
Supporting the war refugees in Ukraine (Part III) 

 

In the days following the outbreak of the war in Ukraine, the Hungarian Unitarian Church and its charity 

organization, Gondviseles/Providence, began to provide support to the refugees of the war in Ukraine and 

to those remained in their homeland. In April and May 2022 we summarized our activities during the first 

months of the war. Below we continue to report on our relief activities, summarizing the developments in 

till 18 August 2022. Please follow our organisation's Facebook page for continuous updates 

(https://www.facebook.com/Unitarius.Gondviseles.Segelyszervezet) 

 

 

Fundraising 

 

On 26 February, the leadership of the Hungarian Unitarian Church and the Providence Charity 

Organization launched an appeal to individuals, congregationa and private companies to help our fellow 

Ukrainians in need. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the financial donations 

received. Contributions from Unitarian and non-denominational donors throughout the Carpathian Basin 

and the United States of America, as well as other organizations and individuals, have so far reached 

US$208,000. We continue to welcome donations, ensuring that they are used carefully and efficiently for 

Ukrainian people. 

 

 

Accommodation, meals and other services for refugees 

 

Since the end of February, we have been hosting several Ukrainian refugee families in Cluj Napoca. We 

are providing safe shelter for an average of 50 people in church properties and private accommodation. In 

addition to accommodation, we also provide meals, in-kind donations, medical care, job placement, 

vocational counselling and occasional administrative assistance. Many of them have become our 

organisational partners, through whom we can directly and effectively connect with Ukrainian refugee 

groups in and around Cluj-Napoca, as well as with their communities back home.  

 

Educational and community activities 

 

A particular highlight of our aid activities is the launch of the Ukrainian kindergarten group, which has 

been operating since April 5 at the Unitarian Day Care Centre in Cluj Napoca. The activities of the group 

of 20 children are led by two Ukrainian kindergarten teachers.  

 

Another milestone was the launch on 15 June of an elementary class with 20 Ukrainian children in the 

János Zsigmond Unitarian College. Led by two Ukrainian teachers, the class members have been taking 

lessons in Ukrainian language (reading and writing), maths, English, geography, gymnastics and crafts 

over the summer. These children, aged 6-7, missed an important chapter in their lives, partly due to the 

pandemic and then to the war: learning to read and write and to count. With the help of these classes 

during the summer period they can catch up with the rest of the Ukrainian children of the same age. 

 

On 4-8 July 2022, we organised a camp for 21 Ukrainian refugee children at the Unitarian parsonage in 

Szind. The varied program was provided by 3 Ukrainian camp leaders and Zsolt Elekes, Unitarian 

minister. The children had the opportunity to participate in various activities, take a dip in the swimming 

pool in the village centre, go on excursions in the Torda gorge, and in the evenings they had a barbecue 

and sang around the campfire. We hope that in this way we were able to contribute to relieving the 

homesickness of Ukrainian children who fled to Cluj Napoca to escape the war and to help them cope 

with the absence of their loved ones back home.  

 



In addition, during the summer, in cooperation with other organisations, we organised several occasional 

community activities for Ukrainian children and youth in Cluj Napoca and in the surrounding areas. 

 

Shipments 

 

Since the beginning of the war, our aid deliveries have continued to be directed towards Transcarpathia 

and Southern Ukraine. Below is a summary of the main details of our shipments in recent months.  

Following the first two shipments in March and April, the third was handed over to the Diaconal 

Coordination Office of the Carpathian Reformed/Calvinist Church in Berehovo on 17 May, with the 

participation of Bishop István Kovács. This shipment, worth US$14,207, included non-perishable food, 

vitamins, health and hygiene products, candles, torches and other technical equipment.  

 

The delivery date for the fourth shipment to Transcarpathia was 14 July. This shipment, worth a total of 

US$13,775, included non-perishable food, mineral water, washing powder and cleaning products, 

mattresses, light bulbs and gas burners. 

 

On 10 August, we handed over our fifth shipment to the Coordination Office of the Transcarpathian 

Reformed/Calvinist Church. This latest shipment, worth of US$4,900, included canned food, vegetables 

and mineral water.  

 

Most of our previous shipments to Transcarpathia were used in refugee shelters run by the 

Transcarpathian Reformed Church, but some were sent on to the parts of the country directly affected by 

the war. Together with the leaders of the Transcarpathian Reformed Church, we would like to thank all 

donors for ensuring that the funds were put to good use!  

 

Here is a short excerpt from their latest letter of thanks: 

 

On behalf of the Transcarpathian Calvinist Church District, I would like to express my deepest gratitude 

for the selfless assistance we have received from the Hungarian Unitarian Church and the Providence 

Charity Organization so far, especially in the new era that began on February 24, 2022. It is uplifting for 

us that we always find open ears in solving our problems and tasks. Our Diaconal Department is in 

constant contact with local authorities, refugee centres and all our churches in Transcarpathia. Our 

ministers stay in their places, they persevere. Almost every church has refugees. Based on the information 

and requests we receive, we are trying to help them with non-perishable food, cleaning supplies, 

whatever they ask for (...) - Béla Nagy, lay-president of the TCCD , Director of the Diaconal Department 

 

The other destination of our shipments is Southern Ukraine, from where several refugee families have 

found shelter in our church buildings in Cluj Napoca and have become our helpers in various 

organisational areas. Since March, these families were the main source of information on the occasional 

needs of hospitals in Odessa and the surrounding area, which we have tried to help relieve with our 

donations. Our first two shipments in March and April have been followed by others in recent months.  

 

On 22 June, through our co-organiser Vladimir Skalsky, we delivered new donations to the hospitals in 

Odessa and the surrounding area of Lyubasivska: defibrillators, ecographs, generators, other hospital 

equipment, camp beds, mattresses, sleeping bags and other technical equipment, vitamins, medicines, 

hygiene products and non-perishable foods. The total value of our third shipment is US$16,667. 

 

On 11 August, our shipment was delivered to the hospital in Mikolajiv, which was damaged by the 

bombing. The shipment, which included medicines, medical equipment, a generator, vitamins and food, 

was worth a total of US$13,383. The organiser for the delivery was once again our co-organiser Vladimir 

Skalsky. The management of the hospital in Mikolajiv published on their Facebook page letters of thanks 

confirming the arrival of the goods, excerpts of which you can find below: 



 

Thanks to the support of the Gondviselés Organization (...) for the necessary medicines and medical 

equipment. The hospital is currently being repaired and cleaned up after the terrible destruction (...) 

There is still a long way to go before it is fully restored, but we are working on it, and the Hungarian 

people are helping us. We are sincerely grateful to our European partners for the support of the people of 

Ukraine and we hope that one day we will be able to welcome them as guests in the peaceful city of ships! 

(...) 

 

The leadership of the Providence Charity Organization the Cluj Refugee Task Force 

 

 


