
 

 

When we visited Transylvania, we often 
met in the community center - a warm 
and friendly place, even if the bathroom 
was out the back door. One afternoon, 
we met with some of the elders and the 
youth of the village. The youth wore  
traditional costumes and demonstrated 
beautiful, complex couple dances. Their 
leader, Timmi, explained that most of 
the costumes had been made for their 
grandparents. One girl’s dress, she said, 
was 100 years old.  There was no record-
ed music for their dancing, no band. 
They sang the melody themselves, and 
stomped and slapped their shins to  
create a beat. People watching did the 
same. Everyone was needed, even if they 
weren’t dancing. Then they turned to us, 
and offered to teach us some steps, so 
some of us jumped in. We stumbled and 
laughed and admired the quick learners 
among us. (Hint: I am not talking about 
myself.) As we were dancing, I could 
hear the singing around us: the little old 
women in their kerchiefs, heads low, 
whispering the words of the song. I real-
ized that they had once been out on the 
floor. I could see the little boys standing 
on the edges, singing and clapping the 
rhythm. Someday it would be them out 
there. But for now, they seemed to be 
saying, it’s your turn, your time to dance. 
  
Sometimes you get the clear message 
that it’s your turn. I feel like buying this 
property next door might be one of 

them. Every 
time we’ve 
done some-
thing like 
this, the 
church has 
leapt for-
ward. The 
most obvious time was in the beginning, 
when our founders decided to scrap the 
plans to build at Ballas and Dougherty 
Ferry Roads and buy this graceful old 
building in the center of town. There 
was no place for religious education; 
they knew they were going to have to 
build that. But they had to jump in. It 
was their turn. We’ve built things at 
different times since then. Once was 
buying the Elbert house, where Adams 
Hall, the memorial garden and the office 
tower are now. The people involved 
then must have had big questions about 
what to do and how to go about it. But 
it was their turn to figure it out. I can’t 
even imagine how much church life 
changed because of it. They had to think 
about a future they couldn’t possibly 
predict, and invest in it.  
 
While it’s true that this property came 
up suddenly and we don’t yet know 
what we will do with it, we can sense 
this is a moment to be seized. To take 
the hand being extended to us. In doing 
so, we are honoring the elders who took 

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 
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Continued on page 2 

….. BREAKING NEWS! ON 10/30/16 THE ELIOT CHAPEL CONGREGATION VOTED TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE  OF 222 E. ARGONNE! ……. 
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Sharing Our Bounty 

alternatives to our  
punitive corrections 
system and is helping 
to build a welcoming 
and inclusive 21st Cen-
tury social climate free 
of hate and prejudice. 

 Empower Missouri fully 
works for policies that 
empower people to 
overcome their eco-
nomic circumstances, 
and require all to pay 
their fair share in     
support of the         
common good. 

Based in Jefferson City, 
Empower Missouri  
chapters across the state 
provide opportunities for 
citizens to learn about 
state and federal policies 
and become involved in 
these conversations. We 
depend on its knowledge 
and expertise as we learn 
about changing systems of 
oppression and how to 
put our UU principles into 
meaningful action for  
systemic change. 

 

 

In September  

Eliot Chapel collected 

$1,852 for  

Room at the Inn. 

Thank you for your 

generous support! 

 Empower Missouri is  
dedicated to ensuring social 
justice for all Missourians. 
Founded in 1901, the non-
partisan organization  
educates and empowers  
Missourians on issues  
including hunger, housing, 
education, health and  
economic opportunity.  It is 
an important ally in Eliot 
Chapel’s work for systemic 
racial and economic justice, 
and is an eloquent voice for 
good in Missouri. 

 Empower Missouri       
believes that all people in 
Missouri should have   
true access to quality 
healthcare, decent     
housing, adequate       
nutrition and appropriate 
education. 

 It believes that all people 
in Missouri should be 
treated with dignity and 
fairness, and share on a 
just basis in the responsi-
bilities and benefits of the 
prosperity of our society.         

  It supports restorative    

empowermissouri.org 

a chance for us and built this place. We are honoring the children who will come  
after us and will need a church that is robust and alive.  
 

At the time of this writing, we have two votes coming up. The first one, October 30, 
is to cast our ballots. We actually learned new information (thank you, Steven Bain!) 
that Missouri law allows us to use proxy votes – if we get them in by October 28.  If 
we vote yes, we move on to the second vote, which is harder, and comes just a week 
later on “Miracle Sunday.” That vote, if it comes, will be with our pocketbooks. We 
have to raise $200,000 for the down payment and demolition costs. I hope you will 
join me in supporting the Board’s recommendation to seize this moment. May this 
dance be as joyous as the ones that came before. May we jump in with gladness, and 
take the hands near us with trust and a happy heart.  
  
 

Leap of Faith, continued from page 1 

In faith, 

Once again this year, 

Eliot’s Bread Service 

collection on Saturday, 

Nov. 19 and Sunday, 

Nov. 20 will go to 

providing bread for the 

needy elderly in our 

partner village of 

Nyaradszentmarton, 

located in the Transylva-

nian area of Romania. 

This collection is a long 

tradition at Eliot Chapel 

and is a tremendous 

assistance to those who 

receive it. Please give 

generously. 

http://www.empowermissouri.org
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Christmas Pageant & Holiday Potluck are on the Calendar! 
The annual Christmas Pageant & Family Holiday Potluck will be here before you know it. This year’s festivities 
take place on Saturday, Dec. 10.   
A special thanks to this year’s Christmas Pageant Director Team, which is led by co-directors and youth leaders 
Aislynn Pasierb and Noah Rowan, co-director Alissa Rowan, and youth leaders Ian Pallares, Camille Mussman, 
Miranda Allen, Palmer Mihalevich, Emma Prats, Sydney Korinek Fuchs, Justin Batres, and Eavan O’Neil. 
 

For more information, contact Scott Stewart at scott@eliotchapel.org. 

Tentative Schedule:  Saturday, Dec. 10  
 2:30 pm Pageant rehearsal* 

 4:30 pm Pageant service in the Sanctuary  

 5:15 pm Family holiday potluck in Adams Hall  

 

*exact rehearsal time depends on your Pageant role 

With all that has gone on the past few weeks, now would be a great time to attend a  

celebration of fellowship for our Eliot community! 
 

Join your Board of Trustees for a  

Potluck Gathering for our Community of Joy & Risk 
Saturday, Nov. 5 at 5:00 pm in Adams Hall 

We will share good food, good conversation and good fun! And there will 

be a special Madrigal preview. 

Questions? Email boardpotluck@eliotchapel.org. 

Congratulations to Aislynn Pasierb, who has been selected to serve as the Youth  

Co-Dean at UU Youth Midwest Leadership School (YMWLS) in July 2017 in Decorah, IA. 

YMWLS is an intentional faith community and learning experience which equips UU 

youth with a foundation that deepens their UU religious development and expands 

their leadership ability, both in their Unitarian Universalist community and beyond. You 

can read more about it at https://www.mwls.org/youth. 
 

Since 2013, Eliot has had 11 youth participate in YMWLS.  Aislynn participated in YMWLS 

in 2015 and served on staff in July 2016.   In addition, Aislynn is a leader in the Eliot youth 

group, co-directs the annual Pageant Service, actively participates in worship services, 

and will represent Eliot at the 2017 UU General Assembly in New Orleans.   

mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
mailto:scott@eliotchapel.org
mailto:boardpotluck@eliotchapel.org
https://www.mwls.org/youth
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Cindy Lau, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

A Vibrant, Beloved Community 

I am writing this article on October 17, 
2016.  The vote for the purchase of the 
222 Argonne property has not yet  
happened but will have by the time this 
article is published. There are two  
experiences that I want to talk about.  
One is about the commitment and  
vibrancy that I saw exhibited in the 
Question and Answer Meeting on  
October 16, and the other is about the 
privilege to be on the Board of  
Trustees. 
 

Our Eliot Vision is “Creating a just world 
through vibrant, beloved community.”  
In the Q & A meeting, individuals were 
considerate of each others’ opinions, 

whether they were 
“for” or “against” the 
purchase of the proper-

ty.  This has not always been so at Eliot.  
It is now.  We are creating a “beloved 
community” (within Eliot) of individu-
als that can deeply respect each other 
even when it is uncomfortable to do 
so.  Some took the risk to talk about 
the level of commitment they felt was 
necessary to sustain both our operat-
ing budget and growth.  It is important 
that we talk openly about giving our 
money to our beloved community.  I do 
not want to diminish the gifts of time 
and energy; they are important too.  
Yet we cannot do great things unless 
we adequately fund our programs and 
our growth.  In the 
Mission/Vision  
sessions last fall we 
heard over and over 
again about dreams 
of growth through 
expanding our  
campus for  
various needs and 
purposes.  It is great 
fun to have this dialog, to get to know 
each other through this dialog, and 

work towards vision.  I thank you all 
for standing up and showing up  
(although we still need to find a way to 
get the 20 – 40 year olds involved; let 
me know if you have ideas). 
 

Secondly, it is a profound privilege to 
be the Board Chair.  We as a Board  
really didn’t know how many members 
would want to support this acquisi-
tion.  Nevertheless, we felt it was  
important to bring this opportunity to 
the Eliot members.  It was a challeng-
ing experience to do so.   
 

Through facing risks, being vulnerable 
to each other, and working toward 
agreement through diverse perspec-
tives, I have developed a deep sense 
of connection and respect for my  
fellow Board members and the  
Property Acquisition Subcommittee.  
I also got to know Rev. Barbara much 
better, and we forged a close working 
relationship. Finally, the support I re-
ceived from current Board members, 
past Board members, and many of the 
congregation, support not for a  
specific outcome, but for bringing to 
the community this opportunity to 
determine our future, has been over-
whelming.  Thank you. The profound 
gift of service is completely rewarding.  

 

2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
C i n d y  L a u ,   
C h a i r  
 

D a v i d  C o x ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

D a v e  S a l i v a r ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

K a r e n  F u c h s  
 

B r u c e  M a c K e n z i e  
 

T r i n a  P r i e s e  
 

T o d d  S t a r k  
 

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

music@eliotchapel.org 

A Chance to Show Some Kindness 
Asthma sufferers try to avoid airborne fragrances 

because they can trigger life-threatening asthma 

attacks. A whiff of strong perfume can send them 

to the ER. In most cases, an asthma sufferer can 

walk away from a threat to their breathing, but in 

church, there may not be many seats to choose 

from, and once you sit, you are there for an hour.  
 

In choir rehearsal, the room is crowded and 

closed, so for over 20 years we have had a rule:  

no cologne, perfume, after shave, lotions, or any-

thing of fragrance strong enough to smell. We 

have singers who have asthma, and we value both 

their talents and their lives.  
 

It’s been observed that this practice is one that we 

need to extend to the rest of the congregation. If 

you care about your fellow worshippers, please 

refrain from wearing scents. Thank you!  

And that also means the Chalice 
Chimes Handbells will be practicing 
through the months of November 
and December. They play pre-service 
music at the first two Christmas Eve 
services. Handbell team positions are 
open to all, ages 8 and up. It’s a great thing for parents 
and children to do together! Teenagers are welcome. Bells 
rehearse every Tuesday evening from 7:30-9:00 pm. If you 
are interested or want to learn more, contact Jan  
Chamberlin at music@eliotchapel.org. 
 

Friends of Music Concert in November 
A free, classical music concert will be offered in the Eliot 
Chapel Sanctuary on Sunday, Nov. 13 at 3:00 pm. The  
program will include  Lee Demertzis, pianist, playing  
Samuel Barber’s Excursion Op. 20, no. 3 and Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s Sonata in C major, Op. 53 (“Waldstein”). Alice 
Conway, mezzo-soprano, accompanied by John Garrett, 
pianist, will perform arias and songs by Handel, Schubert, 
Monteverdi, Mozart, Rossini, Meyerbeer and Barber.    
Learn more at www.fomcstl.org. 

SURVEY SAYS… 
Thank you to everyone who took time filling out our recent 
Music Survey. Your comments have been heard and we will 
take them to heart. It’s always nice to hear the affirmations. 
The majority of the comments were favorable regarding the 
music program as it is today.  
 

Our last music survey was done about 5 years ago. The 
tweaks and fine tuning suggestions we hear from the  
congregation tend to be recurring themes in contradictions:  

 love rounds vs. hate rounds  

 more younger music vs. more historical music  

 more Gospel music vs. less Christian music  
 

It’s a given that one cannot please all the people all the 
time. And we’ve come a long way in acceptance of many 
styles of music. I think we have even evolved in our practic-
es of applauding. No need to do it after every musical piece, 
but only when it makes sense, like if the volume is loud or 
the energy in the room is high. I liken it to knowing when to 
laugh - not out of habit or nervousness, but when some-
thing is really funny. Just be sensitive and pay attention. 
 

There is a longing for authentic “Gospel” and “world”  
choral music. The Eliot choirs explore these occasionally to 
the best of our abilities without risking “cultural mis-
appropriation.” But to be truly authentic would mean hiring 
outside groups to come and perform for us. This could be 
done with higher pledging and budgeting. It was also sug-
gested, “How about a choir exchange with an African Amer-
ican church choir?” There are potential problems as well as 
blessings with such an exchange and we are talking about 
how best to go about it.  
 

It’s never too late to add comments, questions or volunteer. 
Please feel free to contact me anytime to talk about music 
at Eliot!  
 

Welcome to our new pianist Gail Hintz!  

In the time since Gail earned her Bachelor of Music in Piano 
at Webster University, she has accumulated an extraordi-
nary resumé of experience in both professional opera and 
musical theatre. Gail is a respected accompanist for the  
St. Louis Symphony Chorus and well-known as a vocal 
coach. She works well with all ages, has a great personality, 
and we are thrilled to have her join our music team!  
 

Christmas is Coming 
And we have plans for a “Jazzy Christmas”! If you’ve been 
waiting on the sidelines for a reason to join choir, this may 
be the time. Talk to Leon Burke or Jan Chamberlin about 
choir. 
 

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
http://www.fomcstl.org
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Watch for details on 
all Bergfried events 
in This Week at Eliot  
or join us on  
Facebook at  
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever 

November 12 marks the 
beginning of a hallowed 
Missouri tradition known 
as deer season. The Eliot  
community has some deer 
hunters (more are  
welcome; please contact 

Jim Hershey) and the property has 
typically been closed throughout the 
various seasons until early January. 
This year there are some gaps in the 
hunting calendar and the cottage 

and property will be 
available for rental on 
the usual terms during  
select weekdays and 
weekends in  
December. Please 
consult the Bergfried 
calendar on the Eliot  
website. 

Hear ye! Hear ye! 

 
 

As always, it is important for people  
using Bergfried for either a day trip or 
overnights to contact the Chapel's front 
office; it might be advisable during  
November and December to check with 
a Bergfried team member, as well, at  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org. 
 
-Shawn Cummings and Jim Hershey for 
The Bergfried StewardshipTeam 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
http://www.eliotchapel.org/specialevents
mailto:madrigal@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
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Saturday, 

Nov. 19 

5:00 pm 

 

Sunday,  

Nov. 20 

9:30 am 

11:00 am 

A Celebration Spanning the Generations 
 

Again this year, Eliot will have three traditional Bread Services the weekend before 
Thanksgiving at 5:00 pm on Saturday, Nov. 19 and at 9:30 and 11:00 am on Sunday,  
Nov. 20. You are invited to bring bread to share with the congregation. Especially  
meaningful are loaves reflecting ethnic background and loaves you associate with  
Thanksgiving, harvest, and extended family. This is a service for all ages. If you would  
like to bring bread to share at one of the services, please decide in advance which service 
you will attend and sign up on the bulletin board between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall 
no later than Sunday, Nov. 13 to reserve a spot. Please bring the bread already sliced. 

Telling Our Stories Through Quilts 
As part of our preparation for the annual Bread Service 

we invite you to share quilts for decoration in the  

Sanctuary. Quilts should be clearly marked with your 

name and be delivered to the church office no later than 

noon on Sunday, Nov. 13. If your quilt has a story, please 

feel welcome to print or type it on a small card, and affix 

the card to the front of your quilt, so the story can be 

shared with members and friends.  

Questions? Contact Flo Reaves at quilts@eliotchapel.org. 

New Attitudinal Healing Group Forming 
Attitudinal Healing is a loving, spiritual approach to everyday 
living founded by Dr. Gerald Jampolsky in 1975. Eliot Chapel 
has been hosting Attitudinal Healing support groups since 
2011. A new 10-week series is forming and will begin in  
January. Facilitated by Corinne Esneault and Julie Morreale, 
both trained facilitators by Attitudinal Healing International, this 
group will meet for two hours for 10 consecutive weeks. The 
meetings will focus on learning the 12 Principles of Attitudinal 
Healing using the text Teach Only Love. This powerful guide 
teaches participants how to heal relationships and bring peace 
and harmony to every aspect of their lives. The group is open 
to any member or friend of Eliot Chapel. The timing of the 
group has yet to be determined, pending the interest and 
availability of the potential participants. There is a nominal fee 
for books and materials. For more information please contact 
Corinne Esneault at attitudinalhealing@eliotchapel.org and 
refer to the website: www.ahstlouis.org. 

The Eliot Chapel Caregiver Support Group is led by Corinne 
Esneault, a church member and trained support group facilitator. 
Supported by the ministers at Eliot, the group is open to any mem-
ber or friend of  Eliot Chapel who is a direct caregiver for a loved 
one with a life threatening illness or injury. The group meets on the 
2nd Monday of  each month from 1:00-3:00. 
 

Support group participants can expect: 

 The chance to share their story with others who understand 
this experience 

 Discussion of  strategies to sustain your energy and spirit while 
caring for another 

 An opportunity for listening, learning and comforting 

 Sharing and discussion of  community resources 

 Release of  stress by talking and being with others who under-
stand your situation 

 Discovery that you are not alone in this challenging experience 

 A deep level of  sharing and support 

 Utmost confidentiality 
  

For more information please contact Corinne at  
caregivers@eliotchapl.org. 

mailto:quilts@eliotchapel.org
mailto:attitudinalhealing@eliotchapel.org
http://www.ahstlouis.org
mailto:caregivers@eliotchapl.org
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How can we live out this mission in the month of  
November?  This year we have witnessed a presiden-
tial election season unlike any other. How can we feel 
inspired or equipped to work for justice in such an  
environment?  Thoughtful discussion seems to be 
drowned out by hyperbole and exaggerated  
rhetoric.  Let’s lean on each other in such times.   
Perhaps in a show of unity and rebellion, we can resist 
the temptation to sit this one out.  We can commit as 
a congregation to simply showing up to vote, a silent 
act of civility.  It may be difficult to feel inspired, but 
perhaps in this year more than any other,  
voting can be our collective spiritual homework.     

Eliot Room at the Inn Needs Help 
Room at the Inn, a homeless shelter located in 
Bridgeton, provides immediate, temporary  
shelter for up to 20 homeless women and  
families in St. Louis County.  While the shelter 
provides a multitude of “wrap around” services 
such as health screenings, job preparedness, 
computers, phones, transportation, childcare, 
counseling, and parenting and budget classes, 
they rely on night sites to shelter their clients 
overnight.  That is where Eliot comes in.  We are 
one of their night sites and we provide: 
 Drivers to bring the 10 guests from 

Bridgeton to Kirkwood on Thursday         
evenings at 5:00 and return them to the 
shelter on Friday morning using the Room 
at the Inn van 

 Cooks to prepare a meal for up to             
15 people  

 Hosts to spend the night with the guests 
at Eliot  

 Launderers for the 12 sets of sheets used 
each night  

 

And we have provided this for 40 nights a 
year for 24 years! 
 

Right now we are in desperate need of hosts 
and drivers.  This is really our home-grown 
social justice project and truly, “many hands 
make light work.” If you could host or drive even 
a night or two every year, please consider  
contacting us to hear more at  
rati@eliotchapel.org.  The shelter has counted 
on Eliot for all of this time, but we may have to 
back off this commitment if we cannot broaden 
our volunteer pool. 
 

~Karen Gender for the RATI team 
rati@eliotchapel.org 

  

Vigil for Hope & Healing  
Every Tuesday at 6:00 pm 

SJA Mission: 
The Social Justice Program will inspire and  
equip individuals and the congregation to 
work effectively for justice both locally and  
beyond.  

Protect the Right to Vote 

for all Missouri’s legally  

registered voters 

VOTE NO on AMENDMENT 6 

Vigil #100! 

mailto:rati@eliotchapel.org
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Metropolitan Congregations United’s (MCU) Break the Pipeline campaign works to end the school to  

prison pipeline through organizing for school, police, and juvenile justice reforms.  
 

Friday, Nov. 11 

7:00 pm at First Unitarian Church of St. Louis  

Hear Attorney Bridgette Bowman speak on Juvenile Courts: Forgotten in the Fight Against Mass Incarcera-

tion. Ms. Bowman works with the juvenile court in Shelby County, Tennessee which, like St. Louis County, 

has  been the subject of a Department of Justice investigation. Doors open to the public at 6:30 pm; light 

refreshments will be served. The event is free, but we would appreciate an RSVP to  

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org. 

 
Sunday, Nov. 13 

3:00 pm at the Maplewood Richmond Heights High School Gym 

MCU will host the Regional School Assembly: Keeping Our Kids in the Classroom. Superintendents have 

been invited to come and celebrate commitments of school districts and community partners to end 

school suspensions for Pre-K - 3rd grade. Doors open at 2 pm. Please RSVP to  

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org and bring a friend! 

Trauma & Toxic Stress Workshop 

Saturday, Nov. 5 

9:00 - 11:00 am in Adams Hall 

Eliot Chapel’s own Nancy Spargo and Amy Stark will lead the second 
of two sessions on trauma and toxic stress.  On November 5 they will 
help us go from understanding trauma and toxic stress to “now 
what?”  - teaching us how to take our knowledge and put it to prac-
tice in our lives and our efforts toward social justice.  Participation is 
not limited to those who attended the first workshop.  All are  
welcome.  Questions? Email socialjustice@eliotchapel.org.   

Join the Action November 11-13 

Diaper Drive Report 
In September Eliot collected 

3000 diapers for the  

St. Louis Area Diaper Bank! 
 

Thanks to Jan Erdman for 

organizing and Pam and 

Chuck Wentworth for  

helping Jan haul them to the 

Diaper Bank where they 

were wrapped and readied 

for distribution 

to families in 

need.    
 

Great job Eliot! 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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On the Calendar 

 

Women’s Alliance 
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an 
outing to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

November Meetings 
Tuesday, Nov. 1: In The Sanctuary of Outcasts by Neil White. Discussion  
Leader - Beth Rossow. 
Tuesday, Nov. 15: EarthDance Farms speaker - Kaitie Adams.  Coordinator - 
Marilyn Fallert. 
Tuesday, Nov. 22: Visit to Blues Museum.  Coordinator - Doris Yohe.    

Start your holiday shopping list … it’s almost time for the  

Eliot Holiday Bazaar on December 4 & 11  
Eliot Chapel will hold its annual Holiday Bazaar in December. At 

this holiday craft and goodies sale, which takes place on Sun-

days in Adams Hall, either 100% of the proceeds go to a charity 

or 50% of the proceeds go to Eliot Chapel. If you are a vendor 

interested in selling your goods, please contact Administrative 

Assistant Mecy Stanfield in the church office at 314-821-0911 or  

frontoffice@eliotchapel.org by November 20. 

The winter months are fast arriving and your Eliot Yarn Goddesses are busy 
knitting and crocheting hats for the homeless and those undergoing chemotherapy  

as well as lap blankets and comfort shawls. We are always looking for anyone  
interested in joining us. Our ladies have added two very beautiful comfort shawls 
and three warm hats to our donation basket recently. We are also working on a 
large project for display in our lovely building. Do you want to learn?  Stop by the 
Junior High Room on the third Thursday at 1:00 pm or third Sunday at 12:00 pm 
each month and join us. We enjoy our time together talking and learning. 
Sometimes there is even food! Kate Magrath is very talented in both knitting and 
crocheting and has the skills to teach anyone. We also  have yarn for you to take 
with you and use. If you have questions, please contact Rebecca Schuder by email 

at knitters@eliotchapel.org. 

The church 

offices will be 

closed on 

Thursday,  

Nov. 24 and 

Friday,  

Nov. 25 for the 

Thanksgiving 

holiday. 

Mother 2 Mother Returns!  
Friday, November 18  
6:30-9:30 pm in the Sanctuary 
We are thrilled to have been asked to host this wonderful panel again. 
Mother 2 Mother, was started  in September 2014 by Dr. Christi Griffin, 
founder and president of The Ethics Project, as a means of creating under-
standing, healing and solutions to racism and over policing in the African 
American community. This panel will focus on experience with schools rather 
than law enforcement. Watch Eliot communications for more information. 
 

Mother 2 Mother: HEALING AND CHANGING THE COMMUNITY THROUGH MEANINGFUL, 
HONEST AND OPEN CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE.  

mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:knitters@eliotchapel.org


 

 

Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 

P a g e  1 1  G r e e n l e a v e s ,  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 6  

Each month Eliot recognizes individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness,  
hard work, and committed joyful spirits! If you have someone to nominate for Volunteer of the Month,   
let us know at office@eliotchapel.org.  

When it comes to caring, Dotty Storer is an  

expert. As an Eliot Pastoral Care Associate, she helps 
care for those in the congregation who are going 
through a time of need by providing emotional and 
sometimes spiritual support, even if it’s just an ear to 
listen with or a shoulder to lean on. 
 

Her role in social justice has steadily expanded over  
the past several years. Dotty attended the very first 
Becoming Powerful Allies workshop in Spring 2014. 
She came out of that workshop with a mission. It 
opened her eyes to racial injustice, and she realized 
that she cared enough to do something about it. She 
began attending forums and lectures and participat-
ing in vigils and demonstrations throughout  
St. Louis. She became a steadfast leader of Eliot’s 
own Vigil for Hope & Healing, helping set up lights in the dark of winter, holding our 'Standing on the Side of Love' 
sign, waving at passers-by.  
 

Not long ago, the Social Justice team put out a call asking for someone to take over leading the weekly Vigil for Hope 
& Healing. They needed someone who cared about the vigils and cared about the cause. Someone who would step 
forward and say, “Yes, I will take the lead.” They were fortunate to find two such people—Dotty and Ted Lau—and 
the vigils continue each week.  
 

Dotty cares about other things at Eliot, too. She has been a long-time volunteer in the music program, from singing 
in choirs to ringing handbells for the holidays. She has also represented Eliot as a delegate at the UUA’s General  
Assembly. We think it’s safe to say that Dotty Storer is someone who cares about Eliot and its people, as well as 

those in her community. And that’s why we have named Dotty Volunteer of the Month for November! 

We extend our condolences to Eliot families who have 
recently lost loved ones. 

Sheryl Foster, her husband Al Gadkari, and  
daughter Lauren Gadkari. Sheryl’s father, Darrell 
Foster, died on October 6. 
 

Verne and Ellen Luckow and family, including daughter Sara 
and son Evan. Verne’s father passed away on October 15. 

In September, 13 pilgrims from Eliot Chapel, along with 11 from First Church, traveled to Transylvania. Our experience was transforming 
and inspiring. We strengthened our connections with our partner church in Nyaradszentmarton, making many new friends and having a  
wonderful time. We also visited several sites connected with our Unitarian heritage. In the coming weeks, there will be opportunities for you 
to hear the details about our trip and to see pictures. We hope to have a dessert night/slide showing sometime in the winter, and the  
November 13 service will feature some of our stories. Our friends in Nyaradszentmarton have urged us to return and we hope that some of 
you will consider doing so in the coming years.  ~ Beth Rossow for the Partner Church Link 

 
 

Eliot Chapel welcomes the following  
people who have signed the  
membership book recently: 

 

Cathy Bailey, Phyllis MacLaren,  
and Melissa Priese  

mailto:office@eliotchapel.org


 

 

Eliot Chapel Clergy 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon, 

Lead Minister 
 

Rev. Jim Crawford, 

Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. John Robinson, 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Eliot Chapel Staff 
 

Scott Stewart, 

Director of Religious Education 

Christie Lee, Asst. Director of 

Religious Education 
 

Jan Chamberlin, 

Music Director 

Dr. Leon Burke III, 

Choir Director 

Pianists: 

   Dr. David Nalesnik 

   Gail Hintz 
 

Charles Lewis, 

Administrator 

Mecy Stanfield, 

Administrative Assistant 

Terri Burtin, 

Communications Specialist 

Myron Simms, 

Facilities Assistant 

Ed Liebman, 

Sunday Custodian 

 
 

November Worship 

Sunday, November 6 – 9:30 and 11:00 am  
Miracle Sunday -  Rev. Meg Riley 
Two days before the 2016 election, we find  
ourselves in some of the most divided and fear
-driven times America has known. Our faith 
needs to be strong and vibrant. This Sunday, we come together as a communi-
ty in great joy and anticipation, to make that happen. Join us for Miracle  
Sunday, as we take bold steps into our future, by investing ourselves and our 
resources in Eliot Chapel. Are you ready for a miracle?  Featured musicians:  
Eliot Choir, Children’s Chalice Choir, and band.  
 

Our preacher is The Rev. Meg Riley, Senior Minister for the Church of the  
Larger Fellowship. Rev. Meg is an amazing preacher and a powerful voice for  
social justice and Unitarian Universalism. She lives in Minneapolis.  
 
Sunday, November 13 – 9:30 and 11:00 am at Eliot Chapel 
“Transylvania: Stories of Pilgrimage”  
The Transylvania Pilgrims and Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
This September, 13 pilgrims from Eliot Chapel joined about as many from First 
Unitarian Church of St. Louis and First Parish Milton to meet with our partner 
churches in Transylvania. What did they learn? How did their experiences  
inform their faith as Unitarian Universalists? And what does this rich and  
abiding friendship with our partners in Transylvania have to offer all of us?  
Featured musicians: Greenleaf Madrigal Singers and the Chamber Singers. 

 
Saturday, Nov. 19 – 5:00 pm AND Sunday, November 20 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Stories of Bread & Meaning” − Rev. Barbara H. Gadon & Rev. Jim Crawford 
Annual Bread Communion Services 
It’s time for Bread Communion, one of the most beloved rituals of our commu-
nity. You are invited to bring bread from your heritage to share. We will also 
enjoy members’ family quilts and the joyful strains of bluegrass music. Please 
note: If you are from a rice-based culture that you would like to share with us, 
we welcome your offering. Rev. Barbara and Rev. Jim will offer reflections and 
stories. Featured musicians: Roger Netherton on fiddle with the Boney Goat 
Band and Women’s Chorale (Saturday); the Eliot Choir (Sunday). 

 
Sunday, Nov. 27 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Anticipation” – Kim Hampton 
As the darkest time of the year approaches, what does it mean to wait for the 
light? Featured musician: Gail Hintz, piano. 
 

Kim Hampton, a native St. Louisian, earned her M.Div. from Earlham School of 
Religion in Richmond, Indiana. A church and nonprofit consultant, Kim is pursuing 
dual fellowship with the UUA and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 
splits her time between St. Louis and Boston.  

 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 
September – May 
 
10:00 am only 
Memorial Day through  
Labor Day 
 

November’s worship theme is Story 

Daylight Saving Time 
ends! Remember to 
turn your clocks back  
Saturday night. 

www.eliotchapel.org 

http://www.eliotchapel.org

