
 

 

The Facebook invitation said:  
Candlelight vigil for Damien Holmes.  
Friday, March 17th, 2017. 6:00 pm at Lone 
Bank Park at the corner of Nebraska and 
Cherokee. Candles provided. Damien, age 
12, had been killed in a gun accident with 
his younger brother, age 9. Unimaginable. 
  
There were about 100 people in the park 
at dusk. Organizers played Earth, Wind 
and Fire while they were setting up. Boys 
shot hoops. Neighbors chatted. We made 
cards with markers and construction  
paper for the family. When the vigil start-
ed, neighbors and teachers gave heartfelt 
speeches. They passed out candles poked 
through paper cups, and we sang “This 
Little Light of Mine.” This young man was 
beloved. He was best friends with a girl 
who loved him even though “he thought 
he was The Stuff.” He was one day from 
becoming captain of his stepping 
(precision dance) team.  Now he is gone. 
The lives of his family and community are 
completely transformed, in the worst  
possible way.  
 

Amy Hunter’s invitation said, “The family 
has asked me to invite the white commu-
nity to join them.” Then I read about the 
incident in the Post-Dispatch. The parents 
are being charged with manslaughter. The 
article talked about marijuana possession 
charges made against the father more 
than 20 years ago. Instead of describing a 
family in unimaginable pain, they painted 
a portrait of criminals. Same old story.      

If the Holmes 
were white and 
we were 
talking 
about a 
hunting rifle 
(as my  
father and 
oldest brother always had in our house, 
completely accessible), we would see 
more compassion for grieving parents.  
 

The Post-Dispatch sent a reporter on Friday 
night, and this time the headline read: 
“More than 100 Present for Vigil.” Then I 
knew why we were asked to come. There 
needed to be a crowd. State Rep. Bruce 
Franks Jr., who is from the Benton Park 
West neighborhood, spoke briefly at the 
memorial. “I want to give my heart to the 
family, to the youth and to everyone 
Damien’s presence touched,” he said. 
“Our community is judged enough  
without us judging each other. This is a 
time for us to come together.” 
 

My prayer is for this story to start a  
transformation: that gun safety laws will 
be passed, that no more families will 
know this double tragedy: loss of a child, 
the judgment of the world.  

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith 
 

Transformation:  

Things change in an instant. Things change over time. 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

www.eliotchapel.org 

In faith, 

April 2017 

Our Mission: 
Bound by  

courageous love, 

growing in spirit,  

and inspiring  

compassionate  

action. 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org
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Sharing Our Bounty 

children at Grace Episcopal Church to 
hold structured classes in math, creative 
arts, fitness and nutrition, personal  
finance, performing arts, reading, sewing 
and etiquette.  Once a week, children 
also participate in swimming and an  
educational field trip. With Love and  
Concern (the motto of SPROG), these 
teachers, with the help of camp counse-
lors, implement a strong academic pro-
gram with a goal of helping to close the 
achievement gap in our local schools.   
 

Space in the SPROG summer program is 
limited and participants are accepted on 
a first-come, first-served basis. The cost is 
$245 per child for the entire seven-week 
program, which averages out to $35 a 
week per participant.  Your donation  
allows SPROG to continue to offer the 
camp at this affordable rate.  Eliot's  
donations also allow SPROG to offer full 
and partial scholarships to families  
having trouble paying the tuition.   
 
 

In April we will be sharing our Sunday 
collections with KirkCare and SPROG.  
  

KirkCare is a non-profit organization 
formed by the Kirkwood Ministerial 
Alliance to help the needy living with-
in the boundaries of the Kirkwood R-7 
School District. It is directed and 
staffed by lay people from the  
churches within the R-7 school  
district, including Eliot Chapel. 
Churches, schools, individuals, and 
many civic organizations in the  
area contribute food and/or money to 
KirkCare and take an active role in 
providing services to those in need in 
our community. For more information 
about Eliot’s work with KirkCare, 
please see page 7 of this newsletter. 
 

 SPROG is a summer program  
providing academic and recreational 
activities for children ages 5 to 14.  
For seven weeks in the summer,  
certified teachers gather with  

Eliot Chapel collected 

$2,315 for Arch City  

Defenders in February. 

The latest canvass numbers are in: 

As of March 31, we have received 

$578,088 in pledges towards our goal 

of $714,000. 

Thanks to everyone who has  

submitted a pledge!  

Stay tuned for news on next steps to get us to our goal so 

we can stay ELIOT STRONG. 

Thank You! 

Many thanks to all who contributed to our canvass campaign, including: 
Louise Bradshaw...Madelyn Harris….Brian Krippner...Jan Erdman...Mary 
Quinn...Lauren and Megan Krippner...Kevin Mitchell…Katy Miller…  
thefabulousmitchellboys (Owen and Beckett)...Eliot Youth...Bob  
Coulter...Kara Miller...the Missouri Botanical Garden...the Saint Louis Science 
Center...the Saint Louis Zoo...Carolyn Burke...the Eliot Choirs...Bonnie  
Kwentus...Elitta DeArmond...Nancy Zvolanek...Linda Techner...Marie  
Fogleman...Janet Solecki...Tom Fee...the Eliot Board of Trustees...Linda 
Korinek...Jennifer MacKenzie...Ken Denson...Robin Kraujalis...Mike  
Antoine...Pete Ruger...Jordi Prats 
 



 

 

Eliot Youth: Leaders for Today & Tomorrow 

P a g e  3  

Congratulations to Eliot senior high youth Emma Prats, Lauren Twombly, Casey Stark,  
and Aislynn Pasierb, who will represent Eliot at the 2017 UU Youth Midwest Leadership 
School (YMWLS) in Decorah, IA July 9-15.    
 

YMWLS is an intentional community of UU youth and adult  
advisors designed to engage youth in all leadership aspects of a  
UU faith community, including worship, religious heritage, individu-
al spiritual exploration, social justice, and leadership skills develop-
ment.  YMWLS participation is a significant investment in the  
future for UU youth and congregations, since it develops strong 
youth leaders who can use their skills and passions to contribute to 
their UU congregation, the larger UU community, and other communities and groups to 
which they belong. 

 

Eliot Chapel has a rich history of youth participation at YMWLS.  Including this year’s  
participants, 14 Eliot youth will have experienced YMWLS since 2013. That  includes two 
youth who were invited to serve on staff, which Aislynn Pasierb will do this summer as the 
Youth Co-Dean.  
 

Emma, Lauren, Casey, and Aislynn are active leaders in youth group and participate in the 
Eliot community in numerous other capacities, including volunteering in the Religious  
Education program, co-directing the Christmas Pageant, participating in worship services, 
attending social justice activities...plus much more.   
 

Congratulations to Eliot’s YMWLS “Class of 2017” on this honor and for representing Eliot at this UU experience. 
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Child Dedications: May 7 at 9:30 am 
A much-loved ritual in Unitarian Universalist congregations is the  
welcoming and dedication of infants and young children as part of a  
Sunday worship service. We are currently planning to include this ritual 
on Sunday, May 7 during the 9:30 service.   
 

Families where one or both parents are members of Eliot Chapel are  
invited to meet with Rev. Barbara Gadon to discuss the meaning of  
the ceremony and the possibility of having your baby or young children 
included.  For more information, or to set up a meeting with Rev. Barbara, please send an email 
to children@eliotchapel.org no later than April 23. 
 

You can also explore more about this UU ritual on the UUA's website, found HERE. 

Aislynn 

Emma & Lauren 

Casey (l) with  Christopher 

& Lauren Twombly 

We celebrate the birth of … 
Lily Kate Markham, daughter of Eliot members Katie and Chris Markham. Born on 
March 6, Lily joins big brothers Collin and Kyle.  
 

Yvonne Valeria Davydov, born on March 16 to parents Zoe Matthews Davydov and 
Misha Davydov. Grandparents are Eliot members Susie Bradley & Jeff Matthews  and 
Barbara Bleisch & Dennis Klein. Mom and Dad and Yvonne live in Nashville.  
 

Eliott Blandford Lukens, son of Jess and Graham Lukens of Indianapolis and grandson 
of Eliot members Clint and Sue Blandford. Eliott was born on March 23. 

 

Congratulations to the families! 

https://www.mwls.org/youth
https://www.mwls.org/youth
mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/congregationallife/worship/ceremonies/6976.shtml
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Cindy Lau, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

The Bergfried Process Continues 

The Board of Trustees’ recommendation 
to sell part of the Bergfried property,  
a list of the decision criteria, and a list of  
questions and answers was sent to Eliot’s 
email list and published on the church 
website on March 27. You can find all of 
these materials at  
www.eliotchapel.org/bergfriedprocess. 
 

Rev. Gadon completed the crucial  
conversations part of the process, made 
her recommendation to the Board of  
Trustees, and we accepted her recom-
mendation. Thus far we as a congregation 
have treated each other respectfully. It is 
my intention that the continuing Board 
part of the process be transparent and 
follow our covenant.   
 

The next phase will be 
Questions and  
Comments to the Board 

with sessions planned for Sunday, April 2 
and  Sunday, April 9 at 12:30 pm in the 
Sanctuary (lasting 1.25 hours) and  
immediately after first service at  
10:40 am on April 9 in Room 006 down-
stairs in the nursery school (lasting for 1 
hour). Please note that no food will be 
served so you may wish to bring a snack 
to eat before the sessions. Childcare will 
be available. 
 

The sessions will be modeled after a  
process used at the UUA General Assem-
bly and by other UU churches to discuss 

decisions that involve several opinions.  
We will begin with reading the congrega-
tional covenant to reinforce our behavior-
al promises to each other. After that, the 
discussion part of the sessions will begin. 
Each person wanting to ask a question or 
make a comment will line up behind one 
microphone and have two minutes to 
talk. We will adhere tightly to the two-
minute limit so please come with  
prepared comments that fit into that 
timeframe. If you cannot complete what 
you have to say in two minutes, you are 
welcome to return to the end of the line 
to have an additional two minutes of 
speaking time.  Running the discussion in 
this way keeps the discussion focused and 
fair for everyone to be heard.  We have 
never used this process at Eliot but others 
have found it very successful.   
 

The sessions held in the Sanctuary will be 
recorded and available on the Eliot  
website for those who cannot attend.  
Also all new questions with the answers 
will be added to the Question and Answer 
document so that all may stay informed.  
The final part of the process will be to 
vote on the Board’s recommendation at 
the Annual Congregational Meeting on 
May 21 after second service. Thank you  
in advance for your participation in this 
important decision. 

 

2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
C i n d y  L a u ,   
C h a i r  
 

D a v i d  C o x ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

D a v e  S a l i v a r ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

K a r e n  F u c h s  
 

B r u c e  M a c K e n z i e  
 

T r i n a  P r i e s e  
 

T o d d  S t a r k  
 

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

Bergfried Questions & Comments  

Sessions 
 

Sunday, April 2 at 12:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, April 9 at 10:40 am in Room 006 

Sunday, April 9 at 12:30 pm in the Santuary 

 

Childcare will be available. 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/bergfriedprocess
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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Thanks to all who participated in our Music Sunday 

worship on March 26th! We hope you enjoyed the  
Missa Brevis Pro Serveto. 
 
Upcoming Friends of Music Concerts 
The April 9th concert will be unusual in that all the  
players will be members of the Kurtzman family! The 
program will include: Kathi Kurtzman (piano), Jeffrey 
Kurtzman (piano), their son Kenny Kurtzman (piano), 
their daughter Julie Kurtzman (violin), their son-in-law 
Camille Reno (baritone) and their 13-year-old grand-
daughter Anaïs Reno (alto). They will be performing the 
Mozart Fantasy in D minor, movements from the J.S. 
Bach Violin Sonata #4, the Brahms Violin Sonata #1, and 
the Ravel Violin Sonata, as well as the Chopin Ballade 
#1, arias from Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro and Verdi’s 
La Traviata, and songs by George Gershwin, Harold  

music@eliotchapel.org 

Arlen and others. Kathi and Jeff’s 
family is traveling from New York 
City to perform for us. 
 
The last Friends of Music concert 
of the season will be April 30th. 
The program will feature Beverly 
Field playing cello music by Bach, 
Hanna Frey playing violin music by 
Prokofiev, and Paola Savvidou play-
ing 21st century piano works.  
  
All Friends of Music Concerts begin at 3:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary and are free and open to the public. Learn 
more at www.fomcstl.org. 

Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

If you are new to Eliot Chapel or to Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to attend 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 13 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm in Adams Hall  
Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon  

If you are a newcomer to Eliot Chapel, are considering membership, or would just like to 

get to know us better, we highly recommend this workshop! You will get an introduction to 

UU and Eliot Chapel, or a refresher if you are looking for a new UU home. We will explore 

with you what membership at Eliot could mean for you. You will also have an opportunity 

to share some of your own faith journey and get to know others. Lunch will be provided. 

Watch for sign up sheets on the bulletin board in the hallway between the Sanctuary and 

Adams Hall and on the Eliot website at http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre. 

Registration closes on May 11. 

Please note: this class requires a minimum of five participants. 

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
http://www.fomcstl.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre
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Things are Blooming at Bergfried! 
Big things are happening at  
Bergfried this spring. Come out for one 

of our events below or plan a trip out on 
your own (let us know you are going by 
calling the church office or emailing  
bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org).  
Bergfried is yours to explore and enjoy! 
 

Day Trip to Bergfried 
Saturday, April 8 
Join us for some early spring nature com-
munion.  An optional guided hike or two 
will be offered, but feel free to come out 
and do your own thing or do nothing! 
Bring sturdy shoes and provisions for the 
day. Meet at the Eliot Chapel parking lot 
at 9:00 am to caravan or carpool (or come 
out separately if you prefer). Email  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org at least 48 
hours in advance to let us know you are 
coming.   
 

The Men’s Advance  
May 5 - 7  
Men’s Advance brings together  
Eliot members and friends of the male 
persuasion. Newcomers are especially 
encouraged to come out to enjoy hiking, 
camping, camaraderie, a Saturday night 
feast, and lots of super-secret men's stuff 
(which looks suspiciously like doing noth-
ing). Fifteen dollars buys your ticket to 
the feast. All other meals are on your 

own. Most choose to camp in tents or  
trailers; spaces in the cottage (with  
running water and electricity) are available 
by reservation with priority given to those 
with medical needs or physical limitations. 
Eight beds are also available in the new 
rustic bunkhouses. To sign up for the 
weekend, to reserve a cottage or  
bunkhouse space, or for any information, 
contact mensadvance@eliotchapel.org.  
A sign-up sheet will be posted in the hall 
between Adams Hall and the Sanctuary. 
 

If you love nature but camping is not your 
thing, consider renting the Bergfried  
cottage with all the comforts of home  
for the modest fee of $25 per night. For 
details on amenities and to reserve  
the house, contact  
bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org. 
 
~Shawn Cummings  
for the Bergfried Stewardship Team 

Watch for details on 
all Bergfried events 
in This Week at Eliot  
or join us on  
Facebook at  
facebook.com/
groups/

mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:mensadvance@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
http://www.eliotchapel.org/bergfried
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The 2017 Annual Meeting for Eliot Chapel will take place on May 21 at 12:30 pm in the Sanctuary. The Nominating Committee of 

Eliot Chapel, acting in Eliot Chapel's best interest, will present the following list of candidates. Three will be voted on: two Board 

of Trustees candidates and a congregational Nominating Committee candidate.   
 

Allison Hibbs, Board of Trustees Candidate … Allison has been a member of Eliot Chapel since 2013. She has been deeply in-

volved in the Chapel’s social justice work, particularly racial and economic justice. She has facilitated the Social Justice in Action Steering 

Committee, stood in vigils, been involved in marches/protests, participated in ALL READS, advocated for public policy changes at the state 

and national levels, and led training programs associated with Living the Pledge to End Racism. Beyond Eliot, Allison has advocated for the 

needs of children and their families, including the Bee Wise Immunize Campaign which resulted in stronger immunization laws, the Invest in 

Missouri’s Children Campaign which successfully allocated a portion of the tobacco settlement to children’s programs and the passage of the 

Family and Medical Leave Act at the federal level. In her work life, Allison has been an organizational consultant and a fundraiser, an English 

and Social Studies teacher, a baker, a medical companion, and currently, a member of the activities/programs staff at an assisted living  

community. She enjoys nurturing relationships with her three adult children, spending time with friends, cooking, reading and travel. 

 

Brian Krippner, Board of Trustees Candidate … Brian Krippner has been a member of Eliot Chapel for 10 years. He served as 

Treasurer from 2007-2010 and has worked on committees or task forces on stewardship, canvass, Mission/Vision/Values and, most recently, 

the purchase of 222 E. Argonne. He is an active alumni of his Alma Mater, currently as a board member for the Truman State University Foun-

dation. Professionally, Brian is a Senior Vice President in the Trust Department at UMB Bank. He and his wife Ame live in Crestwood with their 

two daughters and two schnauzers. In his spare time, he enjoys running half-marathons, playing bass guitar and pursuing "rock-blues-jam-

funk" as a near-spiritual practice. 

 

Jeanne Olson, Nominating Committee Candidate … Jeanne has been an active and grateful member of Eliot Chapel since the 

late 1980s. She has enjoyed participating in many Eliot activities over the years. She served a 3-year term on the Eliot Board of Trustees from 

2006-2009. More recently she served as the Membership Team Lead from 2013-2016. Currently she coordinates volunteers for the Guest 

Center on Sunday morning and can frequently be found in Guest Center welcoming visitors and helping them learn about UU and Eliot. 

 

Cindy Lau, Nominating Committee (Board of Trustees appointed) … Cindy has been a member of Eliot Chapel since 1990. 

She and her husband Ted are very active in our congregation. Cindy has taught RE, led workshops, been part of strategic planning, and en-

joyed singing in the Women's Chorale. She was previously on the Board of Trustees for Eliot from 1997 through 2000, and served as Board 

Chair for one year of her term as well as this year. For seven 

years Cindy and Ted co-led an Eliot group called "In Search 

Of" which explored spirituality. The Laus have three children 

and one granddaughter. Cindy is a proven lifelong learner as 

seen in her diverse career path: she has been an emergen-

cy room nurse, has an MBA and worked for BJC as the  

Director of Application Development in their Information 

Technology group. She is currently in her third career as a 

psychotherapist, focusing on somatic psychotherapy in her 

private practice. For relaxation Cindy walks her dogs,  

gardens, cooks, reads, and takes classical guitar lessons. 

 

The Nominating Committee believes that the candidates 

presented are well suited to advance Eliot Chapel and  

its Ends (goals).  Comments are welcome at  

nominating@eliotchapel.org. 

 

Eliot's Nominating Committee: 

Mike Antoine (chair), Ellen Smith (past chair), Jim Gender, 

Laurie Chappell, Jordi Prats 

Nominating Committee Presents Slate of Candidates 

Eliot Leadership Event 
Tuesday, April 11 at 7:00 pm 
Eliot congregants interested in learning more about a new 
leadership effort at Eliot are invited to an event sponsored 
by the Nominating Committee in conjunction with Eliot’s 
Board of Trustees. 
 

The Nominating Committee (“NomCom”) is shifting its fo-
cus to education and training, while maintaining its core 
responsibilities of presenting candidates to the  
congregation. NomCom is hosting this event to identify 
individual members to nurture the long-term health and 
vitality of the congregation’s leadership pool.  
 

Come join the NomCom at 7 pm in the Sanctuary for  
refreshments, a short introduction to the new focus, and 
connecting to the Board of Trustees meeting that evening. 
 

We hope to see you there. You can contact us at  
nominating@eliotchapel.org or give us a call  
(we're in the book!) 
 

Laurie Chappell, Ellen Smith, Jim Gender,  
Mike Antoine, and Jordi Prats 

mailto:nominating@eliotchapel.org
mailto:nominating@eliotchapel.org
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The newly formed SJA 

Environmental Justice 

Group will meet on  

Monday, April 10 at 6:30 

and welcome all who would like 

to contribute in any way.  

 

In honor of Earth Day, we will be 

at the Social Justice in Action 

table in Adams Hall after  

services on Sunday, April 23.   

We invite the congregation to 

stop by and write some post-

cards to their state and federal 

legislators.  

Eliot Chapel Joins Forces with ECNS to Help Area Families 
On behalf of Eliot Chapel’s equity in education initiative, we 

are pleased to announce a joint drive by Eliot Chapel and Eliot 

Chapel Nursery school to purchase items and stock shelves at 

Promise Place, a new equity resource for families of  

pre-kindergarten children in the Kirkwood area.  Promise Place 

is an initiative of KAEChP, the Kirkwood Area Every Child  

Promise, a new community-wide kindergarten readiness  

program. Partners include the Kirkwood Early Childhood  

Center, Webster Groves Christian Church, Parents as Teachers, 

KirkCare, the Kirkwood Public Library, the Magic House, 

COMTREA, St. Louis Children’s Hospital, the Kirkwood School  

District, and others. You can see what is needed by visiting  

www.kirkwoodpat.com and looking for the PROMISE PLACE 

link. Sign up to supply one or more items, purchase the items, 

and drop them off at Eliot through the month of April. Look for 

the box in Adams Hall. 

PROMISE PLACE  

There is a beautiful room in 
Kirkwood that enables families 
with young children and limited 
financial resources to select 
items needed (clothing, care 
items, safety items) for their 
children and connect with a 
certified parent educator.  
Families have access to this 
room through Kirkwood  
Parents as Teachers. 
 
Specific items have been  
requested. Look for the Sign 
Up Genius links at  
www.kirkwoodpat.com. 

The story behind the Living the Pledge to End Racism initia-
tive was shared earlier last month to give everyone a better 
understanding of what LTP means to Eliot members.  The 
program offers tools for transforming the St. Louis region 
into one where all people can live with respect, dignity and 
justice. You can learn more and view the Commitment Card 
at www.eliotchapel.org/livingthepledge.  
 
In April, we will be offering in-depth workshops to help you 
build confidence in your ability to integrate the Pledge into 
your daily life and to develop your personal action plan.  The 
workshops will be held April 9, April 23 and May 7 from 12:15 
to 4:45 pm each day (includes lunch). Participants must  
commit to attending all three  
sessions.  Click here to learn more.   
Sign up at the Social Justice table in  
Adams Hall on Sundays, on the bulletin 
board at Eliot, or online at  
www.eliotchapel.org/livingthepledge. 

Working for Eliot, Our Community and Our World 

http://www.kirkwoodpat.com
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/LTPworkshopflyer.pdf
http://www.eliotchapel.org/livingthepledge
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Eliot Honored for Room at the Inn Work 

TOOT TOOT!   
That’s me tooting Eliot’s horn! 
By now, you probably know that Room at the Inn is a day shelter that 
houses up to 20 homeless women and children in Bridgeton. Every 
day at 5:00 pm, those 20 guests divide between two churches in the 
area. They are driven by the congregation, given a hot dinner, housed 
overnight and returned to the shelter at 6:30 am. There are 60  
churches in this network.  Most host one night a month, a few host 
two nights a month, but Eliot Chapel hosts three or four nights per 
month.  That’s every Thursday but the fourth Thursday of the month.  
And here’s the kicker— we have done this for 25 YEARS!  A little math 
and that adds up to 1,000 nights that we have provided a home to the 
homeless right here at Eliot Chapel. Now, every week requires drivers, 
cooks, overnight hosts and behind-the-scene launderers; an extremely 
conservative estimate of volunteer hours 
would put us at 44,000!    
 

Eliot was honored for this milestone on  
February 23 at a dinner at Central Reform 
Congregation. Overachievers that we are, 
Eliot had nine people in attendance for this 
honor.  We were gifted a lovely plaque and 
you may see it in Adams Hall.  If you are  
interested in driving, cooking, hosting or  
laundering for the Room at the Inn program 
at Eliot, contact us at rati@eliotchapel.org.  
We’d be delighted to tell you more.   
~ Karen Gender for Eliot’s RATI program 

Breakfast Fundraiser to Benefit the 
Homeless  
Room at the Inn invites you to join us for 
our annual fundraiser, Breakfast with 
the INN Crowd, a breakfast event and 
auction being held on Friday, May 12 
from 7 to 9 am, at the Renaissance  
St. Louis Airport Hotel. All proceeds 
from this event help the homeless  
women and families who find shelter 
with Room at the Inn.  
In collaboration with nearly 60 interfaith 
congregations, including your own, 
Room at the Inn helps clients identify 
and address the barriers that may have 
contributed to their homelessness, gain 
self-sufficiency and maintain stable hous-
ing. Tickets are $40/person or $45 at the 
door. To purchase tickets or for more 
information, please visit our website at 
www.roomstl.org/events, or contact 
Mary at 314-209-9181 or 
maryk@roomstl.org. 

Vigil for Hope & Healing  
Every Tuesday at 6:00 

KirkCare is a hometown ministry that serves 
those living in the Kirkwood R-7 school district.  
Kirkcare provides food to those in need and will 
also help with utility costs and school supplies.  Every church located in the school district is encouraged to 
have two members serve on its Board of Directors.  Jim Lyon has served on the KirkCare Board for 11 years 
and has decided that is long enough. However Jim is not really saying “Goodbye”; he will continue to deliver 
food, do assessments for those requesting help and take food collected at Eliot to the KirkCare storage pantry. 
Thank you, Jim, for your past and continued service! More good news is, Barbara Harris has agreed to take 
this position on the KirkCare Board.  We are delighted to have her serving in this capacity.   
 
What does KirkCare need?  Two things!  Jim Lyon has served as the Webmaster for the Kirkcare group 
and would like to find a replacement.  He reports that the website does need some work, but once it is 
brought up to speed, the commitment is minimal—maybe an hour a month.  Is anyone at Eliot both able and 
willing to do this?  The second thing KirkCare needs is FOOD.  Right now the pantry needs canned stew and 
canned chicken. These items are a good source of protein and serve as a meal.  You might consider taking an 
extra bag to the grocery store as a reminder to shop for KirkCare donations. Food can be dropped off in the 
entryway to Adams Hall where Jim will pick them up. And don’t forget that Eliot’s April offering will be shared 
with KirkCare and Sprog. Please give what you can to help our local families! If you’d like to volunteer to help 
or have any questions, please email kirkcare@eliotchapel.org. 
~ Karen Gender for Kirkcare 
 

mailto:rati@eliotchapel.org
http://www.roomstl.org/events
mailto:maryk@roomstl.org
mailto:kirkcare@eliotchapel.org
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On the Calendar 

 

Women’s Alliance 
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing 
to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

April Meetings 
Tuesday, April 4 - Neverhome by Laird Hunt.  Discussion Leader - Julie Triplett 
Tuesday, April 18 - A Visit to Our Partner Church.  Coordinator - Beth Rossow 
Tuesday, April 25 - Book Selection.  Coordinators - Sue Webster and Peggy Lashley 

Passover Potluck Seder Meal 
Saturday, April 8 
Doors open at 5:00 pm, Seder begins at 5:30 
Eliot Chapel’s Seder Dinner commemorates the story of the  
Exodus and the liberation of the Jewish people from slavery under the  
oppression of the Egyptians. We will be guided through the dinner using the 
Haggadah, centuries old in tradition and used over millennia by Jewish families 
around the world. Bob Chamberlin will provide music for our evening.  Bring 
the family and join us as we eat matzos, sing songs, and celebrate freedom 
throughout the world and throughout the ages. Volunteers needed -please 
email sederdinner@eliotchapel.org if you can help. Matzo and wine/juice provided. Suggested donation $5 
per person/$10 per family. Please note that we adhere to strict dietary requirements: NO pork or pork  
products, shellfish, or leavened bread.   Sign up on the bulletin board at Eliot. 

 

Register now for Women’s Weekend 
Make your plans for April 21-23 at Toddhall Retreat Center in Colum-
bia, IL. Spend a day or two to retreat, relax, and find community 
among other women. Choose from 11 workshops and 
an assortment of new activities along with your  
favorites. 
 

So many options! You can stay overnight Friday and  
Saturday nights, or Saturday night, or just attend  
during the day, Saturday. Learn more and register at 

www.eliotwomensweekend.com. You may also register at the 
Women’s Weekend table in Adams Hall on Sunday, April 2.  

Eliot Chapel Annual Meeting 

Sunday, May 21 at 12:30 pm 

Eliot’s Grief Support Group will meet on the following dates: 

Thursday, April 6,  3- 5 pm in the Sanctuary- focus on Chapter 14 of Life after Loss 
Thursday, April 20, 3- 5 pm in the Sanctuary- focus on Chapter 15 of Life after Loss  

mailto:sederdinner@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotwomensweekend.com
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Each month Eliot recognizes individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness,  
hard work, and committed joyful spirits! If you have someone to nominate for Volunteer of the Month,   
let us know at office@eliotchapel.org.  

Educator.  Advocate.  Community-builder.  UU leader.  
These characteristics are among the many special 

gifts Eliot’s April Volunteer of the Month brings 

to her UU community.  
 

Cayla Suter joined the Eliot community in  

September 2014 and since that time, her dedication to 
UU service and leadership has been an invaluable  
asset to the congregation.  Cayla has served as a  
volunteer teacher in the 9:30 Religious Education  
program where she shares her enthusiasm for Eliot 
and Unitarian Universalism with preschool children.  
In 2016 she began facilitating a Covenant Group for 
parents, which provides a significant opportunity for 
Eliot parents to connect with others in their church 
community. In January 2017, Cayla joined the team of 
Our Whole Lives (OWL) facilitators for the 7th-9th grade sexuality education program. As part of her OWL role, 
she traveled to Boston to participate in a weekend-long UU-sponsored training on the OWL curricula.  Cayla 
has also served in volunteer roles with Social Justice and was a part of the Canvass Team in 2015.  If we were 
looking for a shining example of UU leadership to hold up as a role model for our kids, Cayla rises right to the 
top of the list! 
 

Thank you, Cayla, for the special gifts you share with UU’s of all ages at Eliot, and for the amazing example of 
UU leadership you model in all the areas of congregational life in which you are involved.   

We extend our condolences to  
Eliot families who have recently  
lost  

The family of Eliot member Lynn  
Davis who passed away March 4. 
 

Cordell Jeffries, his brother Stephen, nephew  
Michael and family as they mourn the  
recent loss of Cordell's sister-in-law.  
 

The family of former Eliot member Dot Brenner 
who died on February 23. 

  

  

  

  
Eliot Chapel welcomes our newest 

members! 

Rickman Ragsdale 

Brooke Taylor and David Duckworth 

Operating Policies & Procedures Available on the Eliot Website 
Are you familiar with Eliot’s policies?  Do you have questions about Eliot’s guidelines & operating procedures?  
Then we have great news. The policies and procedures can be found on the church website at 
www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws. Eliot also takes considerable pride in how hard we work to keep  
children and the entire Chapel community as safe as possible.  All Eliot members and friends are encouraged to 
familiarize themselves with the Safe Congregation Policy, also found at www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws 
The policy was last updated in August 2016 and is reviewed annually for updates and additions. 

mailto:office@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws
http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws


 

 

Eliot Chapel Clergy 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon, 

Lead Minister 
 

Rev. Jim Crawford, 

Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. John Robinson, 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Eliot Chapel Staff 
 

Scott Stewart, 

Director of Religious Education 

Christie Lee, Asst. Director of 

Religious Education 
 

Jan Chamberlin, 

Music Director 

Dr. Leon Burke III, 

Choir Director 

Pianists: 

   Dr. David Nalesnik 

   Gail Hintz 
 

Charles Lewis, 

Administrator 

Mecy Stanfield, 

Administrative Assistant 

Terri Burtin, 

Communications Specialist 

Myron Simms, 

Facilities Assistant 

Ed Liebman, 

Sunday Custodian 

 
 

April Worship 

Sunday, April 2 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Courageous Love Right Now” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
A mission is meant to make change in the world. The first part of Eliot’s  
mission as a community is that we are “bound by courageous love.” It sounds 
good, but what does it mean – within, among and beyond ourselves? And what 
does it mean right now? Featured musicians: Shannon & Greg Davis, piano,  
guitar and vocals; Chamber Singers. 

 
Sunday, April 9 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
"Hearts, Guide Us" – Brian Mason 
To find delight in the world is a risk. Left to their own devices the assaults of 
the world can whittle away at our passions and dreams, wreaking havoc on 
our hearts and hopes. Messages of great divide and upheaval rock us each 
night, especially so in this time of transition and unknowing. Acquiescing to 
such messages is tempting, but we can gather together as the beloved  
community in an act of resistance: let us risk to dream the world anew.  
Featured musicians: Melinda Ohlemiller, guitar & vocals; Women’s Chorale. 
Brian Mason recently completed a ministerial internship at the First Unitarian 
Church of St. Louis. He is currently the Resident Chaplain at Saint Louis University 
Hospital & Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital. 
 
Sunday, April 16 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Transformation of Body and Soul” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
We have told the Easter story in different ways at different times, from the  
formation of the early church to the present moment. Forrester Church  
famously said, “religion is the human response of being alive and having to 
die.” If so, what is the Unitarian Universalist response? And what does it have 
to do with how we tell – and live – the Easter story? Featured musicians:  
Children’s Chalice Choir; Patricia Scanlon, soprano; Flo Reaves, violin, Eliot Choir. 
 
Sunday, April 23 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 “A Personal and Social Gospel” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
Did you know that one of the founders of both the NAACP and the ACLU was  
a Unitarian? That was John Haynes Holmes. He and his Universalist peer,  
Clarence Skinner, were champions of the “social gospel” movement, a radical 
response to a church that preached a purely personal gospel, more concerned 
with saving souls than with saving the world. What is the social gospel today? 
And is there room for a personal gospel, too? Featured musicians: Janet  
Oriatti, fiddle & Mark Bruns, banjo; Chamber Singers. 
 
Sunday, April 30 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“The Soft, Slow Heart of Change” – Amy Stark 
In a world of busy, how do we create change that tends to our hearts and 
gives our minds time to process what we need? Join us to slow down and  
explore. Featured musicians: Anna Lackschewitz, viola, and Alvin McCall, cello;  
Women’s Chorale. 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 
September – May 
 
10:00 am only 
Memorial Day through  
Labor Day 
 

April’s worship theme is Transformation 


