
Eliot Chapel’s 

2021-2022  
Stewardship Campaign 



The depth of your abundance depends on the depth of your gratitude. 
Seek abundance and give back in amazing ways. 

 

We are excited to announce the timeline for the 2021-2022 stewardship 
campaign. We have an abundance of ways for you to participate this 
year as we together recommit to Eliot for the year ahead. 

Don’t forget, you can submit  
your creative expressions for the  

Artful Abundance Contest 
by March 18. 

Join us for a special worship service as we invite 
you to contribute to the stewardship of our 
church community and pledge your support. This 
celebratory service will include a sermon from 
UUA President Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, as 
well as testimonials from Eliot members and a 
performance from the Eliot Choir. 
 
Submit your pledge card 
 
A family friendly outdoor gathering to reconnect 
with our Eliot community. Our cars will be our 
home-base for this event. We will enjoy music, 
entertainment, and have opportunities to re-
engage with fellow members. Event is being 
planned to follow all CDC COVID-19 guidelines 
to ensure safety for all participants. You will have 
the opportunity to submit your pledge card at this 
event if you have not already done so. 
 
Announcement of Stewardship Campaign results 
 
Board review and approval of budget for Church 
Year 2021 - 2022 

March 14 
Stewardship Sunday  

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 14 - April 10 
  

April 10 
CARnival Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 9 
   

May 11  

See more about the stewardship campaign at  
www.eliotchapel.org/OpenDoors.  

http://www.eliotchapel.org/opendoors
http://www.eliotchapel.org/opendoors


It might be easier to think of abundance by 
starting with its opposite – scarcity. When we 
come from a place of scarcity, everything feels 
tight, pinched and not enough. As a young adult 
without transportation in Minneapolis, I have a 
body memory of this. I lived in an apartment 
that was six blocks from the bus stop. In winter 
walking those six blocks home after work in sub
-zero temperatures took forever. I would 
sometimes think I wouldn’t make it. I can still 
feel in my body how cramped I was – vainly 
trying to create warmth all by myself. That is a 
space of scarcity. There was so little room to 
relax in that space, to feel human.  

When we come from a place of abundance, we have the opposite feeling. 
The space around us grows wider, we feel looser and more open. We 
relax. Of course, my walk home from the bus would come to an end. I 
would swing open the door to our lovely old duplex and the heat felt like I 
was stepping into a warm bath. I would tromp up the steps and my 
roommates would have made cocoa and toast, inviting me to strip down 
a few layers and settle in.  

We have known cold and bitterness this year through the pandemic, and 
the threats to our democracy. We have known loss and uncertainty about 
who would make it through. And while we could not physically swing 
open the peaked, red doors and step inside our church, in so many other 
ways our doors have been wide open, inviting people in from the cold. 
We have cared for each other and our world, staying connected, reaching 
out by phone, with care packages for our youth and making pen pals 
between our elders and our children. In worship, we have swung our 
doors open even wider than we could normally – reaching people in 
nursing homes, dorm rooms, hospitals, or many states away. And when 
we have been invited in and thawed out, we are better able to live a more 
abundant, compassionate life.  

As you know, the abundance that is Eliot Chapel comes from all of us. I 
invite you to help to keep it going this year. Please give generously. 

     In Faith,  



Social distancing in the past year has not meant 
doing without church for Eliot members - it has 
meant experiencing the church in a different 
way, as community during Sunday morning 
coffee hours on Zoom, as concerned advocates 
for racial equity in the Tuesday online vigils, as 
beloved congregants checking in with one 
another via e-mails, text messages, and phone 
calls, as developing friendships in virtual 
Covenant meetings, and of course, as 
participants in the weekly online service. There 
are so many ways in which Eliot members reach 
out beyond the walls of the building to capture 
the true meaning of church.  

Eliot Chapel is my church, one that embodies 
what a religious institution can and should be. I appreciate Eliot’s doors being 
open, figuratively, if not literally, to those who are marginalized. This is a 
church I feel compelled  to support - through words, actions, and 
contributions. It is where I feel most at home. This is why I will be increasing 
my pledge this year. Eliot’s abundance is not of gold or marble, but of the 
richness of its purpose.   

We started coming to Eliot in 1974 and 
became members several years ago. 
Throughout the years we have been in-
volved in many activities, currently focus-
ing on the Black Lives Matter Vigil and the 
Immigration Justice Team. We are truly 
grateful for the opportunities these activi-
ties have given us to interact with so 
many talented, dedicated Eliot members. 
These experiences have truly enriched 
our lives and have given us an abun-

dance of love and caring from other members! In addition to that we have 
always been grateful for Eliot’s commitment to social, racial and economic 
justice, since we too have had a lifelong commitment to these goals. 
Throughout our time at Eliot we have been committed to the financial stabil-
ity of Eliot. This has led us to make monetary contributions through Pledge 
Drives and Special Fund Drives. Although the Pandemic has been very 
difficult for all of us, our family has decided to increase our 2021-2022 
Pledge by 10%. We hope that you will consider giving as much as you can 
to support Eliot Chapel. 

In love and hope, Barbara and Howard Gilby  

Kathy Becker 

Howard & Barbara Gilby 



See full testimonials at  
www.eliotchapel.org/OpenDoors.  

I grew up in a relatively large Catholic family 
and attended Catholic schools. My husband 
Bob grew up Presbyterian. As individuals, 
and as a couple, we both have explored   
non-Western spiritual traditions, while occa-
sionally attending church with our families. 
The openness to multiple faith perspectives 
as well as diversity of perspectives at Eliot 
has been very comforting and enriching. 

While volunteering and investing in my com-
munity has always been a part of my core 
values, I’m particularly drawn to supporting 
Eliot financially. This is because this commu-
nity stands strong for social and environmen-
tal justice causes which are quite important 
to all of us at this time. I consider my contribution to Eliot an investment in 
our collective future. Our generosity as the Eliot community to reach out in 
solidarity, and humility, with determination to make the world a better place 
for all is quite profound. As our family is fortunate to be in a modestly com-
fortable financial position, especially when so many others are truly suffering, 
Eliot receives a large share of our charitable contributions each and every 
year. We are all very grateful for all that we receive in return. I’m now asking 
you to think about all you receive from Eliot and in turn consider making a 
generous (for you) pledge to support Eliot, its programs and this shared vi-
sion of a better future for all. 

My path to the doors of Eliot 
was indirect. I was raised 
Presbyterian, but did not feel 
connected to formal rights 
and rituals. Over time I real-
ized that I wanted to belong 
to a community that 
was thriving and facing out-
ward. A community that 
“opened its doors” to the 
world, welcoming  people in, 
and proactively doing good 
for others. It took a few years to sort out where we fit in but we found our 
place at Eliot. Alissa, as a theater teacher, found a place supporting the 
Christmas pageant. Noah joined the Senior Youth group, and Levi the Mid-
dle School youth program. We have attended marches, BLM vigils, All 
Reads, Covenant Groups and social events. I was invited to join the Nomi-
nating Committee. And, each year, we’ve pledged to give to Eliot. I believe 
that a gift to Eliot is a gift that has a positive ripple effect that will touch 
many lives and bring lasting abundance to everyone in our community.  

Louise Bradshaw 

David Rowan & Family 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/opendoors


In a year of challenges, the Eliot community continued to advance its mission 
and values.  
 

We welcomed new staff in 2020 to help achieve Eliot’s mission and serve the 
community: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing groups are virtually thriving! 

 Social Justice – All groups are continuing and fulfilling their mission of advocat-
ing for social issues. Even the Tuesday night vigil has become a virtual event! 

 Young Adult Group – The group meets weekly on Discord to maintain commu-
nity, enhance emotional support during the pandemic, and have some fun, like 
game nights.  

 Covenant Groups – 140 members in 15 groups have stayed connected and 
nourished 

 Women’s Alliance members have mastered tech skills thanks to Eliot staff and 
continue to meet monthly. Cards are sent to those who are ill, elderly, or      
recently bereaved. 

 Attitudinal Healing and A Course In Miracles – The focus on spiritual teachings 
has been vital in helping participants cope with the pandemic, political chal-
lenges, and racial tensions. 

 KirkCare and Room At The Inn – Eliot members continue to make donations to 
support these programs as they accomplish their goals. Eliot has committed to 
giving $150/month to Room at the Inn to offset meal costs.  

 All age groups are thriving in Religious Education. The Choir continues to sing 
and make beautiful music. Pastoral care continues to connect with those that 
are healing, those that are grieving, and those that are isolated. 

 

New Groups Have Opened their Doors 
Spirit In Practice groups have formed and new meetings led by our Ministers 
have evolved in Joys and Sorrows, book clubs, Psalms, Inquirer series and 
Lunch with the Ministers. Outreach calls have been carried out to check in on 
each member of the Eliot family.  

 Rev. Krista Taves  Sarah Price 
 Minister of Congregational Life  Choir Director  
 Assistant Pastoral Care Minister 

See how your gift has made an impact this year at  
www.eliotchapel.org/OpenDoors.  

http://www.eliotchapel.org/opendoors


Dedicated efforts from staff and volunteers enabled us to transition smoothly to 
fully digital services, community-building, and events throughout the year. In a 
time of uncertainty, these changes allow Eliot to remain a vital part of each of our 
lives.  

Our new tools include: 

 Recording equipment for videotaping our ministers and musicians. 

 Editing software for music director, creating ability to combine individual cho-
ral singers into one virtual choir. 

 Three Zoom licenses through UUA to allow Eliot Chapel to hold virtual ser-
vices, as well as: 

 

 

 

 

Sustaining Eliot - Chapel & Building Improvements 

 PPP Loan: Received a forgivable Payroll Protection Program loan/grant  
available to churches through the CARES ACT that permitted Eliot Chapel to 
pay each of its 16 employees their fully budgeted salaries through August 
2020. Eliot received a second PPP Loan in February 2021.  

 Refinanced Eliot’s two mortgages (Chapel and adjacent property) into one 
mortgage with reduced interest rate to generate savings of approximately 
$20,000 per year. 

 Demolition and preparation of adjacent lot (222); also obtained a longer-
termed real estate tax exemption from St. Louis County Board of Equaliza-
tion for adjacent lot. 

 Improved Phone System: Update allows us to better receive messages and 
track calls. 

 Fire Repair: Tower repaired and repainted; kitchen repainted. 

 Expanded office space by building a fourth wall in the Garden Room. 

 Bathroom repainting and several upgrades, including repairs to Girls        
restroom damaged by leaking RE roof. 

 Security Enhancements: Installed exterior security cameras, providing     
videotape back up and search options. 

 Upgraded the keyless door/security software system with a new server. 

 Installed new 20-year thermoplastic polyolefin (TPO) 60 mil membrane roof 
meeting Cool and Energy Star ratings on the RE Wing. 

 Added cellular phone system in the elevator with 24 hour monitoring service. 

 Weekly staff meetings  

 Women’s Alliance meetings 

 Annual congregational meeting  
 

 Budget presentation to               
congregation 

 Covenant Group meetings  

 SJA meetings 



In a year when many found themselves in need, Eliot continues to rally to 
sustain and expand our charitable giving to support others. Highlights of 
last year’s giving included: 

 KirkCare Diaper Bank Campaign 

 Gift Giving Tree – $850 raised and numerous gifts delivered 

 Subsidization of the Eliot Nursery School 
 

Making a Difference for Immigrants 
In March 2020, the Immigration Justice Team in collaboration with CA-
PAS, a UUA organization, sponsored the release from detention for an 
asylum seeker, KG, a transgender woman from Mexico. Our Eliot com-
munity provided her housing, medical care, food, clothing and other daily 
necessities until she received her work authorization and was ready to 
move on to her next step. KG is now thriving in Colorado where she is 
employed, has her own apartment, and is studying for her English certifi-
cation which will allow her to put her Mexican university degree to use. 
Our work continues to advocate for the immigrant community – join us!  
 

Our Sunday Shared Plate continues to provide crucial support to local 
groups: 

UU the Vote 
Eliot members joined UUs around the country in 2020 
to fight for our values, expand democracy, and be part 
of organizing on the many issues we care about justice. 
A highlight was the passage of MO Medicaid for All. We 
joined phone banks, sent postcards, and had door-to-
door conversations prior to the November elections. 
The work continues in 2021 to focus on voter suppres-
sion issues and other issues raised during this spring's 
MO legislative session. 



Greetings, everyone.  

We all have our unique journeys to Eliot’s 
red doors. My first was in early 2007. It was 
then called ‘Social Justice Sunday’; the 
Sunday before Dr. King day. My own arrival 
story is too long to put here, but it involved 
the Belief-o-Matic internet quiz, which told 
me I was 100% Unitarian Universalist, but 
left me to discover what that meant on my own. As a mild-mannered Dead-
head, I understand that you find your people where you hear your music. 
That first Sunday featured Beatles and Peter, Paul and Mary. I knew I had to 
stick around. Fast forward 14 years…a lot has changed, both inside of Eliot 
and in the world. Eliot has remained an important part of my life, not just be-
cause of its music, but because of its consistent voice for social justice, its 
continued emphasis on spiritual development for all ages and how it wel-
comes and connects us, even in the long pandemic months. The work of 
keeping Eliot’s virtual and actual doors open is shared by all of us through 
our time, talent and treasure. I want Eliot to continue this work and intend to 
generously support its mission with my financial gifts. Together, we will re-
open our doors to the beloved community that we seek. 

Brian Krippner 

 
 
A message on the wider world of Unitarian Universalism 

As a Unitarian Universalist church, we are part of a national body – the UUA. 
We feel it in different ways. General Assemblies revive our spirits with thou-
sands of UUs from the United States and other countries. Our youth partici-
pate in training and conferences, forming lifelong friendships and values. 
And every week, the UUA contributes to our community life: from the stories, 
lessons and activities that shape our children’s faith, to social justice initia-
tives like “UU the Vote,” to the poetry and prose we hear in worship. 

We also depend on the UUA staff for their expertise and support – especially 
this year! As church leaders were making difficult decisions, the UUA       
assembled a panel to create guidelines for churches based on public health 
knowledge and our principles. They continue to reach out in support.  

In this unprecedented year, we need to cherish and nurture the larger body 
of which we are a part. As the Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, UUA president 
and daughter of this congregation, says: “This is no time for a casual faith.” 

Reverend Barbara Gadon 



Q: Why is it important to pledge?  
A: Our pledges allow the lead minister to plan Eliot Chapel’s budget for  
 the upcoming fiscal year that starts in July. Knowing how much money  
 is pledged permits funding for as many of our needs and wishes as  
 possible.  
 
Q: Why can’t I just put money in the collection plate on Sunday?  
A: This kind of giving, while generous, is not predictable. Not knowing  
 what funds will be available when we prepare our new fiscal year’s  
 budget each April forces very conservative planning and then possibly  
 missed opportunities. In addition, half of the Sunday plate is shared 
 with worthy, local causes.  
 
Q: Do I have to pledge to become a member? What if I cannot afford to  
 pledge?  
A: The Eliot Chapel By-Laws require that each voting member be “a  
 financially contributing member of record,” but the requirement to  
 pledge can be waived at the discretion of the Lead Minister.  
 
Q: How do I decide how much to pledge?  
A: Think about how much Eliot Chapel means to you and your family.  
 How has Eliot Chapel contributed to the abundance in your and your  
 family’s life.  What would life be like if Eliot Chapel were not here?  
 What dreams do you have for its future?  
 
Q: Will my pledge be made public?  
A: No, individual pledges are never published.  



Q: What if I lose my job or have some other circumstance change this  
 year?  
A: Pledges can be adjusted as circumstances change. Please  
 communicate with the Lead Minister, the Director of Finance, or the  
 Board of Trustees. 
 
Q: I teach RE and volunteer for Room at the Inn. Can that count as my  
 pledge?  
A: No, your gifts of time and talent are especially important and much  
 appreciated. However, unless Eliot has a strong financial base these  
 volunteer opportunities might not be available.  
 
Q: Do I have to pay my whole pledge all at once – or can spread it out  
 over the year?  
A: You can pay your pledge as you choose: weekly, monthly,  
 quarterly, or annually.  
 
Q: Can I sign up for automatic withdrawal or use a credit card to pay my  
 pledge?  
A: Yes. Just go to the Eliot website at eliotchapel.org and scroll down to  
 find ELIOTCONNECTS in the sidebar. For complete instructions, see  
 the enclosed “Giving Made Easy” brochure. If you have problems and  
 need additional help, contact the front office at  
 (314) 821-0911.  
 
Q: How will I feel after I make my pledge?  
A: FULL OF ABUNDANCE! 



The 2021 Stewardship Team thanks you  
for considering a generous pledge this year!  

See more about the stewardship campaign at  
www.eliotchapel.org/OpenDoors.  

Mirjam Collegeman 

Janelle Burger 

 

Mary Meihaus 

Francis Beecher 

Carolyn Burke 

Steven Harvey 

Ellen Duncan 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/opendoors

