
 
 

Who Celebrated a 30th Anniversary? 
 
We at Eliot Chapel did!  On June 16, 2022, Eliot Chapel was recognized by Room at the Inn for 
serving the homeless community for 30 Years! Yes, 30 years ago, a group of committed 
churches worked with the Sisters of Divine Providence in Bridgeton, Missouri to create an 
emergency shelter for homeless people from St. Louis County. The Sisters used their building as 
the day shelter.  There, they provided parenting classes and health screening services to 
families.  Then, each night, the maximum of 20 guests were picked up by two different 
congregations for dinner, a warm bed and breakfast before being shuttled back the next 
morning to the day shelter in Bridgeton.  This took incredible faith, trust, and frankly, guts. Faith 
that the congregations would fulfil their commitments, trust that the oh-so-complicated 
logistics would work, and guts—after all: Who are these people?  Do they have mental illness?  
Are we safe to do this? What happens if a woman goes into labor? (Yes, we had this at Eliot, 
and she safely got to the hospital before delivering) But, you know what, this group of mission-
driven believers made it work and work it did—for 30 years! 
 

 
 
During these 30 years, Eliot Chapel served as one of those 60 congregations on the first, 
second, third and if there was a fifth Thursday of EVERY month.  No other congregation served 
that often.  A most conservative calculation has us serving 1,120 nights as hosts to the 
homeless.  That means 2,240 times a congregant slept overnight at Eliot Chapel, 2,240 times an 
Eliot member agreed to pick up dirty sheets, launder them and return them in time for the next 
Thursday.  6,240 times someone from Eliot agreed to drive a car (later we used Room’s van) 
and transport either from the shelter to Eliot on Thursday or from Eliot and to the shelter on 
Friday morning.  And the cooking!  We had individuals who cooked, we had covenant groups 
who cooked, we had teen groups and families who pooled their time and resources and broke 
bread with our guests.  It was a mitzvah of major proportions! 

 



Then, as we say so often, Covid came. 
 
The shelter had to “shelter in place,” and I’m so happy to report that they’ve done so, 
brilliantly! The world has changed a lot in 30 years.  Thankfully, the community at large is much 
more aware of homelessness, and the emphasis is not to get a family “home ready” as it was in 
the past, but the tenet of success is “Housing First.”  Room at the Inn was established as an 
emergency shelter, with the expectation that clients would stay no more than 30 days.  The 
problem was that more permanent shelter was not available within that timeframe and in 
some instances, clients were at the shelter for very long stretches of time—a different church 
every night of the week.  Additionally, the clients had to be back at the shelter by 4:00 to get 
the ride to the congregation.  This prevented them from taking many job offers.  A few years 
earlier, the Sisters of Divine Providence were aging, and they decided to move their convent 
back to Pennsylvania.  They generously gifted the building in Bridgeton to Room at the Inn. This 
meant that when Covid hit, Room could spread out, give each family their own room.  They 
were then gifted some refrigerators and freezers from churches, they got a construction 
company to paint and make repairs on the building and a grant helped them improve their 
playground for the children living there. The clients can cook at the shelter which contributes to 
feeling “at home.” The staff all report that the shelter is much less frenetic, and Room is more 
able to truly prepare their clients when they get permanent housing.  Room at the Inn now 
works with Home Sweet Home to assure that clients are moving into a space with the furniture 
and basics necessary for a life.  
 
What’s next?  Currently, Room at the Inn has worked with an architectural firm to design some 
more significant changes in their building.  They reported that they have had County approval 
every step of the way.  They have had no opposition, largely because the shelter is in an 
industrial court, so there are no neighbors living near.  They are working to get a large grant to 
make the 1.5 million dollars of improvements that would make the building ideal and would 
allow them to serve a few more people.  
 
What can Eliot do?  Since the start of Covid, Eliot has used a month’s split collection to fund 
Room at the Inn for one night per month ($150).  Room at the Inn is most grateful for this, and 
we will continue.  If you live in St. Louis County, you can let someone on the County Council 
know that you are in favor of having Room at the Inn in the county for the homeless.  If you 
would like to volunteer, Room often has openings for someone to answer their phone.  Shifts 
are varied and flexible.  They could also use people to read to or tutor children after school or 
during the summer.  They often need drivers to take clients to medical appointments or to 
transport kiddos to various camps.  Room is also raising money for operations as well as the 
improvements to the building.  They are hosting a golf tournament on August 22 at Old Hickory 
Golf Club in St. Peters, and they have openings for six more foursomes.   More information is on 
their website.  Room at the Inn will continue to evolve.  While we will no longer be hosting, I’m 
happy that Eliot can support them as they move into this next phase knowing that we are 
helping homeless individuals get into a safe and secure place to call home. 
 
Karen Gender  

https://www.roomstl.org/
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