Monthly Reflections
(By clicking on the blue numbers in the parentheses, it will bring you to the full readings on the
USCCB website)

SEPTEMBER
01Sep2020
WORLD DAY FOR PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION
Be a breath of fresh air

How do we pray for creation’s care? First, we praise the Creator, who shines in every tree, drop of
water, patch of sunlight. God’s meticulous, elegant creation nourishes us with food and sustains us with
beauty. Second, we educate ourselves to the “urgent challenge to protect our common home," as Pope
Francis puts it in Laudato si'. Third, we join prayer with action. Understanding the damage of climate
change, air and water pollution, loss of biodiversity, consider: What to do personally? As a family? A
neighborhood? A church? A nation?
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 2:10b-16; Luke 4:31-37 (432).
“They were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with authority.”
02Sep2020
Let them come unto us

One of the many striking features of Jesus’ ministry is the fact that he turned no one away. Whether at a
meal or preaching and teaching, Jesus welcomed everyone to share in the experience. All who needed
counsel or healing received it, regardless of rank or stature. Contrast this with policies in so many areas
of society that restrict those who can receive services, support, and aid. What does it mean to really
follow Jesus? At the least it means following his example and building a society that discriminates less,
shares more, and places the emphasis on responding to the needs of all people rather than the desires of a
few.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Luke 4:38-44 (433).
“At sunset, all who had people sick with various diseases brought them to him. He laid his hands on
each of them and cured them.”
03Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF GREGORY THE GREAT, POPE, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Dynasty, the papal version

Gregory was born around 540 in Rome, in an era when priests were still allowed to marry. Born into
Roman nobility, he came with quite a clerical pedigree, including at least one papal ancestor, Pope Felix
II, who reigned a century before Gregory was chosen pope by acclamation (another tradition of that era)
in 590. We don’t memorialize Gregory for his lineage, however, but rather for his humility. He preferred

monastic life to high office, resisted the trappings of power, and referred to himself as a “servant” of
God—language that was unprecedented coming from a member of the nobility. We can thank Gregory
not because he was great, but because he was good.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 3:18-23; Luke 5:1-11 (434).
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”
04Sep2020
Have faith in a historical perspective

Marriage customs were quite different in biblical times than they are now, involving some customs that
today would seem unsavory, to say the least, such as death by stoning for women who failed to pass a
"proof of virginity" test during the consummation of a marriage. Of course, no such proof was available
or expected of the groom. Not every custom from biblical days deserves to be admired, much less
perpetuated. A historical approach to biblical literature helps us separate the wheat from the chaff in our
heritage.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Luke 5:33-39 (435).
“Can you make the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them?”
05Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
She stood fast while others fled

The tradition of dedicating Saturdays not already set aside as memorials to Mary dates to the ninth
century. Though the origins of the tradition are not clear, Saturdays serve to remind us that Mary was
steadfast in her witness in the dark time between Jesus’ Good Friday Crucifixion and his Easter Sunday
Resurrection. Mary neither fled nor denied the son she loved and followed. We can recall her resolute
discipleship today and every Saturday and commit ourselves to stand vigilant in our own faith, even if at
times we stand alone.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 4:6b-15; Luke 6:1-5 (436).
“Have you not read what David did when he and those who were with him were hungry?”
06Sep2020
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Strive for rugged interdependence

Individualism—rugged or otherwise—has it perks. But what’s more rugged and infinitely more fruitful
is the spirit of communal interdependence. Jesus tells us not merely that there’s safety in numbers, but
that Christianity itself is in the balance. A loner Christian simply can’t be found. Even a hermit lives in
communion with the greater church. Our gathering hymn at the start of each Mass tells us why we come
together, whether in person or online: because Jesus is present in the love that passes between us.
Practice your Christianity in all of your daily contacts.

Today's readings:

Ezekiel 33:7-9; Romans 13:8-10; Matthew 18:15-20 (127).
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”
Sunday Spanish Translation
VIGÉSIMO TERCER DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
Lucha por una robusta interdependencia

El individualismo—ya sea robusto o no—tiene sus ventajas. Pero lo que es más resistente e
infinitamente más fructífero es el espíritu de interdependencia comunitaria. Jesús nos dice no sólo que
hay seguridad en los números, sino que el cristianismo mismo está en la balanza. Simplemente no es
posible encontrar a un cristiano solitario. Incluso un ermitaño vive en comunión con la gran iglesia. El
himno de nuestra reunión al comienzo de cada misa nos dice por qué nos reunimos, ya sea en persona o
en línea: porque Jesús está presente en el amor que pasa entre nosotros. Practica tu cristianismo en todos
tus contactos diarios.
Lecturas del día:

Ezequiel 33:7-9; Romanos 13:8-10; Mateo 18:15-20 (127).
“Porque donde están dos o tres reunidos en mi nombre, allí estoy yo en medio de ellos.”
07Sep2020
Stand for work

This year’s Labor Day is a difficult one for our country, with so many workers unemployed,
underemployed, or employed in high-risk settings as a result of the pandemic. In these tough times, let’s
remember the church’s teachings on the dignity of work and workers. The U.S. bishops have stated, “All
people have the right to economic initiative, to productive work, to just wages and benefits, to decent
working conditions, as well as to organize and join unions or other associations.” Stand up for workers’
rights today and every day.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 5:1-8; Luke 6:6-11 (437).
“Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath rather than to do evil, to save life rather than to destroy it?”
08Sep2020
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Find hope in Mary

One of the most beautiful prayers of the Catholic Church, “The Litany of Loreto” dates back to the
1500s and uses poetic language to proclaim the many titles and symbols of Mary. One of those
symbols—Mary as Morning Star—describes Our Lady’s relationship to Jesus and her role in salvation
history. Just as Earth’s morning star, Venus, emits the day’s first light ahead of the dawning of the sun,
so too does the birth of Mary provide a glimmer of hope ahead of the birth of her son. Turn to Mary
today with anything you might feel hopeless about.

Today's readings:

Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 (636).
“Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.”
09Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF PETER CLAVER, PRIEST
Care about body and soul

Saint Peter Claver (1581-1654) was a Spanish Jesuit missionary to the Americas who preached the Good
News by first caring for the physical needs of the people. When slave ships docked in the port city of
Cartagena, Colombia, Claver came with food and medicines to care for the African people who survived
the journey, because he believed that, “We must speak to them with our hands before we speak to them
with our lips.” In four decades in Colombia, he baptized more than 300,000 people, proof perhaps that
compassion borne of faith is the best means of evangelization. May compassion for everyone be the
means of our own sainthood.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 7:25-31; Luke 6:20-26 (439).
“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude and insult you.”
10Sep2020
Bible banter

While we may quote the Bible now and then, Catholics in general are less likely to quote scripture than
many Protestants, not because we don’t value scripture but because Catholics rely on tradition and
teaching alongside scripture. Individual Bible quotes tend to be emphasized less. Most believers will
spend a lifetime coming to understand and embrace their faith deeply. Next time you read the Bible, see
it as one more step on the journey to God.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 8:1b-7, 11-13; Luke 6:27-38 (440).
“Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give and gifts will be given to you.”
11Sep2020
What would Jesus do?

Religion has too often been weaponized. Criticism and even attacks on others are justified in the name
of “God.” Many a “holy” war has been fought with little understanding of a God who can be expressed
as compassion, mercy, and love in many and varied ways across religious traditions. As Christians, we
are called to measure our words and actions by the gospel of Jesus the Christ. This standard should
guide our choices, whether confronting injustice, voting for political leadership, or encountering a
stranger. As we pause to remember the victims of 9/11 and other terrorist acts today, let’s pledge to
resist all efforts to weaponize religion. How can love incarnate your entire being?

Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27; Luke 6:39-42 (441).
“Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your
own?”
12Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF THE MOST HOLY NAME OF MARY
Your litany of personal saints

Tony in West Side Story wasn’t the first to sing the name of his beloved, and the word “Maria” barely
contains his wonder. One of the first words heard by newborns is their name, reverently whispered by
parents. What name best will fit this little person? Throughout scripture, names carry significance: from
John the Baptist to Cephas/Peter to Jesus at the burial site calling Mary Magdalene after his
Resurrection. So is it any surprise that those who revere the Virgin Mary have cherished her name for
centuries? Take a moment to create a list of names, your personal litany of people who have nourished
or inspired you. Then pray it in thanksgiving for them.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 10:14-22; Luke 6:43-49 (442).
“No good tree bears bad fruit . . . for each tree is known by its own fruit.”
13Sep2020
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Share the wealth

Jesus tells the parable of the servant forgiven his large debt who then refuses to forgive a small debt
owed him. How could we not forgive others, when God has forgiven us so much? Someone always
raises the objection that you can’t let someone who kicked you once have another go at it. But that is not
what Jesus is asking us to do. He’s not asking us to be fools. He’s reminding us we’re all deep in the red
with a debt we can’t possibly repay. Be grateful we don’t have to.
Today's readings:

Sirach 27:30—28:7; Romans 14:7-9; Matthew 18:21-35 (130).
“‘Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’”
Sunday Spanish Translation
VIGÉSIMO CUARTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
Comparte la riqueza

Jesús cuenta la parábola del sirviente a quien se le perdona su gran deuda y luego se niega a perdonar
una pequeña deuda que se le debe. ¿Cómo podemos no perdonar a los demás, cuando Dios nos ha
perdonado tanto? Alguien siempre plantea la objeción de que no puedes dejar que alguien que te pateó
una vez tenga otra oportunidad. Pero eso no es lo que Jesús nos pide que hagamos. No nos pide que
seamos tontos. Nos recuerda que estamos en números rojos con una deuda que no tenemos la posibilidad
de pagar. Agradece que no tengamos que hacerlo.

Lecturas del día:

Sabiduría 27:30—28:7; Romanos 14:7-9; Mateo 18:21-35 (130).
“‘¿No deberías haber tenido piedad de tu compañero de trabajo, como yo tuve piedad de ti?’”
14Sep2020
FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
Cross purposes

It might seem strange to non-believers that the instrument of our savior’s torture and execution is the
symbol of our faith. But believers know that the cross represents Christ’s defeat of death; the symbol is
one of triumph. The entrance antiphon for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is: "We should
glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he is our salvation, our life and our resurrection: through
him we are saved and made free.” Reflect on how the crosses you’ve borne in your own life have also
led to freedom.
Today's readings:

Numbers 21:4b-9; Philippians 2:6-11; John 3:13-17 (638).
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not
perish but might have eternal life.”
15Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS
Pray for us, Mother of God

Yesterday was the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Today, in connection, we remember Mary
as Our Lady of Sorrows. Many saints and poets have tried to convey the weight of Mary’s pain. But it’s
Romanos the Melodist who, in the 500s, wrote the “Hymn of Mary at the Cross.” In it, Jesus reveals to
his mother the redemptive power of his suffering—plus, her role as our intercessor. He says: “Run,
Mother, announce to all that ‘By suffering he strikes the one who hates Adam, and as victor he is
coming.’” How can Our Mother pray for you today?
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27-31a (444); John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 (639).
“Behold, your mother.”
16Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF CORNELIUS, POPE, AND CYPRIAN, BISHOP, MARTYRS
Let compassion prevail

The third century was a terrible time of persecution for Christians, some of whom had either to deny
their faith or face death. Some rather understandably denied the faith in order to survive, but when
persecutions lifted, asked to return. Their desire for reconciliation caused an uproar. Pope Cornelius
faced strong challenges because he believed they should be allowed to return after a period of penance.
His friend and brother bishop, the learned Cyprian, sided with him in this decision. Their compassionate
response prevailed. Both men ended up giving their lives for the faith as Cornelius died in exile in 253
and Cyprian was martyred under the Emperor Valerian in 258. Follow the lead of these two early
Christians and let compassion have the last word.

Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13; Luke 7:31-35 (445).
“Love does not brood over injury.”
17Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF ROBERT BELLARMINE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Live in peace to rest in peace

Today is the Memorial of Saint Robert Bellarmine, a Jesuit theologian and doctor of the church. His
scholarly work inserted him into a number of the controversies of his day (late 1500s to early 1600s).
One of his many works still in publication is The Art of Dying Well, whose advice starts with the concept
that dying well (in peace, connected to God) depends on living well. Take a cue from this brilliant saint
and contemplate whether you need to make changes to be living well by Christian standards. It’s never
too late to get right with God.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 7:36-50 (446).
“But he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’”
18Sep2020
Holy honey!

We don’t often think about snacks in the Bible, but surprisingly they’re there! While there were likely
no cake pops or ice cream in the kitchens of our matriarchs and patriarchs in faith, they still had a sweet
tooth—especially for honey! Do an online search of the Bible and read through more than 60 references
to honey. Honey has become a symbol of God who can satisfy us with a most pure, joyful sweetness.
The Jewish celebration of Rosh Hashana recalls the significance of honey, especially remembering how
God cared for the Israelites in the desert by feeding them manna, which tasted like “wafers made with
honey.” On this first day of Rosh Hashana, let us, with our Jewish friends, wish one another a good,
sweet year ahead, trusting in the providence of God.
Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 8:1-3 (447).
“Accompanying Jesus were the Twelve and some women . . . and many others who provided for them
out of their resources.”
19Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF JANUARIUS, BISHOP, MARTYR
Relate to the world’s suffering

Reading the gruesome details of tortures like that of fourth-century Januarius, martyred by Emperor
Diocletian in 305, may make their suffering seem far removed from our daily experience. But it’s not a
huge leap to consider more ordinary sufferings today: of the unemployed, the victims of racial hatred,
trafficking, disease, or addiction. In the doctrine of the Mystical Body, all suffering is given meaning by
Christ’s. His Passion means that no one agonizes in vain, that all is redeemed. Consider a gift of
financial support to an organization like Catholic Charities, which helps alleviate the suffering of the
refugee, the hungry, the trafficked person.

Today's readings:

1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49; Luke 8:4-15 (448).
“Some fell into good soil and . . . produced a hundredfold.”
20Sep2020
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Grow your faith

Who gave you your first God lessons? On this Catechetical Sunday, we thank family members,
preachers, teachers, RCIA teams, and others who brought the Good News to us. We’re also grateful for
holy ones, like Venerable Mother Theresa Dudzik, who taught by their example. A remarkable
seamstress, Dudzik arrived in Chicago at age 21 after the Great Fire of 1871. She took the destitute into
her apartment and sewed to earn money to feed them. In time she founded the Franciscan Sisters of
Chicago to run homes, schools, day-care centers, and an orphanage. What will your own example teach
others?
Today's readings:

Isaiah 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a; Matthew 20:1-16a (133).
“Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near.”
Sunday Spanish Translation
VIGÉSIMO QUINTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
Haz que crezca tu fe

¿Quién te dio las primeras lecciones de Dios? En este Domingo Catequético, agradecemos a los
miembros de la familia, predicadores, maestros, equipos de RCIA, y otros que nos trajeron la Buena
Nueva. También estamos agradecidos por los santos, como la Venerable Madre Theresa Dudzik, que
enseñaron con su ejemplo. Una notable costurera, Dudzik llegó a Chicago a la edad de 21 años después
del Gran Incendio de 1871. Llevó a los indigentes a su departamento y cosió para ganar dinero para
alimentarlos. Con el tiempo, fundó las Franciscan Sisters (Hermanas Franciscanas) de Chicago para
dirigir casas, escuelas, guarderías y un orfanato. ¿Qué enseñará tu propio ejemplo a los demás?
Lecturas del día:

Isaías 55:6-9; Filipenses 1:20c-24, 27a; Mateo 20:1-16a (133).
“Busca al SEÑOR mientras puedas encontrarlo, llámalo mientras esté cerca.”
21Sep2020
FEAST OF MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
Rise up

Nobody likes paying taxes or has warm, fuzzy feelings about the IRS, but it seems tax collectors in
Jesus’ time had it especially rough—being lumped in with all manner of sinners. That is because tax
collectors were Jews who worked for the Romans, the enemy occupiers of Jewish lands, so they were
viewed as traitors by their people. Jesus sought them out for salvation anyway and led Matthew to a new
position: apostle and evangelist. What does it take to get a promotion like that? Merely “get up and
follow Jesus,” as Matthew did.

Today's readings:

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Matthew 9:9-13 (643).
“I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.”
22Sep2020
Trade stressed for blessed

Back-to-school September is such a stressful time for families. Add the reality of COVID-19—with
parents trying to work from home, kids’ schedules often up in the air—and it gets all the messier. Even
if you don’t have children at home, you probably know people who do and are stressing. How can we all
find balance? Honor the sabbath in whatever way you are able, by hitting the pause button—even for a
few hours. “Human life has a rhythm of work and rest,” says the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
“The institution of the Lord’s Day helps everyone enjoy adequate rest and leisure to cultivate their
familial, cultural, social, and religious lives.” Plan ahead for this coming Sunday.
Today's readings:

Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13; Luke 8:19-21 (450).
“To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD.”
23Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF PIUS OF PIETRELCINA, PRIEST
Listen from the heart

Saint Pius of Pietrelcina (1887-1968) is better known by his nickname, Padre Pio. He is said to have
borne the stigmata, the wounds of our Lord, for more than 50 years. To be sure, he was a man of prayer
and suffering, a Capuchin Franciscan priest who lived in a small Italian friary nearly all of his life.
However, the principal reason for his local fame was his ability to listen to those who came seeking his
counsel, to “read their hearts” and to offer them the love of God in the sacraments. His frequent message
to penitents, “Pray, hope, and don’t worry,” is a message for us to treasure and savor today.
Today's readings:

Proverbs 30:5-9; Luke 9:1-6 (451).
“He sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God.”
24Sep2020
Find the balance between law and freedom

Today’s gospel notes King Herod’s interest in Jesus, whom Herod likely saw as a threat. The tension
between political power and the moral and religious power of Christianity has been part of the faith
since its beginning. In Dignitatis Humane, the Vatican II document on religious liberty, the Council
“urges everyone, especially those who are charged with the task of educating others, to do their utmost
to form people who, on the one hand, will respect the moral order and be obedient to lawful authority,
and on the other hand, will be lovers of true freedom.” Sounds like a recipe for peace and progress.

Today's readings:

Ecclesiastes 1:2-11; Luke 9:7-9 (452).
“But Herod said, ‘John I beheaded. Who then is this about whom I hear such things?’ ”
25Sep2020
Keep the faith!

The coronavirus has taken quite a toll on Catholic parish and sacramental life. Nearly every bishop
responding to a recent survey said the pandemic has seriously affected the celebration of the sacraments
and rites and sacramental preparation programs in their dioceses. In addition, they report that the morale
of priests, lay ecclesial ministers, deacons, and chancery staff has been damaged by the long shutdown,
according to a survey out of Georgetown University. People are hurting at all levels of church life
because the very thing we thrive on—gathering together—has become problematic and potentially lifethreatening. Be patient and work with your local faith community to find safe and creative pastoral
responses. And keep faith alive in your own home and heart!
Today's readings:

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11; Luke 9:18-22 (453).
“There is . . . a time for everything under the heavens . . . a time to embrace, and a time to be far from
embraces.”
26Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF COSMAS AND DAMIAN, MARTYRS
Saints for this season

Today’s brother physicians are patron saints to a long list of healthcare workers, and also against
plagues. A brief year ago, biblical references to plagues and epidemics seemed quaint and far removed.
Our eyes have been opened to the enduring force of such outbreaks, however, and Cosmas and Damian
truly become saints for our time. Perhaps even more so when we learn they were Arab physicians from
the area now called Syria. Healing role models come from all backgrounds. Thank the frontline
healthcare workers in your own town. They are likely from diverse backgrounds as well.
Today's readings:

Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8; Luke 9:43b-45 (454).
“Fill us at daybreak with your kindness.”
27Sep2020
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Still time to change your mind

One of the lovely things about having a mind is that you can change it. A working brain takes in new
information, reflects on it, and makes connections. Sometimes the result is a revised perspective on ideas
you thought were chiseled in stone. People of faith also pray for wisdom and inspiration, which can be
troubling prayers to have answered if you’re banking on the status quo. Jesus told his followers that
folks they had counted out of the circle of grace were being counted in by God. A thoughtful faith will
be able to absorb the divine curveballs.

Today's readings:

Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew 21:28-32 (136).
“‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ He said in reply, ‘I will not.’”
Sunday Spanish Translation
VIGÉSIMO SEXTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
Aún tienes tiempo de cambiar de idea

Una de las cosas encantadoras de tener una mentalidad es que puedes cambiarla. Un cerebro que
funciona toma nueva información, reflexiona sobre ella y hace conexiones. A veces el resultado es una
perspectiva revisada de ideas que creías que estaban talladas en piedra. La gente de fe también reza por
sabiduría e inspiración, que pueden ser oraciones cuya respuesta sea inquietante si estás contando con el
statu quo. Jesús dijo a sus seguidores que Dios estaba contando la gente que ellos habían contado fuera
del círculo de gracia. Una fe meditada será capaz de absorber las estrategias divinas.
Lecturas del día:

Ezequiel 18:25-28; Filipenses 2:1-11; Mateo 21:28-32 (136).
"’Hijo, ve a trabajar en el viñedo hoy.’ Él dijo en respuesta, 'No lo haré.'”
28Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF LAWRENCE RUIZ AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS
Make an offering of your life

Saint Lorenzo Ruiz, patron saint of the Philippines and the first canonized Filipino martyr, died in 1637
and was elevated to sainthood in 1987. A Dominican-educated altar boy who grew up to become a clerk,
marry, and have children, he was falsely accused of murder and fled on a ship to Japan in the company
of missionaries. Once there, he was arrested and tortured for being a Christian, but he refused to recant
his faith and was executed, saying, “Had I a thousand lives, all these to Him shall I offer.” What
sacrifices are you willing to make for your faith?
Today's readings:

Job 1:6-22; Luke 9:46-50 (455).
“Whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”
29Sep2020 – ST. MICHAEL PARISH FEAST DAY
FEAST OF MICHAEL, GABRIEL, AND RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS
Pray for heavenly healing

Some Christians call today “Michaelmass,” for Michael the archangel. And indeed, among the three
archangels the Catholic Church honors today, the mighty Michael—depicted in art battling Satan—is
probably best known. Almost as well known is Gabriel, who announces to Mary that she will conceive
by the power of the Holy Spirit and bear the Messiah. Raphael is least familiar. But, as the angel most
known for healing—his name meaning “God’s medicine”—Raphael is arguably the heavenly help we
need right now. Ask for Saint Raphael’s intercession today, to heal a world reeling from a pandemic.

Today's readings:

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or Revelation 12:7-12a; John 1:47-51 (647).
“You will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending.”
30Sep2020
MEMORIAL OF JEROME, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Being a saint doesn’t make you perfect

Saint Jerome (345-420) is a highly regarded scholar of the church who translated the Bible from the
original Hebrew and Greek into Latin. He was also a complex human being whose crabby nature
sometimes complicated his life. In other words, he was fully human. In addition to his enduring Latin
translation, called the Vulgate, there are many homilies, quotes, letters, and commentaries attributed to
Jerome. This quote is one to contemplate on his feast day: “It is our part to seek, His to grant what we
ask; ours to make a beginning, His to bring it to completion; ours to offer what we can, His to finish
what we cannot.”
Today's readings:

Job 9:1-12, 14-16; Luke 9:57-62 (457).
“Let my prayer come before you, Lord. Daily I call upon you.”
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