees
Jordi Prats,
Chair
Cindy Lau,
Chair-elect
Gary Gray,
Treasurer
Bruce MacKenzie,
Secretary
Angie Bowland
David Cox
Sheryl Foster
Holly Little

Worship services take on a very different feel when there are thousands of
UUs in the room. Several services
featured wonderful speakers, thrilling
music from a stage-packing choir and
quiet reflective moments. One of my
favorite sermons, Re-Storying Hope, by
Rev. Alison Miller, a nominee for president of the UUA, can be found about
an hour into the Sunday morning
worship service. (Bonus! Our own Jan
Chamberlin and Leon Burke also make
appearances during this service.)
There were so many information or
discussion sessions between worship
and business meetings that I wished
I could split into two or three to take
them all in. Climate change, youth
engagement, governance, worship,
economic justice and LGBTQ rights
were among a long list of categories in
the session booklet.
All that I attended were interesting,

but one in particular carried a message
that has stayed with me: We are more
powerful when we act as one. Just as
we as individuals are stronger and
more effective when we work in
concert with other Eliot members, our
church is better able to change the
world when allied with other congregations in the UUA. Our system of
governance gives the appearance of
congregational autonomy, but this is a
myth which undermines our individual
and collective ability to be effective.
You can read Rev. Sue Phillips’ full
presentation here.
The UUA’s 2016 General Assembly will
be held in Columbus, Ohio, June 22-26.
This is the first time in three years that
GA will be held in the Midwest. I hope
the relatively easy six-hour drive
means that Eliot Chapel will be
especially well-represented this year.
Registration and housing sign ups
open on March 1. And if you are
interested in being an official delegate,
please see Rev. Barbara.
I look forward to seeing you at General
Assembly this year!

As a reminder, Eliot youth Colleen Lee has
been selected to serve as the Worship
Coordinator for the GA Youth Caucus.
Colleen will serve on a team with other
national UU leaders who will plan and lead
worship services and other programming
for youth and adults at GA. We’re so proud
of our youth leaders!
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Greetings,
Eliot Chapel’s yearly canvass activities celebrate our successes and
recommit us to making our community even more vibrant and impactful in
the coming church year.
"Oh, the Places We'll Go" is our theme for this canvass, and our goal is to
achieve $680,000 in pledges for the 2016-17 church year. This level of
pledges will enable us to add to our existing programming and services
here and beyond, while maintaining our campus and facilities.
Last year, we visualized our growth potential as 'planting seeds' and wow,
did we ever plant some good ones! Eliot's garden is bursting with many stories of where we've been
in the past year. Some highlights include:

A growing and active RE program - large classes from Senior High to preschool, with several
youth leaders active in the UU movement beyond Eliot's doors.
Our rain-or-shine BLM Tuesday vigils for racial justice.
These have now spread to other UU congregations across the country.
Vision 20/20 sessions engaged the whole Eliot community in the development of new
mission and vision statements, which will guide our leadership in their annual and long-range
planning.
Congregational ALL READ groups - over 150 people participating in
book club-like discussions on how racism affects them personally.
Continuously diverse and welcoming program offerings; music, covenant groups,
Bergfried, social justice, community outreach, pastoral care and worship that is both
challenging and inspiring.
With these seeds planted and growing, Eliot has opportunities to serve our membership in deeper ways
and to extend our service and outreach further beyond our [stone?] walls. In addition to increasing
programming, with even higher pledge support of $700,000, Eliot could also hire a coordinator to
enhance membership engagement and help manage quality growth.
We know you'll join us in the canvass celebrations AND in increasing your financial support of Eliot
Chapel. Thank you for your generosity. We are headed for more good things in 2016-17. Just imagine
the places we'll go!
Your Canvass Committee

Louise Bradshaw,
David and Janis Cox,
Gary Gray,
Karen Fuchs,
Linda Korinek,
Brian Krippner,
Trina Priese,
and Pete Ruger

Raffle Time! Everyone who submits their pledge by March 20
with an increase of at least 15% (or submits a first-time pledge by
March 20) will be entered into our canvass raffle. Prizes include
delectable truffles from Chocolate Chocolate Chocolate, gift
certificates to hometown favoriteTed Drewes, a fabulous
Saint Louis Zoo gift basket, and the chance to have a custom
outgoing voicemail message recorded by our own
Leon Burke or Pam Triplett.
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Preparing for a Spring Expedition
Multigenerational Conservation
Expedition (MCE) at Bergfried

Watch for details on
all Bergfried events
in This Week at Eliot
or join us on
Facebook at
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever

April 23 & 24
Preparations continue for a multigenerational
group event at Bergfried, steered by Eliot Youth
Group luminary leaders Elena Bowland and
Aislynn Pasierb. Eliot members, groups, and
friends of ALL AGES are encouraged to sign up for a project that will help further develop
Eliot’s Bergfried campus:
 Bunkhouse and bunkbed “sprucing”
 Picnic table repair
 Meals and refreshments crew
 Monarch butterfly waystation & gardens
 Tie-blankets projects
 Welcome sign upgrade
 Trail development and maintenance
We are exploring some educational activities, as well, including an astronomy workshop
and mushroom identification/collection. Come participate in physical, spiritual and community development, and a whole lot of FUN and COMMUNITY, at our Peace in the Hills.
Find more information at the Bergfried table in Adams Hall on Sundays, on the bulletin
board, and in the April Newsletter.

Bergfried Day Trip - Saturday, March 19
Consider taking a trip to Bergfried as spring arrives. You
can go out on your own (for directions just write us at
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org; and please always alert
us when you plan to go). For those who want a (loosely)
organized trip, consider joining us for our next guided
day trip on March 19. The agenda for our day trips is up
to those attending, but we typically start with a short,
easy hike followed by lunch. You are welcome to come
out and do your own thing or nothing at all. Meet at
Eliot's parking lot at 9:00 am to caravan/carpool or come
out on your own if you like. More information coming closer to the date. RSVP at least two days
in advance by writing bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org so we know to expect you.

It’s March—the Book Fair is back!
There are many opportunities to help with the Book Fair, starting
with table set-up on March 9th and ending with clean-up Sunday
afternoon, and all sorts of jobs in between. Sign-up sheets will be in
Adams Hall on Sunday, March 6th and every day on the library door.
Friday March 11 - 2:00 to 6:00 pm
Admission $3 per person/$5 per family (Friday only)
Hardback books are $3.00 each, trade (large) paperbacks are $2.00,
and mass (small) paperbacks are 3 for $1.00 or 50 cents each. Also
children's, young adult, and special books, all priced individually.
Saturday March 12 - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
All books half-price, excluding rare and special editions.
Sunday March 13 - 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Buy an entire bag of books for $5 (excluding special books). Bags
available for purchase at the check-out table.

Help Wanted:
Occasionally Eliot members
need transportation to church,
or to appointments, etc. during
the week. Our list of drivers
needs a refresher! If you are
able to offer a ride on an occasional or regular basis, please
contact Faith Williams
or the church office at
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.
Your schedule and location
will be considered when
requests are made.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Working in Our Community
Kirkwood Policing Committee on the Job
Since last June, a small group from Eliot Chapel and the Kirkwood
community have been exploring ways to work with our local
police to encourage best practices in bias reduction. Here is a
timeline of our activity:

Summer: We created a list of questions for Kirkwood Police
Chief Jack Plummer. We were part of a city- and county-wide
effort to bring police chiefs and citizen groups together following
the release of the Ferguson Commission report, trained by Metro
Congregations United. Beth Griffin presented our goals to the
Human Rights Commission, at their request.

Fall: Six of us met twice with Chief Plummer. The first meeting

Kirk Care Needs You!
Kirk Care is a non-profit organization formed by
the Kirkwood Ministerial Alliance to help the
needy living within the boundary of the Kirkwood
R-7 school district. It is directed and staffed by
lay people from the churches within the R-7 school
district, including Eliot Chapel.
Eliot Chapel has two seats on the Kirk Care board,

was to understand current Kirkwood Police Department (KPD)
practices, including use of body cameras, bias training, recordkeeping of stops, officer evaluation and accountability, and
standards for use of force. The second meeting was to inquire
about his willingness to work on the Ferguson Commission
recommendations, and to attend the public accountability
meeting (along with other elected officials) on November 1 at
SLU. Our chief was one of only 3 chiefs to commit to this meeting. However, the day before the meeting, Chief Plummer had to
deal with the tragic death of one of his officers, and did not
attend. A second meeting was scheduled for November 23.
Mayor Slay attended and made commitments on behalf of the
city, but no police chiefs were present, including ours.

one now filled by Eliot member Jim Lyon. Social
Justice in Action is searching for a dedicated Eliot
volunteer to join Jim on the Kirk Care board.
Duties include monthly meetings and helping with
events such as the Greentree Festival or
Christmas box distribution, as well as occasional
one-time projects. There is an unspoken assumption that board members will also contribute financially to Kirk Care.
Other Kirk Care volunteer opportunities:



Food deliverers - two or more hours a month
but there is no fixed schedule.

Winter: Chief Plummer has publicly announced that the KPD



has received funding for body cameras. Also, Kirkwood has joined
the other municipalities that are suing the county over the policing reform ordinance issued by County Executive Steve Stenger.



A communicator to upgrade the Kirk Care
website (www.kirkcare.org) to be compatible
with mobile devices.
We also need someone to make a Kirk Care
food drive happen at Eliot in May.

On February 27, Eliot Chapel hosted Dr. Andrea Boyles who spoke
about her book Race, Place and Suburban Policing: Too Close for
Please contact Jim Lyon at
Comfort. Published in July 2015, this book incorporates interviews
economicjustice@eliotchapel.org to learn more.
with 30 Meacham Park residents over two years. Dr. Boyles’
The Kirk Care Cart is back! Please drop off food donapresentation was designed to educate citizens, foster dialogue,
tions to Kirk Care in the new cart outside Adams Hall
and to help determine future community actions. Watch for a
in the hallway to the parking lot. Please see the list
report. Earlier in February, Rev. Barbara responded to the Human
attached to the cart for requested food items; you
Rights Commission’s request for an update of our work. As part
may also donate cash using the payment envelopes
of their long-range plan, the HRC will study uncompleted reforms
attached to the cart and donate used grocery bags.
left from the Department of Justice mediation agreement
between the City of Kirkwood and Meacham Park,
Join the Social Justice in Action Network
following the City Hall shooting in 2008. We would like to
work with them, and are currently studying the documents.
If you haven’t done it already, be sure to join Eliot’s new online
Moving forward, we would like to see our KPD be a leader in
implementing best practices to reduce bias in policing. If you
are interested in joining this work, drop us a note at
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org.

Social Justice in Action Network. The SJAN will make it easy for
you to become informed and to stay informed about the important social issues being addressed at Eliot Chapel.
If you are ready to become part of our SJA community we

Vigil for Hope & Healing
Tuesdays at 6:00 pm

can help you get started.

Just click here to sign up and receive emails about the issues that
YOU select or email socialjustice@eliotchapel.org.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Last September, Eliot
Chapel launched an
ambitious, new
program in which
members and friends
were invited to move
toward becoming
effective, joyful and
~Margaret Mead
courageous partners
in the struggle for
racial justice and healing. We’ve called this program
“Becoming the Beloved Community” (BBC for short),
based on Dr. Martin Luther King’s use of that powerful phrase a half century ago.

“Never doubt that
a small group of
thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the
world; indeed, it’s the
only thing that ever has.”

With just three months to go in this
first BBC year, we can be proud of
what we’ve done:


More than 150 of us participated
in one of 18 Waking Up White ALL
READ discussion groups last fall.
Participants spent an average of 4
hours reading the book and 8
hours in small group discussion of
the issues it raised. That’s
150 (people) x 12 (hours) = 1,800 hours.

P a g e
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This spring, another 100 people have signed up for
the next set of ALL READ discussions. Using the
same math, but adjusting for longer books, that’s
100 (people) x 18 (hours) = 1,800 hours.



Add to this at least another 1,400 hours of related
BBC work: vigils, forums, Eliot-2-Eliot panels, reading/listening/watching at home, community events,
Sunday services, Bridges gatherings, and discussions with neighbors, family and friends.



All totaled, that’s over 5,000 congregational hours
that Eliot members and friends have devoted to
this important work in just one year. Wow!

The BBC has already begun transforming us as individuals and as a congregation. Our hope now is that we’re
ready to work as effective, joyful, and
courageous partners in the transformation of our society.
As Margaret Mead says, we’re the only
ones who can do it!

Calling all readers:
It’s not too late!
There are still six ALL READ
discussion groups starting in
March or April that have space available. Check the book choices and group
schedule to see which works best for you – and then send your registration to
BBC@eliotchapel.com.

“

Our goal is to create a beloved community and this will require a qualitative
change in our souls as well as a quantitative change in our lives.

”

~Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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The Ferguson Commission Report, Forward Through Ferguson, gives us a blueprint to promote systemic change.

Have you read the report? Do you know where to find it?

This is your chance to make it happen.

From Purpose to Impact

The Ferguson Commission Report & YOU
with Bethany Johnson-Javois
CEO of the Integrated Health Network and Former Managing Director of the Ferguson Commission

Sunday, March 13
Services at 9:30 and 11:00 am and Workshop from 12:30 to 2:00 pm
Bethany Johnson-Javois will preach at both services on
March 13, and will help lead us in a process to connect our
sense of purpose to impacting systems of racial inequity,
as outlined in the report. After the 11:00 am service we
will assemble in small groups for a 90-minute workshop
with those who wish to work together. We will be joined
by the Rev. Anthony McPherson and our neighbors from Olive Chapel
AME Church at the 11:00 am service and for the workshop.
To be full partners in this work with people of color,
each participant is required to read Forward through Ferguson
in its entirety before the workshop. Find the report at
www.forwardthroughferguson.org.

We’re offering two report
reading sessions, both
led by Peter Wilson and
Claire Wyneken. These
optional sessions will
greatly enhance our
understanding of the
report and issues.
Thursday, March 3
6:30 to 7:30 pm
or Tuesday, March 8
7:00 to 8:00 pm

Childcare and a light lunch will be provided for those attending the workshop.
Click here to register for the workshop and childcare.

Saturday, March 12
9:00 am—1:00 pm in Rooms 001/002 downstairs
Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon and Jeanne Olson, Membership Team Lead
If you are a newcomer to Eliot Chapel, are considering membership, or
would just like to get to know us better, this workshop is for you! Rev. Gadon
and Jeanne Olson will introduce you to Unitarian Universalism and Eliot Chapel
and explore what membership here could mean for you. Lunch will be
provided. Learn more and sign up online at
eliotchapel.org/adultre.
Childcare provided if requested by March 6.
It’s n

ot too
to regi late
ster!

The Room at the Inn annual
fundraiser, Breakfast with
the INN Crowd, will be on
April 11 this year. It is a
great way to help fund the
programs at Room at the
Inn and have a fun time
with Eliot friends. Cost is
$40. I will be selling
tickets in Adams Hall on
Sundays in April. If you
buy from me, I will be sure
we are all seated at an
Eliot table. Please put the
date on your calendar and
plan to attend.
~Gary Gray
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On the Calendar
Women’s Alliance
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing
to a local destination. All women are welcome.

March Meetings
Tuesday, March 1 - In the Shadow of the Banyan by Vaddey Ratner.
Discussion leader - Claire Robertson
Tuesday, March 15 - Talk and photos of recent trip to Central Asia and Iran
presented by Clint Blandford. Coordinator - Sue Blandford
Tuesday, March 22 - Visit to Inside the Economy Museum. Coordinator - Doris Yohe

Vespers is an intimate and quiet sunset evening service. This edition will offer readings from religious
traditions, both East and West, that speak of the divine as "the Beloved." Service elements will
include lit candles, meditative music / singing, and the sharing of bread and wine. Led by Ted Lau.

Coffee & Conversation for Eliot Young Adults
We want to meet you and chat!
You are cordially invited to join the
Young Adult Ministry group for coffee and
conversation.

Tuesday, March 8 at 6:00 pm
Khaldi's Coffee
120 S. Kirkwood Road in downtown Kirkwood
Our discussion topic will be maturity: how do we
define it, how do our beliefs and morals change as we mature? We'll also discuss
summer plans.

Coming April 3

Partner C hurch Link
Transylvania tri p
inf or mation meeting
02
12:00 pm in Rooms 001/0
downstairs

If you missed the January meeting about the trip to Transylvania, please
plan to join us April 3 after the second service. We will have Hungarian
desserts along with information about the trip, including costs and itinerary. Eliot people who have gone on this trip in years past will have slides
and will answer questions. Even if you're not interested in the trip, you
are welcome to come to learn more about our partner church and to
enjoy the delicious desserts.
The trip begins September 17 in Kolozsvar/Cluj Romania and ends
September 26. There is an optional pre-trip extension in Budapest from
September 14 through the morning of September 17. Learn more by
contacting Beth Rossow at partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org or by visiting
the Eliot website at http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/
PartnerChurch2016TripItin.pdf.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes
Each month Eliot recognizes one or two individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness, hard work
and committed, joyful spirits. If you would like to suggest a volunteer to recognize, please let us know at
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.

If Eliot had an official cheerleader, it would likely be

Lynn Murphy. Her positive spirit and can-do
attitude have propelled her into many roles at Eliot
through the years, including these:
 She proudly organizes Eliot’s involvement in the
St. Louis Pride Parade each summer.
 She has been active in multiple choirs at Eliot,
including the Eliot Choir, Women’s Chorale, and
the Chalice Chimes Handbells.
 She has created and led all-congregation
solstice celebrations, drum circles, meditation,
and special events like holiday dinners and the
recent Valentine dinner and movie evening.
 She has provided special flower arrangements
for Sunday services and even tracked down
special candles to help us celebrate Kwanzaa
this past December.
These are just a few of the ways she has touched Eliot. Lynn seems to know everyone at Eliot, and she never
hesitates to offer assistance or share a friendly word. She makes Eliot a friendly, lively place and we are proud to
name her Volunteer of the Month for March!
Online registration for the Eliot Chapel Women`s Weekend opens Saturday, March 5.
Make your plans for April 22-24, 2016 at Toddhall Retreat Center in Columbia, Illinois. Spend
a day or two to retreat, relax, and find community among other women. Choose from an
assortment of new activities along with your favorites. You have the option to stay at the
center both Friday and Saturday nights, or just Saturday night, or you may choose to just
attend Saturday’s sessions. We have a limited number of single rooms, so register early.
Go to http://www.eliotwomensweekend.com for information and to register online. Or stop by the Women’s
Weekend table in Adams Hall on Sundays in March to submit paper registrations. Register soon to get your
first choice in workshops. Don’t wait — registration closes on April 3!

In Sympathy
We extend our condolences to Eliot families who have recently
lost loved ones.
Joan Lepchenske and family. Her husband George 'Ske'
Lepchenske died on February 5.
Mary Ann Swaine and family. Mary Ann’s sister, Shirley Matheus, died recently.
The family of Reba Waterston, who died February 17.
Lory Willhoft and family. Lory’s father John Willhoft died February 12.

to Eliot’s newest
member

Rebecca Taylor
and to newborn

Roger J. Froidl
born February 4 to
parents Jessica and Mark Froidl,
big sister Helen and
big brother Calvin.

March Worship

Sunday Services
9:30 and 11:00 am
September – May

The worship theme for March is liberation
Sunday, March 6 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“A Liberating Journey” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Celebration Sunday
We travel for beauty, adventure, and relaxation. We travel for business.
We travel to visit family and to celebrate holidays. We travel to escape
oppression - seeking a better life, or any life. Sometimes the purpose of
the journey changes mid-course. This Sunday, we will travel the path of
spirit, justice and community and our commitment to Eliot Chapel.
Oh, the places we’ll go! Featured musicians: Children’s Chalice Choir,
Eliot Choir and the band.

10:00 am only
Memorial Day through
Labor Day

Eliot Chapel Clergy

Rev. Barbara Gadon,
Lead Minister
Rev. Jim Crawford,
Minister of Pastoral Care
Rev. John Robinson,
Minister Emeritus
Eliot Chapel Staff

Scott Stewart,
Director of Religious Education
Christie Lee, Asst. Director of
Religious Education
Jan Chamberlin,
Music Director
Dr. Leon Burke III,
Choir Director
Pianists:
Sue Goldford
Dr. David Nalesnik
Charles Lewis,
Administrator
Jamacia Stanfield,
Administrative Assistant
Terri Burtin,
Communications Specialist
Myron Simms,
Facilities Assistant
Ed Liebman,
Sunday Custodian

Sunday, March 13 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“From Purpose to Impact” – Bethany Johnson-Javois
In this service, we combine two compelling questions: “What is your personal
mission in life?” and “How can you make a difference in the world?” We need
to know one to do the other. Bethany Johnson-Javois will guide us in our explorations, as a prelude to our afternoon workshop on personal mission and
carrying forward the work of the Ferguson Commission. (See article p. 9). We
will be joined by members of Olive Chapel AME Church. Featured musicians:
Women’s Chorale and Chamber Singers.
Bethany Johnson-Javois is the CEO of St. Louis Integrated Health Network and the
former Managing Director of the Ferguson Commission.

Sunday, March 20 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“A Liberating God” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Rev. Barbara delivers the “God sermon” scheduled for February. It is said that
Unitarian Universalists have enough baggage around the word “God” for a trip
to the moon and back. God, or the mandatory belief in God, has been an
oppressive force for so many of us. How could it be different? Join us for
“breakfast hors d’oeuvres” after services to celebrate our canvass wrap-up!
Featured musicians: Women’s Chorale.
Sunday, March 27 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“The Beloved Disciple” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
The one who reached the empty tomb first on Easter morning was given
special authority in the early church. The gospel stories each name a different
person as “first” for precisely this reason. What does this story have to do with
Unitarian Universalists, who have a highly ambiguous relationship to the Easter
story? Come and find out! Featured musicians: Eliot Choir.
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