
SAMPLE LETTER TO EDITOR 
 

TIPS FOR WRITING A LETTER THAT WILL BE PUBLISHED (excerpts from New 

York Times article on the subject): 
  

 Letters should be exclusive to the paper to which you send it.  

 Letters should be 150 to 175 words. Try to refer to an article (or the subject of an article) 

that has appeared within the last seven days include the writer's address and phone 

number. No attachments. 

 Don’t expect anything other than an automated reply. 

 Write quickly, concisely, engagingly and DO IT NOW. Interest fades quickly. 

 Don’t make up facts. If there is doubt, the publication won’t use the letter. 

 Don’t attempt to speak for Eliot Chapel. Your view is what the editor wants. 

 

 

SAMPLE LETTER TO EDITOR REGARDING  

ELIOT CHAPEL SANCTUARY DECLARATION 
 

To the Editor of the St. Louis Post Dispatch: 

 

I support the decisions described in your article Wednesday of churches like Eliot Chapel to 

become sanctuary churches. People like Alex Garcia (in sanctuary in Maplewood) have made a 

life, started families, married American citizens and welcomed children who are as well. They 

work hard, pay taxes for services they can never use, and ask only to be left alone—just like me.  

They are not “illegal aliens”. That’s a character in a sci-fi film. They are Juana, Nelson, Araceli, 

Pastor Jose and Alirio, all in Sanctuary today. They are the fellow that mows your lawn, the 

contractor that installs your cable, the clerk at the check-out (even if they have PhDs and speak 

three languages). They take what work they can find and are grateful for the opportunity. But we 

have left these neighbors without rights or remedy. No wonder they seek the shelter of a church.  

Like my church. Like the 1100 other Sanctuary churches across this country. I welcome them.  

Because when you look in the face of an anxious father and tell him he must leave his home of 

20 years, his wife and five children, and return to a place of violence and misery, you cannot 

look in the mirror and see an American—or a person of faith. There has got to be a better way.  

Sanctuary allows us to find that answer without tearing another family apart.   

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Suzy Citizen 

123 Main Street 

Kirkwood MO  63122 

 

  
 


