
Jewish custom of parents 
laying their hands on the 
heads of their children 
every Friday evening  
Shabbat.  
 
So we bless the flowers in 
our service. When we do, 
we bless our community, 
and take them as a symbol 
for the best things we  
desire for it: beauty,  
fellowship, love, apprecia-
tion for variety, commit-
ment. In so doing, we  
commit ourselves to  
working together for love 
and justice, in the mission 
of our church: courageous 
love, growth in spirit,  
compassionate action.  
 
Many blessings to you. 

Blessings 

Norbert Capek spoke the 
words above in Prague in 
the 1920s, and they are 
now part of the Unitarian 
Universalist flower  
communion. Many in 
Capek’s congregation had 
left the Catholic Church, 
and could no longer  
participate in the rituals of 
their childhood, including 
the “Lord’s Supper.” He 
wanted to create a ritual 
to bring them together as 
a community, so he invited 
each person to bring a 
flower from their gardens, 
or from the field or road-
side. When they arrived at 
church a large vase stood 
waiting in the vestibule, 
attended by two young 
members of the Church 
School. Each person was 
asked to place their own 
flower in the vase. This 
signified that it was by 
their own free will they 
joined with the others. 
The vase that contained all 
the flowers was a symbol 
of the united church     

fellowship. During the  
service, Capek said the 
blessing over the flowers.  
 
You might ask: Why do 
flowers need a blessing? 
Why does a meal, or wed-
ding rings, or a sneeze?  
 
The short answer is they 
don’t, but we do. A  
blessing is a pause.  
Sometimes we pause to 
show gratitude. We give 
thanks for food, for the 
earth that produced it, 
and the hands that  
prepared it. We pause to 
recognize the sacredness 
of a moment. We pause to 
give kind attention. (I have 
never gotten used to  
Unitarian Universalists not 
saying “Bless you!” when I 
sneeze. I don’t believe the 
devil will take my soul 
unless someone says the 
magic words. It’s just kind 
attention.) And a blessing 
is a way of invoking the 
best that we desire for 
someone else. I love the 

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith 

 “Infinite Spirit of Life, we ask thy blessing on these,  

thy messengers of fellowship and love. May they remind 

us, amid diversities of knowledge and of gifts, to be one in 

affection and devotion.” 

~Norbert Capek, Consecration of the Flowers 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

www.eliotchapel.org 

May 2016 

Our Mission: 

Bound by  

courageous love, 

growing in spirit,  

and inspiring  

compassionate  

action. 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org
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Sharing Our Bounty 

The Unitarian Universalist Association 
General Assembly takes places June 22-26 
in Columbus, Ohio. The theme is Heart 
Land: Where Faiths Connect. General  
Assembly will assemble leaders and  
communities of many faiths to worship 
together, learn from one another, and 
create a new vision of faith that connects 
us to an interdependent future that 
works for all.  
Highlights from this year’s schedule: 
 2016 Ware Lecturer Krista Tippett 

The Peabody-award-winning broad-
caster received the National Humani-
ties Medal in 2014 for “thoughtfully 
delving into the mysteries of human 
existence." Her new book is Becoming 
Wise – An Inquiry into the Mystery and 
Art of Living.  

  The Service of the Living Tradition 
honors fellowshipped and creden-

tialed religious leaders, remembers 
those who have died, recognizes  
those who have completed active   
service, and welcomes those who have 
received fellowship or credentialed 
status in the past year. Eliot’s music 
director Jan Chamberlin has been 
awarded the Certified Music Leader 
status by the UUA and will be           
recognized and celebrated during the 
service.   

 Eliot’s choir director Leon Burke III is 
one of the music leaders at GA and  
will be the GA Music Coordinator in 
2017-2018. 

 Youth leader Colleen Lee is a Youth 
Caucus Staff Member this year. 

 
Other Eliot staff and congregation  
members attending this year include  
DRE Scott Stewart, member Angie  
Bowland and youth leaders Elena  
Bowland, Aislynn Pasierb and Miranda 
Allen. If you are interested in attending GA 
and would like to serve as a delegate for 
Eliot Chapel, please contact Rev. Barbara 
Gadon. Delegate slots are limited, with first
-come/first-served, though first-time  
delegates will be given preference.  
Learn more at uua.org/GA. 

food and/or money to Kirk 

Care and take an active 

role in providing services 

to those in need in our 

community.  

 

Over the past four years 

Kirk Care has been very 

active supporting families 

in need. It has provided 

more than $150,000 in 

food vouchers for fresh 

food items and household 

supplies to more than 

3500 families, along with 

a monthly delivery of 

canned goods and house-

hold supplies. The number 

of food pantry clients has 

In May we will be  

sharing our Sunday 

collections with Kirk 

Care, a non-profit  

organization formed  

by the Kirkwood Minis-

terial Alliance to help 

the needy living within 

the boundaries of 

the Kirkwood R-7 

school district.  It is 

directed and staffed by 

lay people from the 

churches within the  

R-7 school district,  

including Eliot Chapel.  

Churches, schools,  

individuals, and many 

civic organizations in 

the area contribute 

increased 28% in the past 

two years. Utility  

assistance is also up 33% in 

that time, and Kirk Care has 

provided more than 

$136,000 in utility bill assis-

tance to more than 700 

families. More than $18,000 

in housing payment assis-

tance has been shared with 

more than 40 families, and 

Kirk Care has contributed 

nearly $5000 to purchase 

school supplies for families. 

 

Eliot is also holding a food 

drive for Kirk Care during 

May. See page 8 for a list of 

items needed in the pantry. 

 

 

 

Eliot Chapel collected 

$1,000 for Empower  

Missouri and $1,121 for the 

Ministers Discretionary 

Fund in March. 

kirkcare.org 

http://www.uua.org
http://www.kirkcare.org
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“Objects in the mirror are closer than they appear” 

~Jurassic Park (1993) 

 

I vividly recall the premier of Jurassic Park.  My mother, diligent about what her children 

watched, was unhappy I went to the theater for Jurassic Park, found it sold out (of 

course), and proceeded to watch The Fugitive instead.  Despite her scolding, these films 

are among my favorites.  
 

The above quote plays a dramatic role in the film.  It serves as a reminder that what is 

seen sneaking up from behind is, indeed, closer than it appears, whether it be a  

Tyrannosaurus Rex or planning for another program year…2016-17, in this case.   

Unlike a T-Rex, a new year isn’t cause to run away.  But it’s something to prepare for, 

because it is closer than it appears. And preparation is what Christie and I are doing.  We’re drafting calendars, 

extending invitations to join the teaching ministry, exploring curriculum, and already planning events and  

programming process for the upcoming year. And we need YOU. 
 

Whether you are a child, have children, or were once a child, YOU can actively support Eliot’s Religious Education 

ministry.  It takes over 50 volunteer leaders just to staff the Sunday morning program by 

itself and ensure high quality, impactful experiences for Eliot’s children and youth. 
 

We invite you to CONSIDER joining the teaching ministry for 

2016-17.  Many folks have already received personal invitations, 

and some have already joined teams.  This is wonderful.  And 

many more are needed.  
 

As the 2015-16 church year concludes, the arrival of a new year is closer than it may appear right now.  What  

better time for active service and support for Eliot’s next generation?  We invite you to contact us so we can talk 

with you more about how YOU can actively  

participate in this life-changing ministry. 

  

 

Ready to learn more? 

Email children@eliotchapel.org 

Open Budget Meeting 

Wednesday, May 18 

7:00 pm in Adams Hall 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

See you at church, 

Scott & Christie 

Free Boxes! 

The Women's Alliance has decided to 

end the Book Fair. Because of this, we 

have a large supply of  

empty banker boxes with lids  

that have been used to store books 

that are now available for the taking.  

If you are interested, please  

stop by the church office. 

mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
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Jordi Prats, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

A Look Ahead to the Annual Meeting 

You recently received an email from 
the Board announcing the Annual  
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
May 22. I’d like to invite you to join us 
in the Sanctuary at 12:30 pm.  Here’s a 
short preview of the agenda: 
 Rev. Barbara and I will provide an 

update on the current church year, 
and incoming chair Cindy Lau will 
preview the next. 

 Gary Gray will provide an executive 
summary of the approved FY16-17 
Eliot Chapel budget.  For those 
with interest in the detail, Gary  
and Charles Lewis will conduct a 
Budget Q&A session on        
Wednesday, May 18 at 7:00 pm      
in  Adams Hall. 

 Eliot Chapel’s Nominating         
Committee will present the         
following candidates for your vote 
at the annual meeting: 
David Salivar, Treasurer (taking 
over Gary Gray's term 2015-2018) 
Karen Fuchs (2016-2019 term) 
Trina Priese (2016-2019 term) 
Todd Stark (2016-2019 term) 
You will find biographies on these 
outstanding candidates in the re-
cent Annual Meeting announce-
ment email or on the bulletin board 
at Eliot.  All terms begin July 1. 

 The Nominating Committee will 
also be presenting Laurie Chappell 
as candidate for a three-year term 
on the Nominating Committee. 
Hats off to the Nominating       
Committee and Chair Ellen Smith 
for their excellent work in this    
especially busy year! 

 Finally, this year brings a proposed 
change to our bylaws.  Currently, 
we distinguish between 
“Members” and “Voting           
Members,” the difference being 
that only the latter may vote at 
congregational meetings by virtue 

of being financial contributors to 
the church.  We propose to sim-
plify the language:  all members 
must contribute financially (unless 
exempted by the Lead Minister) 
and all members may vote.       
Eliminating the category of 
“Voting Member” allows for easier 
cleanup of the membership rolls 
on an annual basis and simplifies 
the bylaws.  You can find a        
summary of the proposed change 
and links to current and proposed 
versions here. These will also be on 
the bulletin board. If you have any 
questions on this proposed 
change, please direct them to 
eliotboard@eliotchapel.org or 
find a Board member during      
coffee hour in Adams Hall. 

 
Please remember that a light lunch   
will be served in Adams Hall as part of 
the Becoming Beloved Community        
celebration event after second service 
on May 22.  If you attend the 9:30, 
come back for a bite to eat at noon, 
then join us at the meeting. 
 
As usual, please check the voting rolls 
that will be posted two weeks prior to 
the meeting and resolve any discrep-
ancies with the church office by at 
least 72 hours before the meeting.  
Visitors and nonvoting members are 
welcome, but only voting members 
may vote, per the existing bylaws. 
I look forward to seeing you at this 
year’s congregational meeting! 

 

2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
J o r d i  P r a t s ,   
C h a i r  
 

C i n d y  L a u ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

G a r y  G r a y ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

B r u c e  M a c K e n z i e ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d  
 

D a v i d  C o x  
 

S h e r y l  F o s t e r  
 

H o l l y  L i t t l e  
 

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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Thank you to all who made our annual Music Sunday a fabulous experience - the singers, 

instrumentalists, speakers, sound guys, staff, special donors, and especially Leon Burke for 
finally bringing this dream of “Sources” to fruition! Leon tracked down one of two people in 
the country who can successfully rap about the six sources of Unitarian Universalism in the 
context of this work. Regie O’Hare Gibson squeezed us into his busy teaching schedule in 
Boston so we could hear the complete message. I know I had goose-bumps at least four 
times that morning!  
 

I always have mixed feelings about May. I love the flowers and trees bursting forth in spring. 
They restore my faith in nature after a long winter. I anticipate the summer plans of traveling to 
conferences and conventions. But it’s also the last month of our church year. Memorial Day 
weekend signals the shift to only one Sunday service and no more weekly choirs. It’s a time to file away all the choral 
music and get ready for the next year.  
 

It’s been a good year! I’d like to take this time to thank all the volunteers who have stepped up in service to the congre-
gation, making music and sound for worship this year: on the sound boards - Ken Denson, Adam Bockhorst, Chuck 
Beargie, and Ian Pallares; the singers of the Women’s Chorale, the Eliot Choir, the Chamber Singers, the Children’s 
Chalice Choir, and the Hand Bell Ringers. I also appreciate the people who step up to play special music: Rich Heuer-
mann & Kathie Price - guitar and vocals; No Strings Attached Winds; Flo Reaves - violin; Cindy Duhigg & Jennifer Stew-
art- flute; Pamela Triplett - voice and piano; Sarah Reutter - voice; Greenleaf Singers; Melinda Ohlemiller- guitar and 
vocals; Ric Vice and Jennifer Husky - bass; Aislyn Pasierb, Olivia Rekittke, Ian Pallares & Noah Rowan - vocalists; Chris 
Twombly - drums; Lauren Twombly - guitar; Alden Audet - piano; Kevin, Owen & Beckett Mitchell with all their jazz; 
Justin Batres - cello; Emma Prats and Sophie Chappell - violin, and Laura Mullen - clarinet.  
 

Have a wonderful summer!  
 
 
 

Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

music@eliotchapel.org 

The Eliot Chapel summer service 
schedule begins Sunday, May 29.  
Beginning on that day,  
and continuing  
through  
Labor Day  
weekend,  
we will have only  
one service on  
Sundays, at 10:00 am.  

The Eliot newsletter will be  
taking a break again through the 

summer. We will not publish a        
newsletter in June, July, and  

August. Greenleaves  will  
return in September.  

In the meantime, watch  
This Week at Eliot, the  

weekly email blast, for news  
through the summer.  It is  

delivered to your  inbox every  
Friday. If you are not subscribed  

to the weekly email, please contact 
Terri Burtin at 

news@eliotchapel.org.   

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:news@eliotchapel.org
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Taking in Spring at Bergfried 

May is a busy month at Bergfried and, when 
the weather cooperates, it’s a great time to 
camp and enjoy nature among friends. 
 

The Men’s Advance, April 29 – May 1, 

brings together Eliot members and friends of 
the male persuasion. Newcomers are espe-
cially encouraged to come out to enjoy hiking, 
camping, camaraderie, a Saturday night feast, and lots of super-secret men's stuff 
(which looks suspiciously like doing nothing). See details in the April Newsletter. 

 

Our family camp-out is held annually on Memorial Day weekend (this year 

May 27 - 30) and brings together all Eliot members and friends. You are welcome to 
come out for any part of the weekend whether you plan to camp or not. There is 
plenty of hiking, relaxing, and fellowship! The weekend includes these optional 
events: 
 

 Lewis and Clark Commemorative Bonfire at dusk Saturday night.  
 Worship service at 11:00 am Sunday, led by Ted Lau with Rich Heuerrmann on 

music. If you don’t choose to camp, this is a great time to come out and       
connect afterwards. 

 Sunday potluck - Directly after the service enjoy food and fellowship with the 
Eliot camping community. The Bergfried Stewardship Team will provide hot 
dogs. Campers and day-trippers are encouraged to bring a dish to share. A  
sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board outside the Sanctuary. 
Please let us know if you plan to attend by signing up or emailing         
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org.  Please indicate how many will be joining you. 

 

Most choose to camp in tents or trailers; spaces in the cottage (with running water 
and electricity) are available by reservation with priority given to those with medical 
needs or physical limitations. Eight beds are also available in the new rustic bunk-
houses. To sign up for the weekend, to reserve a cottage or bunkhouse space, or for 
any information contact bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org. 
 

Spring also promises great weather for individuals and families to visit and enjoy      
nature on their own. Just let the church office know you are going by writing to 
bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org. 
 

~Shawn Cummings  
for the Bergfried Stewardship Team 

Watch for details on 
all Bergfried events 
in This Week at Eliot  
or join us on  
Facebook at  
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever 

Thanks to all who 
attended MCE -  
it was a great 
weekend! 

mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
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Are You Ready for Eliot Membership? 

If you have been attending Eliot Chapel for a while, we hope you will consider joining our congregation as a mem-
ber. Those who are new to Unitarian Universalism are 
encouraged to attend the next Introduction to Our Faith 
class scheduled for May 14 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
Click here to learn more and sign up for the class. 
 
If you have already attended the Intro class, or you are 
coming to us from another UU congregation we invite you to come to the Triplett Room immediately after either 
service on Sunday, May 15 to hear more about membership and get your questions answered. There will also be 
an opportunity to sign the membership book. If you need help finding the Triplett Room, please ask in the Guest  
Center. We also recommend that you pick up a Path to Membership brochure in the Guest Center before the 15th. 
You can also email membership@eliotchapel.org if you have questions. 

 

New Member Recognition and Welcome 

Sunday, May 15 

For those who have become Eliot members in 

the past year and have not yet participated in 

New Member Recognition, we invite you to  

participate in a brief welcoming ceremony at 

one of the May 15 Sunday services. You will be 

introduced to the congregation, and we will 

share some words of commitment. Watch for 

an email from the church office, or please let 

us know you will participate by emailing  

frontoffice@eliotchapel.org and letting us know 

which service you will attend. 

to Eliot’s newest members 

Jason Davis & Kathy McIntosh 
Michael Trudeau 

 

 

 

Photo Directory Update 

We have reviewed two proofs of the photo directory and 

have approved the directory for printing.   

Based on their production timeline,  

we hope to receive directories in late 

May. Watch This Week at Eliot  

for more updates. 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre
mailto:membership@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
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The Social Justice in Action Team has been hard 

at work this spring and invites you to be part of 

our diverse and rewarding activities. Summer 

will be a busy time and we need your help. 

 

Scott Marshall is leading a new Refugee Resettlement  

Initiative that will address the urgent needs of refugees 

from the Middle East crisis who are coming to the St. Louis 

area. Eliot Chapel’s SJA team has agreed to assist the  

International Institute of St. Louis in the coming months 

with its efforts to help refugees get temporarily or perma-

nently settled in the St. Louis area.  Our focus will be on 

performing specific functions rather than “adopting”  

individuals or families.  Our commitment is not intended to 

continue indefinitely; we expect Eliot’s involvement to be 

at least three months but not years.    

 

Jim Lyon is now leading Eliot's efforts in support of Kirk 

Care, with the May shared plate and a special food drive 

throughout the month.  Items needed include peanut butter 

in plastic jars, jelly in plastic jars, canned chicken, tuna or 

salmon, canned fruit, canned meat, chili or stew, dry pasta,  

pasta sauce in cans or plastic jars, and breakfast cereal. 

Drop your donation in the new Kirk Care cart in the entry-

way between Adams Hall and the nursery school. 

 

A committee of Eliot members is working to address the 

concerns illuminated by the Ferguson Commission  

report and Andrea Boyles’ book on police/Meacham Park 

relations.   

 

Our Fillmore Park crew has come back together under the 

leadership of Claire Robertson to work on Eliot’s  

neighborhood pocket park. 

 

Led again this year by Janet Solecki, we are planning for 

Eliot participation in the Meacham Park Parade and  

Homecoming on June 4.  

 

Voter registration and education activities in this  

important election year will begin this summer.  

 

If you would like to be involved in any of these efforts, we 

welcome you with open arms!  Just let us know by signing 

up at the Sunday Social Justice table or email us here. 

Why we still stand in  

weekly vigil ... 

Since the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson 
early August of 2014, members of Eliot  
Unitarian Chapel and people from the greater 
community have stood in a weekly Vigil for 
Hope and Healing.  Why do we still stand in 
vigil?  Has so little changed? Frankly, yes.  
Despite our important conversations and  
efforts these past many months, little has 
changed to deconstruct the systemic racism 
that grips our metro-
politan area.  
 

We stand in quiet vigil 
to publicly witness our 
opposition to the ra-
cism and hate that is 
still so entrenched in 
our region. We stand 
in hope that contin-
ued work, from each 
of us, can help heal us 
all from this disease of 
racism.   
Click here to read more … 

 

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org 

MCU's Break the Pipeline Launch Weekend  

The Break the Pipeline campaign is an important initia-

tive of Metropolitan Congregations United that works 

to end the criminalization and incarceration of youth 

by promoting school, police and juvenile justice  

reforms. On May 13 there is a march from Clayton High 

School to the Clayton police station and finally to the 

St. Louis County Juvenile Court.  We will gather at  

5:00 pm at Clayton High School. On May 14, MCU will 

host a Teach-In at the Northwest Law Academy from  

9 am to 3 pm with workshops on schools, police and 

juvenile court reform.  Gail Rock, Amy Stark and Beth  

Griffin are on the organizing committee for the Break 

the Pipeline campaign. Talk to them to find out more 

and sign up at the Sunday Social Justice table. 

 

mailto:economicjustice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org/socialjustice
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This is what our process of “Becoming Beloved Community” 
this year has been all about. We’ve read books and watched 
movies, talked with each other about white privilege and sys-
temic racism, been moved and inspired by powerful speakers, 
listened to first-hand stories of marginalization from our own 
members and staff of color, participated in workshops and  
vigils, and attended meetings throughout the region. It’s been 
an intense year, in which we’ve learned much about ourselves, about each other, and about the power of community 
to create change.   
 

In May, we’ll be celebrating this work – and committing ourselves to what’s ahead, both for us as individuals and as a 
congregation. Beginning on Sunday, May 8, and continuing through May 22, each of you will have a chance to do 
two things: 

 

Make a personal commitment of what you plan to do going forward to promote racial justice and healing.  
These could be things like “I will volunteer with students of color at Robinson School” or “I will respond to 
racist remarks when I hear them at work” or “I will register voters before the November election” or even “I 
will continue learning.” You’ll write your commitment on a paper butterfly, hang it on a bush in Adams Hall, 
and marvel at the collective power of what all these individual commitments represent.   
 

Sign your name on a large poster displaying Eliot Chapel’s commitment “to becoming an effective, joyful and 
courageous partner in the struggle for racial justice and healing.”  After all signatures are added, we’ll frame 
the poster to be permanently displayed in Adams Hall, reminding us of what we’ve committed to do as a    
congregation. 

 

On Sunday, May 22, you’re all invited to come into Adams Hall after the second service for a celebration. You’ll get a 
chance to review all that’s happened this year as we continue “becoming effective, joyful and courageous partners in 
the struggle for racial justice and healing.”  And we’ll have LUNCH for everyone on May 22, which will put you in per-
fect shape to attend the Annual Congregational Meeting in the Sanctuary at 12:30.  See you all there! 

“Eliot Chapel commits to becoming an effective, joyful, and  
courageous partner in the struggle for racial justice and healing.”  

2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR 

Mentoring students 

This would involve establishing an 

on-going relationship with a  

student, tutoring and just being 

there for him or her with  

encouragement and listening. 

Helping students with  

homework, tutoring in reading 

and math 

This would involve homework help 

for students at Robinson or  

tutoring young children in 

Meacham Park.  

Establishing a Girls’ Robotics 

Club 

This would involve starting and 

coaching a robotics club for girls.  

SUMMER 2016 

Working with selected parents 

This would involve working with a 

parent or parents in a manner 

similar to Parents as Teachers: 

being supportive, helping them 

determine how to help their  

students flourish and how to work 

with their student's teachers. 

Mentoring students in transi-

tion to Nipher Middle School 

This would involve working with 4 

to 5 fifth graders as they prepare 

for and begin middle school.  It 

could also include academic and 

social check-ins during the school 

year. 

 

If you have been looking for a 

way to put your commitment 

to racial justice into action, 

we have a great opportunity 

for you. Peter Wilson and  

Jennifer Sisul, principal of 

Kirkwood’s Robinson Elemen-

tary School, have developed 

a list of ways Eliot folks can 

work with Robinson’s stu-

dents of color. Look through 

the list here and see which 

fits you best. Then contact 

Peter at BBC@eliotchapel.org 

or stop by the Social Justice 

in Action table on Sunday to 

find out more.  

mailto:BBC@eliotchapel.org
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On the Calendar 

Women’s Alliance 

Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing 
to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

May Meetings 
Tuesday, May 3 - The All Girls Filling Station Last Reunion by Fannie Flagg. Discus-
sion Leader - Ann Marie Hutson 
Tuesday, May 17 - Spring Luncheon.  Meet and socialize 11:00.  Lunch at 11:30. 

 The Congregation of Abraxas group of ministers and laity developed rituals and liturgical readings in the 
1970s for our movement. At our next vespers we will re-enact a service for the sharing of bread and wine to 
express thanksgiving for the gift of life, and to renew our commitment to working for peace and justice. Led 
by Ted and Cindy Lau, the service will include lighted candles, hymns, and readings (volunteers needed).  All 
are welcome to this revival of a little known legacy of our heritage.  

All Eliot members and friends are invited to kick off Pride Month 

with Eliot’s LGBTQ PRIDE group. Mark your calendar for a  

potluck picnic on Sunday, June 12 from 12:00 to 3:00 pm. Watch 

the bulletin board for more information and a sign-up sheet.  

Questions? Contact Linda Anderson at pride@eliotchapel.org. 

 

The Eliot Yarn Goddesses will meet the third Thursday from  

1:00 to 2:00 pm and the third Sunday from noon to 1:00 pm each 
month. They meet in the Junior High room across from the nursery. 
They make hats, prayer shawls, and small blankets for various  
charities in St. Louis. If you are interested in joining them and have  
questions, please contact Rebecca Schuder at knitters@eliotchapel.org. 

Sorry, we’re closed! 

The church offices will 

be closed Monday,  

May 30 for the Memorial 

Day holiday. 

Eliot’s Grief Education and Support Group will meet  on Thursday, May 19 from 3:00 
to 5:00 pm in the Junior High Room. If you have any questions about the group, 
please contact Rev. Jim Crawford at jcrawford@eliotchapel.org.  

Save the date for the 2016 Women’s Autumn Weekend at Bergfried: 
Friday, Sept. 23 - Sunday, Sept. 25 

mailto:pride@eliotchapel.org
mailto:knitters@eliotchapel.org
mailto:jcrawford@eliotchapel.org


Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 

P a g e  1 1  G r e e n l e a v e s ,  M a y  2 0 1 6  

Each month Eliot recognizes one or two individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness, hard work and 
committed, joyful spirits. If you would like to suggest a volunteer to recognize, let us know at frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.  

Jeanne Olson might as well be walking 

around with a “Welcome to Eliot Chapel!” 
sign.  
 

For the past three years Jeanne has been 
Eliot’s Membership Team Lead. What does 
that mean? She has organized multiple 
“Introduction to Our Faith” classes through-
out the church year for newcomers, catering 
the meals and offering the personal touch of 
hospitality and welcome. She coordinates  
volunteers for the Guest Center, making sure 
that someone is there to greet guests and  
answer questions, and she also jumps in and 
chats with visitors when needed.  
 

In addition, she is a talented and innovative 
floral designer, sharing those talents for  
special occasions at Eliot, such as  
Rev. Barbara’s installation. Jeanne has also served on the Board and held many different positions of leadership in 
the church.  She is getting ready to step down from her Membership position and, before she does, we wanted to 
acknowledge her valuable contributions and thank her for all of her hard work on behalf of Eliot.  She is our  

Volunteer of the Month for May.  Jeanne—you rock! 

 
Have you registered  for AccessEUC yet? 

Check your pledge status. 
Schedule automatic payments. 

Look up a friend’s address. 
And – coming soon – view our  

photo directory online! 
Register today: www.eliotchapel.org. 

Thank You Flower Team 

Each Sunday we are greeted by a beautiful flower display during worship service. 

We would like to thank the women on the team who have brought flowers this 

year: Marie Fogelman, Madelyn Harris, Georgie Herz, Jeanne Kloeckner, Mary  

Meihaus, Armetta Smitley, Rebecca Schuder, Lee Streett, Mary Ann Swaine, and 

Laura Williams. We will continue to provide flowers for the summer services. If you 

are interested in participating, contact Carolyn Burke at flowers@eliotchapel.org. 

Congratulations to Corinne and Roger  

Esneault on the birth of their second  

grandchild, Ella Reese Victoria Frank, 

born April 8th to their daughter  

Christine and her husband Ryan. 

mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org
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Eliot Chapel Clergy 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon, 

Lead Minister 
 

Rev. Jim Crawford, 

Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. John Robinson, 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Eliot Chapel Staff 
 

Scott Stewart, 

Director of Religious Education 

Christie Lee, Asst. Director of 

Religious Education 
 

Jan Chamberlin, 

Music Director 

Dr. Leon Burke III, 

Choir Director 

Pianists: 

     Sue Goldford 

     Dr. David Nalesnik 
 

Charles Lewis, 

Administrator 

Jamacia Stanfield, 

Administrative Assistant 

Terri Burtin, 

Communications Specialist 

Myron Simms, 

Facilities Assistant 

Ed Liebman, 

Sunday Custodian 

 
 

May Worship 

Sunday, May 1 – 9:30 and 11:00 am  
“The Blessing of Kindness” – Rev. Jim Crawford 
In a time of great change and challenge, kindness can seem in short supply. 
Many voices attempt to trivialize or minimize the significance of kindness, yet 
to live with kindness as our guide is a radical, often counter-cultural 
choice.  Many have followed this path, including the Dalai Lama, who resisted 
bitterness after exile from Tibet and embodies the teachings of kind-
ness.  Come join us and be blessed by Kindness. Featured musicians: Amy 
Camie, harp; Women’s Chorale. 
 
Sunday, May 8 – 9:30 and 11:00 am  
“Spiritual Tool Kits: The Blessings of Children and Youth” 
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon, Scott Stewart, Christie Lee 
How do we equip ourselves for the spiritual journey? Join Rev. Barbara, Scott, 
and Christie as we celebrate intergenerational learning, the many gifts of our 
young people, and the joys of being a village with children and youth.   
Featured musicians: Children’s Chalice Choir, Alden Audet - piano; Emma Prats & 
Sophie Chappell - violin; Eliot Choir. 
 
Sunday, May 15 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Stories of Beloved Community: How My Heart Has Changed” 
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon and members of Eliot Chapel 
This year, many of us have experienced awakenings through shared study and 
conversation about race. Come to hear the stories and look ahead to the  
future. Featured musicians:  Anna Lackschewitz - viola; Chamber Singers. 
 
Sunday, May 22 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Messengers of Fellowship and Love” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
Every year, we gather all ages for the flower communion, a  
simple ceremony created in the early '20s by the Rev. Norbert 
Capek in Prague. Bring a flower to share from your yard, garden, 
roadside or 7-11!  Featured musicians: No Strings Attached Winds; 
Women’s Chorale. 
 
Sunday, May 29 – One service only, at 10:00 am at Eliot Chapel 
“The Blessing of Memory” – Rev. Jim Crawford 
Memorial Day is a day set aside to honor those who have died in service to the 
United States of America. Regardless of the exact date or location of its  
origins, one thing is clear – Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil War and a 
desire to honor our fallen. On  May 29th, we will gather to light candles in  
remembrance of those who have served and died in war and reflect upon the 
true cost of war – the human cost. Featured musicians: Dr. David Nalesnik,  
piano; Laura Mullen, clarinet. 
 

Sunday, May 29 – 11:00 am at Bergfried 
Ted Lau will lead an intergenerational service at Bergfried during the Memorial 
Day Weekend Family Campout. Featured musician: Rich Heuermann, guitar  
and vocals. 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 

September – May 

 

10:00 am only 

Memorial Day through 

Labor Day 

May’s worship theme is Blessing 


