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At Emmanuel Episcopal Church,
we strive to provide people the
opportunity for growth in their
faith through our mutual love,
respect and acceptance of one
another.

From father Robert
DEAR FRIENDS, MAY YOUR HOLY WEEK BE HOLY!
I’ve been watching the flowers in stores
and in fields blooming over and over
again for the last many months. It
seems (and the operative word here is
“seems”) that Spring has been coming
and going a number of times since
January. This latest bloom out is
probably the real thing but my concern
is whether we will be all bloomed out
before Easter. Where are the lilies?
Hopefully in some dark cool
refrigerator waiting to be sprung free
to experience light and warmth and so
open its flowers to take in all that it can
– including the bugs and things that will
use their fruit to go and make more
flowers and on and on.

new life. We will enter those mysteries as
a community in the coming week. I hope
none of us will be faced with the reality of
death, either our own or someone we
love, but to be a Christian we are called to
be ready to face our deaths whenever they
do in fact come. Again, as Christians, we
do so without fear always waiting with the
gift of hope in eternal life. Can you
imagine how good God is that he gives us
this gift of hope for our life’s journey.
Hope after all, opens us to the movement
of God. Hope should change us from
being passive to being active, from being
helpless to being helpful, from being dead
to the world to being alive in the world
now and in the world to come…

for our guests who are experiencing all
that lack of place can mean. You have
made them feel at home. To all of you
who are working at Bigger Vision and
Daily Bread and every other venue in
town that feeds the hungry, thank you for
being the Jesus who fills these basic
human needs. Emmanuel continues to be
a parish of great generosity to the poor,
our children and all those in need. In
living with you all (at least spiritually) I
am reminded that love, in order to be
genuine, does not have to be
extraordinary. What I want to hold up for
you is that each of us in our own way
should continue to love without getting
tired.

It’s like us a bit, isn’t it? We go through
seasons of life when we are cold and
bundled up and sometimes … away.
Spring comes and we shed those layers
that have been protecting us so we can
bask in the warmth of the sun’s glow,
gathering up some energy to do some
of the tasks we’ve put off during the
winter of our life.

My prayer for each of you is that your holy
week will be holy. That you will be
moved to risk more time for God and see
and feel how grace can expand your heart
so it can be filled to overflowing with
God’s love.

In reflecting on her life, Theresa of
Calcutta said: “I used to pray that God
would feed the hungry, or do this or that,
but now I pray that he will guide me to do
whatever I'm supposed to do, what I can
do. I used to pray for answers, but now
I'm praying for strength. I used to believe
that prayer changes things, but now I
know that prayer changes us and we
change things.” This is the key to effective
Gospel living my friends. This is how we
(continued on page 2)

It’s a bit like life and death and new
life, isn’t it? The real meaning of
Easter. We are born, we die, we rise to

We have been blessed in many ways over
the last number of weeks. From my
perspective I see you responding to God’s
grace as you continue to care for those in
need. Many thanks to all of our IHN
volunteers for creating a space of welcome
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evangelize and bring the Good News to
Gods people.

Holy week at
Emmanuel

Even though all of the “Spring Breaks”
seem to be over, enjoy the Easter
holidays and savor the closeness of
family and friends.

Palm Sunday, April 9th: 8:30,
10:15 (Blessing of the Palms)

Christ is Risen – the Lord is Risen
indeed Alleluia and indeed we are glad!

Maundy Thursday: April 13th:
7:00 pm

Robert

Good Friday, April 14th: Noon,
6:00 (Stations of the Cross)

and the Vestry

The Great Vigil of Easter,
April 15th: 8:00 pm (with incense)

Anna Alexander, Youth Ministry
& Liaison to the Day School
LaBau Bryan, Communications
Ellen Cowne, Pastoral Care
Bill Fox, Facilities
Brian Freese, Adult Formation
Rob Hoyt, Stewardship
Roger Lange, Junior Warden
Crysty Odom, Parish Life
Terrie Seward, Senior Warden
Carter Stanfield, MEMC
Brooke Stortz, Parish Life
Jan Wheeler, Pastoral Care

Easter Sunday, April 16th: 7:15
am, 9:00 am and 11:15 am

and supported by the Staff:
Georgia Collier
Melissa Fulcher
Karen Holland
Sam Polk
Michael Brewer
Denise Thomas
and assisted by the Clergy
Fr. Robert Salamone, Rector
Fr. Christopher Cole, Assistant
Rector
498 Prince Avenue
Athens GA 30601
706-543-1294
www.emmaneulathens.org

Emmanuel Transitions
TO EMMANUEL
Earl Williams and Sterling
from
St. Gregory the Great, Athens GA
Ken Drescher
from
Grace Episcopal, Madison, WI

Judd and Kelly Herbster
Tyler and Blake
from
Grace Cathedral Church, Topeka, KS
Craig and Molly Weynand
Colleen, Emma and Adam
from
Trinity Episcopal Church, Reno, NV

Mark and Hannah Costantino and Abe
from
St. Phillip Benezi Catholic Church,
Jonesboro, GA

Ashton and Jessica Ellett
and Margaret

Jean and Gene Carr
from
St. Gregory the Great, Athens GA

Glenn and Tamara Tillman
Cory, Annalea, and Elizabeth

Tim and Tricia Martin

FROM EMMANUEL

Tom and Nancy Phillips
Reese and Grant
from
Saint Columba, Suwanee

John and Katherine Ballard
to
Grace Calvary Church, Clarksville GA

Barbara Frohmader
from
All Souls Episcopal Church,
Asheville, NC

Jeanette Rowe
to
First United Methodist Church,
Athens, GA
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Meet our new
Music Director:
Michael Brewer
I have been at Emmanuel Episcopal
since I was five
years old, when
my mother (Mary
Sue Brewer) came
to Emmanuel to
sing under Dr.
John Corina. I was
baptized here;
eventually, I was
married at
Emmanuel (to
someone I met in
choir). I started singing in the
youth choir and eventually joined

the adult choir while I was in high
school. So, I would definitely say that
I am a fan of Emmanuel Episcopal
and a believer in the lifelong value of
the music ministry!
While I will be
directing our
music program,
Sam Polk will
continue to bless
Emmanuel with his
gifts at the organ.
Please come join
us in song; we
rehearse on
Wednesday nights
and Sunday
mornings and can use whatever gifts
you bring.

ELDER CONNECTION
LUNCHEON
Laughter is a spiritual gift that can unite us in community,
reduce stress, and make us cheerful. Please join us on May
11th in the common room for a time of laughter, food and
fellowship. Julie Buffalo, a nurse and laughter yoga
instructor, will lead us to better health through laughter as we release those
feel-good beta-endorphins. Make your reservation for this 10:30 – 12:30
gathering by calling Gwen Bottoms, 770-725-4512 or emailing her at
gbottoms@depauw.edu. We invite you to bring a joke to share over lunch
or we will provide one for you.

Child Inventors, Youth Volunteers
and Adult Leaders...Mark your Summer
Calendars Today!
Emmanuel's Vacation Bible School is coming your Way!
Maker Fun Factory!
Created by God, Built for a Purpose
Monday - Friday, June 12 - 16
9:15am - 12:15pm
Look for registration forms in midApril.

Emmanuel’s
Urban Orchard
Has Begun!
In addition to our campus getting
ready for spring and Easter, we now
have an Urban Orchard. This orchard,
Jack Byrne’s Eagle Scout project,
consists of nine semi-dwarf apple trees
planted in the grassy area behind the
Golden Pantry. We hope that these
trees will provide free fruit to local
food pantries in the near future. Bill
Fox, vestry liaison for Facilities, hopes
to find other opportunities to
incorporate “plants for food” in future
landscaping plans.
In addition, Bill is open to any ideas
along these lines or any others that
will improve our grounds. Ideally we
would like to combine aesthetics with
drought tolerance and efficiency—if
we can add fresh food for outreach, so
much the better.

our urban orchard of semi-dwarf apple trees
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Updates from the atrium
The focus of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is spiritual
formation. This ministry is scriptural, liturgical,
worshipful, prayerful, developmentally- and ageappropriate. It honors the child’s already existing
relationship with God and proclaims the love of God for
his children. Our deep desire in the Atrium is to help the
children grow closer to God by themselves, creating a
prayerful environment in which the real Teacher is always
Jesus.
The Lenten season has a multitude of very rich lessons
and presentations that are available for our students. The
season lends itself particularly well to focus on our
liturgy, biblical geography, parables of the kingdom, and
more. Our youngest students in Level I are introduced to
the Parable of the Leaven. They may knead dough and
watch with wonder how yeast makes dough rise
(Matthew 13:33). They are also focusing on practical life
skills, prayer, meditations, and recognition of articles
used in the Eucharist. Mr. Hal Cofer assisted students in
Level II in growing their own seedlings (Mark 4:26-29).
This group has also focused on moral life parables,
including The True Vine, The Found Sheep, The Found
Coin, The Sower, The Good Samaritan, The Pharisee and
the Tax Collector, The Insistent Friend and The Ten
Bridesmaids. As a follow-up work to The Good
Samaritan, the children had the opportunity to prepare
lunches for the Homeless Day Center. Level III students
participated in an in-depth study of the sacraments in
preparation for th confirmations of many of their older
friends at Emmanuel. During Lent, they have been
provided materials to assist them in gaining a deeper
understanding and awareness of the events of Passion
Week.
On February 25th, we hosted a Reconciliation Retreat for
our 1st, 2nd and 3rd graders. This retreat was an
opportunity for each child to focus on confession and
absolution in the context of the celebration of the Holy
Eucharist. This time is designed to give each child the
tools to more fully participate in the Eucharist, as well as
give them another opportunity to come closer to the
Good Shepherd and to consider what God wants of them.
We can share with you some highlights of the experiences
and opportunities in the Atrium, but to truly understand,
you must witness for yourself! You are invited to come
and be among us one Sunday morning. If you are
interested in becoming involved in this program or
simply understanding more about it, we encourage you to

speak to Georgia, Father Robert, or one of our Catechists.
Emmanuel will host a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd training
this summer from June 25-July 1. We are in need of additional
trained volunteers to perpetuate this program. We appreciate
your prayerful consideration in joining us!
Brightest Blessings!
Georgia Collier
Rector's Associate for Children's Formation & Family Life

Left: Mr. Hal Cofer works with our 1st, 2nd and 3rd graders to plant seeds as
we study the Parable of the Growing Seed.
Right: Lucy creates a beautiful, unique candle during the Reconciliation
Retreat.
Below: Mrs. Bobbi Brandenburg presents The Parable of The Leaven to our 3 5 year-olds.
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EASTER LILIES
If you would like to provide Easter Lilies to adorn the
Easter altar, in memory of or thanksgiving for a loved
one, please send a check for $15 each (payable to
“Emmanuel Church” memo line – Lilies for Flower
Guild), 498 Prince Avenue, Athens, GA 30601. Please
include the full Christian name of those to be
remembered and/or honored to be printed in the
bulletin. The deadline for receipt in the office is
Monday, April 10th.
In Memory:
Name (to be printed in bulletin)

In Thanksgiving:
Name (to be printed in bulletin)

Given by:
Address:
City:
Phone Number:
Amount Given:

Zip_
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Around the world in just an hour!
No need to board Delta for an around-the-world
experience. Emmanuel gave the flavor of other places to
those who attended the “Great Pancake” supper and
pancake competition on Shrove Tuesday. Celebrating
with beads, hats, masks, and a jazz band (Chandler
Greer Ensemble), teams created pancakes a’plenty for
those to enjoy before beginning the Lenten Season.
Coles and Zoe took us to Hawaii to sample
pancakes from the island state, while Franklin Lowe,
Mary Margaret Stewart, Claire Bartlett, and Frances
Herrin emulated the French Quarter and Café Marie
with bananas foster pancakes.
The Café Purists table, staffed by Katherine
Alexander, Josh Alexander, and William McLanahan,
showed off their silver dollar pancakes with strawberries
and a shortcake base.
Then, on to France to sample creme brulee
pancakes with Tracy and Phillip Niolon, Rob Sullivan,
and Malcolm Murell.
Jack Cook, Elaine Cook, John Robertson, and Jane
Robertson displayed “Rex” or the king pancakes. And
then the strawberry fields table gave us strawberries and
pancakes by Bob Davis, John Knowlton, Parker Brown,
and Mary Margaret Collier.
After everyone was pancake stuffed, the tips were
counted and the winner announced – Cafe Purist came
in first with Strawberry Fields a close second. But the
real winners were the folks who were there to eat

pancakes, bacon, and sausage and be entertained not only by
a jazz band from UGA, but also by the beautiful children
sporting their beads and enjoying Fat Tuesday celebrations.

The Café Purist team above and the jazz band below.

April Birthdays
1 Sandy Jarrett, Gene
Harrison, Heather Alley,
Grace Nimely
2 Nick Nickerson, Lily
Marshall
3 Margaret Strahl, Valerie
Oxford, Rob Clements
4 Bekki Wagner
5 Steve Hall, Lili Ouzts,
Patti Hoyt
6 Jessica McGhee
7 Kim Ripps, Matt
Humphrey

8 Kyle Osborn, Davis
McLanahan
9 Allen Stovall, John Amos,
Katherine Byrne, William
White, Emmeline Niolon
11 William Cobb,
Abby Green, Zackary Green
12 Pat Hall, Don Smith, Pete
Brown
13 Jane Bowen
14 Don Schmidt, Ryan
Williams
15 Sheila Snead, Christina

Pritchett, McKey Terrell.
Blake Tiller
18 Katie Lloyd
19 Joyce Crowe
19 Cathy Cofer, Sarah
Doherty
20 Mitch McGhee
21 Valerie Beard
21 Jean Smith
21Sharon Reid
23 Linda Backelant
24 Vince Howard, George
Slate

25 Andy Simmonds, Paula
Arscott
26 Adelaide Probst, Leila Hobbs
27 Norma Pylant, Rich
Connelly, Trey Harden
28 Curt Collier, Carter Seward,
Alyssa Rowell, Thomas Brown
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Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:




Sunday

Monday
2

Noon: Homeless
Day Ctr Lunches,
Common Room
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
2:30: Bigger
Vision, Common
Room
9
PALM SUNDAY
10:15: Blessing of
the Palms
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
1:30: Prayer
Shawl Ministry,
Old Music Suite
16
EASTER DAY
7:15 am: Holy
Eucharist
9:00: Holy
Eucharist
10:30: Egg Hunt
for children
11:15: Holy
Eucharist
23
Noon: Easter
Brunch, Common
Room
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
30
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Tuesday
3

Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel; 6:00 pm Spanish
Holy Eucharist
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster, and 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church

Wednesday
4

Thursday

Friday

5
Natural
1:15: Yoga, Old
Music Suite
6:00: Lenten
Supper, Common
Room
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

Saturday

6

7

8

13

14
GOOD FRIDAY
Emmanuel Day
School Closed
Noon: Liturgy of
the Lord’s Passion
6:00: Stations of
the Cross

15
HOLY
SATURDAY
3:00: Brass
Rehearsal
8:00: Great Vigil
of Easter (with
incense)

7:30: Men’s
Spirituality,
Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

10
HOLY MONDAY
7:30: Men’s
Spirituality,
Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry
5:30: Holy
Eucharist

11
HOLY TUESDAY
10:00: Natural
Spirituality, Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite
5:30: Holy
Eucharist

12
HOLY
WEDNESDAY
1:15: Yoga, Old
Music Suite
5:30 Holy
Eucharist
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

17
CHURCH
OFFICE CLOSED

18
10:00: Natural
Spirituality, Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

19
1:15: Yoga, Old
Music Suite
5:30: Emmanuel
Day School Family
Night
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

20
11:00: Eucharist,
Lanier Gardens
11:30: Grief
Support Ministry,
Library
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

21

22
4:45 Daughters of
the King

24
7:30: Men’s
Spirituality,
Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

25
10:00: Natural
Spirituality, Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

26
1:15: Yoga, Old
Music Suite
7:00 Vestry
Meeting
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

27
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

28

29

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
7:00 pm: Holy
Eucharist

News from the narthex

April 2017

The Vestry
Covenant
We, the Vestry of Emmanuel
Church, promise to honor God
by nurturing the spirit and
ministering to God’s people.
We will support everyone’s
gifts for service and leadership
made possible by God’s grace.
Ministry to the poor will be at
the center of all we do. We
promise to welcome with
Christian hospitality all persons
and to offer opportunities to all
to grow in faith. We will
strengthen ourselves through
faithfulness in worship, daily
prayer, and stewardship of our
time, talents and treasure. We
will foster love and joy in God’s
service.

Emmanuel episcopal church
498 Prince Avenue
Athens, GA 30606
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