
 

 

Several of us from Eliot recently attend-
ed an event at the Danforth Center for 
Religion and Politics, the kick-off lecture 
for a yearly series highlighting the  
Unitarian history of Washington  
University. (Both the Unitarian church 
and Washington University were found-
ed by William Greenleaf Eliot, for whom 
we are named.) We are excited for this 
opportunity for some of our story to 
reach a wider audience. We're off to a 
great start - Dr. David Robinson's  
lecture, “Work as Worship,” played to a 
packed house! New to the Danforth  
Center, I was intrigued by the way they 
described their work: to explore the 
“influence of religion on the United 
States,” past and present, and to  
understand the “intersection of religion 
and politics.”  
 

Talk about the influence and intersec-
tion of religion and politics understanda-
bly makes people nervous. We want a 
clear separation. We think about the 
religious right and the Catholic church, 
foisting biblical and canonical claims on 
the rest of the country, regardless of our 
beliefs. We also think of the separation 
of church and state, which grants faith 
organizations our tax-exempt status. On 
a more personal level, we assume that 
people's party affiliation and voting 
choices should have little or nothing to 
do with belonging to the same spiritual 
community. It's the values that we share 
that count, right? We focus on the  
spiritual life and not politics.  

Unfortunately, 
it's not that  
simple, and it 
never has been. 
Even for  
religious  
liberals. As  
Dr. Robinson 
pointed out, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson began  
his career as the “spokesman for a  
newly emerging spirituality”  
(Transcendentalism) but a series of 
“struggles and crises led him to take on 
a prominent role in the anti-slavery 
movement and the political battle for 
the principle of emancipation.” William 
Greenleaf Eliot had his own struggles 
and crises that led him to champion the 
end of slavery, which was always a  
political as well as a moral issue. Today, 
we are proud of our ancestors for their 
powerful voices in history. At the time, it 
was messy and conflicted.  
 

Ours is also a challenging time for  
Unitarian Universalists. For many of us, 
the incoming presidential administration 
has already impacted our bodies, minds 
and spirits. Not only do many of us feel a 
threat to our most deeply cherished  
values, we are also forced to contend 
with the political divide. We, who do not 
want to exclude a single person, whose 

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith 
 

Prophecy: Religion and Politics 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

www.eliotchapel.org 

January 2017 

Our Mission: 
Bound by  

courageous love, 

growing in spirit,  

and inspiring  

compassionate  

action. 

Continued on page 2 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org


 

 

P a g e  2  

 

Sharing Our Bounty 

dren of color as its organizational 

priority.   
 

MCU is St. Louis’ lead organization 

working to dismantle the School to 

Prison Pipeline by helping to 

change systems such as schools, 

police agencies, and the juvenile 

court that funnel children into adult 

prisons. 

 

An important partner of Eliot 

Chapel’s Social Justice program, 

MCU supports the work of Eliot  

volunteers to dismantle the Pipeline 

– to promote education equity in 

Kirkwood schools, to advocate for 

unbiased Kirkwood police depart-

ment policies, and to support  

children’s rights in St. Louis  

County’s Juvenile Court. 

 

In January, we will be sharing our  

offering with Metropolitan Congre-

gations United (MCU).  
 

MCU is one of St. Louis’ premier  

social justice organizations, work-

ing through congregations to im-

prove the welfare of our neighbors.  

Across the metropolitan area, this 

long-established, interfaith, multi-

racial group brings together people 

of different faiths who strive to live 

out the call for justice.   
 

When protests and civil unrest 

erupted after the August 2014 fatal 

shooting of a young black man by a 

white police officer in Ferguson, 

Missouri, the people of MCU re-

sponded by first organizing Sacred 

Conversations on Race (+Action).  

The innovative parish-based pro-

gram challenged participants 

to examine the uncomfortable 

topic of racism. After partici-

pating actively in the work of 

the Ferguson Commission, MCU 

identified the specific needs of chil-

In November Eliot Chapel 

collected $1,550 for  

Empower Missouri. 

 

 

We also collected $3,652 

for our Partner Church. 

That money will be used 

to buy bread for the  

elderly poor in our  

partner church village in 

Transylvania. 

 

Thank you for your  

generosity! 

 mcustl.com 

Universalist ancestors taught that no one is outside the circle of God's love and  
redemption, must nonetheless be bold in speaking out when we see hate and fear 
being used as weapons. We need to be champions for the truth when lying and 
“fake news” become more and more acceptable. While every person has inherent 
worth and dignity, every idea does not. So we struggle to find our voice.  
 

In January, we are going to explore the theme of “prophecy.” This word has many 
ancient meanings, including the Old Testament prophets and their tradition of 
“speaking truth to power,”  a valuable framework for today. I believe a modern  
definition of the term is also the “intersection of religion and politics.” As James  
Luther Adams once said, we are called to the “prophethood of all believers.”  A 
prophet is one who brings their religious or moral values to bear in the world –  
including the messy, difficult, and nonetheless critical world of politics.  
 

We have a role to play at the intersection of religion and politics. We will need to 
develop skills and ground ourselves in our faith. My prayer is that we find a way to 
be both courageous and kind, outspoken and willing to listen, loving and fierce. May 
we bring the best of ourselves to bear.  

Leap of Faith, continued from page 1 

In faith, 

http://www.mcustl.com
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A HUGE thank you to Cindy Duhigg, Robert Gadon, Justin Carney, Dave Day, Cayla Suter, 

Laura Peer, and Caroline Day for serving as facilitators for the upcoming Our Whole Lives 

(OWL) sexuality education program for 7th & 8th grade. Our Whole Lives kicks off January 8 

for registered youth. The program provides facts about anatomy and human development,  

helps participants clarify their values, builds interpersonal skills, and helps youth understand 

the spiritual, emotional, and social aspects of healthy sexuality within a Unitarian Universal-

ist community. 

 

Thanks to Cindy, Robert, Justin, Dave, Cayla, 

Laura, and Caroline for making this program 

possible. 

 

Questions about Religious Education for 
children and youth? 

Email children@eliotchapel.org 

G r e e n l e a v e s ,  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7  

Thanks to all who participated in, 

helped with, and attended the  

Christmas Pageant  

and family potluck! 

mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
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2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
C i n d y  L a u ,   
C h a i r  
 

D a v i d  C o x ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

D a v e  S a l i v a r ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

K a r e n  F u c h s  
 

B r u c e  M a c K e n z i e  
 

T r i n a  P r i e s e  
 

T o d d  S t a r k  
 

As I write this newsletter article it is certainly the “Bleak Midwinter.” 
We had ice yesterday and tonight we await our first snow. I am  
preparing for Christmas with my family and Eliot and to also go to the 
Women’s March on Washington in January.   
 
Going to this march is a real stretch for me. I have never done any-
thing like this. I signed up before the Eliot women decided to go, so I 
am going with a group of strangers. I only know two people on our 
two buses but I assume they will not be strangers in spirit in that we 
all cared enough to take the journey to stand up for the issues of  
minorities of all kinds – sisters holding hands in the face of powerful 
forces that wish to suppress and oppress.   
 
This brings me to our Ends. These are the goals of Eliot Chapel.   
Actually they are the way we are all trying to grow together. We  
hope to grow within − that is, to develop ourselves internally.   

We hope to grow among – that is, to grow our  
relationships within our Eliot family.  And we hope to 

grow beyond −  that is, to reach others or the outside world as we are 
called to act and influence.  
 
Our Ends (or Goals, or Commission) is that all ages and walks of life − 
everyone, no matter who you are or what is inspiring your soul and 
life − will: 
 
 Care for and connect with one another within our shared          

covenant, even when it is  uncomfortable; 
 Achieve greater spiritual maturity; 
 Deepen our Unitarian  Universalist identity; 
 Nurture leadership and service in all; 
 Create a more just society, further dismantle racism, and improve 

the environment. 
 
Wow, that is a tall order.  It is intended to inspire and call us forward 
into what is hard, what is scary, or what inspires our real purpose for 
existence.   I don’t have an answer for that every day but I appreciate 
our community that holds me accountable to work to achieve Ends 
such as these within myself, among our church community, and  
in the world outside of Eliot.  

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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Thanks to all who sang and played throughout the holiday season! We hope you enjoyed our 
“jazz” Christmas Eve! The choirs have welcomed some old friends back into the fold as well as 
some new ones. Choir Director Leon Burke spent a few days in Harvard, Massachusetts singing 
the bass solo of Handel’s Messiah at First Unitarian. We have friends there who like to hear him 
sing each year. We hate to let him go, but realize we need to share the joy!  
 

Music Sunday Prep Already Underway 
The choirs are preparing now for our annual Music Sunday. Leon and I take turns leading it and 
this year it’s mine. I’ve decided the Unitarian mass bears repeating.  We sang the “Missa Brevis 
Pro Serveto” four years ago, so we still have some folks around who remember it. The text was 
written by Rev. Francis Dearman and music composed by Canadian composer Tobin Stokes. It 
was inspired by the thought that as musicians we perform lots of classical masses from other religions – why shouldn’t 
Unitarians have their own? So I think you’ll find this to be an inspiring and exciting work of art. It’s not too late to join 

the combined choirs or the orchestra for this so just let me know if you are 
interested. Orchestra players needed include flute, clarinet, horn, percussion, 
violin and cello. The date we sing with orchestra will be Sunday, Feb. 12.  

 
Our wish for you is a healthy, happy, new year full of music that touches your heart!  
Jan, Leon, Gail and David 
Eliot Music Staff 

Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

music@eliotchapel.org 

A warm thank you to everyone who helped ring in the holiday season at the  
41st Annual Eliot Chapel Madrigal, 

bringing holiday cheer to 280 guests in three sold-out performances! 
 
To the Eliot Chapel Staff, especially Terri Burtin, Charles Lewis, Myron Simms & Jamacia Stanfield; and  
 
To Those Who Gave Extra-Generously of Their Time & Talents:  Carolyn Burke, Denise Maue-Dreyfus, 
Bill Engel & Cindi Gille-Rowley; Playwrights Jim Gottschalk & Mark Rowley; Not-Ready-for-Reformation Play-
ers Elitta DeArmond, Eric Denson, Marsha Fleming, Sara Fleming, Tripp Narup, Jeremy Patterson, Todd Stark 
& Pamela Triplett; The Greenleaf Singers; The Recorder Players of the St. Louis Madrigal Consort; and 
 
To the Wonderful Castle Workers & Volunteers, Without Whom There Would Not Be a Madrigal:  Jenny 
Anderson, Karen & Chuck Beargie, Heather Bechtel, Francis Beecher, Janelle Burger, Millie Cashatt, Laurie 
Chapell, Becky & Bill Coalson, David & Janis Cox, Linda Cummings, Caroline Day, Casey Dunlap, Lucy Freeman 
& Brian McGowan, Dick Gordon, Carol & Dan Hechenberger, Rita & Ron Hovis, Terry Jones, Jan Kilgen, Linda 
Korinek & Sydney Korinek Fuchs, Pat & Jerry Krull, Lucia Kulp, Ann Lemon, Annie & Scott Marshall, Sharon 
McCarron, Mary & Bob Meihaus, Jerry Messer, Barb Natoli, Wesley Patterson, Michelle Peeler, Carolyn Peters, 
Ann Petlin, Joanne & Emma Prats, Jim Reed, Sarah & Larry Reutter, Lucille Rock, Annie Russell, Jeanne Sikora 
& David Seyfer, Ava Smith, Janet Solecki, Donna Springer, Amy & Will Stark, Kim & Elayna Swenson, Lanette 
Tanaka, Jo Tiemann, Lisa Wilhelms & Dino Bagatelas, Doris Yohe; and 
 

To all who attended as guests, who invited guests, and anyone whose name  
has inadvertently been left off this list due to circumstances beyond our control... 

 
Thank You All! 

 
Karen Gottschalk & Ken Denson 

2016 Madrigal Co-Chairs 

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
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A Touch of Bergfried in Kirkwood 
Celebrate winter at Bergfried during  
upcoming events, both at Eliot and at 
Bergfried. All members and friends are 
welcome.  
 

Winter Warmup Potluck Dinner 
Saturday, February 4 in Adams Hall 
Sponsored by the Bergfried Team 
Bring a favorite dish to share and enjoy 
some camaraderie around a virtual fire 
circle featuring Eliot musicians (bring your 
instruments!). We will also share a slide 
show of recent Bergfried events. Nature 
crafts for all ages will be offered. Sign-up 
sheets are on the Eliot bulletin board or 
contact bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org. 
Please let us know if you are bringing a 
main dish, side, or dessert. Doors open at 
5:30, dinner at 6:00. 
 

Day Trip to Bergfried 
Saturday, January 14 
Even in the deep midwinter there is plenty 
to see and do at Bergfried, Eliot's 700-

acre retreat near Hermann, Missouri.  
Join us for our first trip of the year. An 
optional guided hike or two will be 
offered, but feel free to come out and do 
your own thing or do nothing! Bring stur-
dy shoes and provisions for the day. 
Meet at the Eliot Chapel parking lot at 
9:00 am to caravan or carpool or at the 
Bergfried cottage at 11 am. Please  
contact Shawn Cummings at  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org to RSVP 
or for more information. 
 

~Shawn Cummings  
for the Bergfried Stewardship Team 

Watch for details on 
all Bergfried events 
in This Week at Eliot  
or join us on  
Facebook at  
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever 

Operating Policies & Procedures 
 

Are you wondering about Eliot’s policies?  

Do you have questions about Eliot’s guidelines 

& operating procedures? Then we have great 

news. The policies and procedures can be 

found on the church website, which can be 

accessed 24/7 at 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws. 

 

Eliot also takes considerable pride in our work 

to keep children and the entire Chapel com-

munity as safe as possible.  All Eliot members 

and friends are encouraged to familiarize 

themselves with the Safe Congregation Policy, 

found on that same website page. The policy 

was last updated in August 2016 and is  

reviewed annually for updates and additions. 

mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/SafeCongregationPolicy201617.pdf


 

 

The Bergfried Discernment Process Begins! 
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Bergfried Conversations 
 

Thursday, January 12  

  7:00-8:30 pm 
 

Saturday, January 14  

9:00-10:30 am 
 

Tuesday, January 17  

7:00-8:30 pm 
 

Sunday, January 22  

12:30-2:00 pm 
 

Thursday, January 26 

7:00-8:30 pm 
 

Sunday, January 29  

1:00-2:30 pm 
 

Sunday, February 5  

1:00-2:30 pm 

Bergfried belongs to you as much as it belongs to the whole congregation! It's a major  
asset offering many rewards and requiring a great commitment of time, talent, and treas-
ure. We are at an important crossroads in our community life. A fair and wise decision about 
Bergfried is a good foundation for many decisions to come. As always, our question is: how 
do we best serve our mission? In January and early February, we will have well-structured 
and facilitated conversations for small groups to learn, share, and listen to others. Based 
on these conversations and other inputs, Rev. Barbara will make a proposal to the Board of 
Trustees. The Board will consider her proposal and make a recommendation for a congrega-
tional vote at the annual meeting. We need a wide representation of the opinions and  
wishes of the congregation - 20-25% of the membership - to get a good sense of our  
community. Whatever your feelings about the property, whether you have a lot of  
experience with it or none, we need you! 
 

~ The Bergfried Process Team 

Process Outline 
Warm up.  

Share significant experiences related to Bergfried - time spent there,  

conversations at church about the property, volunteer experiences. Even 

if you don't think you'd have much to share, hearing others will help form 

your opinion.  
 

 

Get informed.  

Learn about the continuum of options we are considering and what they 

cost, as well as some basic financial information concerning Bergfried. 
 
 

Share your opinion. 

In small groups, each person will share what they feel is the best option to 

fulfill our mission, given our resources. You are encouraged to share  

honestly and listen deeply.  

Sign up on the  

bulletin board  

between the  

Sanctuary and  

Adams Hall or  

sign up online at 

eliotchapel.org/ 

bergfriedprocess. 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/bergfriedprocess
http://www.eliotchapel.org/bergfriedprocess
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Living the Pledge Kickoff Coming Soon 
Facilitators Needed 

Living the Pledge to End Racism in St Louis,  
introduced in December’s Greenleaves, is  
modeled after the program begun last year by  
First U.U. Church of Richmond (VA). The program 
will kick off here at Eliot on Sunday, January 15. 
 

February’s focus will be training small-group facilitators 
needed for several activities. The 3-hour training program 
will take place late February at a date to be determined by 
polling those who sign up to participate. Some facilitators 
will assist with the Living the Pledge workshop to be held 
April 9, 23, and May 7. This is a 12-hour workshop spread 
over three Sunday afternoons. Other facilitators will lead 
our Speak Up workshops and future All Reads. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a trained small-group  
facilitator look for sign-up sheets at the Social Justice table 
in Adams Hall on Sundays and on the bulletin board.  Or you 
may email socialjustice@eliotchapel.org to sign up or to ask 
for more information. 
  

Blanket Drive for Refugees 
December 27 – January 15 
 

This will be the first winter many 

newly-arrived refugee families will 

face in St. Louis. Many don’t have 

enough blankets to keep them warm 

during the bitter cold we’re expect-

ing this winter. Eliot Chapel is part-

nering with the International Insti-

tute of St. Louis to ensure each new 

refugee has at least two blankets.  

 

 MOST NEEDED: New or used 

blankets or quilts for twin or full/

double beds  

 New or used blankets or quilts 

for queen or king beds 

 New or used children’s blankets 

 New or used throws 

 

Please place your donations in the 

blue box in the hallway between  

Adams Hall and the nursery school. 

 

No matter the weather. 
In darkness or in light. 

We’ll be there. 
 

Vigil for Hope & Healing  
Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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News from the Partner Church Link 
The plaque in the photo above is in the church in Torda that 
commemorates the Edict of Torda made 449 years ago this 
coming January 13th. It is one of the churches our Eliot 
travelers to Transylvania visited last fall. The Edict was a 
landmark declaration of religious freedom made in the time 
of Francis David. It gave freedom to congregations to 
choose a minister preaching beliefs held by the congrega-
tion rather than beliefs set by the reigning monarch. This 
allowed Francis David to openly preach his beliefs, later 
named Unitarianism, and to form a congregation of those  
he converted to his beliefs.   
 

The Eliot library has two wonderful picture books of the 
Nyárád River Valley region. One features photos of the 
many churches in the valley and the other covers various 
interesting topics with English text as well as Hungarian. 
They can be checked out to take home. 
 

Stay tuned for more details of the Night in Transylva-
nia potluck dinner hosted by the Partner Church Link 
on Saturday, February 18! 
 

~ Bill Coalson for the Partner Church Link 

Happy New Year!  
Is your resolution for the new year to learn a 
new skill? Why not join the Eliot Yarn Goddesses 
and learn to knit or crochet? If you know how 
but haven’t had time to use your skills, come and  
join us!  
 

Our small group of women works diligently to  
create beautiful hats, blankets, and shawls for 
Eliot Pastoral Care Associates to share and for  
donations to Cancer Support Community and  
Nurses for Newborns. We are currently contact-
ing homeless shelters to make donations as well. 
In just nine months we have donated four 
shawls, 15 hats, and one lap blanket. 
 
So please join us, we welcome new visitors. You 
can find us in the Junior High Room on the  
third Thursday at 1:00 pm or third Sunday at 
12:00 pm each month. We even have yarn we’ll 
share with you! 

Eliot Chapel welcomes our newest members! 
 
 

 

Julie Germanese-Clark Barbara & Howard Gilby 

Melinda Ohlemiller, Bob Spargo, Steve Thom,  
Bonnie Kuergeleis, Cheryl Stein, and Todd Stein 
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On the Calendar 

 

Women’s Alliance 
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday there is usually an  
outing to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

January Meetings 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 - The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd.  Discussion Leader -  
Ellen Luckow. 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 17 - Comprehensive overview on dementia, memory loss and Alzheimer’s  
by Jacquie O'Quinn of the Alzheimer’s Association.  Coordinator - Kathryn Hallett. 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 24 - Clothing Exchange.  Coordinator - Janie Fowler 

It’s got chili! 

And great desserts! 

Don’t forget the games and  

Eliot friends of all ages! 

Don't miss the annual  

Eliot Chapel  
Chili & Games Night 
Saturday, January 21  
5:30 - 8:30 pm in Adams Hall  
 

Chili cook-off and dessert bake-off  
Prizes awarded to:  
· best meat chili  
· best vegetarian chili  
· best dessert  
Plus charades, Scrabble, and MORE!  
 
Look for sign-up sheets on the bulletin board. Questions?  
Contact Christie Lee at christie@eliotchapel.org. 

The first planning meeting for the 2017 Women's Weekend will be held Sunday, 

January 8 from 12:30-2:30 in room 005. If you can't make that meeting, there is  

another meeting scheduled for January 22 from 12:30-2:30 in room 005. This is an 

open meeting for all women. If you have ideas for workshops, or have a concern, 

please plan to attend. The 2017 Women's Weekend will be held April 21-23 at 
Toddhall Retreat Center. 

The next Introduction to Our Faith C lass wil l be 
held Saturday, Feb. 4 at 9:00 am. Watch Eliot 
communications for more details. 

mailto:christie@eliotchapel.org


 

 

Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 
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Each month Eliot recognizes individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness,  

hard work, and committed joyful spirits! If you have someone to nominate for Volunteer of the Month,   

let us know at office@eliotchapel.org.  

With one look at the Eliot Chapel calendar you can get 

an idea of Corinne Esneault’s presence at Eliot. 

She is often found in the halls of Eliot, leading meet-
ings and groups. 
 

Corinne has been a Pastoral Care Associate since the 
team was formed in 2007-2008. Since then she has 
spent countless hours providing a listening ear,  
validation, and immeasurable compassion to so many 
members and friends at Eliot Chapel. She recently has 
stepped down from her role as a PCA. As she  
transitions off the team, she does so with the  
gratitude of our entire community. 
 

That doesn’t mean that she is sitting back with her feet 
up now! As a trained support group facilitator, Corinne 
continues to lead the Caregivers Support Group. The group meets once a month and provides much-needed  
strength and understanding to those in the caregiver role. Corinne is also one of the facilitators for Attitudinal 
Healing support groups which also meet at Eliot. And on Monday evenings Corinne can be found in Adams 
Hall, leading A Course in Miracles, an interactive study group that meets  to learn about and discuss the princi-
ples and everyday application of the spiritual text. So many of our members and friends have found hope and 
healing as a result of their participation in these amazing groups. She also brings joy and music to Eliot as a 
dedicated member of Women’s Chorale. 
 

Eliot Chapel is a stronger and more vibrant community because of Corinne's service and leadership and that is 

why we have named her Volunteer of the Month for January! 

We extend our condolences 
to Eliot families who have 
recently lost loved ones. 

The McIntosh family. 
Long-time Eliot member  
Helen McIntosh passed away on  
December 4, 2016. 

mailto:office@eliotchapel.org


 

 

Eliot Chapel Clergy 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon, 

Lead Minister 
 

Rev. Jim Crawford, 

Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. John Robinson, 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Eliot Chapel Staff 
 

Scott Stewart, 

Director of Religious Education 

Christie Lee, Asst. Director of 

Religious Education 
 

Jan Chamberlin, 

Music Director 

Dr. Leon Burke III, 

Choir Director 

Pianists: 

   Dr. David Nalesnik 

   Gail Hintz 
 

Charles Lewis, 

Administrator 

Mecy Stanfield, 

Administrative Assistant 

Terri Burtin, 

Communications Specialist 

Myron Simms, 

Facilities Assistant 

Ed Liebman, 

Sunday Custodian 

 
 

January Worship 

Sunday, January 1 – 10:00 am only  
“A Little Lower Than Angels” – Brian Mason 
Let us gather together to celebrate the start of a new year, a time of renewal and 
new beginnings. Also too, let us gather to consider that refugee child Jesus whose 
holy name is honored by millions throughout our shared world this very morning. We 
will make merry of the wondrous possibility that awaits each new life. Come, dear 
friends, and bring the child within! Featured musician: Gail Hintz, piano. 
 

Sunday, January 8 – 9:30 and 11:00 am  
“Living Courageously and Intentionally” − Rev. Roger Bertschausen 
This month, Eliot Chapel embarks on a five-month process to come to a long-term 
decision about the Bergfried property. (See related article for details.) Underlying 
this process is a deeply spiritual question: How can we as individuals and the congre-
gation as a whole live with as much courage and intentionality as possible? The con-
versations we start this month will ask of us courage: the courage to keep an open 
mind, to speak our truth in love, and to listen to others with an open heart even 
when they hold a different position. When the congregation votes on a final recom-
mendation in May, it will shape who the congregation becomes in the coming years. 
What does Eliot Chapel want to be and to do in the coming years? As a community? 
As individuals? Featured musicians: Rich Heuermann and Kathie Price and Women’s 
Chorale. Rev. Bertschausen is the Executive Director of the UU Partner Church Council 
and a consultant with Unity Consulting. He's working with our Lead Minister, Board and 
the Bergfried Process Team in the latter capacity. He served the Fox Valley Unitarian  
Universalist congregation for 25 years, growing it from a small congregation to a  
church of more than 700.  
 

Sunday, January 15 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Religion and Politics: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” − Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
A prophet is one who brings the force of religion to bear on the world, challenging 
political powers and systems. How did Dr. King bring the values of the Christian tradi-
tion, scriptures and community to bear on segregation? Why was that important? 
How did it impact people of faith, including Unitarian Universalists, in his time and 
ours? Featured musicians: Melinda Ohlemiller, guitar and vocals; Chamber Singers. 
 

Sunday, January 22 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Religion and Politics: The WCTU and the Women's March on Washington” 
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon and Women of Eliot  
If prophets are those who speak unpopular truths to power, you couldn't get more 
prophetic than the Women's Christian Temperance Union. Painted as shrews and 
prudes, it's difficult today for us to fully appreciate their cause.  What impact did their 
movement have on peoples’ lives? How did they bring the force of religion into our 
politics, when they had so little power in either arena? How were the Unitarians and 
Universalists involved? We will explore these questions as many of our women and 
girls participate in marches in Washington, D.C. and St. Louis. Featured musicians: 
Eliot Choir and the Tri-Tones. 
 

Sunday, January 29 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
"Religious Freedom: a Pilgrimage to Transylvania"   
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon and the Partner Church Pilgrims 
 In September, 11 pilgrims from Eliot Chapel visited our partner church in Transylva-
nia. Come and hear stories about what we learned about our Unitarian faith, the cost 
of religious freedom and the deep demands and rewards of friendship. A service to 
celebrate the human spirit in challenging times.  (This service was postponed from 
November.) Featured musicians: Women’s Chorale. 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 
September – May 
 
10:00 am only 
Memorial Day through  
Labor Day 
 

January’s  worship theme is Prophecy 


