TIMELINE

2019-2020

Canvass

We’re excited to announce our timeline for the 2019-20 Canvass.
We have special events planned on four consecutive Sundays:
March 17

“The Gift of Hope”

March 24

“Doing Something Else”

March 31

“Grace and the Art of Giving and Receiving”
Rev. Terry Davis will be our worship leader at these
9:30 and 11:00 am services at Eliot Chapel. You’ll have
the opportunity to turn in your completed pledge card
each Sunday. The Stewardship Team will be available
for Q&A following each service

April 7

Celebration Sunday with Jason Shelton,
renowned UU Composer
Jason Shelton leads us in a 10:00 am celebration at the
Clayton High School Auditorium with the whole Eliot
congregation! We’ll enjoy special music and have
coffee, goodies, and fellowship afterwards!

Clayton High School is located at 1 Mark Twain Circle,
Clayton, MO 63105.

Jason Shelton

From April 8 to 26, we’ll follow up to collect final pledges.
On May 5, we’ll announce the canvass results!

Don’t forget, you can turn in pledge cards
any of the four Sundays or mail them back anytime!

REV. BARBARA
GADON
A MESSAGE FROM

Rev. Barbara
Many people tell me that when they discovered the UU
church, whether it was Eliot or another, they were
surprised that there was a name for what they have been
all their life – Unitarian Universalist. More than just a
name, it had a history of championing justice and human
unity. You sensed that this was a people you could
belong to, a tribe. You felt that you were home.

It’s important to
come home to
yourself
in this time,

to reconnect with
your people.

In the past two years, we have needed this, all of this,
more than ever. There has been an assault on decency
and compassion for the most vulnerable. In our country
and others, we see governments trying to roll back
human rights, reneging on even the most modest
commitments to addressing climate change, and waging
war on immigrants. It would be tempting in the midst of
all this to get cynical, to put your head down, keep your
mouth shut, and wait it out – especially if you are
basically comfortable yourself. But when we do this, a
part of our spirit gives up and a piece of us dies. We
think in terms of survival and forget about who we really
are, and the world we dream of creating.
It’s important to come home to yourself in this time, to
reconnect with your people. It has been so for me. When
I get weary with the world, I think of you: Voting to
become a sanctuary congregation. Pledging to end
racism. Raising children and youth to have compassion
for people and to care about justice. I love being with my
people – those who understand how hard all of this is,
but are not willing to give up hope. My pledge to Eliot
Chapel is what keeps that hope alive. Please join me in
caring for this village of hope, this spiritual home.
In Faith,

TESTIMONIAL

Why I Pledge
I believe that one of my vital

Ellen Duncan responsibilities as a parent is to
provide my daughter with a nurturing, caring community
that exposes her to the world in a broad and expansive
way. Her Sunday morning RE and Our Whole Lives
classes, participation in the Christmas Pageant, and
sitting with adults she doesn’t know at a potluck
(without me!) are providing her with a solid core of
connectedness to community and spirituality which I so
value. For me, interacting with adults who are
passionate about spirituality and social justice helps me
to feel grounded and connected. Sunday services, my
Covenant Group, working in the nursery, and
participating in different initiatives have given me opportunities to meet new friends while
also finding people I have known for many years in the congregation. I support Eliot
Chapel with time and money because I believe that the work we do is important to my
family – and to our community at large.

One of my vital responsibilities
as a parent is to provide my daughter
with a nurturing, caring community
that exposes her to the world
in a broad and expansive way.

I’ve been an Eliot member
since 2003. Since that time,
lots of things have changed at Eliot, but among the
constants have been the Chapel’s lofty principles,
including Eliot’s stated values of inspiration,
compassion, and connection. Like many, I worry these
values are eroding in much of our society outside Eliot.
For me, Eliot provides a singular place to practice and
nurture these values, a place where I can have the
vulnerability to make mistakes in my attempts to live
better and to grow, in the care of like-minded
explorers. My fumbling efforts have even led me into
leadership positions at Eliot, opportunities that have
greatly fostered my personal growth. Eliot has also propelled me to take her values
beyond the Chapel walls by working with Social Justice in Action initiatives. My financial
contributions have grown over the years along with my appreciation of what Eliot offers
to me and to the world. Eliot receives the lion’s share of my family’s charitable giving
through our sustaining pledge.

Steve Mennerick

For me, Eliot provides a singular place to practice and
nurture these values, a place where I can have the vulnerability
to make mistakes in my attempts to live better and
to grow, in the care of like-minded explorers.

Beth Curtiss I support Eliot Chapel because I want to support the incredible staff

who make it my spiritual home. Starting in RE and Chalice Choir in 2nd
grade, my spiritual development has always owed much to those who work here, and that
continues to this day. From getting to pay forward my R.E. experiences as one of Christie
Lee’s 9:30 assistant teachers, to Rev. Barbara’s support and guidance when the Young
Adult Group wanted to give a worship service this fall (not to mention planning alongside
the amazing Tim Bubb and Noel Burke!), to the truly life-changing unconditional love and
mentorship I’ve received from the entire music staff and Jan Chamberlin in particular, the
Eliot staff rocks my world. They make this place possible with such acumen, humor,
graciousness, and dedication, and they all deserve financial compensation that reflects
their commitment. I will be raising my pledge this year in their honor.

I want to support the incredible staff who make it my spiritual home. . .
I will be raising my pledge this year in their honor.

LIGHTING
OUR WAY

Your Gifts
Make a Difference

Your giving to Eliot Chapel makes possible a vital social justice organization, a thriving
music program, and faith development for all ages.
Bequests from members provided the following improvements to Eliot:

 New Roof for Adams Hall, Eliot Chapel
Nursery School, and breezeway

 Keyless door pad entry to Adams Hall

 Accessible door entry to Adams Hall
 Video Camera/Audio Doorbell
 Sanctuary Ramp

BOARD

A MESSAGE FROM

Todd Stark,
Board President
I plan to give generously to Eliot Chapel during this
year’s canvass. Here are some of the reasons why.

Within,
Among,
and Beyond –
Eliot Chapel
fuels passion,
empathy and
truth to power.

Starting with me personally, and to put it simply, the Eliot
community provides me joy. I serve in gratitude, and it is
a comfort to know there are many of us growing in spirit,
awareness, and self. Eliot is a magnet – a gathering
place for liberal discourse, community and friendship.
Financial support is essential to provide the
compassionate care our Eliot community requires. Amy
and I know our teenage boys are nurtured and
supported by Eliot – often in cherished ways that are
hard to find (seriously the RE staff are amazing). Lastly,
Eliot is a vessel for the collective voice for justice that
this current world so desperately needs. The world
improves as Eliot becomes stronger, braver, and bolder.
Within, Among, and Beyond – Eliot Chapel fuels
passion, empathy and truth to power. I hope you’ll join
me by pledging generously to keep our fire of
commitment burning.

LIGHTING
OUR WAY

About
Eliot’s Finances

Where does the money come from to support the mission, programs, and worship that
we all participate in at Eliot Chapel? As you can see on the chart below it comes mostly
(83.5%) from our pledges.

Our Pledges
Contributions: Sunday Collection, etc.
Fund Raisers: Trivia/Auction, Madrigal, etc.
Rent: Eliot Chapel Nursery School, etc.
Other Funding: Interest, Transferred Funds, Special Gifts, etc.

Our expected total Revenue Budget for 2019-20 is $878,000. That is a lot of money, but
as you can see on the next page, a lot is accomplished.

LIGHTING
OUR WAY Your Giving Makes
Special Things Happen
at Eliot Chapel
SOCIAL ACTION
& OUTREACH

PASTORAL CARE
& COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

WORSHIP

FAITH
DEVELOPMENT

This chart shows the portion of our
resources that fund each area.
WORSHIP
includes Sunday services, special services, weddings and funerals.
FAITH DEVELOPMENT
includes our RE classes, as well as other
classes, seminars, and workshops for
children, junior and senior high youth, and
adults.
PASTORAL CARE &
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
includes pastoral care and counseling by
our ministers and the Pastoral Care Team
and also our covenant groups.
SOCIAL ACTION & OUTREACH
includes Room at the Inn, Partner Church,
gifts to organizations from split collections,
UUA support, AA and other organizations
meeting at Eliot.
There is always so much at
Eliot Chapel to be a part of!

FAQ

Questions
& Answers

Q: Why is it Important to Pledge?
A: Our pledges allow Eliot to plan for the coming year, knowing how much money will
be available permits funding as many of our needs and wishes as possible.
Q: Why can’t I just put money in the collection plate on Sunday?
A: This kind of giving, while generous, isn’t predictable. Not knowing what funds will
be available will force very conservative planning and then possibly missed
opportunities. In addition, half of the Sunday plate is shared with worthy causes.
Q: Do I have to pledge to become a member? What if I cannot afford to pledge?
A: The Eliot By-Laws require that each voting member be “a financially contributing
member of record,” but the requirement to pledge can be waived at the discretion of
the Lead Minister.
Q: How do I decide how much to pledge?
A: Think about how much Eliot means to you and your family. What would life be like
if it weren’t here? What dreams do you have for its future? The information on
Chapel finances and the Fair Share Contribution Guide in this booklet may help.
Q: Will my pledge be made public?
A: No, individual pledges are never published.
Q: What if I lose my job or have some other circumstance change this year?
A: Pledges can be adjusted as circumstances change. Please communicate with the
Lead Minister, the Office Staff, or the Board of Trustees.

Q: I teach RE and volunteer for Room at the Inn. Can that count as my pledge?
A: No, your gifts of time and talent are very important and much appreciated, but
unless Eliot has a strong financial base these volunteer opportunities might not
be available.
Q: Do I have to pay my whole pledge all at once – or can spread it out over
the year?
A: You can pay your pledge as you choose: weekly, monthly, quarterly,
or annually.
Q: During the Supplemental Drive last fall, I checked the box on the Pledge
Card to make mine a Sustaining Pledge. What does that really mean?
A: As a Sustaining Pledger you intend:
 to continue your pledge at the current level into the foreseeable future,
 to increase your pledge from time to time as your commitment to Eliot grows
and your financial circumstances permit.
We ask sustaining members to return a pledge card to confirm the sustaining
pledge each year.
Q: Can I sign up for automatic withdrawal or use a credit card to pay my pledge?
A: Yes. Just go to the Eliot website at eliotchapel.org and scroll down to find
AccessEUC in the sidebar. For complete instructions, see the enclosed “Giving
Made Easy” brochure. If you have
problems and need additional help,
contact the front office at 314-821-0911.
Q: How will I feel after I make my pledge?
A: Joyful!

LIGHTING
OUR WAY

Fair Share
Contribution
Guide

You may have asked yourself, “What pledge amount is right for me?” This table
(right) is an abbreviated version of the UU Fair Share Contribution Guide, and is a
tool to guide your decision. Consider the 4 commitment levels and which one best
represents your UU values and financial circumstances.

SUPPORTER

Eliot Chapel is a significant part of my spiritual
and intellectual life that I want to support. My
fair share financial commitment starts at 2% of
my income and rises to 6% as my income and
capacity rise.

INVESTOR

The Eliot congregation is my central community.
I am committed to sustaining the programs and
ministries of Eliot Chapel. My fair share commitment starts at 3% of my income and rises to 7%
as my income and capacity rise.

VISIONARY

My commitment is a clear demonstration of the
unique importance of this congregation and my
spiritual principles. My fair share financial commitment starts at 5% of my income and rises to
9% as my income and capacity rise.

TRANSFORMER

I am deeply committed to the congregation; my
contribution provides fuel for transformation and
is part of my spiritual practice in living out my
UU principles. My fair share financial commitment represents at least 10% of my income.

INVESTOR
3%-7%
of Income

VISIONARY
5%-9% or more
of income

TRANSFORMER
10% of Income

$20

3%

% of
income
3%

$60

$45

$30

5%

5%

5%

% of
income
5%

$200

$150

$100

$75

$50

10%

10%

10%

10%

10%

% of
income
10%

$850

$650

$400

$300

$200

$150

$100

Suggested

% of
income
2%
$30

3%

$90

5%

$390

10%

$1,000

Suggested

$12,000
2%
$40

3%

$160

6%

$510

10%

$1,250

Suggested

$1,000
$18,000
2%
$60

4%

$260

6%

$600

10%

$1,700

Approximate

SUPPORTER
2%-6%
of Income

$1,500
$24,000
2%

$120

4%

$425

6%

$750

10%

$2,500

Suggested

$2,000
$36,000
3%

$195

5%

$500

6%

1,190

10%

$4,000

pledge

$3,000
$48,000
3%

$255

5%

$625

7%

$2,000

10%

Monthly

$4,000
$78,000
3%

$300

5%

$1,020

8%

$3,600

pledge

$6,500
$102,000

3%

$500

6%

$1,500

9%

Monthly

$8,500
$120,000

4%

$680

6%

$2,800

pledge

$10,000
$150,000

4%

$1,250

7%

Monthly

$12,500
$204,000

5%

$2,400

Monthly
pledge

$17,000

$300,000

6%

Adjusted
Annual
Income

$25,000

$480,000

Adjusted
Monthly
Income*

$40,000

*To calculate Adjusted Monthly Income – ADD to your income level any unusual or periodic income such as inheritances, business income, anticipated investment
income, etc. SUBTRACT any unusual expenses such as large medical expenses, care of a parent, or other large financial expense.

PLEDGE

How to Make
Your Pledge

YOUR PLEDGE CARD
You’ll find a personalized
pledge card in this packet.
Be sure to complete both
sides of the card.

WHERE’S MY
PLEDGE CARD?
If you forget to bring your
card, visit the Stewardship
Team in the DuBois Library
after services. They will
have extra cards and can
answer any questions you
might have.

CONTACT

Questions?

RETURN YOUR
PLEDGE CARD
Bring your pledge card on
any of the four Canvass
Sundays and place it in the
Special Pledge Card Box.
OR
Mail your pledge card using
the self-addressed
stamped envelope.

PAY OPTIONS
For information on all the
easy ways to make your
pledge, see the enclosed
brochure, “Giving Made
Easy – Many Ways to Pay
Your Pledge.”

You can always contact the front office at 314-821-0911
to ask for help in paying your pledge.

UUA

The Broader World of

Unitarian
Universalism

Our Chapel’s involvement with the Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA) has changed a lot over
the last several decades. Some of us can remember a
time when Eliot was a member of the UUA and little
more. Now UUA congregations throughout the country
are served by past intern ministers who served here
and by members of our congregation who have studied
for the ministry; we are a teaching congregation. Our
Junior and Senior High youth are deeply involved in
Regional and National UUA activities, and include 14
Luminary Leaders. Music Director Jan Chamberlin is a
music leader certified by the UUA. At the last UUA
Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray
General Assembly the Eliot contingent was the largest
UUA President
of any congregation represented. Eliot Chapel has the
largest UU membership in the state of Missouri.
We called on the UUA when we were searching for a new minister and aren’t we glad
for the help and the result? We are able to take advantage of Religious Education
materials available from the UUA, including the sought-after OWL sexuality education
curriculum. Our ministers, professional staff, and Board of Trustees rely on timely,
expert assistance from our regional and national UUA offices. Our endowment and
other corpus funds are invested with the Unitarian Universalist Common Endowment
Fund. And of course, the current UUA President is a daughter of this congregation and
began her religious education here.
As our UUA President Susan Frederick-Gray said from our pulpit:
“This is no time for a casual faith. As Unitarian Universalists, we are first and foremost
religious communities, religious communities that practice love as our foundation – and
we are living in times of heartbreak, violence, struggle, and pain. In this time, we need
communities that remind us of our humanity.”
At this time in our nation, we need voices like the UUA to provide support for our voice
as we work to live up to our Vision:
Creating a just world through vibrant, beloved community

Eliot Unitarian Chapel may be covered with snow but it still holds the Fire of Commitment!
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Front Cover, from top left: Eliot youth welcome folks to Ingathering; Eliot folks carol at the DeGreef Hospice House; our Eliot chalice; the Tanakas, a founding family at Eliot;
canoeing during Men’s Advance; Eliot members on a Partner Church trip to Transylvania; Eliot members take part in Hands on Kirkwood.

