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NEWS FROM THE NARTHEX
From father Robert
THE 2018 VESTRY SLATE!
My dear Parishioners,

Lord may be leading us anew. Please make

Included with this issue of News from
the Narthex we are presenting to you
the Vestry class of 2018 – 2020 to be
elected at the Annual meeting on
rd

Sunday, December the 3 . I am very
grateful, first to the nominating
committee for all of their hard work
and efforts in helping to raise new
leadership for the parish. Secondly, I
am profoundly grateful to the
individuals being presented as our new
Vestry Class for their willingness to say
yes. I am always deeply humbled when
busy individuals, especially those with
young families, agree to do even more
for the good of the church.
We are truly blessed and I am so
looking forward to sharing our ministry
together and to see in what ways the

sure you come to the Annual Meeting on
Sunday to affirm them in their response. It
should be a good meeting and wonderful
gathering of the family as we conduct our
business and share in the beauty of our
common life.
Looking forward to being with you all,
In his love, Robert

Katherine Alexander
I am a cradle Episcopalian and began
attending Emmanuel sporadically as a
student nearly 20 years ago. My
husband, Josh, and I married at
Emmanuel. We are living a full life
with two daughters, Laura Elliott (3rd
grade) and Courtland (1st grade). Both
of our girls were baptized at
Emmanuel and attended the Day
School. Emmanuel is an important part
of our lives.
I am excited to serve on the Vestry.
For me, it will be a part of my
journey. I believe I have a

At Emmanuel Episcopal Church,
we strive to provide people the
opportunity for growth in their
faith through our mutual love,
respect and acceptance of one
another.

responsibility to make things better,
and Vestry service is not only a way
for me to contribute but also to learn
and grow in my faith. For me, life is a
journey, and Christianity is how I walk
that journey. I am an extrovert. I gain
energy from interacting with others
and enjoy working with groups. I also
have empathy and perception for
others. I have been a banker for the
past fifteen years and work with
various people on a daily basis. My
professional life has also given me
experience managing people and
working with others as a team. My
personality traits coupled with my
professional experience and love for
our church are the gifts I will bring to
the Vestry.
Going forward, it is important to me
for Emmanuel to preserve its rich
history and tradition while also being a
warm and welcoming place for all
members and others in our
community. I want Emmanuel to
continue to be involved in our
community and for our young adults
and youth to be proud to be a part of
our congregation. Emmanuel is a
central part of my family’s life. At this
point my girls enjoy participating in
Catechesis and often teach me new
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things. My hope is for our church to retain and continue to grow children
after their years in Catechesis and into their journey into adulthood. Today’s
teens have access to popular culture and the world in a way that those of us
who have come before them haven’t had. We are all searching for ways that
our faith connects to the world, and I want our youth to feel connected to
our local and global community and be proud to be a part of our
congregation. As a church I want to invest in these youth and in our
community.
We must always look to see Christ in our world and I look forward to this
part of my journey!
Bob Davis
I grew up in Chattanooga in a very Methodist home. My grandfather served as
senior minister of a large Methodist church in Knoxville, so a life in and around the
church was central for my family. Fortunately, I chose to attend UGA for my
undergraduate degree where I earned an A.B. in English. I fully intended to head
on to seminary after graduation to pursue what I considered to be a call to ministry
in the church. However, I was invited to delay that action by taking a year to return
to my high school in Chattanooga to teach and live on campus with students who
boarded at the school. One year turned into two, and I knew then that my
“ministry” would become working in schools. After completing two graduate
degrees in School Psychology at The University of Tennessee, I stepped into a 35year career as an administrator in independent schools. Happily, I enjoyed my first
experience as a headmaster in an Episcopal day school where I learned the power of
partnering teaching and learning with Christian values. I took the benefits of
starting every day with a chapel service to the two schools that I subsequently
served.
It was in Lexington, Kentucky where my family and I finally figured out that the
Episcopal Church felt most “like home.” I fell in love with the history, the liturgy,
and the many thoughtful facets of the Episcopal service itself. I also finally figured
out that the value of the worship service does not hinge on a perfect sermon! There
are many other moments in the service that inspire and provide spiritual renewal.
For the last 19 years, I have been an active member of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
in Columbia, South Carolina. Most recently, I served on the Vestry there and
volunteered to head up the stewardship effort which included a $1.7 M capital
campaign. Whew!
I am the proud father of two adult children. My son is an attorney in Charleston,
SC and my daughter is a pediatric oncologist in Norfolk, Virginia. Both are
married, and both had sons born in 2016, so I am also loving being a grandfather.
I retired from independent schools and moved to Athens last June, and I am now
pursuing a new career by purchasing and renovating houses in Athens – HGTV
every day! I found Emmanuel in 2015 during regular weekend visits to Athens. I
have been very drawn to the smaller size of the parish, but most particularly I have
personally benefitted from Emmanuel’s warmth as a congregation. I am truly
honored to join Emmanuel’s Vestry and look forward to offering my energies and
enthusiastic support and service to the future of this amazing parish.

Kerry Hogan
If you have elementary aged children or grandchildren here at Emmanuel,
you may know me through our Catechesis program for spiritual formation
for children ages three through twelve. My husband Sean, who has served on the
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Vestry in the past, and I started
coming to Emmanuel after attending
the wedding of a friend back in 1998.
Our son Simon is in the Level III
Catechesis program and our son
Tommy is a part of the youth group
and serves as an acolyte.
While I was born in Atlanta, I spent
the majority of my childhood in
Gainesville, GA. Like many here in
Athens, I came to do undergraduate
work at the University of Georgia and
stayed. After graduating with a degree
in English education, I met my
husband and found a true teaching
home at Cedar Shoals High School
here in Athens. I earned my Master’s
degree in Technology and Media and
became Cedar’s media specialist in
2002 and am now serving my twentysecond year in education. Over my
years of teaching I have served
extracurricularly as Beta Club
Sponsor, Interact Club Sponsor,
Junior Class Sponsor, Prom Sponsor,
Technology Coordinator, and Team
Tech sponsor, and assisted in leading
professional learning with our faculty.
Like all librarians, I love reading and
learning and sharing what I have read
and learned with others. I love
cooking with my son, for my family,
and others. I love traveling to new
places to experience the wonders of
creation with my family. And I love
making of all kinds.
After Sean and I decided to marry, we
searched for a church in Athens and
found Emmanuel. We met so many
wonderful parishioners through the
Emmanuel Foyers group, and we so
enjoyed the liturgy that we knew we
had found our home church. The gifts
that I bring to the Vestry are a love of
God that I want to share with our
children, along with organizational
skills and the desire to listen closely to
the people of our church and to God
so that I can faithfully serve our parish.
Going forward, I hope that we can
build relationships within our parish
and support one another in finding and
appreciating our gifts and in following

God’s call to action.

Kelli Neil
Getting the phone call to serve on our
Vestry truly felt like an answer to my
prayers. I have spent so many moments on
my knees asking, “what can I do to serve
and become more involved with this place
I cherish.” I was humbled by the
invitation and thrilled with the
opportunity. I will serve with a kind and
thoughtful heart to advance the missions
of Emmanuel. I want all newcomers to
feel the warmth that I feel as I walk into
our sanctuary, entry hall, Atrium, and
formation classrooms.
I have been a member since 2010, when
my husband and I were married at
Emmanuel by Father Robert. During the
counseling sessions before our marriage,
we realized that this was going to be our
“home.” I grew up in the Presbyterian
church, and my husband grew up in the
Methodist church. Learning the rituals and
the views of the church together was a
wonderful and peaceful bonding
experience for us both.
We have since had 2 children, Emma Jane
(5 years old) and Harmon (2 years old).
Seeing Emma Jane’s excitement on
Sunday mornings to attend catechesis is
such a joy. She teaches me so much
through her work in the Atrium. My hope
is to continue to see this excitement grow
as she and Harmon get older. I still have
so much to learn about the Episcopal
church and Emmanuel. Serving on the
Vestry will be an honor, and a time to
build on my commitment to my faith, this
parish, and the community.
I graduated from UGA with a bachelor’s
degree in general business. Since then, I
have been working for a packaging and
paper company. My work takes me to
Atlanta 3-4 days a week. I am in a sales
position that requires me to grow longterm relationships with my customers.
They understand that they can rely on me
as a partner and friend, not just as a
vendor. I want the members of Emmanuel
to feel that same comfort with me and to
trust my ability to help guide our parish
going forward.

Enhancing
Mission at
Emmanuel: Feeding
the Hungry
Enhancing Mission at Emmanuel is our
stewardship theme for 2018. One of
our missions is to feed the hungry. For
decades we have provided hundreds of
meals each Thanksgiving. This year
Emmanuel church and many
volunteers served over 300 meals on
Thanksgiving day. Thanks to those
who cooked and donated hams and
turkeys, to the Wednesday carving
team, to those who made monetary
contributions, to the early morning
cooking team, the Lange and Tiller
families for feeding the morning crew
a delicious breakfast, the servers who
assembled the meals, and the drivers
who delivered them. And a special
thank you to the clean-up crew,
Stephanie and Jon Hartmann. Thank
you, Melissa, for fielding calls from
those in need. Marilyn Appleby of the
Athens Housing Authority gave us a
delivery list of those who are home
bound and in need of a Thanksgiving
meal. Thornton Brothers donated
paper products, and The Food Bank of
NE Georgia donated desserts. They
have partnered with us for years and
help to make this ministry such a
success. Blessings to each of you.
With grateful hearts,
Lindsey Payne and Dee Forester
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News from the atrium of the good
shepherd
A beautiful prayer table is a central part of the Atrium. The
children begin by placing on the table a cloth of the
appropriate liturgical color. Essential items include the Holy
Bible, a Good Shepherd statuette, and candles. The children
then choose prayer cards, religious art, and figurines to
complete a sacred space intended for personal and group
prayer.

Kerry Hogan works with a group of children in our Level II
Atrium on “The Books of the Bible” presentation. The
children discover that the Holy Bible is one book made of
many books; it tells of one history, of one people, and of one
God. Another group of children spend time with Brooke
Stortz as she presents “The History of the Kingdom of God and The Gifts.” Children open boxes tucked inside a giant
treasure chest that reveal some of God’s greatest gifts to earth and mankind.
Our oldest children in the
Atrium study the “History
of the Jewish People.” We
understand that the Jewish
people know that light is
stronger than darkness, and
that the final victory is
light. The Jews transmit
this certainty to the
Christians, and the
Christians live it in the
resurrected Jesus Christ. We were so fortunate to have Janet Robertson teach the group an old Jewish dance.
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Report from the 111th annual
council
The 111th Annual Council of the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta met from Friday, November 10 through Saturday,
November 11 to do the business of the diocese and to worship. Terrie Seward, Mary Moore, Anne Brightwell, Friar
Brian Freese, and Father Robert Salamone represented Emmanuel.
The Opening Eucharist provided an energizing and inspiring start to the gathering. The procession of church banners at
the start of the service served as a colorful reminder of the great number of communities gathered to do the work of
Christ Jesus in the world. The Rt. Rev. Daniel G.P. Gutierrez, Bishop of Pennsylvania, provided the sermon. Reflecting
upon our Baptismal covenant, Bishop Gutierrez encouraged all present to see the Christ Jesus in everyone, accepting
each other as beloved, and thereby become instruments of His love in the world.
On Friday evening, many participated in a service project for Rise Against Hunger making more than 3,000 meals for
those needing nourishment.
Council members in committees considered various resolutions, changes to the Canons or the Constitution, and
nominees for elected positions; everyone at Council then voted. Resolutions passed included the establishment of a
diocesan relationship with the Anglican Diocese of Cape Coast, support of reunification of the Episcopal Church in Cuba
with the Episcopal Church, advocacy for those with HIV/AIDS, and strong support for efforts combating sex trafficking.
Convocations were restructured with Emmanuel becoming part of the Oconee Convocation to better enable cooperation
among churches in this region of the diocese.
This annual gathering of Episcopalians, lay and ordained, from across the diocese represents a democratic and inclusive
polity that has been part of the Episcopal tradition since its founding following the American Revolution.

Brother Brian Freese

Emmanuel Episcopal Day School
Registration for the 2018-2019
School Year
Emmanuel Episcopal Day School offers a comprehensive
creative morning program for children 20 months through
4 years of age. Priority registration for members of
Emmanuel Church will be Thursday January 4th through
Thursday January 18th. Email Amy Wraga at
dayschool@emmanuelathens.org to schedule a school
tour.
For more information visit the day school page of the
church website or like us on Facebook at
fb.com/EmmanuelEpiscopalDaySchool.
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The honor of your presence is requested
As the Children of Emmanuel
Bring to life the story of Christ’s birth.
Sunday, December 17th
4:00 pm
Emmanuel Sanctuary

Foyers Groups Are
Reforming in
January
Looking for an opportunity to meet
new people and make new friends at
Emmanuel? If so, sign up for Foyers.
These are small informal gatherings of
Emmanuel members to break bread
together in our homes and strengthen
our Emmanuel bond. Sign-ups will
begin in December and an “ice
breaker” will be scheduled in midJanuary. More information about the
ice breaker will be forthcoming.
The current plan is to keep groups to a
maximum of six people and a mixture
of singles and couples. An effort will be
made to have groups include a mixture
of people from each of our regular
services, so they can get to know each
other better. Ideally, groups will meet
monthly between February and May.

Following the pageant, we will host a workshop
to wrap our Angel Tree gifts
for their final recipients.

During December, look for the sign-up
sheets in the Narthex. Questions?
Contact Carol Bowles at
carolbowles@bellsouth.net or 706714-2149.

A Special Advent Offering

Give blood and then go to dinner and/or a movie?
We have a tradition at Emmanuel of donating blood during the Advent season. Please add this gift to your list and make a
difference in the life of someone. You can make an appointment to give blood at the American Red Cross Blood
Donation Center located in the Academy Shopping Center on the Atlanta Highway by calling 800-733-2767 or
www.redcrossblood.org.
The downtown Athens community is also hosting a blood drive on Thursday, Dec. 7th from noon until 5:00 PM on
the 2nd floor of the Athens First building on the corner of West Hancock Ave. and Hull St. If you would like to make an
appointment, contact Phil Bettendorf at 706-357-7068 or philipbettendorf@synovus.com. With an appointment, it
typically takes an hour from start to finish. If you prefer to just drop in, you are welcome to do so, but your donation
time will vary. Thank you for giving this Advent gift to someone in need.
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Congratulations to our newest U.S.
citizens!
Pleh Htoo and Myo Min,
the Karen family
patriarch and matriarch,
passed their citizenship
tests on September 7th;
Me Me and Sha Kee La,
parents of Blet and
toddler, KelBlu, were
successful in passing
their tests on September
14th. On Sept. 15th Sein
Hey, Julia’s father,
became a citizen, too.
What a huge
accomplishment this is
for ALL of them! And as
you may recall, in
September of 2014, Ehkmwee Paw and Htoo Wah, parents of Sarah and Ehtaloe, were the first brave ones to go to
Atlanta and pass the challenging test.
More happy news: Ehkmwee Paw began a new job at UGA on Nov. 2 nd. As we all know, stepping into a new work
situation requires great courage, and she has much to be proud of.
BIGGER VISION WINTER HOMELESS SHELTER
On any given night during the past year, there were over
400 individuals and families experiencing homelessness in
our area, and over 200 families were left without a bed
during the night. Bigger Vision shelter was established in
1998 to respond to the needs of the homeless in Athens.
It shelters those who lack permanent housing and
provides a warm, dry place to sleep each night on a firstcome, first-served basis to individuals who are
temporarily homeless.
Emmanuel has signed up to prepare a meal for 40
individuals for four winter Sunday nights. If you
would like to be a part of a cooking team or deliver
the meal and serve the guests, please sign up to
volunteer. The sign-up sheets will be set up in the
narthex in early December. The dates for
Emmanuel volunteers to prepare and serve
are: January 7, February 4, March 4. For more
information, contact Merry Reetz Stovall at
merryrs@bellsouth.net.

CALLING ALL INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY
NETWORK VOLUNTEERS
First, please sign up for our final hosting week of 2017,
starting December 10 and running through December
17. The scheduler went live on October 22. If you do not
have the link, please contact Weyman Johnson at
weymanjohnson@icloud.com or Erin Wallace at
erin.wallace455@gmail.com. Thank you for your
help. Nothing spells Advent like serving your neighbors in
need.
Second, please note in your 2018
calendars each of our IHN
hostings for next year. They are
January 21-28, April 1-8, August
12-19, and November 4-11. We
look forward to working with
you in December and throughout
next year on this important
ministry.
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Share God’s love: be an Emmanuel
angel
This Advent, take a moment to share in the Hope that only comes from God. Participate in Emmanuel’s Angel Tree.
Remove an angel from the tree and purchase the suggested gifts, and place the unwrapped gifts and the angel under the
tree. The gifts will be delivered to Emmaus House for their
annual Children’s Christmas Eve Festival. The Festival offers
more than 800 children and their parents entertainment, food,
fun, and a visit with Santa and his helpers. Share in the joy of
extending to a child the gift of Peace in this season of awareness
and expectation.

2016’s Angel Tree graces the Narthex

December Birthdays
1 Philip Bettendorf, Campbell
Harrison
2 Mark Dodson
4 Esther Smith, Nell
Hemphill, John Robertson,
Sissy Erwin, Rhodes
McLanahan
5 Gloria Sams, Emilee Stortz

Carter Stanfield, Jade Strong
10 Vivian Ygartua, Andrew
Aiken, Gillian Ball
11 Josh Alexander, Laura
Alexander, Evan Greene
12 Annette Mitchell, Pam
Shields, Matthew Hicks

16 Debra Harden, Elaine Cook,
Kim Noland, Tye Edison
17 Stephen Ingle, Samantha
Nickerson
18 Gregory McIntyre, Robin
Krause, Laura Harrison, Clarke
Buckner

Genteman, Colleen Weynand
25 Vesta Hardman, Marib Gipson,
Kate Kleiber
26 Laurel Genteman, Patrick
Snead

19 Douglas Brown

27 Thomas Wilkins, Nancy
Phillips, Beth Shaw, Kelly
Herbster, Harris Collier

20 Ann Joye McLeod

28 Johnny Scoggins, Max Germain
29 Ruth Cline, Ethan Greene

6 Keith Dix, Eloise Luken

13 Kim Tomlinson, Mary Anne
Shields

8 Lee Atkinson, Conner
Pannell, Kate Ruston

14 Marjorie Garner, Rob
Winthrop, Eli Clarke

21 Emily Reynolds, Georgia
Patterson, Gael Williams

9 Peg Wood, Ann Wilkins,

15 Tom Tuggle, Jack Matthews

24 Susan Alexander, Kurt

30 James Buckner
31 Ken Drescher, Clayton Dufur
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Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:




Sunday
Dec 31
No faith formation
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
3
Noon: Annual
Parish Meeting,
Common Room
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
10
IHN
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
1:30: Prayer
Shawl Ministry,
Old Music Suite
6:00: Lessons &
Carols
17
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
4:00: Daughters
of the King,
Canterbury
24
No faith formation
9:30: Eucharist
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
4:30: Choral
Prelude
5:00: Eucharist
10:30: Choral
Prelude
11:00: Eucharist

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel; 6:00 pm Spanish
Holy Eucharist
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster, and 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
4:45: Daughters
of the King

4
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

11
IHN
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

18
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

25
CHURCH
OFFICE CLOSED
10:00 am:
Eucharist

5

6

7
11:30: Eucharist
at Lanier Gardens
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

8

9
9:00 am: Stephen
Ministry, Library

12
13
IHN
IHN
10:00: Natural
Natural
7:15: Choir
Spirituality,
Rehearsal
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

14
IHN
11:00: Eucharist
at Lanier Gardens
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

15
IHN

16
IHN
9:00 am: Stephen
Ministry, Library
4:45: Daughters
of the King

23

10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

Natural
2:00: Elder
Connection
Ministry, Library
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

19

20
Natural
6:00 Vestry
Meeting,
Conference Room
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

21

22

26
CHURCH
OFFICE CLOSED

27

28
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

29

10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

30
4:45: Daughters
of the King

2017 Annual Parish Meeting on Dec 3rd at noon in the common room.
Light lunch will be served.
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The Vestry
Covenant
We, the Vestry of Emmanuel
Church, promise to honor God
by nurturing the spirit and
ministering to God’s people.
We will support everyone’s
gifts for service and leadership
made possible by God’s grace.
Ministry to the poor will be at
the center of all we do. We
promise to welcome with
Christian hospitality all persons
and to offer opportunities to all
to grow in faith. We will
strengthen ourselves through
faithfulness in worship, daily
prayer, and stewardship of our
time, talents and treasure. We
will foster love and joy in God’s
service.
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