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Worship Celebration 
Themes 

 
DESPERATE  

HOUSEHOLDS 
 

May 4    How Long, Lord? 
May 11  Purposeful Parenting 
May 18  Broken Promises 
May 25  Lessons From  
 Seasoned Veterans 
 

 HP GROWS has spent a considerable amount of time over the last few 
months talking to church members, visiting other churches, compiling the church- 
wide survey, and discussing the needs of the church. We have done so very prayer-
fully and deliberately. We believe wholeheartedly in Highland Park United Meth-
odist Church members and their desire to serve the Lord our God.  We acknowl-
edge that we currently have very strong and worthy church worship services, but 
we also see the need to grow, as God directs, in order to reach others in the name of 
Christ.  
 We met with the church council and numerous members who chose to be 
present on April 22nd at the church council meeting.  HP GROWS made its recom-
mendations with confidence that we were following God’s direction and vision for 
this church. There was good discussion following the presentation on several 
points. Overall, the group was very open to the recommendations. A motion to ac-
cept and implement both phase I and phase II was passed by a majority vote.  
 The date for implementation of the first two sets of (phase I) recommenda-
tions is July 1st, 2008.  The first Sunday for schedule changes will be July 6th, 
2008. The (phase II) recommendations for media upgrading will continue to be ad-
dressed by a new subcommittee. This committee will work with the church council 
to identify the specific needs and desires as well as selection of the vendor(s) to 
provide the installation of needed media tools.  Let’s call this committee “HP 
GROWS Media” for clarity purposes.  
 Below you will find the recommendations presented to the church council. 
Consider these recommendations part of continuing efforts to grow a healthy 
church that will enable us carry out His great commission of reaching out to those 
who do not know him, offering them salvation through Him. Some of these recom-
mendations are structural/technical and are recommended in a way that traditional 
United Methodists would consider appropriate for the sanctuary.  Other recommen-
dations affect services and times.  They essentially ask everyone to make accom-
modations in some form or fashion.  
 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7  
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Highland Park Group for Recommendations on  

Opportunities in Worship Services 

“ S H A R I N G  C H R I S T  W I T H  A L L ,  S E R V I N G  T H E  N E E D S  O F  
O U R  W O R L D ,  B E I N G  A  H A V E N  F O R  A L L  GO D ’ S  P E O P L E”  



��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

��	�	
��� 
�� �������� ������ �� �	
���	��
� ����� ��� ���
����
��
�� ���� ������� ����� ������ �� ������ ������� ���� 	���	 �� ��� �
���
����� 
�������� �� ����� ������ � ������ �����
!� "�����#�����!�$���
�	%���
�� �#
���� &������
!� '
����� (�����

�� �&��)��� ���
$
��
�
!� *����� "������ �+����
!� ,��
���� -����� ������ � "������
!�
#
��� -����	�� �"������ '���
���
!� %�	�� .������ �/���� / ������
!�
%���� �	+������ �%�	�� 0����
!� &��)������ /�
��� �/����� (����
!�
"������ #���
�� 1�������� �$���� �� .��� .
����
!� ,
����� (

�����
�,������� "������
!� ,����� �������� $����� �.��� .
����
 !� -�����
/��	��
�� ������ �� /���� $�
����
!� ,��
���� -������� �#� ��� '���
�
���
!� '����� �����
����� �/���
!� (��	�� $��	�� �'���� #���
�
!�
'
�	�� 1��	�� �'
��� -�������
�
!� ������ ������ �'
��� -� ������
�
�
!�#���/���
	��*������������'
����
!�������
���� ����0
����
$����
!� ��������� �	2���� �3��� ��������� 0�����
!� 2��� ���
�

����/�����,��
�
!�$�����45"����������������&���� ��
!�.�����
1������%����� #���
�
!� '
	��� $������
�� �%
��� -������ ��
!� .����
$
��
�� �0��� $
��
�
!� '�������� %����� ������� "������
 !� '�����
$���	�� �,����� "��
��
!� � %��� *
����� ������� *
����
!� (�
����
"	���)��� �'���� *�����
�
!� *���	��� 2���
�� �'����� '
� ��
�
!�
�����#����� �2�����1

������
!� '�����1������ �#���1�� ���
!�
����
�� �������� ���	����� �� ,����
���
!� %���� *��	�� �# ��� $��	��
������
!� "����� 2�� '�	��
�� �/
�� �� &���� 2�����
�
!� +� ���� /����
�.���� /���
!� '
2��� $
��
�� �'����� ������
!� %�	���� 0� .����
�,����� �� (���
!� ����
�� 1

��� �����
!� ������� �	����� �� �(����
0�.���
!� /����� .�	�����
��,����
���� .�	�����
�
!� "� ��� '����
�	+����	���%���0�	����
��

���� ��	�
����� ��	
����� #��� ,��
������6��
������� #������� � � $��� 0��� (������6� � ����� &��
�����!�&������*���������"
�������6��+�����$���	��
,
�������6� � 2����� 4������ � 2�� -
��6� � "������ ��
'
�� %�
��!� *���	���� �� ,������� �	,���!� 0
����
$
��
�!� -����� ���	�!� '����� (�������� � � 2������
-���!�$�����������6�0�	��4����

���������
�������������������� �

/�	���-������

������ �

 �!"� #�����'�����1����� �
#"�!"� "���/��
�!��-&20�7"-&.8�� �
� +���(������!�'
��'���
���!�#����'����
� �
���!�,�������%��!�'���#�����

�$�%&���'�$��$(���� �
�$��)�%�� �

*+,+" �� 0���
��$�
����!�96:;�
� '
���������������,�����
�����#����!�
� <;6:;�
*+##+" �,������%������!�96:;�
� '���������"�����
����+��������
� .
����)��!�<;6:;�
*+# +" � ,������/
��
���!�96:;�
� �����#���������	���)���"����
�!�
� <;6:;�
*+-*+" � 2����/����!�96:;�
� .�=����,����������'
�����#���
�!�
� <;6:;� �

#�!��$#�!��$#�!��$#�!��$� ���

���������
./�
#�0��%��$�����#1

## �2��$���3�
$�	4�$5��/�
2��%����3�

���6������"7!#,�

������(���� �

����������0
�8� ������#��������
������>�?�����
&��09��������:���/;��0� @����������
�����#������� �
��8�5�������
�
�0���� 
������ ������ 
�� ���� <��� !� ?� ��A:� ��� �� �� ��AB�
��8�����C��!�?���A:���8���	������������"�������!�<@ ��!�<;���A<D��

�����
��<���	
���$5���� "�������������!�C���� �
�4�.����5/�)��� "�������������!�D���AC�����
��� ��
���������C���>�@6;;�����
����5��0�������
������
�����		���)���$�	4���8
�0��0
���.��0
����=�
���
���%��.9���� 
������9���>�<D��

����
��&��%�./�
�� ����?���9���A9����"������������<;����
$��;
�	�0
����������'���09��>��)��� ����<<����
��;�0�����0
�8� ����<:���>�+������+����!�@6:;�����
��	
5�������
890� *����������<B���B���A?�����
�5
?�9�����������0�����:��@��0� "����������<9�>�C�����
���� �
���������<?���>�B�����
�<���%�/�������������
������50���
4� #������������DD��
�
����8��0���������0
���'���.�40
��� *����������D:��� �
$�		��
��������������-*09=�
��	
5����55�<�9
4���44��� ����D9���  



#�!���#�!���#�!���#�!���� ���

#� ��0�5�����88
����
-� ���05�������556���8�5���.�
��
./6��������.$�0.9�� 6����8���$9�4	��6�A���
.���0���4�
!� )��
���
55�6�%�.
55���	
096��9�������0��6�$�09��� ��5���6��55
����:5�./���
,� A���
;���)�


��6������A�����6��B�����
��
*� :��
����:�;;/
�6����
��������6�:��.������
�6���00 ������06��������5���
C� :�09�)�0�6���
05���A�����
D� ����	����
.9������6�)��
�5���	���E��6�$�����$��4� ��
 � ������9�0�0���6�A�.�
��
����
7� ��8
�����9�	6�A���
;�����88
����
#"�:��������/
���
##�$���5�)��.���
#-�)�50����������6���
8����		����00�
#!�$9�
��:��<�6�A�����A�.�
�6��������	����6�A�5
��� �����
��
#,�:��?�	
���0�<��06�:�
00����0��6�$9�4	��������6�$ ��0
��

A����6�(((�
#*�%
5�������
.9������6����0���0�49����
#C�A�������	6��9��������	����6����0
�����9�	�
# ����5����	
09�
-"�:���
.���
��9�	6�)�B
���5�F�����6������A�;;����6 ���0�5
���
55���
--�A���5��:����06���	��09����55�	��6�$��������0���
-!�������
�.96��
.9��5��������6���5�����88
���
-,����0��
5����
-*�����	�������0
��
-C����5
��:5�./<�55�
-D��������5.�	
��
- ��5��������6�A���
���.$5���6����0
���
556��	
5��� �<��
-7�����������
�5��6�������55���$���6�:�����������
� 80��6��
.9�5�����	5
�����
!"�:��
�����
5��6����
�����
�8�
!#�)��<�����5�6��
���0����
5��<�

������&������
�������������

���$(���%&������
�(��������

�(��%��)������
(�������&�����

A�$��$�����%���6�:����������:���&��(::��
A�������))&6��������������$&����������

:(%%&������6����:��)����)����������6���1
����������%�(��������'������������&�

$���%��������6���=6�����������$��$������� �

$�%�:���(���:(���)�&��

:���(������

��49
�����
�����6�)��891

0����;���5�����)�<������

�4�
5�C6�-"" �

� � � 8� � � : � � 0<� 
890�� 4� 
5� D�



��������	
��������	
��������	
��������	
� ��� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We thank everyone who has been participating in our Elijah 
Prayer Partner ministry.  Many of you have truly taken this 
ministry to heart and have not only been praying for your youth 
but have been sending them gifts to celebrate special days 
(Valentine’s Day, Easter, Spring Break, etc.)  I can tell you that 
your kindness and thoughtfulness have made our youth feel 
especially loved.  May 18th marks the end of this year’s Prayer 
Partner ministry and we will celebrate with the Elijah Banquet 
at 5pm on Sunday, May 18.  The youth look forward to meeting 
and getting to know their prayer partners over dinner, so please 
mark your calendars for this important night. 

Every other Friday evening between 7 
and 10 pm, the youth meet in the Fields 
Center for Game Night.  We have games 
of all types—video games and board 
games—set up at different stations.  We 
also usually 
have snacks 
provided.  All 
Highland Park 
youth and 
their friends 
are welcome 
to come out 
for a night of 
fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The UMYF Lock-in will take place from 8pm Friday, May 9th until 
8am Saturday, May 10th.  We will meet at the church before heading 
to the YMCA for a couple of hours of activities.  The gym and indoor 
pool will be available, so please bring anything you might need 
(swimsuit, tennis shoes, etc.) to enjoy our time there.  We will then 
head back to the church to spend the rest of the evening playing 
games, watching movies, and the like.  Feel free to bring any board 
games and video games you think the group may enjoy. 
 

If you come to the YMCA, you must stay for the rest of the lock-in. 

Join us every other Tuesday morning at 
7am in the senior high room for our 
youth prayer breakfast.  We will meet 
together over doughnuts and coffee to 
talk about how things are going and to 
spend time praying about the things 
going on in our lives and the lives of our 
families and friends. 
 
Our meeting dates for the rest of the 
school year are May 6, May 20, and 
June 3.  We look for to seeing you 
there! 
 
 

Sunday, May 4: 
UMYF 5:00-7:00 pm 
 
Tuesday, May 6: 
Youth Prayer Breakfast 7:00 am 
 
Friday, May 9 - Saturday, May 10: 
UMYF Lock-in 8:00 pm-8:00 am 
 
Sunday, May 11: 
UMYF 5:00-7:00 pm  

Sunday, May 18: 
Elijah Banquet 5:00-7:00 pm 
 
Tuesday, May 20: 
Youth Prayer Breakfast 7:00 am 
 
Friday, May 23: 
Youth Game Night 7:00-10:00 pm 
 
Sunday, May 25: 
Memorial Weekend (No UMYF) 

� � 8 � � , �



 
 
 

 
May 7th we will meet from 5-6pm to practice for Confirmation Sunday in sanctuary. No supper. 
May 11th is Confirmation Sunday. Confirmands will be confirmed in the 10:30am service.  
Meet Shawn in the Narthex at 10:00am. 
 
Thanks to Josie Stratton, Lora Ruggiero, and Jean Tomlinson for providing meals during the 
month of April. 
 
Thanks to Pastor Ray, Pastor Neal, Dr. Tim, and Shawn for teaching classes! Awesome job! 
 
Thanks to parents and confirmands! 
 

 
June 8-August 10, 2008 

 
Needed: Summer Sunday School Teachers &  
Shepherds  
 
We are in need of adult teachers and shepherds to 
help with our experimental Rotational Summer Sun-
day School (for grades 1 through 6th; 10:30am).  
 
The role of a teacher: to plan and implement 
weekly lessons in the curriculum that will provide 
each child with an opportunity to learn and grow in 
faith and to nurture each child so that she or he will 
experience the love of Christ through you. We need 
teachers who can teach children through one of the 
following: cooking, art, video, games, science, mu-
sic, or storytelling.  
The role of the Shepherd: to build relationships 
with the children in the class to which you are as-
signed and to nurture each child so she or he will 
experience the love of Christ through you. You will 
also assist teachers in the classroom. 
 
Please contact Shawn Howell if you are able to help 
with this ministry and/or would like an indepth ser-
vant description: 662-1233, ext. 14 or email 
shawn.howell@hpumc.net. 

 

                                                                           

      
       June 23-27, 2008 
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May 8, 2008 

Please join us at 11:45am for our luncheon 
prayer with the Kindergarten. Our speaker 
TBA.  Menu: lasagna, salad, bread, dessert. 
The cost is $5.00/person and reservations are 
requested. Call Shawn Howell at (843-662-
1233, ext.14) or email Shawn @ 
shawn.howell@hpumc.net . Hope to see you 
there!  

Senior Trip to Iris Gardens 
Swan Lake 
Sumter, SC 
May 22, 2008 
8:30am-3pm 
Registration Deadline: May 8 
Cost : $10/person (includes transportation,  
lunch, tour of garden) Contact Shawn Howell. 
 

�

 

You are invited to join a Remembering Your Story group that will meet 
once a week for 10 weeks this summer. Date and times TBA. 

You will view the events of your own life and listen appreciatively to other 
people’s stories, as we share and write our stories. Working both in a small 

group and with a spiritual friend you will recall your own faith story, listen to 
others’ faith stories, reflect on biblical stories, and preserve your story as a 

legacy for future generations. Sharing is encouraged but voluntary.  
Writing experience is not necessary. 

For further information or to sign up, please contact Shawn Howell @  
662-1233, ext.14 or email shawn.howell@hpumc.net. 

Adult Sunday School  
Training  

Sunday, May 25 
2-3pm 

Fields Center 
Contact Shawn Howell to sign up today! 

 
Prepare to teach your classes this summer by brushing 

up on your history of the Bible and knowledge of  
different images of Christ. 

 
Childcare provided  

by reservation. 
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Your kindness and sympathy are more 
deeply appreciated than any word of 
thanks can express.  My Dad always 
enjoyed  your fellowship when visiting 
with you. 
The Greatest Generation has lost an-
other member.  
Thank You, 
Chuck Sears Family 

I would like to thank everyone for the won-
derful support my family and I received dur-
ing and after the sudden loss of my mother 
(Betty Sansbury).It is such a blessing to be 
surrounded by such wonderful church fam-
ily. I cannot begin to express how special 
your prayers, cards, meals, flowers, and 
memorials in her name meant to us. 
Much Love, 
Susan Postell & Family 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The first set of (phase I) recommendations is organizational/operational: 
1. Reduce the Sunday morning services to two with one Sunday School 
hour (strongly supported in the surveys). 
 One traditional and one contemporary (Connection).  
    9:00 - 10:00 Connection Worship Service 
   10:00 - 10:10 Fellowship time 
   10:10 - 10:50 Sunday School 
   11:00 - 12:00 Traditional Worship Service 
2. Add a time of fellowship. (A priority noted in the surveys) 
3. Start the new worship service schedule for the summer. (July 6th) 
4. Keep the Connection in the Fields’ Center until sanctuary is enhanced 
with media, then move it to the sanctuary. 
 HP GROWS acknowledged that pastor Ray Litts has already made 
strides in the following, but encourages the church’s efforts in asking for, 
listening to, and following God’s direction for our church and its worship 
services. Therefore the following (phase I) recommendations were made. 
1. Develop a worship team. 
2. Increase use of laypersons for announcements, readings, and prayer (both     
 written and unrehearsed). 
3. Develop a drama team. 
4. Increase use of testimonies and altar calls. 
5. Open and encourage youth to usher. 
 HP GROWS reported that Highland Park United Methodist Church 
has historically offered good solid worship opportunities. However we felt 
the church council needs to expand the methods and avenues in which we 
offer these worship services here at Highland Park. Council noted that we 
are currently well behind in the use of technology that other vibrant 
churches in this community are using to help reach out to those who are 
unchurched and have no relationship with Christ our Savior.   
 These next set of recommendations come as a second, but very im-
portant, phase II.  They are to update the church with today’s media tools.  
1. Upgrade/repair the current audio system. (Noted as important in the sur-
veys) 
2.  Add video and digital capabilities/usage to the sanctuary (To view a bap-
tism, children’s moments, scriptures, or music if desired) 
3. Expand the offerings of our worship services to the HP web site 
(visually) and on DVD/CD as a new ministry tool. 
     Thank You, Cathy Edwards 
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Our Staff 
Mary Virginia Taylor, Bishop                          Janice Frederick-Watts, Dist. Supt. 
Ray Litts, Senior Pastor        Neal Woods, Associate Pastor                      
Shawn Howell, Director of Christian Education  Gwen DuRant, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Davis, Minister of Visitation   Staci Lyerly, Music Director  
Beth Prosser, Kindergarten Director Evelyn Childers, Organist  
James Timmons, Custodian    Margie Edwards, Nursery Coordinator  
                  Barbara Buffkin, Angie McCutchen, Stephanie Williams, Nursery Workers    
      Contact Us 

Highland Park UMC, 1300 Second Loop Road, Florence, SC  29505 
Telephone: (843) 662-1233; Fax: (843) 665-5692 

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday, 8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.  & Friday, 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
www.hpumc.net 

Email: Church Office -  gwen.durant@hpumc.net 
Senior Pastor  - ray.litts@hpumc.net   

Associate Pastor - neal.woods@hpumc.net 
Dir. Christian Ed - shawn.howell@hpumc.net 

Kindergarten - beth.prosser@hpumc.net 
Newsletter Material Submission: hpnews@hotmail.com  

June Newsletter Deadline: May 10 

�
Highland Park United Methodist 

Church 
1300 Second Loop Road 

Florence, SC  29505 
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