
 

 

Where do you find abundance in your 
life? It may be instructive to start at the 
opposite end of the spectrum, fear. A lot 
of us are prone to fear these days. Fear is 
generally about deciding that there isn’t 
enough - that either you aren’t, or some-
thing you depend upon isn’t enough, and 
therefore things could end badly. I once 
heard someone describe worry as 
“praying for what you hope will not hap-
pen.” Words to live by.  

What else? Since I don’t presume to 
give advice to anyone, I sometimes pre-
tend to be talking to my younger self. 
What would I have liked someone to tell 
me when I was 22, for example, fresh out 
of college, starting out in a world which 
seemed so fearful? Here goes.  

I would like to tell you that the fear goes 
away, but I can’t. You will have to deal with 
some fear, some worry, the whole time. 
But you can be less afraid. You can be run 
by it less. And you can have ways to deal. 
Talk to people. Asking for help is your super 
power. Pray. You will need some way to 
shuck off this ridiculous and overwhelming 
need to control the outcome. You will need 
some way to discern what to do when you 
have no idea, so start praying right now. It 
doesn’t matter where you think guidance 
will come from, just know that if you are 
attuned to it, it’s there. Open up the channel. 

That boring advice you are hearing 
about sleep, diet and exercise, turns out to 
be right. Especially in dealing with fear.  

Find time to 
be creative and 
make art or  
music. It’s    
helpful if you 
don’t expect 
what you 
produce to 
be particular-
ly good. One 
less thing to be afraid of. 

Hang around people who make you 
laugh. Children are good for that. Hang 
around people who think you’re funny. 
Dealing with your fear will help you be a 
friend to fearful people. Which is most people. 

Whatever is happening to you right 
now, try to find it interesting. If you can 
find it interesting, you might be less afraid.  

And when someone is giving you fits, it 
may help to think of it like this: This person 
is bigger than this one moment. Your life is 
bigger than this one person, this one day. 
The world is bigger than you.  

And there will be some exciting stuff 
ahead. So don’t miss it.  

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith 
ABUNDANCE (AND FEAR) 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
office@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

www.eliotchapel.org 

In faith, 

November 2017 

Our Mission: 
Bound by  

courageous love, 

growing in spirit,  

and inspiring  

compassionate  

action. 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org
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Sharing Our Bounty 

$150,000 in food vouchers for fresh food 

items and household supplies to more 

than 3500 families, along with a monthly 

delivery of canned goods and household 

supplies. The number of food pantry cli-

ents has increased 28% in the past two 

years. Utility assistance is also up 33% in 

that time, and KirkCare has provided more 

than $136,000 in utility bill assistance to 

more than 700 families. More than $18,000 

in housing payment assistance has been 

shared with more than 40 families, and 

KirkCare has contributed nearly $5000 to 

purchase school supplies for families. 

In November we will be sharing our 

Sunday collections with KirkCare, a  

non-profit organization formed by the 

Kirkwood Ministerial Alliance to help 

the needy living within the boundaries 

of the Kirkwood R-7 school district. It is 

directed and staffed by lay people 

from the churches within the district, 

including Eliot Chapel. 
 

Churches, schools, individuals, and 

many civic organizations in the area 

contribute food and/or money to  

KirkCare and take an active role in 

providing services to those in need in 

our community. 
 

Over the past four years KirkCare has 

been very active supporting families in 

need. It has provided more than 

Every year the Lead Minister and Board of Trustees conduct a survey of the congregation at 

Eliot Chapel in order to determine whether our stated ends (goals) reflect the congregation’s 

thinking and desires, and to evaluate how well our programs are working in accomplishing 

those ends. To make the survey results more relevant, we include questions about de-

mographics and some questions that help the Lead Minister in her role. The Board of Trus-

tees will use the congregation’s evaluation of the ends to evaluate the Lead Minister’s per-

formance. It is important for everyone to respond. 
 

The survey will be emailed to members and friends at their preferred email address. When 

you get the email, just click and complete the survey. The results are anonymous. The sur-

vey takes about 10-20 minutes to complete but because several open-ended questions do 

require some thought to answer, you may want to add a bit more time to account for that.   
 

If you prefer, you can also use the URL here to complete the survey:                            

www.surveymonkey.com/r/eliot2017  
 

For those of you who do not have access to a computer, please contact the front office to 

request a paper copy of the survey. Our preference is that you find an internet-connected 

device and complete the survey online so we can more efficiently process the results. 
 

The survey will be open through mid-December, but please don’t wait until the end to com-

plete your survey. Every response will help us improve Eliot Chapel. Your views matter. 
 

If you have any questions about the survey process or the survey itself, please contact the 

Board Chair, David Cox, at eliotboard@eliotchapel.org. 

Help Eliot Improve! 
Complete the 2017 Annual Survey Today 

In October, Eliot Chapel  

collected $2,579.43  

for Immigrant Refugee 

& Women’s Program. 

Thank you for your 

generous support! 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/eliot2017
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org?subject=Annual%20Congregational%20Survey


 

 

The Guest at Your Table (GAYT) offering is returning this 

fall. GAYT is an intergenerational outreach program 

sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist Service Commit-

tee (UUSC) to raise funds to support human rights 

around the world. This year’s theme is Small Change is 

Big Change. You can learn more about Guest at Your  

Table and the UUSC at the link:  

www.uusc.org/welcome-to-guest-at-your-table 

GAYT offering boxes and donation envelopes will be available beginning Sunday, November 12 outside the 

5th & 6th grade room (across from the nursery). This is a fantastic opportunity for UUs of all ages to engage 

in generosity and giving this Thanksgiving season. 

Donation boxes should be returned to Eliot no later than Sunday, December 10. 

Eliot Youth: Leaders for Today & Tomorrow 
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Christmas Pageant & Family Holiday Potluck are almost here! 
The annual Christmas Pageant & Family Holiday Potluck are on the calendar. This year’s festivities take place 

on Saturday, December 9.   

A special thanks to this year’s Christmas Pageant Director Team, which is led by co-director Alissa Rowan and 

members of the Senior High Youth Group. 

For more information, contact Scott Stewart at scott@eliotchapel.org. 

Pageant sign-ups will begin in early November.  

Tentative Schedule:  Saturday, December 9 
 2:30 pm Pageant Rehearsal* 

 4:30 pm Pageant service in the Sanctuary  

 5:15 pm Family holiday potluck in Adams Hall  

 

*exact rehearsal time depends on your Pageant role 

Do you knit or crochet? Do you want to learn to knit or crochet? Then please join our group of crafters. We enjoy 

visiting and helping each other with projects. It is a relaxing fulfilling time we spend together. We meet twice a 

month, the first Wednesday at 1:00 pm (please note the change from last year) and the third Sunday after the  

second service in the Junior High Room. We work on items to donate and personal projects – sometimes we just 

talk. We donate to Nurses for Newborns, Cancer Support Community, Eliot’s Pastoral Care Team, and other local 

organizations. If you want to learn, we have a fabulous teacher – Kate Magrath – as well as others who can help 

you begin. We even have yarn and needles and hooks for you to use. If you have questions, please contact         

Rebecca Schuder at knitters@eliotchapel.org. 

Eliot Chapel Yarn Goddesses 

http://www.uusc.org/welcome-to-guest-at-your-table
mailto:scott@eliotchapel.org
mailto:knitters@eliotchapel.org
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David Cox, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

Moving Forward with Confidence 

As I write to you, the Board of Trustees 
and Rev. Barbara Gadon have made avail-
able a current set of financial documents 
for Eliot Chapel. Many of you had asked 
for this information at our annual meet-
ing, our recently held special meeting, and 
in private inquiries to the Board and the 
Lead Minister. We are happy to finally 
share these important documents with 
everyone. Click here to quickly access the 
financials. They are also linked on the Eliot 
Chapel website. If you are a beginner at 
reading financial statements, you may 
want to check out the Securities and Ex-
change Commission’s Beginners Guide. 
We have a long way to go in our efforts to 
be more transparent, but this is a big first 
step. You may direct any questions about 

our finances to either 
the Board or Rev. 
Gadon. 

 

We are now concluding our Answer the 
Call campaign to increase pledges at Eliot 
Chapel by over $80,000. Rev. Gadon as-
sembled a team to advise her, target is-
sues, and develop and implement solu-
tions to the current gap in pledges 
(compared to our budget for the year). 
That team, the Finance and Stewardship 
Team, has facilitated an even larger team 
of Eliot volunteers to reach out to each 
congregant in person to discuss this 
effort. If you haven’t been contacted, 

please let us know so we can ensure eve-
ryone gets the opportunity to answer the 
call! We should know more in the coming 
weeks whether we succeeded in Answer-
ing the Call. I have every confidence we 
will rise to the challenge. 
 

Each year the Board of Trustees leads the 
effort to conduct a survey of members 
and friends of Eliot Chapel. One of the 
primary purposes of the survey is to assist 
the Board in its duties under our govern-
ance model to ensure we have the right 
ends and that we are making progress 
towards each end. Eliot Chapel adopted 
five end statements, and they can be 
found on the poster board in Adams Hall 
and on the Board’s section of the Eliot 
Chapel website.  Please take the time to 
review those end statements (and the 
Mission and Vision statements) so that 
you will be in the right frame of mind for 
completing this year’s annual survey. The 
survey is being conducted online (though 
accommodations will be made for those 
who need it). You should be getting an 
invitation to complete the survey through 
your preferred email address. You can 
also click here to start the survey if you 
prefer. 
 

Finally, please plan to attend our annual 
congregational potluck on Saturday, No-
vember 4th starting at 5pm at the Chapel. 
See you there! 
 

 

2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
D a v i d  C o x ,   
C h a i r  
 

T o d d  S t a r k ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

D a v e  S a l i v a r ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 

K a r e n  F u c h s  
 

T r i n a  P r i e s e  
 

A l l i s o n  H i b b s  
 

B r i a n  K r i p p n e r  

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

A Potluck Gathering  
for our communitas 

The Eliot Board of Trustees Invites You to 

Saturday, November 4 – 5:00 to 7:30 pm in Adams Hall 

http://bit.ly/2znt7n3
http://bit.ly/2znt7n3
http://bit.ly/2gtKIFY
http://bit.ly/2gtKIFY
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/eliot2017
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org


 

 

TENORS NEEDED!!!  
And finally, if you like to sing in the 
tenor range and have considered 
joining the choir, NOW is the per-
fect time! We are just beginning 
the holiday preparations and RE-
ALLY need some tenors and bass-
es to balance out the choirs. Choir is 
a wonderful way to volunteer at 
Eliot! Please contact Jan Chamberlin 
ASAP if you have any interest or 
questions about 
singing!  
 
 

 
 

COMING UP 
Featured Musicians 
 

Board Potluck 

Saturday, November 4, 5:00 pm:  
Eliot Choir; Women’s Chorale; David Nalesnik, piano.  
 

Services 
November 5: Pam Triplett, soprano; Women’s Chorale 
November 12: Greenleaf Madrigal Singers; Chamber 
Singers 
Saturday, November 18, 5:00pm, Bread Service: 
Clan Shenanigans Bluegrass Band; Women’s Chorale 
November 19: Clan Shenanigans Bluegrass Band; Eliot 
Choir; Mel Priese, cello; Dave Seidensticker, oboe  
November 26: Amy Camie, healing harp  

Music Notes 
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NOVEMBER is a time for special holiday music!  
 

On Saturday, November 4, two of our choirs will get to 
have some fun singing at the board-sponsored potluck 
dinner! We are looking forward to that!  
 

Remember to turn your clocks back an hour for Sunday, 
November 5! 
 

On Sunday, November 12, the Greenleaf Singers will 
give us a festive preview of the upcoming Madrigal  
Dinner entertainment.  
 

Friends of Music will present a delightful, free, concert 
of chamber music by Beethoven and Brahms on  
November 12 at 3:00 pm. www.fomcstl.org 
 

On Saturday, November 18 at 5:00 and Sunday Novem-
ber 19, we celebrate with our annual Bread services. 
This year the Kevin Mitchell Family (AKA “Clan Shenani-
gans”) will treat us to their bluegrass music! The Wom-
en’s Chorale will sing Saturday. On Sunday, Mel Priese 
will play cello with the Eliot Choir.  
 

Chalice Chimes Hand Bells will begin practicing for 
Christmas Eve services on Tuesday November 6 from 
7:30–9:00pm in the music room. We have 7 weeks to 
prepare! Anyone interested in playing bells should con-
tact Jan Chamberlin before November  6.  
 

music@eliotchapel.org 

Jan Chamberlin,  
Music Director 
 

Are you interested in  
membership at Eliot Chapel?   
 

You are welcome to join Rev. Jim and/or members from our new member team who meet 
monthly in the Triplett Room to discuss questions about Unitarian Universalism in general and 
Eliot Chapel in particular.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 12 at 10:30 am 
and at 12:00 noon in the Triplett Room. The meeting will be facilitated by Rev. Jim. 

http://www.fomcstl.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org


 

 

P a g e  6  

Connection and Reflection at Bergfried 

The winter months provide ample  
opportunities for connection and   
reflection at Bergfried.  
 

Plan a visit on your own or join us for one 
of the upcoming events below. Please 
note however, that the property closes 
during deer hunting season, as a safety 
precaution, during portions of November and December. If you are planning a trip in 
those months, please be sure to write to bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org or    
inquire at the church office for available dates. The heated cottage remains available    
for reservation outside of deer season dates.  

Watch for details on 
all Bergfried events 
in This Week at Eliot  
or join us on  
Facebook at  
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever 

Our next day trip is Saturday, December 
9. A Bergfried team member will lead a 
hike or two and will provide a chance to 
tour the Bergfried cottage. Or feel free 
to come out and do your own thing.  
Bring sturdy shoes and provisions for 
the day. Meet at the Eliot Chapel park-
ing lot at 9:00 am to caravan/carpool or 
come out on your own if you know the 
way. Please RSVP so we know to expect 
you: bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org.  

Mark your calendar for the 6th Annual 
Bergfried Winter Warm-Up in Adams 
Hall to be held Saturday, January 27 be-
ginning at 6:00 pm.  The Bergfried team 
will host a potluck gathering featuring a 
Bergfried-style music circle and a slide 
show of recent Bergfried events.  More 
details to come. 
 
– Shawn Cummings and Jim Hershey for 
The Bergfried StewardshipTeam 

Eliot will have three traditional Bread Services the weekend before Thanksgiving – at 
5:00 pm on Saturday, November 18 and at 9:30 and 11:00 am on Sunday, November 
19. You will be invited to bring bread to share with the congregation.  

Eliot’s Bread Service collection will go to providing bread for the needy elderly in our 
partner village of Nyaradszentmarton, located in the Transylvanian area of Romania. 
This collection is a long tradition at Eliot Chapel and is a tremendous assistance to 
those who receive it. Please give generously.  

As part of our preparation for the annual Bread Service 
we invite you to share quilts for decoration in 
the Sanctuary. Quilts should be clearly marked with 
your name and be delivered to the church office no later 
than noon on Wednesday, November 15. If your quilt 
has a story, please feel welcome to print or type it on a 
small card, and affix the card to the front of your quilt, 
so the story can be shared with members and friends. 

mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
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Hear ye! Hear ye! 

The 42nd Annual Renaissance Madrigal  

is just around the parapet! 
Preparations are humming along for our annual fund-raising festival of theater, music, and merriment 

leading into the holiday season.  The Not-Ready-for-Reformation Players are hard at work rehearsing 

this year’s play, the Greenleaf Singers are likewise rehearsing the songs with which they will enchant 

you, as are the recorder players, all in preparation for performances on Thursday, Friday, and Satur-

day nights, November 30-December 2, 2017. 

Besides attending a performance, there are 

plenty of other ways for all members and 

friends of Eliot Chapel to get involved.  

From November 5 through 26, the Madrigal 

Team will be in Adams Hall after both Sun-

day services, to accept reservations to at-

tend one of the performances, AND to sign 

up volunteers to assist with all the crucial 

tasks that support those performances.  If 

you are not too familiar with Madrigal, stop 

by in Adams Hall to talk with one of the 

team and see photos from past performanc-

es.  In addition, there will be a special Mad-

rigal preview at the potluck dinner sponsored by the Board of Trustees on Saturday, November 4.  

While the actors, singers, instrumentalists, and technical wizards are all lined up, it takes a significant 

number of additional people to prepare for and serve our guests with tasty things to eat and drink  

during performances. 

We have had significant shortages the past few years 

of volunteers to carry out some of these tasks.  These 

are straightforward tasks for most ages and timeslots, 

but those who serve our guests and do cleanup on 

performance nights have typically been the most dif-

ficult to secure, especially on the final Saturday night, 

when we also need to transform the Grete Hall back 

into our beloved Sanctuary for Sunday services.  

Shortage of volunteers is also causing us to rent more 

service items, which erodes the net amount that 

could augment the Chapel’s strained budget.  If you 

have volunteered for Madrigal in the past, please do so again, and invite your family, friends, neigh-

bors, or people on the street to join you.  And if you’ve never done it before, please sign up to join this 

festive and fun evening of community building.  You could attend one night and then assist either or 

both other nights, to maximize your Madrigal experience, and your service to the Chapel. 

If you already know you want to attend, you can also go to www.eliotchapel.org/specialevents to 

download a reservation form, but don’t be left out of ALL the fun! 

For more information, please contact Ken Denson at madrigal@eliotchapel.org. 

  

http://www.eliotchapel.org/specialevents
mailto:madrigal@eliotchapel.org


 

 

The Social Justice in Action Steering Committee is extremely proud of the initiatives that Eliot’s members 

and friends have propelled over the last month: the community Kim Massie Concert; weekly vigils for black lives; 

Living the Pledge and All Read groups; Fillmore Park caretaking; Room at the Inn; Concordance Academy Assembly; 

Clean MO petitions; Wildlife Habitat Certification for Bergfried; Eliot’s inaugural participation in Hands on Kirkwood; 

Kirkcare and Diaper drives; Fair Trade sales, budding immigration sanctuary efforts, calls to action on health care 

and economic justice; and Eliot representation with partner organizations, including MCU, and WeCAN. 

With so much action, we may forget that our activities are rooted in community and UU principles. We hope you 

will take a moment to reflect on the good company and personal stories of your SJA co-workers. I am continually 

amazed at the journeys that have brought fellow Eliot members to the work that they’re doing. We also hope you’ll 

consider how our activities advance the principles and mission of Eliot and UUism. Taking time to share and con-

template can sustain in the face of uphill climbs. 

For those looking for opportunities for action, community and reflection, the Social Justice in Action Steering Com-

mittee is considering ways to streamline sign ups and participation in SJA events. We hope to better utilize technol-

ogy to make volunteering more convenient for all Eliot members, including those who can’t attend Sunday services 

or those whose family obligations 

keep them from lingering in Adams 

Hall.  Stay tuned. 

Working for Eliot, Our Community and Our World 
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The Environmental Justice Team has 

been meeting monthly, and during the Core 

Group Breakout sessions. Since September 

we have begun a partnership with the Berg-

fried team and obtained Wildlife Habitat 

Certification for the Bergfried property from 

the National Wildlife Federation. We also 

attended the Webster University Human 

Rights Conference on Environmental Jus-

tice and toured EarthDance Farms and the 

Ferguson Farmers Market. Future projects 

include selling mesh produce bags at the 

Fair Trade table in Adams Hall to reduce 

the use of plastic bags and pursuing UUA 

Green Sanctuary certification. Our work to 

obtain Green Sanctuary status will require 

us to work closely with Rev. Gadon, the 

Board, RE, the other teams of 

SJA and Racial Justice in par-

ticular. Our next meeting will be 

on Monday, November  27 at 

7:00 pm in room 005.  

We welcome new members. 

HANDS ON KIRKWOOD 
On Saturday morning, October 7, 13 volunteers from Eliot Chapel 
worked with members of other Kirkwood churches and community 
groups in the annual Hands on Kirkwood “mission blitz” of service 
to the community. The variety of projects in which Eliot people par-
ticipated included picking up neighborhood donations to KirkCare 
and Nurses for Newborns, sorting the donations at the Shepherd’s 
Center, cutting invasive honeysuckle in Kirkwood Park, sewing ba-
by blankets, cleaning up the historical Father Dickson Cemetery, 
and doing skilled repair work in homes requesting help. Volunteers 
were Dick Gordon, Barbara Harris, Susan Hayman, Michael Hennon, 
Tammy Hershey, Christie Lee, Steve Mennerick, Barb Natoli, Jeanne 
and Eric Olson, Claire Robertson, Nancy Shepard, and Janet Solecki. 



 

 

Vigil for 
 Hope & Healing  

Every Tuesday at 6:00 pm 
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ALEX BELONGS HERE! 
 

On October 26, the St. Louis Coalition on Sanctuary stepped boldly toward its goal of activating and supporting the ancient and 
sacred tradition of sanctuary. The Coalition welcomed Alex Garcia to sanctuary in the Maplewood Church of Christ until the immi-
gration process restores the right to stay in the US that it granted Alex in 2015. 

 

The St. Louis Coalition on Sanctuary is a multi-faith coalition of religious leaders, 
congregations, and individuals in and around St. Louis (including Reverend 
Gadon). Other organizations, like the International Institute, serve only docu-
mented immigrants. The Coalition serves only undocumented immigrants. 
 

Alex came to the US from Honduras thirteen years ago seeking safety and a 
better life. He has become a respected member of community and a pillar of 
support for his wife and five children, all of whom are American citizens. Alex is 
needed at home and especially in the life of his oldest son with Asperger’s 
whose well-being and progress heavily rely on the consistency and guidance of 
his father. 
 

Faced with deportation in 2015, Alex petitioned for and was granted a Stay of 
Removal for a period of one year. The government renewed that stay in 2016, 
acknowledging Alex’s responsibilities as a devoted father and husband. Last 

month, however, ICE denied Alex’s request for renewal of the stay, giving no reason for reversing Alex’s right to stay, and de-
spite a collection of 800 letters and petition signatures from his employer, neighbors and fellow residents of Poplar Bluff. 
 

Legally, ICE can still deport Alex even if he is claiming sanctuary. However, Agency 
policy discourages arrests at "sensitive places," which includes places of worship. 
The rationale for providing sanctuary is that it offers time for public pressure on 
immigration officials to reverse its arbitrary decision on Alex’s removal and to focus 
public attention on the situation of similar immigrants. 
 

As Unitarian Universalists, we are called to support sanctuary needs. The UUA 2013 
Statement of Conscience on Immigration tells us that a moral immigration policy 
must “include provision of asylum for refugees and others living in fear of violence 
or retribution.” The Statement urges us to act, including “the possibility of provid-
ing sanctuary for undocumented immigrants at special risk”. 
  
We have a unique opportunity to live our values aloud, not alone. The Coalition needs your help. Please contribute as you are 
able. The Coalition welcomes in-kind and financial contributions.  
 

Contact immigration@eliotchapel.org ASAP with any assistance you can provide. 

Staying Proximate 

Barbara Gadon reminded us in her October first sermon, of the words of Bryan Stevenson in his book, 
Just Mercy, that we need to “get proximate” in order to learn new stories.  New-to-us stories are the sto-
ries of people of color, of people who have been marginalized, essentially, of people whose stories are 
different from our own.  Well, Eliot Chapel has done just this through the Room at the Inn program for 
the last 25 years!  The Room at the Inn program transports homeless guests from the Room at the Inn 
shelter in Bridgeton on the first, second, third and fifth Thursday of every month to Eliot Chapel.  We 
drive, serve a hot dinner, host the guests overnight, serve breakfast, and see them on their way at 6:30 

am.  Does it get more proximate than spending the night with the homeless?  Oh, and I’ve heard some beautiful stories; like 
Q, who was so excited to tell me last week that she was on the list for housing, had scheduled her CNA test in Missouri and 
was so happy to have had a job interview with a nursing home.   

We are always interested in more support to drive, cook, host and launder.  If you think you might be interested in serving 
this ministry to the homeless, please contact us at rati@eliotchapel.org.  And we have a little wish: to have a bit bigger col-
lection of DVDs for the guests to watch in the evening.  If you have some DVDs that you or your family are no longer using, 
drop them off to the Eliot office.  They will be enjoyed! 

Alex and Carleen Garcia 

Alex Garcia and his children 

mailto:immigration@eliotchapel.org
mailto:rati@eliotchapel.org
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 On the Calendar 

 

Women’s Alliance 
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing 
to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

November Meetings 
Tuesday, November 7 – A Lucky Life Interrupted by Tom Brokaw. Discussion Leader 
– Debbie Dill-Bergman 
Tuesday, November 21 – Women’s Voices. Presenters, Ann Ruger & Mary Clemons.  
Coordinator – Claire Robertson 
Tuesday, November 28 – Missouri History Museum 

Church Office Closings 
 

The church office will be closed on the following dates: 
 

November 10, Veterans Day 
November 8, morning only for a training event 
November 23 & 24, Thanksgiving 
 

The office is open from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm on weekdays and 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on Sundays. 

Eliot’s Grief Support Group 
meets on alternating Thursday afternoons in the Sanctuary. Everyone is welcome. 
Upcoming meetings are scheduled for: 

 Thursday, November 2 from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

 Thursday, November 16 from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

 Thursday, November 30 from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

Our next Covenant Group Facilitators Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,          

November 1 from 7:00 – 8:30 pm in Adams Hall. 

The Pastoral Care Associates Team will meet on Thursday, November 9 at 7:00 pm in 

Rev. Jim's office as well as on Tuesday, November 21 at 1:30 pm in the Jr. High Room. 

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, 

November 5. 

Don’t  forget to fall back! 



 

 

Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 

P a g e  1 1  G r e e n l e a v e s ,  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 7  

Each month Eliot recognizes individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness,  
hard work, and committed joyful spirits! If you have someone to nominate for Volunteer of the Month,   
let us know at office@eliotchapel.org.  

Eliot Chapel has hosted the homeless for three or four 
nights a month for 25 years, and for 17 of those years, 

Kathie Price has headed up the laundry arm of the 

Room at the Inn program here at Eliot Chapel. For 
those who don’t know, a wonderful group of volun-
teers take the used linens home sometime through-
out the week, washes, dries and folds the sheets and 
returns them to Eliot before the next Thursday night. 
Kathie has organized and reminded the launderers, 
but that’s not all. Kathie has kept the linen area in the 
storage room downstairs an inviting place where our 
guest can choose their linens to make up their beds. 
These little pleasures are so important when your life 
is in chaos. Now, Kathie is passing the torch to anoth-
er in order to be able to be a bigger part in the lives of 
her own grandchildren. We are so grateful to Kathie for all she has done and take much pleasure in naming her 

Eliot’s Volunteer of the Month for November! Thank you, Kathie, for your service to Eliot Chapel and 

our guests throughout the years!   
 

(But wait, there are Angels in our midst!!  Carolyn Burke has agreed to take the torch and head the laundry brigade.) 

  

  

 
Eliot Chapel welcomes our newest 

members! 
 

Chris Gamlin & Erin Schneider  

 

Pastoral Care Available 

Please remember that Rev. Jim Crawford and 

Eliot’s Pastoral Care Associates are available 

to provide spiritual and emotional support to 

members and friends of Eliot Chapel.  

If we can be helpful to you, please feel free 

to contact Rev. Jim at 314-821-0911 or  

jcrawford@eliotchapel.org. He is available 

on Tuesdays, Thursdays and most Sundays. 

mailto:office@eliotchapel.org
mailto:jcrawford@eliotchapel.org


 

 

Eliot Chapel Clergy 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon, 

Lead Minister 
 

Rev. Jim Crawford, 

Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. John Robinson, 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Eliot Chapel Staff 
 

Scott Stewart, 

Director of Religious Education 

Christie Lee, Asst. Director of 

Religious Education 
 

Jan Chamberlin, 

Music Director 

Dr. Leon Burke III, 

Choir Director 

Pianists: 

   Dr. David Nalesnik 

   Gail Hintz 
 

Camille Novak, 

Administrator 

Christie Lee, 

Administrative Assistant 

Debby Lovell, 

Communications Specialist 

Myron Simms, 

Facilities Manager 

Ed Liebman, 

Sunday Custodian 

 
 

November Worship 

Sunday, November 5 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“God Opened Her Eyes” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
Rev. Barbara explores the Biblical story of Hagar, a slave to Abraham and 
Sarah, and mother of Abraham’s first son, Ishmael. She and Ishmael are sent 
out into the desert at Sarah’s bidding, an outcast. But the story doesn’t end 
there. Have you ever felt at the end of your rope? In this service, we will 
experience the relationship between seeing and abundance.  
Featured musicians: Pam Triplett, soprano; Women’s Chorale. 
 
Sunday, November 12 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
"Lucky" – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
What do we do with abundance? It’s good to see the suffering of the world 
and recognize that you have been blessed with a lot. But then what? 
Between guilt and self-satisfaction, there must be a middle way. Rev. Barbara 
will explore the answers we find by being part of a community of faith.   
Featured musicians: Greenleaf Madrigal Singers; Chamber Singers. 
 
Saturday, November 18 – 5:00 pm 
Sunday, November 19 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Bread Communion” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
Time for our much-loved Eliot tradition, our service celebrating community, 
heritage and fabulous bread! We will hear stories of bread and family, gaze 
on the lovely quilts made by members, and of course, feast on bread and 
cider. You are invited to bring bread or other grain that represents your 
family or gives you a sense of belonging.  
Featured musicians: Clan Shenanigans Bluegrass Band; Women’s Chorale 
(November 18); Clan Shenanigans Bluegrass Band; Eliot Choir; Mel Priese, cello; 
Dave Seidensticker, oboe (November 19). 
 
Sunday, November 26 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 “All Cried Out” – Kim Hampton 
About today’s guest speaker: Rev. Kim Hampton is a graduate of Earlham 
School of Religion. She is a church consultant and writer on religion issues. Kim 
is a candidate for the UU ministry and is working towards dual fellowship with 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  
 Featured musicians: Amy Camie, healing harp. 
 
 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 
September – May 
 
10:00 am only 
Memorial Day through  
Labor Day 
 

November’s worship theme is Abundance 


