
Children’s Religious Education FAQs
Winter/Spring 2022 (January-May 2022)

Updated January 4, 2022

Below are some potential FAQs parents/caregivers may have about the upcoming months in the
Religious Education program for children (current as of January 4, 2022). Please note that ALL
program details and plans are subject to change anytime due to the ongoing nature of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

When do in-person worship services begin, or resume?
Outdoor worship service resumed on Sunday, September 12.   Indoor worship services resumed on
November 20-21 with the annual Bread Service.

● UPDATE: On December 26, 2021, ONLINE worship resumed due to the surge in Covid cases in
St. Louis County. As of January 4, 2022, all worship activities in January 2022 are ONLINE.
The situation will be reevaluated later this month as February plans are considered.

What is the age range for children’s programming? For the Winter/Spring semester, children’s
programs are being designed for children in 7th grade and younger, or the homeschool equivalent.

Are we meeting in-person, on Zoom, or both?
In January 2022, all children’s Religious Education gatherings will be online via Zoom.   Circumstances
will be reevaluated later this month

Are we meeting indoors, outdoors, or both?
In January 2022, all gatherings for children are ONLINE via Zoom.

When and where will RE gatherings occur?
The specific details for each Sunday will be shared with registered families via email each week.   In
January 2022, RE gatherings for children will occur from 9:15-9:45 on Zoom.

What is the primary focus of RE sessions in January? Beginning January 9, we’ll be exploring a
four-session series on Zoom titled “Spirituality, Songs, and Stories”.  This unit features the storytelling
and songs of Lea Morris, who is collaborating with the UU Soul Matters program to share wisdom
stories and music on a variety of spiritual themes from multiple religious traditions. Check out
more about Lea Morris and her work HERE and HERE.
.

Are we required to mask during in-person RE activities? When in-person activities resume,  all Eliot
members and friends who are two (2) and older are required to wear masks during Eliot activities,
regardless of their vaccine status. This is a congregation-wide expectation.   The only exception is while

https://www.thisislea.com/bio
https://www.hopesingseternal.me/stories


consuming food and drink (during offsite events) or for infants & toddlers who are not yet two years of
age.

May children attend worship in the sanctuary when in-person services resume?
YES, during the 9 a.m. service, which is open to vaccinated adults, children too young for vaccines, and
children in the process of receiving their vaccines.  The 11 a.m. service is for fully vaccinated individuals
only.

Is nursery care available during in-person services?
YES, during the 9:00 service MOST Sundays.   The nursery space has been moved to Room 003 and will
be open during the 9:00 service most Sundays and staffed by Tim Bubb, LaTosha Crayton, and Anna
Beck.

Are activities available for preschool-age children during the worship services?
YES, during the 9:00 service MOST Sundays.   For preschool-age children who need more freedom of
movement, supervised play and activities will be provided in Room 002-003.   Weather and
adult-availability permitting, time may also be spent on the Eliot Chapel Nursery School playground..
Supervised activities will be led, most weeks, by Tim Bubb, LaTosha Crayton, and Anna Beck.

Is there Children’s RE during the 11:00 service?
No, not at this time.   All children’s programs are during the 9:00 a.m. service.

Can we stay after in-person worship service to socialize?
YES.   Eliot members and friends of all ages are encouraged to gather outdoors for socializing following
the service.  Adams Hall will remain closed at this time.

What about longer-range plans (February 2022 and beyond)?
Eliot staff members have been asked by Rev. Barbara to plan programs and activities in short increments
(4-6 weeks at a time). At this time (January 2022), our primary focus is transitioning programs to
Zoom for the upcoming month. Planning for February and beyond will begin as soon as possible and
continue in short increments (4-6 weeks at a time).

What about the Our Whole Lives (OWL) programs for children?
At this time, all Our Whole Lives sexuality education programs remain on hold, including programs for
both children and youth.    More background information and OWL resources, including parent & family
resources for when OWL is on hold, can be found HERE.

http://www.eliotchapel.org/ou_whole_lives


What protocols are in place to reduce the risk of spreading or catching Covid-19 in the children’s
program during in-person activities?

In addition to the Eliot-wide protocols, the following protocols and expectations are in effect:

● Nursery & Preschool: Health & Safety Protocols (developed in collaboration with the Eliot Nursery
School director)

● Health & Safety Protocols for Kindergarten-7th Grade

● As of November 2021: All workers (staff and volunteer) who work directly with children under
the age of 12 are required to be vaccinated for Covid-19. With the transition to indoor activities,
it is ALSO the expectation of Eliot leadership that all individuals who are eligible to receive
vaccines will do so, including adult members, friends, staff, and youth who are 12 and older.
Questions or concerns about this expectation should be communicated directly with the
lead minister, Rev. Barbara Gadon.

● Parents and caregivers are expected to keep their child(ren) home when they are sick, are
showing possible symptoms of Covid-19, had close contact with a person with COVID-19, are
awaiting test results, or tested positive for COVID-19.    This expectation also applies to all adults
in the Eliot community, including the staff and program volunteers who work with children.

We look forward to a great year together.   Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have additional
questions.

Scott Stewart, D.R.E.
Christie Lee, A.D.R.E.
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