
Field Trip Guidelines for Religious Education Program 

There are many logistics involved with taking children & youth off Eliot Chapel property during 

Religious Education programming.  There are occasions, however, when offsite activities are 

appropriate and desirable.   

If you are thinking of taking a trip offsite (even if it’s just across the street) and believe it makes 

sense for your group, please note the following guidelines: 

 Please notify the Religious Education staff at least 30 days in advance so that we can 

discuss the proposed outing and necessary details. 

 

o The Director of Religious Education (or, in his/her absence, the Assistant Director 

of Religious Education), will consider field trip proposals on a case-by-case basis 

and may consult with other Eliot staff prior to making a final decision regarding 

the proposed outing. 

 

 Teachers and advisors proposing a field trip are responsible for clearly communicating 

all pertinent details (location, cost, what to bring, etc.) of the outing to the RE staff well 

in advance so that parents/guardians can be notified accordingly.  

 

 Any Religious Education class or youth group participating in a field trip should have a 

clearly identified team member who serves as the point-of-contact with the Religious 

Education staff. 

 

 If Eliot Chapel organizes travel arrangements for an approved outing, the following Safe 

Congregation Policies are in effect (Section 2, Part b, items vi & vii): 

 

o Drivers must be at least 25 years of age. 

o Drivers must have a current Driver Background Check on file with the church 

office prior to driving for an official Eliot Chapel event. 

o Drivers should have two or more children/youth in the car when transporting 

children or youth to and from activities.  The only exception is when the driver is 

transporting a child/youth with prior parent approval and notification of the 

Director of Religious Education (DRE). 

 

 There must be one seat belt for each passenger and the driver.  No sharing of seat belts 

is allowed.   

 



 It is recommended that children & youth under the age of 13 ride in a backseat. 

 

 Adult chaperones participating in a field trip are encouraged to exchange cell phone 

numbers prior to departure. 

 

 Children & youth participating in a field trip must have a permission form (or some 

other form of written consent) on file from a parent or guardian prior to the outing.   

 

o Parents/guardians should note on the permission form any pertinent medical 

needs their children or youth may have which adult chaperones should be aware 

of during the outing (if applicable). 

 

 The Religious Education staff may elect to limit attendance on any church-sponsored 

field trip to officially registered youth and, if needed, establish an attendance capacity 

for the event in order to ensure that the event is safe and manageable for youth and 

adult chaperones alike. 

 

 Eliot Chapel youth who are of legal driving age are not permitted to drive other youth 

during church-sponsored field trips or official youth group outings.    

o Youth may drive themselves to/from a field trip location if arrangements are 

worked out in advance between the youth’s parent/guardian and the Religious 

Education staff. 
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