February 2017
Eliot Unitarian Chapel
100 South Taylor Ave.
Kirkwood, MO 63122
314-821-0911
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org

Office hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Our Mission:

Bound by
courageous love,
growing in spirit,
and inspiring
compassionate
action.

Leap of Faith
Caterpillar: “Who are you?”
Alice: “I- I hardly know, sir. I've changed so many times
since this morning, you see…”
Identity changes over the
course of our lives, or its
meaning does. I used to
think that identity was
about uniqueness, what
makes me different from
everyone else - but that’s
changed, too. Now I think
identity is more about
belonging. What tribe do
you belong to? Who do
you claim as your people?
I used to think I was so
different from my family.
Then my niece started
musing about her very
young children, hoping
they would be like Hoags –
(our side of the family)
whom she described as
“smart and funny and
quick.” Of course it was
flattering – but looking
around the Thanksgiving
table, I could see what she
meant, and it gave me a
fresh sense of tribe, of
belonging. And thus,
identity.
We can belong to a place,
or the people who inhabit
it. If you’ve moved away
from home, do you identify with it more, or less?

I’ve heard St. Louis
described as a “sticky” city
– that people are more
likely to stay put, or return
to after time away. Are
you a St. Louisan? Is that
part of your identity?
Identity becomes increasingly important if you are
seen as an “other.”
People will sometimes
assign more importance to
some part of your identity,
especially, race or gender,
than you might if it were
completely up to you.
When there is a stigma
attached to an identity,
like being LGBTQ, it’s an
act of courage to claim it.
Making such a claim is the
opposite of “passing” or
protecting a major part of
yourself for fear of losing
your job or having physical
safety. Claiming this as
your identity means
asserting a sense of pride.
People call themselves
‘queer’ to flip a former
insult on its ear. The first
people to do so make it
easier for others.

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Lead Minister
bgadon@eliotchapel.org

You can also have too
much of a good thing.
Identifying as a food addict
has been helpful for me. I
belong to the wonderful
tribe of people in recovery,
and have found healing
and wholeness. However,
if I were to only see myself
that way, I might view
myself primarily through
the lens of illness or
damage. Not very empowering, and focused primarily on self. The point in all
12-step programs, as I’ve
known them, is to become
better and better able to
connect with people, and
useful to others.
This month in worship, we
are considering identity in
different ways. Our youth
are thrilled to tackle
identity in their service,
a topic so important for
adolescents. The rest of
Continued on page 2
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Leap of Faith, continued from page 1

the month, we will be looking at UU identity through the lens of our heroes. One
of our five ends (priorities) as a Chapel is to “deepen our sense of UU identity.”
How do you know you are a UU? How would others know you are? Is Unitarian
Universalism your tribe? If so, how do you claim it in the world?

In faith,
Eliot’s Young Adult Group is Back!
The Young Adult Group YAG (Formerly known as YAM), will be returning to regularly
scheduled meetings. The first meeting was January 29th. Scheduling for February
meetings is in progress.
YAG is a small group of young adults at Eliot which typically meets once every
other week. The group is beginning a new direction with new and exciting opportunities for potential members to get involved, both in social activities and community
service. More details will be made available within the next couple weeks through
the group mailing list. Any young adults (ages 18-35) who are interested are more
than welcome to attend. To learn more, please talk to Tim Bubb or Beth Curtiss or just
email youngadults@eliotchapel.org to be added to our mailing list.

Sharing Our Bounty
In December Eliot
Chapel collected
$700 for the
St. Louis Area
Diaper Bank,
$700 for
Nurses for Newborns
and $2,626 for
Eliot’s Minister’s
Discretionary Fund.

In February, we will be sharing our
offering with ArchCity Defenders,
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
dedicated to providing the best possible legal counsel to the homeless and
the poor facing prosecution. They also
provide civil representation and social
service coordination. ArchCity Defenders was started in 2009 with the goal
of breaking the cycle of “revolving
door justice” in the St. Louis
metropolitan area.

Their clients—the homeless and otherwise forgotten poor—do not qualify
for the services of other organizations,
are under-served by the public defender systems, and are unable to afford
private counsel. ArchCity seeks to
insure basic civil rights by
archcitydefenders.org
providing legal services to
those who cannot otherwise
afford them. Clients include the
mentally ill and disabled, homeless
veterans, recent immigrants, sufferers

of substance abuse, abused and battered women, and families facing eviction. ArchCity’s recent successes also
include the reform of municipal courts
in several north county municipalities.
Through a dedicated staff of attorneys
teamed with social service providers
and other members of the community,
ArchCity aims not only to resolve any
immediate legal issues their clients
face, but also to maintain a working
relationship with each client and help
them transition into a full and rewarding lawful life in their community.
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Who are we? We are the future!
Youth Sunday 2017

February 5 - 9:30 & 11:00 am
Eliot’s Senior High Youth Group will
lead the 9:30 and 11:00 worship
services for the Eliot community.
This year’s worship theme is Identity.
We hope you will join them for music,
homilies, storytelling, and community,
all led by Eliot’s own imaginative
youth.

Attention Eliot Children & Youth: It’s Your Time to Shine!
Do you have a special talent that you'd like to share with your church community? Do you sing, dance, play
an instrument, perform comedy, or have another talent you'd like to perform? Are you looking for a fun
evening with friends at church and LOTS of yummy desserts? If so, please make plans to attend the annual
Youth Coffeehouse on Friday, March 3 at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary. This is one of the most
popular and well-attended events of the year, and it is great fun for Eliot family members of all ages.
All children and youth in grades K-12 are encouraged to sign up to perform their special talent in this event.
You can perform individually or in groups with other friends. This year’s event will be hosted and emceed by
Senior High Youth Group members. To sign up, contact Christie Lee at christie@eliotchapel.org, or sign up
on the Religious Education bulletin board across from the elevator.

Congratulations to Eliot youth leaders Nina Clark, Ian Pallares, Noah
Rowan, Aislynn Pasierb, Lauren Twombly, Christopher Twombly, and
Colleen Lee, who will represent Eliot at the Unitarian Universalist General
Assembly (GA) & Youth Caucus in New Orleans in June.
General Assembly is the largest annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists
in the country. The GA experience provides opportunities for youth and
adults to grow in their UU identity, create lasting connections with UU’s of
all generations, advocate for justice, and explore ways to serve their congregation and the larger UU community. In addition to attending, Colleen will be
serving as the Senior Worship Coordinator for the Youth Caucus, which involves planning and leading worship
services and other programming for youth and adults in the GA community. Huge thanks to Nina, Ian, Noah,
Aislynn, Lauren, Christopher, and Colleen for representing Eliot and participating in this national gathering of
UU youth and adults.
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Leadership & Service
Where is the prophetic voice? Who
inspires us to greatness? Who sees the
way? The answer is leadership, in each
one of us and as a collective whole.
One of our Ends (or goals) is to
“Nurture Leadership and Service in
All.” Both leadership that moves us
forward and service that sustains us
are important for our community.

On the Board we need both. I like to
use a train metaphor. Rev. Barbara is
responsible for driving the train. The
Board is responsible for laying down
the track by setting the direction of the
Mission, Vision, and Ends. That is where
leadership and imagination takes us
forward, inspired by the
congregation’s values.
eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
The Board does service,
or manages, by enforcing the policies
(rules of action) to act as a kind of dispatcher to see that the train is on the
right track and running on time.

Cindy Lau,
Board of Trustees
Chair

2016-2017
Board of Trustees
Cindy Lau,
Chair
David Cox,
Chair-elect
Dave Salivar,
Treasurer
Angie Bowland,
Secretary

The Board worked to develop an idea
of how we might prepare leaders for
the Board and other areas that are
under the leadership development of
Rev. Barbara. We are in the first stages
of constructing this multi-year development plan through a sub-committee of
the Board chaired by David Cox, and
including members Todd Stark, Louise
Bradshaw, Steven Mennerick, and
Jordi Prats. I thank them for drafting a
conceptual plan. More to come as we

work with the Nominating Committee
to develop a Leadership Development
implementation plan. I am focusing on
Leadership and Service at this time
because it is the time of year that we
look for two new Board members for
the next church year and new members of the Nominating Committee.
My experience on the Board has been
very moving for me. It has been an
incredible process of listening to the
congregation through the development of the Values, Mission, Vision,
and Ends over the last three years.
Wow, to start with raw and diverse
information that initially defied interpretation … then there was a lot of
hand-wringing to see the “Truth” as
patterns emerging. In the end, to
finally be inspired by Eliot’s voice that
was filled with profound direction and
movement. The Mission Statement is
like a Zen Koan, confounding to direct
understanding: “bound by courageous
love, growing in spirit, and inspiring
compassionate action.” But if you stick
with it, it inspires us to leadership and
service. It is an incredible journey to
participate in the leadership of Eliot, a
transformative experience worth
having and living. Please consider your
path and be part of this mission.
Please come forward and volunteer.
Simply contact me or anyone on the
Board to begin your incredible journey.

Karen Fuchs
Bruce MacKenzie
Trina Priese
Todd Stark

Are you interested in being part of the Board of Trustees, the
Nominating Committee, or other leadership positions at Eliot
Chapel? Send your recommendations (for yourself or another
member) to a Board member or to Mike Antoine of the Nominating Committee at nominating@eliotchapel.org. Everyone recommended will be contacted in regard to their interests and skills.
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Eliot is in an exciting period of transition, of great changes. Eliot is on the verge of great greatness.
This is the year we made one important decision— to purchase 222 E. Argonne—and will make another about Bergfried. You have been so generous with your hearts, minds and pocketbooks.
As we begin this journey and embark on a new canvass campaign, the supposed ancient Chinese curse
comes to mind: “May you live in interesting times.” These are certainly interesting times. More than
ever, the greater community needs Eliot. We are a source of hope, and our voices need to be heard. Our
own Eliot children and youth need us to be stronger than ever, bigger than ever, louder than ever and
to stand as a beacon of light, of justice. Now more than ever, the Eliot community needs us to be strong,
for each other and for the future of our church.
So as you consider your pledge this year, we ask you to think about what it takes to make us Eliot
Strong. Give so that Eliot can be that beacon of hope and pillar of strength for those who need us. Give
so that we can strengthen the foundation of our own church, our own congregation. Give so that we
can begin to build the kind of future we all want.

Music Notes
New date for Music Sunday
Icy weather can be hazardous not only to your health but also to your choir rehearsal time! With
our cancelled rehearsals we have fallen behind in preparation for Music Sunday. We want to sing
our best for the “Missa Brevis Pro Serveto” so we are postponing Music Sunday until March 26.
I trust you will find it worth waiting for!

Friends of Music Concert
On Sunday, Feb. 12 at 3:00 pm the Friends of Music will present a free concert in Eliot Chapel’s
Jan Chamberlin,
sanctuary. The first part of the program will feature works for flute, violin, baroque flute, viola
Music Director
and cello by Boismortier, Holborn and Bach. The second part will feature the “Trio in A Minor”
by Maurice Ravel with the Linjadi Trio. For more information, please visit
music@eliotchapel.org
www.fomcstl.org.
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Watch for details on
all Bergfried events
in This Week at Eliot
or join us on
Facebook at
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever

Celebrate Winter with Bergfried
We have upcoming events both at Eliot and
at Bergfried. All members and friends are
welcome. We particularly encourage those
who have not been to the property before
to consider attending the day hike to get to
know Eliot's 670-acre retreat near
Hermann, Missouri. See you there!

Winter Warm-up Potluck Dinner
Saturday, February 4 in Adams Hall
Doors open at 5:30 pm, dinner at 6:00 pm
Sponsored by the Bergfried Team
Bring a favorite dish to share and enjoy the
camaraderie. We’ll offer a virtual fire circle
featuring Eliot musicians (bring your instruments), a slideshow of recent and past
Bergfried events, and nature crafts for all
ages. Sign-up sheets are on the Eliot
bulletin board or contact
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org.

Winter Day Trip to Bergfried
Saturday, February 18
Join us for some late winter nature communion. An optional guided hike or two
will be offered, but feel free to come out
and do your own thing or do nothing!
Bring sturdy shoes and provisions for the
day. Meet at the Eliot Chapel parking lot at
9:00 am to caravan or carpool (or come
out separately if you prefer).

Email bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org at
least 48 hours in advance to let us know
you are coming. Can’t make this trip?
Come out for our next one March 18.
Remember that the Bergfried cottage is
available for rent by Eliot members and
friends at $25/night and upcoming weekends are open for reservation. The
cottage features a bedroom with double
bed, day room with two twins, and three
movable floor mattresses; fully-equipped
kitchen; 1 bath; heat and A/C. Write to
bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
to make arrangements.
Want to know more about Bergfried?
Find us most Sundays at the Bergfried
table in Adams Hall or join us on
Facebook - facebook.com/groups/
bergfriedforever.
~Shawn Cummings
for the Bergfried Stewardship Team

Birds of Bergfried and Kirkwood
Saturday, February 4
4:30-5:30 pm in Rooms 001/002
Join us for an informative discussion
and slide show with Bryan Prather and
Diane Bricmont right before our Winter
Warm-up.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Eliot Chapel’s Partner Church Link invites you to ….

An Evening in Transylvania
P o t l u c k D i n n e r — S a t u r d a y, F e b . 1 8
Last September, 13 Eliot members joined members of First Unitarian
Church of St. Louis on an incredible pilgrimage to Transylvania. Now
you have the opportunity to get a small taste of their journey.
Join them for a delightful evening of Hungarian
food and dancing. We will share photos and
stories from their travels and celebrate our
relationship with our partner church in
Nyaradszentmarton.

Doors open at 5:30 pm
Dinner at 6:00 pm followed
by photos, videos, and the
chance to learn some easy
Hungarian dances.

Sign up to bring a favorite potluck dish to share.
Palinka, apple cider, and coffee will be available.
Sign up at the Partner Church Link table in Adams
Hall on Sundays or on the bulletin board. We will
also have Hungarian recipes available on Sundays if
you want to give one a try. Childcare will be available if we receive enough
requests by February 5. Questions: Email partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org or contact Bill Coalson.

Can I still be part
of the Bergfried
Conversation?

You bet—it’s
not too late!
Join the Bergfried Conversation

Eliot Chapel welcomes our newest
members!
Butch Bellers and daughter
Veronica Bellers

We need you! This is an important decision
for our congregation, and Rev. Barbara and
our Board of Trustees need to hear many
voices as they craft their recommendation
for the congregation to vote on in May. If
you feel like you don't know much about
Bergfried, still sign up. Our final conversation takes place Sunday, Feb. 5 at 1:00 pm.
If you haven't participated yet, please
sign up today online at
www.eliotchapel.org/bergfriedprocess.

Bob Becker
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Putting Our Values Into Action
How can we live our UU values and
achieve Eliot’s mission most
effectively in the public arena?
Social Justice Workshop
Saturday, Feb. 11 - 8:30 am to noon
In recent months many of us have felt a renewed
impulse to act our values in the world. Working with
our Eliot partners can have special meaning and
builds our own community. How can members
achieve Eliot’s mission for social justice most
effectively? Join members of the Social Justice
Steering Committee and consultant Scott Aaseng on
February 11 in Adams Hall for a workshop designed
to reflect and plan. You are
invited, regardless of previous
involvement.
Scott is director of UUANI
(Unitarian Universalist Advocacy
Network of Illinois), an organization that builds power among UU
congregations in Illinois. Scott brings a knowledgeable outside perspective to Eliot’s activities, which we
anticipate will make Eliot’s work more effective and
efficient.
To RSVP for the workshop, please sign up on the
bulletin board outside Adams Hall or email
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org. Let us know if you’ll
be staying for lunch and if you’ll need childcare.

A Blanket Thank You
Eliot Chapel’s response to the International
Institute’s need for blankets has been fantastic! More than 100 blankets and comforters
were donated and have been delivered to
the Institute for distribution. We also
received several coats, some shoes, and even
some dishes. Thank you to everyone who
donated and the people who helped with
the drive and thanks to Scott Marshall for
organizing!

Vigil for Hope & Healing
Tuesdays at 6:00 pm

Public Policy and Advocacy Team
Social Justice in Action at Eliot Chapel works to
bring about transformational and sustainable
change in institutions and society. The Public
Policy and Advocacy Team promotes specific policy proposals that advance the system changes
we seek. Join us to learn about the messy
“sausage making” of public policy and how to be
an effective change agent in our community.
Our elected representatives in Washington, D.C.,
Jefferson City and St. Louis Metro are now back in
session hard at work trying to reshape our laws…
and not always for the better. At present, the
Public Policy Team is working with community
partners on a number of policy priorities identified
by the SJA Core Group this year.
Members of the team are engaged at the local
level (Kirkwood education gap, school resource
officers, police policies), the regional level (St. Louis
County Juvenile Court), the state level (Missouri
legislation on health care, school to prison
pipeline, human rights) and the federal level
(Congressional legislation on health care,
refugees, economic disparity).
New members of the Public Policy Team may
choose to focus on a specific issue or to support
the entire policy agenda. Activities range from
doing research on the topic or legislation, meeting
with policy makers, and participating in community coalitions to organizing Eliot workshops, lobby
days and other advocacy opportunities.
The Public Policy Team meets monthly
at Core Group meetings and at
other times to strategize
and plan. If you are interested
in participating, or for more
information, contact
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org.
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Building Bridges Across Racial Polarization
Focus St. Louis
Eighteen months ago, a Bridges
group was formed at Eliot with
excellent results. Bridges groups
provide a wonderful opportunity
for Eliot members and friends to
meet other metro area residents
and to become part of a small,
ongoing, mixed race, social group
focused on race, cultural issues
and current events. Begun in
1993 by Leadership St. Louis graduates, today hundreds of people
from the metropolitan area meet
regularly in Bridges groups.
Whether a group meets for a
potluck supper, to discuss a new
book or to attend a relevant play
or movie, the goal is the same:
respectful and open communication that crosses racial and

cultural divides, creating friendships and stronger communities.
Members often discover not only
a breadth of opinions, but sometimes profound insights into why
people hold their beliefs.
The challenge at Eliot, however, is
that we have so few persons of
color in our congregation.
Bridges groups require that at
least 40% of the group be persons
of color, so in order to create
more Bridges groups at Eliot, interested individuals will need to
recruit potential members of color from outside Eliot. If you are
interested in trying to start a new
Bridges group or have questions,
contact Peter Wilson at
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org.
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The third annual Martin Luther King Celebration at
Kirkwood High School highlighted the strong relationship that has been forged by the Meacham Park
Neighborhood Improvement Association (MNIA) with
the City of Kirkwood and the Kirkwood School District.
Eliot Chapel staffed a booth to show our support for
that bond and highlight our social justice efforts We
served lemonade and cookies, many of which were
donated by the Kirkwood Police Department. After the
program, there was an opportunity to meet the eight
MNIA scholarship recipients and write them a short
note of advice. A portion of the funds for the scholarships came from Eliot’s shared plate collection.
Many thanks to Janet Solecki for organizing Eliot’s
effort and to Barbara Harris, Susan Hayman, Nancy
Zvolanek, Sydney Korinek-Fuchs and Joanne
Prats who staffed our booth, as well as youths Emma
Prats, her friend Bella Kilwin, Cody Bordeleau and
his friend Terell Snider, and Renee Bordeleau.

ALL READ Facilitators Needed

We are looking for facilitators for the spring
ALL READ groups meeting between March 8
and May 15.
If you are interested or would just like to
explore the possibility please contact Peter
Wilson at allread@eliotchapel.org.
We will again be offering three books:
 Strangers in Their Own Land by Arlie
Russell Hochschild
 Small Great Things: A Novel by Jodi
Picoult
 Waking Up White and Finding Myself In
the Story of Race by Debby Irving
Each facilitator decides when and where the
group will meet and how often. We encourage
you to meet four times for 1.5 hours. The 4th
session needs to incorporate an evaluation
form with a recommended process. The goal
is to wrap up book discussions no later than
May 15.
Contact Peter Wilson with group information
or questions no later than February 12. We
must have a complete list of groups with
schedules ready for the February 19 sign up.

Living the Pledge to End Racism in St. Louis (LTP) builds on our
work begun last year “to become an effective, joyful and courageous partner in the struggle for racial justice and healing.”
Eliot’s initiative will include the following programs on a
continuing basis:

Living the Pledge Workshops (April 9 and 23, May 7)

Accountability Groups to support ongoing daily work
 SPEAK UP Workshop - March 4
 ALL READS (choose from among three books for winter/
spring discussions)
Each of these programs will use trained facilitators, so we are
offering Small Group Facilitator Training workshops. Another
Small Group Facilitators Training workshop wil be held 12:304:00 pm on February 19.
Watch for your Invitation to Sign LTP letter via email (or hard
copy for those who receive the newsletter in the mail).

P a g e
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On the Calendar

Women’s Alliance

Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing
to a local destination. All women are welcome.

February Meetings
Tuesday, Feb. 7 -The Wright Brothers by David McCullough. Discussion Leader - Sue
Blandford
Tuesday, Feb. 21 - Carol Gravens from Botanical Gardens speaks on "Plants that changed
the course of history."

Tuesday, Feb. 28 – Movie: “The Secret Life of Bees.” Coordinator - Julie Triplett.
We are looking for you! Yes, you! Why not join the Eliot Yarn Goddesses and
learn to knit or crochet? Or, if you know how but haven’t had time to use your
skills, come and join us. This group of friendly women enjoys getting together
once or twice each month to share our creations, talk, and learn more about
knitting and crocheting. We meet the third Sunday right after the
11:00 service and the third Thursday at 1:00 pm in the Junior High
room across the hall from the Nursery. So please join us. We even have
yarn you can use!
The church
offices will
be closed
February 20
for the
Presidents’
Day holiday.

Eliot’s Grief Support group will
be meeting :
Thursday, February 9
3 to 5 pm in the Sanctuary. This meeting focus will be on chapter 11 in the book
Life after Loss.
Thursday, February 23
3 to 5 pm in the Sanctuary. This meeting will focus on chapter 12 in Life after Loss.
Anyone is welcome to attend. Questions? Email Minister of Pastoral Care Jim Crawford at
jcrawford@eliotchapel.org.

It’s almost Covenant Group enrollment time! Come to the potluck dinner on
Sunday, March 12 at 5:00 pm in Adams Hall to learn more about Covenant
Groups and to experience a brief Covenant Group if you are interested.
Group leaders with openings will tell you about their groups and you will
have the opportunity to sign up for a group that fits your schedule and interests. Watch for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall or learn more at the Covenant Group table in Adams
Hall on February 19 and 26 and March 19 and 26. Interested in becoming a
Covenant Group facilitator? Please contact Ronni Kahn or Ann Lemon at
covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org.
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Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes
Each month Eliot recognizes individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness,
hard work, and committed joyful spirits! If you have someone to nominate for Volunteer of the Month,
let us know at office@eliotchapel.org.

To say that Eliot’s purchase of 222 E. Argonne
happened overnight is a bit of an exaggeration. But
it’s not too far off the mark! How did we get our
ducks in a row so quickly to make it all happen?
Two members of Eliot Chapel were of major assistance. With great optimism, smarts, energy and
patience, both Teri Nicely and Brian Krippner
helped us do the seemingly impossible.
Brian brought his expertise from the banking world,
helping us navigate the lending process and speaking
“banker” with our loan officer. Teri served as our
realtor, bringing a wealth of knowledge of the
housing market, the myriad details of the process, a
strong relationship with the seller, and great
dedication – even emailing us from Hawaii to make
sure everything went smoothly at our closing.
Eliot’s overwhelming vote in favor of the purchase and subsequent pledge to support it underscores the
congregation’s commitment to this decision. Thank you so much, Brian and Teri – you’ve really helped Eliot
take this bold step into our future! That is why you are our Volunteers of the Month for February!

Eliot Family News
Sue Stivers has moved to Bellingham, Washington to live with her daughter. She will return to Kirkwood for
visits, including one in mid-April. If you would like her contact information in Washington, please stop by the
church office.
Congratulations to Eliot Choir Director Leon Burke and wife Olivia on the birth of a new granddaughter! Their
daughter Angela gave birth to Felicity on January 25. Proud aunt Noel is also an Eliot member.

We extend our condolences to Eliot
families who have recently lost
loved ones.
The Rowan family as they mourn the loss of David's
father who passed away January 24.

2016 Charitable Contribution Summaries for tax
purposes have been uploaded to AccessEUC, and
can be downloaded from your summary page
after you log in. You can find the link to AccessEUC
on the home page of the Eliot website. Those who
receive our newsletter in the mail will also receive a
copy in the mail. If you would like to have a hard
copy mailed to you or you have any questions
about getting into AccessEUC, please let
Administrator Charles Lewis know by email to
admin@eliotchapel.org or by calling the church at
314-821-0911.

Sunday Services
9:30 and 11:00 am
September – May
10:00 am only
Memorial Day through
Labor Day

Eliot Chapel Clergy

Rev. Barbara Gadon,
Lead Minister
Rev. Jim Crawford,
Minister of Pastoral Care
Rev. John Robinson,
Minister Emeritus
Eliot Chapel Staff

Scott Stewart,
Director of Religious Education
Christie Lee, Asst. Director of
Religious Education
Jan Chamberlin,
Music Director
Dr. Leon Burke III,
Choir Director
Pianists:
Dr. David Nalesnik
Gail Hintz
Charles Lewis,
Administrator
Mecy Stanfield,
Administrative Assistant
Terri Burtin,
Communications Specialist
Myron Simms,
Facilities Assistant
Ed Liebman,
Sunday Custodian

February Worship
February’s worship theme is Identity
Sunday, February 5 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
Youth Sunday
Eliot’s Senior High Youth Group will lead the 9:30 and 11:00 worship services
for the Eliot community. This year’s worship theme is Identity. We hope you
will join them for music, homilies, storytelling, and community, all led by Eliot’s
own imaginative youth.
Sunday, February 12 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“I Call That Mind Free: William Ellery Channing and John Murray”
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
To understand who you are as a UU, it helps to go back to the basics. You have
to start with Channing on the Unitarian side, Murray for the Universalists. How
did they shape who we are today? Can you see yourself in them? Would they
recognize themselves in us? Featured musicians: Eliot Choir.
Sunday, February 19 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“The Courage to Stand Up: Theodore Parker and Lydia Maria Child”
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Where did we get our tradition of social justice? What sort of courage did it
take to be an abolitionist? Through the words and stories of Parker and Child,
we will learn about some of the best of our tradition. Featured musicians:
Chamber Singers.
Sunday, February 26 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“The Five Smooth Stones of Liberal Religion: James Luther Adams”
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
When Adams was a young student at Rev. Barbara’s alma mater, Meadville/
Lombard, he decided to go to Germany to study with some of the best minds
in liberal theology. This was 1935, and he learned a lot more practical lessons
about faith than he bargained for. Ultimately, he came up with five basic
elements or “smooth stones” of our faith, that a person needs when going up
against fascism and the darker parts of human nature. Featured musicians:
Women’s Chorale and Children’s Chalice Choir.

Eliot women, men, youth, and children proudly participated in the
2017 Women’s March, both in Washington, D.C. and in St. Louis.

