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Student Ministry-A message from Walter Roberts

Prayer Ministry-A message from Pat Clark

Children’s Ministry—A message from Stacey Byrd

It's Back-to-School
Time! Dates of local
schools' first day back:

August 4: Jones County
Schools and Laurel City
Schools
August 8: St. John's Day
School
August 9: Presbyterian
Christian School
August 10: Sylva Bay
Academy
August 11: Laurel Chris-
tian School

Please be in prayer for all

students, teachers and staff
members as they return to
school.
An excerpt from http://
thecatholiccatalogue.com/
prayers-to-begin-a-school-
year/

God of wisdom and might,
we praise You for the won-
der of our being,
for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they
begin a new school year.
Bless them and their teach-
ers and staff..Give them
strength and grace as their
bodies grow; wisdom and

knowledge to their minds
as they search for under-
standing; and peace and zeal
to their hearts.
We ask this through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

within the next few weeks.
Or if you prefer, you can chose
to be part of a telephone prayer
chain in which you will receive
a phone call informing you of a
prayer request, which you will
pass along to the next person on
the list.
As John Wesley said, "God
does nothing but in answer to
prayer."

These are exciting days for
Laurel FUMC! Join us as we

Divine Appointments
“The earnest prayer of a right-
eous man has great power and

wonderful results."
James 5:16 TLB

Soon we will begin our new
intercessory prayer minis-
try, Divine Appointments,
featuring an email newsletter
including updated prayer re-
quests, praise reports, encour-
agement and information about
upcoming events. The first
newsletter should be sent

commit ourselves to be a house of prayer,
allowing the power of God to move mightily
in response to the prayers of His people.

To join Divine Appointments (email group),
email your name, email address, mailing
address and phone number to me
at pat.clark1956@gmail.com.

To join the telephone prayer chain, please
call the church to sign up (601-425-1474).
If you have any questions, contact Pat

Clark (601-319-5080)
pat.clark1956@gmail.com

for 90 percent of all malarial
deaths worldwide. Eighty per-
cent of these victims are African
children. The Mississippi
United Methodist Conference
has recognized this devastation
and has taken steps to combat
this issue. Our Conference has
partnered with a non-profit or-
ganization known as Imagine
No Malaria. Imagine No Ma-
laria uses the funds donated to
them to purchase mosquito re-
pellent bed nets. Since its exis-
tence Imagine No Malaria has
distributed over 2,300,000 bed
nets. One bed net can save up to
four lives. Bishop Swanson has

challenged youth programs across the Con-
ference to purchase 100,000 nets collec-
tively. This can save 400,000 lives.
LFUMC Student Life Department will
accept the bishop’s challenge. Our goal is
to contribute 75 mosquito nets to the Imag-
ine No Malaria Campaign. That is 300 lives
that we can save. However , we cannot do
this alone. We are asking members of the
LFUMC congregation to purchase bed nets
for the campaign. The cost of each net is
$10.00. The campaign will begin on Au-
gust 28, 2016 end on February 15,2017.
This is a wonderful mission that will allow
as to make an impact on a global level.

During training for youth leaders
at the Seashore Assembly in
Biloxi, Bishop Swanson ren-
dered a challenge to every youth
program in the Mississippi An-
nual Conference. This challenge
involved a disease that has been
devastating to Africa. This dis-
ease is called malaria. Malaria is
a mosquito-borne infectious
disease affecting humans and
other animals caused by parasitic
protozoan. According to The
Borgen Project, more than one
million people, mostly children
under the age of five, die every
year from malaria. Malarial
deaths in Africa alone account



Locating information for publica-
tion can be a very sticky job; this
is why I need your help. We also
like to celebrate members of
LFUMC birthday each month. If
you have a birthday in Septem-
ber please let us know. We are
only asking for the day. If you
have anything that you would
like to publish in the church’s
newsletter or social media out-
lets please email it to lfumcso-
cialmedia@gmail.com. The dead-
line for newsletter entries for
September’s edition is August
21st.
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First United Methodist Church

Boy Scout Troop 33 Took Part in an Awesome Experience

at Philmont Scout Ranch, Cimarron, New Mexico

Boy Scout Troop 33, Laurel, MS

leaving for Philmont Scout

Ranch, Cimarron, New Mexico

July 1-15, 2016

Back, L to R: Cody Causey, Eric

Byrd, Josh Cooper, Jess Cooley,

Joey Cooley, Christopher Wade.

Front, L to R: Logan Parker,

Tyler Byrd, Jarrett Stephens,

Harrison Pickering.

http://
www.laurelfirstumc.org/

Boy Scout Troop 33, Laurel, MS
Philmont Scout Ranch
at the top of Mount Phillips

Deadline for Newsletter En-
tries &

Birthday Request



ryone. None of us really just fall

into a church; closer to the truth is

we are drawn into it. Other people,

working in cooperation with the

Holy Spirit, draw us in. It takes ini-

tiative, and effort on everyone’s

part, theirs and ours. So, let’s work

in partnership with the Holy Spirit

and be an inviting church! It doesn’t

really matter how well we sing, how

warm our fellowship is, or how well

we preach, IF no one is invited.

Folks will not fall into our church,

however, they can be helped in by

us. Invite someone to church; espe-

cially those you think may be

unchurched. Help them up those

proverbial steps!

Peace & Grace

Bro. Mark

A good friend of mine, who

served as a student pastor,

told a funny story once. He

said , “I’ll never forget how a

guy came to school one Mon-

day and proudly announced,

‘I had five people join my

church yesterday!” Immedi-

ately, the other guys , not

wanting their bragging friend

to get ahead of them, shot

back, “Well, that’s under-

standable—the front doors of

your church are below the

street level and people can

just sort of fall in. It sure did-

n’t have anything to do with

your preaching!” Being from

that part of the state, I’ve of-

ten passed this church; and

sure enough, the steps of it

really do lead down below

ground level. A person could

actually fall into it! Most

churches don’t have this ad-

vantage. In fact, most have

steps leading up to the sanctu-

ary, which presents a natural

challenge for people to enter.

This is symbolic of a deeper

reality that holds true for eve-

As I’m sure you’ve heard by
now, our Church Council voted
on May 23rd to begin a process of
Strategic Planning starting in
August and going through most
of 2017. Well, that time has
arrived, and I couldn’t be more
excited!
The Church council will meet on
Monday , August 22nd at 6:00 pm
for the first planning session. The
model used at this meeting will
be duplicated several times
throughout the fall ,so the entire
church family can have input into

the process of gathering infor-
mation. Some of the questions
to be addressed are: Why does
LFUMC exist? What are we
to be as a church? What are
our church’s strengths, weak-
nesses, & opportunities?
What are we to do as a
church? What should our
church start doing or stop
doing?
Other phases will follow in the
spring and throughout the sum-
mer of 2017 where the data
gathered will be understood,

developed, and crafted into a plan.
Robin Robinson, who has extensive
experience in strategic planning, has
graciously agreed to guide us
through this process.
My prayer as your pastor is that we
will all see this as our unique oppor-
tunity to come together and…
Discover God’s Purpose for Lau-
rel First United Methodist
Church.

A Message from Our Pastor

Strategic Planning Begins This Month
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LFUMC Staff Meet for Annual Retreat Retreat
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The LFUMC

staff held its

Annual Plan-

ning Retreat

on Wednes-

day , August

3rd. The Re-

treat was

hosted by Bro. Mark and

Melinda at the church’s par-

sonage. The staff took the

time to participate in profes-

sional development, brief

worship (devotion), reflec-

tion ,and planning. The pur-

pose for the retreat was to

promote closeness among

the staff and prayer for the

future.

Blueberry Pound Cake- Published in the 125th Anni-
versary Cookbook Laurel First United Meth-
odist Church by Rosemary Norton (page 141)

Ingredients:
1 box yellow cake mix 3 eggs

1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese ½ cup cooking oil
¼ cup of water 1 cup of blueberries

Mix together all ingredients except the blueberries. Blend
until smooth. Fold in blueberries. Bake in greased and
floured tube pan at 325 degrees for 1 hour or until done.
Serves 15-20.This is a good breakfast or brunch cake

Our Annual Ecumenical Vacation
Bible School was hosted by First
Trinity Presbyterian Church. Every
year the churches in the Down-
town district come together for a
ecumenical vacation bible school.
The focus for this year was “An
Illustrated Earth: Celebrating
God’s Creation. The VBS took
place June 27th-30th.

Laurel First United Methodist Church was
represented well at the Glory House Vaca-
tion Bible School on June 20th- 24th. As many
of you know LFUMC has entered into a min-
istry partnership with the Glory House. VBS
was our first mission opportunity with the
Glory House. Our children, youth, and adult
volunteers did an excellent job assisting.
This event was a blessing to LFUMC as well
as the community.

Programming for children, youth and adults and Wednesday Night Supper will begin August 17th.
5:15 Supper is served in the Fellowship Hall until 6:15 pm
5:50 Children Creative Worship led by Joey Wilkinson in the Choir Room and Children’s Wing
6:15 Children Bible Studies led by Stacey Byrd in the Children Wing
6:15 Youth Bible Study led by Walter Roberts in the Basement
6:30 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Women’s Studies-led by Billie Graham: Beth Moore Study “Entrusted: a study in II Timothy”
Men’s Studies-led by Mike Weber: Weekly topics relating to our day-day lives are discussed with an
emphasis on how these activities relate to our Christian walk.

7:30 Praise Band Rehearsal led by Sue Bush in the Sanctuary.

LFUMC WNL Fall Schedule

Recipe Of the Month

VBS AT Glory House LFUMC VBS


