
 

 

     Answering the call of love requires us 
to be courageous. For example: 
     I was talking recently with the mother 
of a special needs child. Love calls for her 
to be a fierce advocate. She said this 
sometimes means putting up with ridicule 
and rejection from her child’s school and 
even neighbors. It all takes courage and 
stamina. “I’ve found that Eliot Chapel has 
got my back on this,” she told me. I was 
so glad. 
     I am deeply grateful for the 
community’s support as my family and I 
have faced the death of my brother, Steve 
on September 15. When someone among 
us loses a family member, this too is a call 
of love. You have answered the call with 
your hugs, words of kindness, messages 
and cards. You answered it through your 
leadership, stepping in when I could not 
be here. I knew this was a deeply caring 
community; I didn’t know how powerful it 
would feel to be on the receiving end. 
Thank you. 
     Also on September 15, St. Louis began 
to explode in response to the not-guilty 
verdict of former officer Jason Stockley in 
the murder of Anthony Lamar Smith. Love 
calls on us to respond, to join with the 
community who feels that their police and 
their whole city are against them. I am 
seeing Eliot answering the call of love in 
different ways. 
 

 Eliot leaders put together a lovely vigil 
that night, calling for justice. More than 
60 people attended, and stood on our 
lawn in witness. 

 Our students 
at Webster 
Groves and 
Kirkwood 
High Schools 
held walk-
outs in 
solidarity. 

 I felt called 
to join the 
Most Rev. 
Robert J. 
Carlson, Archbishop of St. Louis, as he 
gathered leaders of all faiths on Kiener 
Plaza to pray for justice and to march to 
city hall. 

 Members of Eliot Chapel are risking 
tear gas, mace, pepper spray and 
rubber bullets by joining protests. On 
Friday night, one of our members was 
sheltered by Central Reform 
Congregation. He was among those 
tear-gassed going in, he said, and 
threatened with arrest if they came 
out. I am proud to be his church and 
that of other brave resisters to this 
injustice. 

 Our Tuesday night vigils are swelling 
again. People need a place here, in the 
county, to express their love, support 
and outrage. 

 

How has Eliot helped you to answer a 
difficult call? How have we supported you 
when you have had to do something 
difficult? I would love to hear from you.  

Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Lead Minister 

bgadon@eliotchapel.org 

Leap of Faith Eliot Unitarian Chapel 
100 South Taylor Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO 63122 

314-821-0911 
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org 

 
Office hours: 

Monday - Friday 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Sunday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

www.eliotchapel.org 

October 2017 

Our Mission: 
Bound by  

courageous love, 

growing in spirit,  

and inspiring  

compassionate  

action. 

Continued on page 2 

mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
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P a g e  2  

Sharing Our Bounty 

Through the power of language and the 

support of friendship, immigrants and 

refugees gain self-confidence and the 

ability to communicate in emergency and 

medical situations, with their children’s 

teachers, in the workplace, and to prepare 

for citizenship.  They are also helped to 

develop financial literacy and to connect 

with other agencies for assistance with a 

variety of family needs. 

In October we will share our offering 

with Immigrant & Refugee Women’s 

Program.   
 

Since 1995, IRWP has worked to 

increase the independence and reduce 

the isolation of immigrants and 

refugees by teaching them basic 

English and practical living skills in the 

security of their own homes. In 2016, 

IRWP volunteers worked with 211 

students from 42 countries.  

Eliot Chapel collected 

$1,300 for the Equal 

Justice Initiative in July 

and  $942.50 for 

Kirkwood Area Every 

Child Promise in 

August.  Two checks 

went to UUA relief 

funds in September for 

Hurricanes Harvey & 

Irma at $1,121.54 each 

(total $2,243.08). 

In faith, 

And one more call of love: we are starting a supplemental canvass for our beloved 

Eliot Chapel. Our goal is high – between our fall canvass and winter auction, we need 

to raise $88,000 to close the gap in funding our ministries. Click here for information 

about our finances and possible cuts we’d like to avoid. We need everyone to answer 

the call of love on this one. We are going to be reaching out personally with an 

individual call for each of you to respond. You may get a letter, a phone call, or an 

invitation to visit. I hope that you will join me in answering “yes” to this call. I hope 

you will think deeply about what being part of Eliot Chapel means to you, and 

seriously consider saying yes to what you are being asked. Help us to keep stepping up 

in courage and in love to help one another and our hurting world. 

Leap of Faith, continued on page 1 

Kirkwood Together with Kim Massie 

Concert a Success 

Eliot Chapel's goal of gathering a diverse audience to promote belonging and 

friendship while enjoying the music of Kim Massie and her band has been achieved!  

In addition, donations of over $2,500 were given to be shared equally between 

Moms of Meacham and Meacham Park Neighborhood Improvement Association. Seven 

churches co-sponsored this event with Eliot Chapel, three with predominantly 

African-American congregations. Appreciation is extended to the countless Eliot 

Chapel people who volunteered in many ways to make this concert a reality. 

– Janet Solecki, Chairwoman 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/eliot_finances_future.pdf
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/eliot_finances_future.pdf
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Ingathering Picnic:  HUGE Thank You 
 

A HUGE thank you to the Eliot Senior High Youth Group for hosting this year’s 
Ingathering Picnic on September 10, and to Suzanne LeLaurin’s Covenant 
Group for handling clean-up duties. What a festive way to kick off the new 
church year. 

 
 
Save-the-Date:   
Christmas Pageant Service & Family Potluck 
 

The annual youth-led Christmas Pageant Service & Family Potluck is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 9. The pageant service will be at 4:30 pm with the potluck to follow 
in Adams Hall. Huge thanks to Alissa Rowan and members of the Senior High Youth 
Group for leading this year’s festivities. Look for more details and information around 
November 1. 
 

 
Cupcakes & Costumes….Oh My! 
 

Eliot kids, join us Sunday, October 22 for some Halloween fun during your RE classes. 
Costumes are welcome and festivities will include games, crafts, and cupcake decorating in 
Room 001. Look for more age-specific details via email closer to the date.   
 
Have questions or want to get involved? Contact Christie Lee at christie@eliotchapel.org or 
(314) 821-0911 Ext. 205. 
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ELIOT UNITARIAN CHAPEL CELEBRATES  

450TH ANNIVERSARY OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM MILESTONE 
 

On January 13, 2018, we will honor the 450th anniversary of one of the world’s first 
statements of religious tolerance. In 1568, in the city of Torda, in what is now Romania, 
a religious gathering presided over by Unitarian King John Sigismund proclaimed:  
 

“...in every place the preachers shall preach and explain the Gospel each according 
to his understanding of it, and if the congregation like it, well. If not, no one shall 
compel them for their souls would not be satisfied, but they shall be permitted to 
keep a preacher whose teaching they approve…no one shall be reviled for his 
religion by anyone…and it is not permitted that anyone should threaten anyone 
else by imprisonment... For faith is the gift of God...” 

 

From this “Edict of Torda”, Unitarianism was officially recognized for the first time in the 
history of the world!   
 

Eliot Chapel will celebrate this legacy milestone at two special Sunday services on October 15. Special guest minister 
Rev. Koppándi-Benczédi Zoltán of the Unitarian Church in Deva, Romania, will preach on “Church Work in the 
Diaspora” at 9:30 and 11:00 am. His hometown of Deva is where the founder of Unitarianism, Francis David, died in 
prison after King John Sigismund’s successor rolled back some of the religious freedom guaranteed by the Edict of 
Torda. Some may remember ‘Rev. Zoli’ as he often accompanies UUPCC pilgrimage groups to the Citadel in Deva, 
followed by a visit to his church.  After second service, the Partner Church Committee is hosting a 12:30 pm potluck 
and an informal talk with Reverend Zoli .  Please sign up at Eliot or email partnerchurch@eliot.org.   
 

 
 

mailto:christie@eliotchapel.org?subject=Eliot%20Chapel%20RE
mailto:partnerchurch@eliot.org
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David Cox, 

Board of Trustees 

Chair 

A United Community 
This is my first opportunity to write to you 
since my term as Chair began July 1st.  As 
you know, there have been several changes 
to critical staff and we are just now getting 
back up to speed.  Thank you for your pa-
tience as we move forward. 
 

We just emerged from a very active year 
where we made two major decisions related 
to the future of our congregation.  Although 
we didn’t all agree on everything, we 
reached a unity of spirit that greatly encour-
aged me.  Thanks to each of you for making 
Eliot Chapel a place of strength and vision. 
 

The Board of Trustees realized after this 
year that we need to do more–much more–
to foster trust and implement transparency 
in all that we do.  We have looked at ways 

we can improve our visi-
bility and we will let you 
know as we implement 
some new ways to com-

municate.  We welcome your ideas on im-
proving trust and transparency and are 
working on several suggestions by members 
that should help everyone gain a better un-
derstanding of what is happening at Eliot 
Chapel.  Watch the Board page of the Eliot 
Chapel website for developments. 

For those of you who could not make it to 
our Special Congregational Meeting last 
month, we are currently engaged in raising 
money to fully fund our budget for the com-
ing year.  Without those funds, we will have 
to cut programs.  More information about 
the current budget and what programs 
would be affected if we fall short is available 
on the Eliot Chapel webpage.  Because of 
the resolve we expressed in recent months, 
I’m confident we can bring our income in 
line with our current spending priorities.  If 
you’d like to help in this important effort, 
contact Pete Ruger on the Stewardship and 
Finance Team. 
 

Please mark your calendars for November 
4th.  That Saturday evening the Board will 
be hosting its second annual congregational 
potluck.  Everyone had a great time last year 
at our first event and we have some fun 
things planned for this year as well.  Please 
come! 
 

 We are strong.  We are one.  
 

David Cox 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
Eliot Chapel 

 

2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
 
D a v i d  C o x ,   
C h a i r  
 

T o d d  S t a r k ,   
C h a i r - e l e c t  
 

D a v e  S a l i v a r ,   
T r e a s u r e r  
 

A n g i e  B o w l a n d ,   
S e c r e t a r y  
 
 

K a r e n  F u c h s  
 

T r i n a  P r i e s e  
 

A l l i s o n  H i b b s  
 

B r i a n  K r i p p n e r  
 

eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

A Potluck Gathering  
for our communitas 

The Eliot Board of Trustees Invites You to 

Saturday, November 4 – 5:00 to 7:30 pm in Adams Hall 

Please join the Board, your hosts for a fun evening of family, 

friends, food and good conversation for all ages.  

Special events include an exclusive Madrigal preview! 
 

Sign up with a Board member on Sundays or on the bulletin board  

between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall. Childcare will be available  

if requested by October 30. 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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As Leon Burke and I begin our 20th year in 
the leadership of Eliot Chapel’s music 
program, we are happy to report a summer 
full of rich experiences. Leon coordinated 
ALL the music at the June General 
Assembly in New Orleans while I sang in the 
GA choir. The July UU Musicians’ 
conference in Arlington, VA included an 

interfaith “freedom sing” on the steps of 
the Lincoln Memorial. Both events were 
very moving in many ways and we have 
brought back music to enrich our home. We 
are grateful for the professional 
development funding from the 
congregation which makes these 
experiences affordable. Thank you!  –Jan 

music@eliotchapel.org 

Jan Chamberlin,  

Music Director 

New to Eliot or to Unitarian Universalism?  

We invite you to attend 

  

 

 

 

   

Saturday, October 14 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm in Adams Hall  
Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon 

  

If you are a newcomer to Eliot Chapel, are considering membership, or would just like to get to 
know us better, we highly recommend this workshop! You will get an introduction to UU and Eliot 

Chapel, or a refresher if you are looking for a new UU home. We will explore with you what 
membership at Eliot could mean for you. Lunch will be provided. Sign up on the bulletin board in 

the hallway between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall or on the Eliot website at  
www.eliotchapel.org/adultre. 

  
Registration closes on October 12 

Please note: this class requires a minimum of five participants. 

Childcare is available if requested by October 8.  

FRIENDS OF MUSIC CONCERT  
October 15, 3:00 pm 
 

The Friends of Music will present their first concert of the season in the Eliot Chapel Sanctuary at 3:00 pm 
on Sunday, October 15. Concerts are free, but donations are accepted. This month’s program features 
Guitarist Zane Forshee, playing Isaac Albéniz’s “Mallorca, Op. 202” and Ronald Pearl’s “My Name is Red.” 
Also on the program will be violinist Hanna Frey and violist Amy Greenhaigh, playing Bohuslav Martinu’s 
“Duo for Violin and Viola.” The concert will finish with The Osler Quintet, performing the “Quintet for 
Piano and Strings” by Cesar Franck. For more information visit www.fomcstl.org. 

For more information about participation or questions about our  
music program, please contact our music director, Jan Chamberlin 
music@eliotchapel.org or 314-662-2947. 

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre
https://fomcstl.org/
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
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Autumn Beauty at Bergfried 
October consistently offers some of the 
most beautiful days of the year for 
camping and hiking at Bergfried. We 
encourage you to go out on your own to 
spend the day or to camp overnight. The 
cottage remains available by reservation 
for “comfort” camping year-round. Let  
us know anytime you are planning to  
visit the property by writing to 
bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org.  
You are also invited to join us for one of 
our October events: 
 

Annual Fall Family Campout 
October 6–9 
All Eliot members and friends are welcome 
to come out for any part of this weekend 
whether you plan to camp or not. The 
days will be wide open for hiking, 
camping, relaxation, and connection. The 
weekend includes these optional events 
(diverging a bit from our traditional 
schedule): 
 

Sunset Worship Service – 6PM Saturday 
Service led by Reverend Barbara with 
music provided by Eliot musicians. If you 
don’t choose to camp, this is a great time 
to come out and connect afterwards, 
Adams Hall style.   
 

Saturday Evening Potluck   
Directly after the service enjoy food and 
connection with the Eliot camping 

community. The Bergfried Team will 
provide hotdogs. Campers and day-trippers 
are encouraged to bring a dessert or side 
dish to share. Please let us know if you plan 
to attend by emailing 
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org and let us 
know how many will be joining you.  
 

Sunday Lay-led Worship Service – 11AM  
Led by Rich Heuermann 
 

Music Circles 
These spontaneous events occur most 
evenings after the dinner dishes are put 
away. Bring your instruments! 
 

Most choose to camp in tents or trailers; 
spaces in the cottage (with running water 
and electricity) are available by reservation 
and with priority given to those with 
medical needs or physical limitations. Eight 
beds are also available in the new rustic 
bunkhouses. To sign up for the weekend, 
to reserve a cottage or bunkhouse space, 
or for any information contact 
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org. 
  

Watch for details on 
all Bergfried events 
in This Week at Eliot  
or join us on  
Facebook at  
facebook.com/
groups/
BergfriedForever 

Day Trip to Bergfried 
Saturday, October 28 (during peak fall color) 
Meet at Eliot's parking lot at 9:00 am to caravan/carpool or come out on your own. A 
Bergfried team member will be there to show you the cottage, lead you on a hike or 
two, and provide a bit of Bergfried history. Bring sturdy shoes and provisions for the 
day. All are welcome and those new to Bergfried are especially encouraged. RSVP at 
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org. 
 
We hope to see you at Bergfried in October!  
– Shawn Cummings for The Bergfried Stewardship Team  

mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
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“Houston, we have a problem.” 
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We need you. 
 

Last spring, we saw that we were going to come up short in our pledges.  

Way short. So short that we would have to make drastic cuts in every area of  

church life – music and worship, children and youth, pastoral care, social justice, and management.  

We would have to reduce hours and pay for almost all of our staff, and eliminate some jobs altogether. If we 

were a shrinking, inactive congregation, that might make sense. But we’re not! We are a warm, thriving, 

vibrant church – a leader in the UUA in serving and empowering our youth, and in social justice. We are a 

beacon for racial justice in Kirkwood. Our music is exciting and touches the soul. We care deeply for one 

another and the world. Last fall, we bet on our future and bought the property next door, because we are 

that excited about what we have to offer.  
 

But we have to get serious about money. So we are betting on the future again and asking you to increase 

the pledge you made for this church year, 2017-18.  We need $80,000 in the fall supplemental campaign.  

(We plan to raise another $8,000 in the winter service auction.)  
 

How will we get there? We will have gatherings in people’s homes. We will meet one-to-one. We will connect 

by phone and by personal letter. It’s time to experiment, so that’s what we’re going to do!  
 

Here’s what we’re asking. First, find yourself on the chart below. Then consider what a meaningful gift in 

that range might be.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the month of October and early into November, someone will contact you with an invitation to…  

Answer the call!  

Covenant Group Recruitment 

Would you like to find out more about covenant groups here at Eliot Chapel?  We encourage you to drop 

by our recruitment table after both services on Sunday, October 1st.  A friendly member of our Covenant 

Group Development Team will be happy to answer your questions and provide information about this 

wonderful opportunity for spiritual growth here at Eliot.  Also, you are welcome to contact us anytime via 

email at covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org. 

The Covenant Group Development Team will meet on Sunday, October 22 at 12:15 pm in Rev. Jim's office. 

The Covenant Group Facilitators will meet next on Wednesday, November 1 from 7:00 – 8:30 pm in  

Adams Hall. 

 

mailto:covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org
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2017 Fall All Read Groups  
are forming NOW!  
 

“All Read” groups are designed for people interested in enhancing their spirituality around social justice issues 

of race and privilege. We do this by reading the same book and discussing it with 4–8 people from Eliot Chap-

el. Participants can sign up for a convenient time and location to explore, discuss, and internalize the issues sur-

rounding social justice and racism facilitated in a book discussion format. 
 

There will be two choices for Fall ’17 All Read groups: 

For those beginning their journey, the book Waking Up White by Debbie Irving is suggested.  
 

For those who have participated in other All Read sessions, the SJA committee has selected William Barber’s 

The Third Reconstruction.  It was the UUA’s Common Read last year and is available in inexpensive paperback 

and Kindle formats. (It also supports the UUA’s Beacon Press.)  
 

Decide which book and group is “just right” for you! Sign up Sundays in Adams Hall at the All Read table or 

download a sign-up form through the Eliot web page.  

“What can I do?  The problems seem so big! 
 

This is a common response to the political, social, and envi-
ronmental problems of today. Facing issues with your Eliot 
companions is one answer. There is strength in numbers – 
strength for you in your personal journey and strength to 
confront the big issues. This church year Eliot’s Social Justice 
in Action has teams working on Racial justice, Economic jus-
tice, Environmental justice, Immigration, Democracy and Gov-
ernment, LGBTQIA issues, and others. Eliot’s teams and com-
munity partners have already enjoyed successes in bringing 
wider attention to important issues! Opportunities include 
service, education, advocacy, and witness.   
 

We also will be continuing the Living the Pledge to End Rac-
ism program begun last year. The program includes work-
shops and training to enable each of us to deepen our per-
sonal commitment on a daily basis to end racism. 
Watch for more information in our weekly publications.  
 

Contact the social justice steering committee 
(socialjustice@eliotchapel.org) for more information. 
We want to get to know you and help direct you to an 
effort that suits your passions. Also, look for the SJA 
table in Adams Hall most Sundays during coffee hour.  
 

Mark your calendars for the first Tuesday each month Sept-
May for SJA Assemblies and team meetings. This is a great 
way to learn more and to enjoy fellowship!   
 

Steve Mennerick,  
Chair, SJA Steering Committee 

Working for Eliot, Our Community, and Our World 

Tour EarthDance Farms  
with the Environmental  
Justice Team 
 

The Environmental Justice Team invites you 
to join us Saturday, October 7 on a tour of 
EarthDance Farms. EarthDance Farms is an 
organic farm and teaching facility located in 
Ferguson. We will meet at the Ferguson 
Farmers Market at 10:30 and ride the free 
trolley to EarthDance Farms for a tour of the 
garden. For more information, please contact 
environmentjustice@eliotchapel.org.  
 
The Environmental Justice Team has its next 
regular meeting on Monday, Oct. 16 at 7:00 
pm in room 005. New members are welcome. 

http://www.debbyirving.com/the-book/
http://www.beacon.org/The-Third-Reconstruction-P1139.aspx
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/eliot_finances_future.pdf
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:environmentjustice@eliotchapel.org
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Social Justice Assembly 

Helping Former Prisoners  
Gain Productive Lives 
Tuesday, October 3 
7:15-9:00 pm in Adams Hall 
 

Our speaker, Jeff Smith, is Execu-
tive Vice President of Concordance 
Academy, an organization offering 
integrated and holistic services to 
those returning to the St. Louis 
area from prison. The program re-
cruits prisoners in Missouri who are 
within six months of their release 
and then provides counseling to 
them while they are still in prison. 
After release, clients receive an entire year of wrap-
around services in education and job readiness, employ-
ment, substance abuse and mental health cognitive and 
relationship skills, housing, and community life. 
 

Smith, a former Missouri state senator, is the author of 
Mr. Smith Goes to Prison: What My Year Behind Bars Taught 
Me About America’s Prison Crisis. He is now back in St. Lou-
is, devoting his life to helping former prisoners gain pro-
ductive lives.  
 

There will be an opportunity for attendees to learn from 
community volunteers who are working with Concord-
ance Academy clients as they strive to become productive 
members of the community, and to consider forming an 
Eliot volunteer team. For more information, contact  
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org. 

Hands on Kirkwood  
October 7, 8 am to around noon 
 

Join Eliot Chapel’s Social Justice in Action folks in a morn-
ing of service to the Kirkwood community. Originated by 
Kirkwood Baptist Church, this effort covers a variety of 
service options for a “mission blitz” of the community. 
We have chosen three projects where Eliot members can 
work together, but you are free to choose your own! 
 

Father Dickson Cemetery Clean-Up:  Volunteers will re-
pair, restore, and preserve the cemetery.  Must be will-
ing to get dirty and be on your feet. 
 

Kirkwood Park Honeysuckle Removal:  Volunteers will 
cut down overgrown honeysuckle.  Tools and eye protec-
tion are provided by the park.  Must be willing to get 
dirty and be on your feet. 
 

Donation Distribution:  Volunteers will sort and box 
donated items for delivery to local resource centers .  
May be able to sit and sort. 
 

Volunteers gather at Kirkwood Baptist Church, 211 North 
Woodlawn, at 8:00 am for coffee and bagels and to pick 
up an event t-shirt. Work groups head out to projects at 
9:00 and return to Grace Episcopal Church, 514 E. Ar-
gonne for food and entertainment around 12:30 pm. 
 

To Register, go to www.kirkwoodbaptist.org/
community/hands-on-kirkwood and click on Projects. 
Also, please email your names and chosen project to  
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org so that we will know how 
many Eliot members participate in this service. Let’s see 
what Eliot Chapel can do! 

KirkCare Needs Us! 
 

KirkCare is the food pantry serving those living in the Kirkwood School District attendance area and the pan-
try is in NEED! There have been some school food drives, but the food has not yet arrived at the pantry and 
the shelves are BARE. Currently, there is a need for stew, chili, canned chicken, fruit, peanut butter, 
canned pasta and cereal. These protein sources are particularly important–think “meal.” No one has to do eve-
rything, but you can do something. Consider putting a bag in your car that will spark a memory to buy one or 
more of these items that next time you grocery shop. Then, the next time you come to Eliot, just drop off your 
groceries in the small cart outside of Adams Hall. 
 

Might you be interested in volunteering for KirkCare? Currently, we need people to deliver food to those in 
need in and near Kirkwood. This involves filling a couple of bags of groceries from the pantry at Webster Hills 
United Methodist and taking the food to families. Training is provided for this job and you can work around 
your schedule and availability. E-mail us for more information at kirkcare@eliotchapel.org. 
~ Karen Gender for KirkCare 
 

Vigil for Hope & Healing  
EVERY Tuesday at 6:00 pm 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.kirkwoodbaptist.org/community/hands-on-kirkwood/
http://www.kirkwoodbaptist.org/community/hands-on-kirkwood/
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:kirkcare@eliotchapel.org
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On the Calendar 

 

Women’s Alliance 
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual  
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at  
9:30 am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing 
to a local destination. All women are welcome.     

October Meetings 
Tuesday, October 3 - The Women Who Made New York by Julie Scelfo.  Discussion Leader - 
Julie Triplett 
Tuesday, October 17 - Redistricting: Why It Is Important.  Coordinator - Carol McKirgan 
Tuesday, October 24 - Living Insights Center.  Coordinator - Doris Yohe 

42nd Annual  

Renaissance Madrigal  
 

Eliot’s 42 nd Annual Renaissance Madrigal is fast approaching! 
 

Eliot Chapel’s annual fund-raising festival of theater, music, and 
merriment leading into the holiday season will be held on 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights, Nov. 30 - Dec. 2, 2017.  
 

Enjoy an original play, written and staged by members of Eliot Chapel, interwoven with music of the sea-
son from the Greenleaf Singers and local recorder society, all set in our beautiful Sanctuary, decked out in 
Renaissance Christmas finery, with appetizers, dessert, and beverages served during the performances. 
 

Reservations are available now, and soon the Madrigal Team will be in Adams Hall after Sunday services 
to take reservations and sign up volunteers to handle the myriad tasks required to stage this ambitious 
production. Be prepared to join in the fun or, if you are a proactive sort, you can join the Madrigal Team 
to help with planning or organizing. 
 

For more information, go to www.eliotchapel.org/specialevents or contact Ken Denson at madrigal@eliotchapel.org. 

The Pastoral Care Associates will be meeting in October on the following dates: 
• Thursday, October 12 at 7:00 pm in Rev. Jim's office 
• Tuesday, October 17 at 1:30 pm in the Jr. High Room 
 

Grief Group Meetings 
Please know that our grief group continues to meet on alternating Thursday after-
noons in the Sanctuary and everyone is welcome.  Our upcoming meetings in October 
are scheduled for: 
Thursday, October 5 from 3:00 –  5:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
Thursday, October 19 from 3:00 – 5:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
 

Prospective Member Meetings 
Are you interested in membership at Eliot Chapel?  You are welcome to join Rev. Jim 
and members from our new member team every third Sunday of the Month in the 
Triplett room after each service to discuss questions about Unitarian Universalism in 
general and Eliot Chapel in particular.  Our upcoming October meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday, October 15th at 10:30 am and 12:00 noon in the Triplett Room. The meet-
ing will be facilitated by Rev. Jim. 



 

 

Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 

P a g e  1 1  G r e e n l e a v e s ,  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7  

Each month Eliot recognizes individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness,  
hard work, and committed joyful spirits! If you have someone to nominate for Volunteer of the Month,   
let us know at office@eliotchapel.org.  

Unitarian Universalist leader.  Ministry partner.  UU 
musician.  Peer advocate.  Congregational leadership.   
These are just SOME of the adjectives which describe 

the qualities and gifts which Eliot’s October 
Volunteer of the Month shares with the Eliot 

congregation and wider Unitarian Universalist 
community. 
 

Ian Pallares has been an active participant in Eliot 

life for over a decade.  While growing up at Eliot, Ian 
actively participated in the Religious Education (RE) 
program, Chalice Choir and, in 2010, was a member of 
the national UU Children’s Choir and attended his first 
General Assembly (GA) in Minneapolis.  Since joining 
the Senior High Youth Group in 2014, Ian has served as 
a UU leader at Eliot in numerous capacities.  He is an active participant in worship services, frequently shares 
his gift of music with the congregation, is a trained sound system technician, leads youth group activities for 
his peers, served as a facilitator for the Eliot 2020 Mission & Vision Values Discovery Process in 2015, and enjoys 
participating in youth activities at Eliot, Bergfried, and in the larger UU community.        
  

Ian is a graduate of the 2016 UU Youth Midwest Leadership School and represented Eliot at the 2017 UU 
General Assembly in New Orleans.  In addition, he’s been recognized by the UUA as a Luminary Leader for 
outstanding UU leadership in his congregation and beyond. 
 

Thank you, Ian, for all of the ways you enrich the Eliot and wider UU community through your presence, gifts, 
and service to others. 

We extend our condolences to  
Eliot families who have recently  
lost loved ones. 

The family and friends of  
Curt Kristofitz who passed away on 
September 2. 
 

Rev. Barbara and Robert Gadon as they mourn  
the passing of Rev. Barbara's brother, Steve.  
  

Gary & Pat Gray and their family as they mourn 
the passing of Gary's sister.  

  

  

  

  
Eliot Chapel welcomes our newest 

members! 

 

David and Melissa Gehrke 

Pastoral Care 
Please remember that Rev. Jim Crawford and Eliot’s Pastoral Care Associates are available to provide spiritual and 
emotional support to members and friends of Eliot Chapel. If we can be helpful to you, please feel free to contact 
Rev. Jim at 314-821-0911or jcrawford@eliotchapel.org. He is available on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and most Sundays. 

mailto:office@eliotchapel.org
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Eliot Chapel Clergy 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon, 

Lead Minister 
 

Rev. Jim Crawford, 

Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. John Robinson, 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Eliot Chapel Staff 
 

Scott Stewart, 

Director of Religious Education 

Christie Lee, Asst. Director of 

Religious Education 
 

Jan Chamberlin, 

Music Director 

Dr. Leon Burke III, 

Choir Director 

Pianists: 

   Dr. David Nalesnik 

   Gail Hintz 
 

Camille Novak, 

Administrator 

Christie Lee, 

Administrative Assistant 

Debby Lovell, 

Communications Specialist 

Myron Simms, 

Facilities Manager 

Ed Liebman, 

Sunday Custodian 

 
 

October Worship 

Sunday, October 1 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“The Courage Of These Times, Part I” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon  
This Sunday, we re-launch our all-church initiative, Living the Pledge to End 
Racism. With the ongoing protests for justice, a militarized police response and 
no clear solution in sight, many of us are discouraged. But we have the 
capacity as a community to equip and encourage one another for the long 
haul. Rev. Barbara will explore some of the inspiring ideas of Bryan Stevenson, 
an Alabama attorney for death row inmates and founder of the Equal Justice 
Initiative: to get ‘proximate’ and change the narrative. Featured musicians: 
Shannon & Greg Davis, guitar and vocals; Eliot Choir. 
 
Sunday, October 8 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
"The Courage to Live Joyfully" – Rev. Jim Crawford 
Courage is demanded of us in these uncertain times. In the midst of fear, there 
is an opportunity to embrace joy. On this Sunday, come and take time to 
reflect on what it means to choose joy and courage. Featured musicians: 
Klezundheit! Klezmer Band; Women’s Chorale. 
 
Sunday, October 15 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Church Work in the Diaspora" – Rev. Koppandi Zoltan 
We are excited to host Rev. Zoli, one of our Unitarian ministers from 
Transylvania. He led a vigil for the group of Eliot "pilgrims" who visited 
Transylvania last year, and we were captivated by his warmth and passion for 
our faith. His service will explore the spiritual discipline of planting churches 
and building community. He will also share with us some of daily life for our 
Hungarian Unitarian siblings living in Romania today. Featured musicians: 
Children’s Chalice Choir; Flo Reaves, violin; Chamber Singers. 
Rev. Koppandi Zoltan serves communities of Hungarian Unitarians in Southwest 
Romania and in Deva, the "Mecca" of Unitarians, where UUs make pilgrimages 
every year to celebrate and honor the founder of our Unitarian Faith, Bishop 
David Ferenc – or Francis David.  
  
Sunday, October 22 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“The Courage Of These Times, Part II” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon  
We continue our exploration of living with integrity and an open heart in 
difficult times. Rev. Barbara explores more of the wisdom of Bryan Stevenson, 
an Alabama attorney for death row prisoners and founder of the Equal Justice 
Initiative: staying hopeful and doing uncomfortable things. Featured 
musicians: Eliot Choir. 
 
Sunday, October 29 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 
“Courage and Death” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon  
Facing death, whether our own or that of someone we love, takes tremendous 
courage and support. We will enact our yearly tradition of honoring Dia de los 
Muertos, and our beloved dead. Please bring a photo or memento of a loved 
one to add to our shared altar. Featured musicians: Women’s Chorale. 
 
 
 

Sunday Services 

9:30 and 11:00 am 
September – May 
 
10:00 am only 
Memorial Day through  
Labor Day 
 

October’s worship theme is Courage. 


