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NEWS FROM THE NARTHEX

At Emmanuel Episcopal Church,
we strive to provide people the
opportunity for growth in their
faith through our mutual love,
respect and acceptance of one
another.

From father Robert
LORD, MAKE US INSTRUMENTS OF YOUR PEACE. AMEN !
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I am writing this on the 791st
anniversary of the death of Francis of
Assisi. He had a fervent prayer during
his life: “Lord, make me an instrument
of your peace.” He very much hoped he
could be, at least a little bit, a channel
for the love of God to enter God’s
world. So many events today, natural
as well as human made, make us
wonder at times where that love might
be hiding? In spite of our weakness—it
must come from us…
Robert
So let’s pray together:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
All peace comes from the presence of
God, and our ability to offer empathy
and compassion from our very souls is
the presence of God in the world
today. As artist becomes one with the
paintbrush, so too can we be one with
God, as we care for all of his creation.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
In case you haven’t noticed—there is
hatred in the world today. So much

hatred. It makes me sad. Yet, in those
moments we need to remember that love
is stronger than hate. Always. Even in the
worst of situations where we see no way
out because of the darkness of hatred, the
seeds of light and love are sown.
Where there is injury, pardon.
The gift of compassion that we have
received is, in itself, forgiving. If we are
persons of compassion then we will
forgive those who have injured us. We
also have to be willing to forgive ourselves
for the pain we have caused. Instead of
allowing one injury to build on another
injury, can we allow one act of forgiveness
to build on another act of forgiveness—
until we reach a point where a lack of
forgiveness wouldn’t even be possible.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Doubt is a state of uncertainty about
something lasting for a moment or two or
a hundred. Doubt is not the opposite of
faith—nor is it less than faith. Doubt helps
us to be open to possibilities we haven’t
even thought of. And that’s a good thing
because possibilities have the power to
become beliefs and from beliefs we have
the ability to make positive choices for our

lives.
Where there is despair, hope.
We can never discount the reality of
despair in the lives of people today—
especially the young who are not naturally
able to make all the connections yet, to
see light and hope in the middle of their
sadness. Our hearts are able to make
possibilities and alternatives available to
the person in a desperate state of being.
We can relate to desperation and we can
relate to the glimmer of hope that abides
deep within us. That is what we are called
to share.
Where there is darkness, light.
Our life’s goal might not be to eliminate
all darkness with light. After all, it is
through darkness that we can discover
light, and it is the light we find that
enables us to endure the darkness when
we are almost overcome by it. In our
common humanity—our darkness—we
can enter into the darkness of another
until we can move together into the light.
Where there is sadness, joy.
Have you ever thought that sadness could
really be a gift? It’s a valid human
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Save the Date!
Emmanuel will host a fun-filled evening &
silent auction
on November 16th
Details coming soon

Adult Formation for
october
Christian formation, according to
the Episcopal Church of the USA,
is the lifelong process of growing in
our relationship with God, self,
others, and all creation. Every
experience in
our lives can
provide us with
the opportunity
to express our
faith; the
challenge we face
is recognizing
these
opportunities
and learning ways to live a
sometimes countercultural life in a
secular world.
Adult Formation meets in the
Westminster room, downstairs in
the Formation Building. Please join
us for this month for a series on
embracing spiritual awakening.
This series, facilitated by Brother
Brian Freese, will use Diana Butler
Bass’s guide as a basis for
discussion.
Each week we will explore a new
topic: Arriving, Believing,

Behaving, Belonging, and Awakening.
Diana Butler Bass, is the author of
seven books, including Christianity for
the Rest of Us, Strength for the Journey,
and The Practicing Congregation. She
earned her Ph.D. in
church history from
Duke University; has
taught at the University
of California at Santa
Barbara, Rhodes College,
and Virginia Theological
Seminary; and is
currently senior fellow at
the Cathedral College of
the Washington National Cathedral.
From 1995 to 2000 she wrote a
weekly column on American religion
for the New York Times syndicate and is
a popular speaker at retreats and
workshops across the country. She
lives in Alexandria, Virginia.
“Embracing Spiritual Awakening”
expands on the ideas she developed in
her recent book Christianity after
Religion, which explores what
Christianity may look like beyond
religion and beyond the church.
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response to loss and to pain. As we
recognize sadness in our sisters and
brothers we can choose compassion
and enter into that state with them. I
think that because we have risked
sharing their sadness, we will also be
able to share their joy.
Grant that I may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console.
With a caring heart we can be moved
to console a broken heart, because we
remember what that’s like. We
remember when we, too, were there.
By being open in consoling another,
we too become recipients of that
consolation.

see the real needs of others. We can pay
attention to others when we have paid
attention to God and come to know that
God understands all of our needs.
To be loved, as to love.

News from the Atrium:
An important part of our time together is
communal prayer. We sing together, share
peace, and offer prayers of petition.

Some spiritual writers will say that the
more we seek love for ourselves, the
more elusive it is. When a heart freely
gives its love away, it returns a hundred
fold. Although we do not love in order to
be loved, we see and feel what happens
when we do love. Love begets love.
For it is in giving that we receive.
People with compassionate hearts and
souls live to give and gives to live.

To be understood as to understand.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.

So, who among us does not have a
need to be understood? I think we get
in trouble because sometimes,
perhaps, we think, well, if you just
understood me, you’d certainly agree
with me. Sometimes, though, our
need to be understood doesn’t let us

People with compassionate hearts and
souls cling to nothing.

Older children in each Atrium may prepare
an outline of our closing prayer service.

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal
life.
Clinging to no person or thing, we are
free to enter the fullness of life and love.

raise your hand & Become a
holy helper!
The excitement of Emmanuel continues, starting Tuesday, October 3rd at
5:30 pm in the library with the initial meeting of the Holy Helpers. “Holy
Helpers, what is this,” you ask. This is the newest way to get involved with
fellowship and outreach. The initial scope is to assist parishioners with
simple household projects they can’t personally perform and are too small
for a contractor. Examples: replacing light bulbs too high to reach, repairing
lamps, light furniture repair, hanging pictures or small shelves, moving
furniture, helping clean out, taking larger items to the Thrift Store, and
other help as needed. No skills needed as we have skilled parishioners who
have already committed to pair with you to show you how to do the work.
So, come one, come all, young, old, or as a family. As we help, we will also
learn new skills. For more information, contact Bill Fox.

MOVING BEYOND
LIFE’S HURTS
The Elder Connection Committee
invites you to a program on
November 8 at 2:00 in the chapel
with Tom Camp, pastoral counselor
and spiritual director of the Samaritan
Center. Tom will speak about
“Moving Beyond Life’s Hurts.” He is
an ordained minister of The United
Methodist Church, a professional
counselor, and certified Yoga
Therapist.
Following his talk we will have an
opportunity to walk the labyrinth in
the memorial garden.
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Happy faces at the
Pot-luck
luncheon!
On September
17th we had a
wonderful
gathering in the
Common
Room—a “potluck” luncheon.
The church
provided the
fried chicken and
drinks while
parishioners
brought side
dishes and
desserts to
share.
What a great turnout we had!
Parishioners also
brought items
that could be
donated to our
Thrift House to
give its
merchandise a
boost.
Everyone
seemed to
enjoy both the
fellowship and
the food. We
certainly hope
to do this type
of gathering
again sooner
rather than
later!

If you missed Emmanuel’s
Directory, it’S not too
late
Do you know the names of the people sitting

around you?
Help us to build a tool that will put names with faces.
Be a part of the new family directory. We need YOU
to make our directory complete. Each family receives a
free 8x10 portrait and directory for participating.
How can you participate?
BE YOURSELF (classic, casual, musical, sporty or fun)
& BRING SPECIAL PEOPLE/ITEMS (sports
equipment, musical instruments, hobby items, your
pet, etc.) to your appointment.
Invite your grandparents and other family
members/loved ones to join your portrait sitting (even
if they are not members).
Call the church office at 706-543-1294 x201 or email
Melissa at administration@emmanuelathens.org & let
her know that you are interested in signing up for the
next date.
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Our work in the atrium of the good
shepherd
When children are in the
Atrium, their efforts are
considered their work. Their
time is intentional and prayerful. Our youngest children
begin with practical life lessons, such as learning to pour.
These skills lead into more advanced work that relates
directly to the church, such as flower arranging and
preparations of the cruets and the chalice.
In the beginning of the year or on the first day of a new
liturgical season, Catechesis students celebrate
the reverence of the day by enthroning the
Bible. This involves a procession with a song,
and each child places a sacred or special item on
the prayer table.

Brightest Blessings!
Georgia Collier

October Birthdays
1 Delaney Evans
2 Craig White, Kristian
White, Suzanne Herrin
4 Chase Brown, Blake
Barnes
5 Janet Williamson, Hugh
Anon Kane Hill
6 Craig Weynand,
Meredith Gardial
7 Wally Eberhard, Heidi
Simmonds, Sean Hogan
8 John Bowman, Erin

Gray, Davis Ledford
9 Simon Hogan
10 Kevin Dunn
11 Coles Ehlers
12 Rebecca McCarthy
13 Scott Shaw, Sara
Baker, Camille Martin,
Micaela Hobbs, Katy
Hicks
15 Naomi Norman
16 Clara McLanahan
17 Emma Nicole Kraby,

Amelia Kolodsick
18 Balfour Hunnicutt,
Lucy Kemp
19 Stephen Bartlett, John
Marks
20 Zachary McCaskey
21 Beverly Sligh
22 Jack Wesley Cook
23 Philly Henry
24 Jody Vrana, Allen
Wagner, Molly
Weynand

25 James Dolphus, Preston
Stanfield, Adam
Weynand, John
Costantino
27 Jan Wheeler, Marilyn
Appleby, Karen Denning,
Parker Brown
29 Jane Payne, Gordon
Sligh, Wyatt Matthews
30 Stephen Gray, Caddie
Grow
31 Carol Winthrop
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Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:




Sunday

Monday
1

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Tuesday

8
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
1:30: Prayer
Shawl Ministry,
Old Music Suite
15

3
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

9
Church office
closed in
observance of
Columbus Day

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Wednesday

2
10:30: Bible
Study, Coventry

16
10:30: Bible
Study, Coventry

22
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
4:00: Daughters
of the King
“Canterbury”

23
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

29
Children/Youth
Formation break
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

30
7:30: Men’s
Spirituality
Group, Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel; 6:00 pm Spanish
Holy Eucharist
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster, and 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church
Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

7:15: Choir
Rehearsal
10

10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

11

12
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

13

14

18

19
11:00: Eucharist
at Lanier
Gardens
5:00: Finance
Meeting
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

20

21
4:45 Daughters of
the King

25

26
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

27

28

7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

17
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

1:00: Yoga
3:15: Yoga
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

24
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

1:00: Yoga
3:15: Yoga
7:00 Vestry
Meeting
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

7
4:45: Daughters
of the King

Emmanuel Day
School closed

31
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

For faith
A weekly devotional from bishop rob
wright

HIDDEN
Thank God for the poets behind Psalm 19—the folks who hid words of life in plain sight.
Their poetry points to what is necessary for the “flawless restoration of the soul.” They
give the chapter and verse about how God makes the simple, wise and leads the willing
traveler toward full life. In gratitude to this God, the poets with us and for us, offer even
their “hidden sins.” You know, those sins we cannot bear to acknowledge and still are sure
exist. Even what is hidden in us, is not a hindrance for God.
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The Vestry
Covenant
We, the Vestry of Emmanuel
Church, promise to honor God
by nurturing the spirit and
ministering to God’s people.
We will support everyone’s
gifts for service and leadership
made possible by God’s grace.
Ministry to the poor will be at
the center of all we do. We
promise to welcome with
Christian hospitality all persons
and to offer opportunities to all
to grow in faith. We will
strengthen ourselves through
faithfulness in worship, daily
prayer, and stewardship of our
time, talents and treasure. We
will foster love and joy in God’s
service.
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