April & may 2018

NEWS FROM THE NARTHEX

At Emmanuel Episcopal Church,
we strive to provide people the
opportunity for growth in their
faith through our mutual love,
respect and acceptance of one
another.

From father Robert
THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED. ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!
My dear parishioners,
As I wrote this, Karen and I had just
returned from church. It was
Wednesday evening about 7:30, and
we had just tolled our little church bell
39 times to mark and to honor the
death of Martin Luther King Jr. The
one fact that always astounds me is
what Dr. King was able to accomplish
in just 39 years of life. One of the more
moving and edifying “chrism masses”
that I have ever attended took place on
the Tuesday of Holy Week at the
historical Ebenezer Baptist Church in
Atlanta. The clergy gathered with
Bishop Wright in that sacred space to
renew ordination vows and bless and
receive the oils that will be used in our
churches throughout the coming year.
Bishop Wright was classic in that
setting. I wish to share with you some
of his words and thoughts from that
service because they are more than
pertinent to us in this time and place
even 50 years or perhaps especially
after 50 years since Dr. King was slain.
“Being that we are all Georgians now, and
that Martin and Coretta’s earthly remains

are laying just outside, it seems good to stop
here and remember, and maybe even borrow
some of their resolve for service,” Bp. Wright
said, motioning toward the King’s burial site
outside the church. “More than that, I invited
you here because there are three important ideas
that are easy to illustrate in this space. They
are simple but eternal ideas. They are
possibility, pain, and power.”
Bishop Wright said the small sanctuary that
launched King to the international stage is a
powerful symbol of possibility. “The local
parish is still the hope of the world. If that
sounds like too much to say, look around. This
is a totally average parish. Still, from this place
a soul was equipped to confront pharaohs.
Mobilize people. And call a nation to its better
self.”
The Bishop called for clergy and laity to
actively seek new possibilities for sharing Jesus’
message in the world. “When we renew our vows
today, perhaps what needs renewing is not our
intention to be faithful to our respective vows.
Perhaps what needs renewing is our sense of
possibility,” Wright said. “Maybe what is
needed is for us to grasp again a God-sized
sense of what is possible.”
Standing behind Dr. King’s pulpit, adjacent to

the organ where Dr. King’s mother was shot
and killed, Bp. Wright said holding the service
at Ebenezer highlighted current faith issues
such as gun violence.
“What I want to point out here is, this place
knows pain. It’s in the walls and the wood.
And if you’ll acknowledge that. Then, maybe
in the spirit of fellowship, you could
acknowledge your own pain in this place. Or,
at least pledge to. Why? Because to renew our
vows without acknowledging pain, sorrow, and
profound disappointment as we endeavor to be
faithful, is nothing more than putting lipstick
on a pig.”
The Bishop urged those at the service to breathe
in the sanctuary’s history for their spiritual
renewal. “If anything gets renewed today, let it
be our ability to stay curious even in our pain,
recognizing that God uses everything for
learning and for the benefit of the world,” he
said. “If anything gets renewed today, let it be
our courage to be foolish for a God who makes
life out of death. Light out of darkness. And
turns the cowering into conquerors.”
That’s a message that we need to hear not
only during Holy Week, but all the time –
both in our minds and in our hearts.
(Continued on page 3)
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Adult Formation
through trinity sunday
The Adult Faith Formation
Committee offers programs that
explore Holy Scripture, Anglican
tradition, and Church history to
deepen personal
faith, strengthen
community, and
share the Gospel
with each other. We
meet in the
Westminster room,
downstairs in the
Formation Building.
Please join us for these offerings.
April 22, Fourth Sunday of
Easter: A theological reflection of
John 10:11-18 will be facilitated by
Friar Brian. Everyone is asked to
read the Scripture beforehand.
Handouts will be provided.
April 29, Fifth Sunday of
Easter: A theological reflection of
John 15:1-8 will be facilitated by
Friar Brian. Everyone is asked to
read the Scripture beforehand.
Handouts will be provided.
May 6, Sixth Sunday of Easter:
A theological reflection of John

15:9-17 will be facilitated by Friar
Brian. Everyone is asked to read the
Scripture beforehand. Handouts will
be provided.
May 13, Seventh
Sunday of Easter: A
theological reflection of
John 17:6-19 will be
facilitated by Friar Brian.
Everyone is asked to read
the Scripture beforehand.
Handouts will be
provided.
May 20, Day of Pentecost: A
theological reflection of John 15:2627; 16 4b-15 will be facilitated by
Friar Brian. Everyone is asked to read
the Scripture beforehand. Handouts
will be provided.
May 27, Trinity Sunday: A
theological reflection of John 3:1-17
will be facilitated by Friar Brian.
Everyone is asked to read the
Scripture beforehand. Handouts will
be provided.
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(Continued from page 1)
We have had a wonderful Easter
season so far. Our celebrations were
truly that. They happened because of
the time, effort and hard work of so
many. The key to true joy is to make
all of the effort seem effortless. May
the 50 days of Easter be opportunities
for us to encounter “risen-ness” and
holiness.
Some other things…
The Vestry is working on a plan to
refurbish the Common Room and the
kitchen. There will not be any kind of
a fund raising campaign for the work

to be done. Please go ahead and give a
deep sigh of relief. The funds for the
project are coming from prudent
spending and adequate saving. However,
if anyone wants to make a contribution,
it will be humbly accepted.
After a very long period of time and
process it seems that Emmanuel and the
Diocese will soon have someone in place
to act as Campus Missioner and Director
of Youth Ministry. It will be a wonderful
opportunity for all of us to experience
new life and grace in our ministry
together.
Robert

Summer Catechesis
Training
Our annual training for Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd will take place at
Emmanuel June 24th – 30th. This is the
perfect opportunity for anyone interested
in supporting our children's ministries.
The retreat-like training explores the
wellspring of contemplative prayer, the
richness of the child’s spirituality, and our
ever-present invitation to encounter God.
You are welcome to join us! Contact
georgiacollier50@yahoo.com with
questions.

Vacation Bible
School

ELDER CONNECTION TRIP TO GEORGIA’S OWN TAJ MAHAL
Mark your calendar and make your reservation for an adventure to visit an
unbelievable Hindu Temple, BAPS Shri Swaminaryan Mandir, in Lilburn. This
stunning architectural structure was fashioned like a giant jigsaw puzzle with no
metal holding the building together. The lush landscaping, reflective pool, and calm
atmosphere will leave you spellbound. On a guided tour, we will learn about the
intricately carved marble columns, statues, and the rituals. The “Episcobus” departs
from the parking lot at 9:30 am on Wednesday, May 16 and returns after lunch.
Three things to note: shorts, skirts, and sleeveless tops are not allowed; please wear
or bring socks as we must remove our shoes; they ask each of us to bring a
vegetarian canned food item to be donated to the Care Closet Food Pantry. For
reservations contact Gwen Bottoms (770-725-4512, gbottoms@depauw.edu).

We’re putting a new twist on Vacation
Bible School this summer! Mark your
calendars for the evenings of June 12th –
14th for intergenerational fun and
celebrations! (Intergenerational means
moms & dads come too!) We'll share a
meal, music & movement, enjoy games &
crafts. We still need the presence, support
and energy of our wonderful youth
members, so please save these dates and
let Miss Georgia know if you can help.
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Martha facemire, our newest Vestry
member & parish Life Coordinator
introduces herself
Emmanuel Episcopal has woven in and out of my life for
the last 18 years, serving a different role each time.
I was born and raised in Fairfax, Virginia, a suburb of
Washington, DC. I attended Virginia Tech and received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Early Childhood Education.
I fell in love with the mountains and from 1983 to 1999
made my life in southwest Virginia. I met my husband,
Justin Babendreier, through volunteer work and married
him years later. I taught elementary school until the birth
of my son, Jake, in 1996.
After Jake’s birth, I felt a longing to connect with
Christianity. I consulted with our Episcopalian reverend
and friend, Rod Sinclair, about the Episcopal Church and if
it would be a good
fit for me. Father
Rod knew me well.
He had been a
mentor with my
volunteer work. He
also provided
premarital
counseling prior to
marrying Justin and
me. Father Rod
provided guidance
and direction
during my search. I
was baptized and
became a member of Christ Episcopal Church in
Blacksburg in 1995. After moving to Athens, I joined St.
Gregory’s.
My first experience with Emmanuel was in 2000 after our
family moved to Athens. I enrolled Jake in Emmanuel
Episcopal Day School. Little did I know that in 2007 I
would become a preschool teacher at the day school and
serve there for eight magical and wonderful years. The
school and its community have and continue to play a
significant role in my life. As I watch the children I knew
from the day school enter the church after Atrium or walk
down the aisle as acolytes, I feel joy in seeing those threeyear-olds grow and develop into young adults. I feel
honored and privileged to have been given the opportunity
to be a minor part of their lives, as well as their families.

Life takes many turns and late in the summer of 2016, I let
go of my teaching position at Emmanuel. It was the season
of change. My son left for college, and it was time for a
different path in my life, professionally and spiritually. I
soon found myself employed at UGA in the Comparative
Literature Department. After a year working there, I have
learned so much about different people, their culture, and
their literature. More importantly, I have learned an
enormous amount about myself.
Over the years, my commitment to the church and faith
had dwindled, but then I again felt an overwhelming need
and desire to connect spiritually. I found myself once again
at the doorstep of Emmanuel Episcopal Church—this time
for a very different reason, not as a parent or a teacher,
but as a parishioner. After attending my first service, I felt
I was a part of something larger. I cannot necessarily put
my emotions and feelings into words, except to say I felt at
home. The Church, Father Robert, Father Chris, and
many families and individuals have provided comfort,
support, laughter, encouragement, understanding, and
acceptance.
I searched and quietly asked how I could become more
involved and become better acquainted with the church
and its members. On my way to a Saturday evening
service, I received a call from Terrie Seward asking if I
would like to serve on the Vestry. I had many questions
and reservations. After serious reflection I accepted. I
admit, I am nervous. Please trust that I will work and
serve the church to the best of my ability.
I care deeply about our community and the world. My
desire is to build connections among individuals and
families within Emmanuel that will reach out into our local
community and eventually through time and action
improve our world. Emmanuel has the chance to improve
the lives of so many by sharing the love of Christ and our
faith with others. I am grateful and humble to have this
opportunity to give of my time, energy, and talents. I have
so much to learn and am approaching this position with an
open mind and heart. With grace and patience I hope to
serve the church and its members well. I am looking
forward to working and getting to know many of you.
Martha Facemire
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Pastoral care ministry
To Every
Member of
the
Emmanuel
Family,
The Pastoral Care Commission cares
about how you are doing whenever
you find yourself in a time of illness
or life change. If you could use some
support, you may call Robin Johnson
(706-255-8452) or Jan Wheeler
(706-549-6531), knowing that
someone will contact you as soon as
possible. Or contact the church
office, especially if you need
immediate help (706-543-1294). If
you are not interested now, please
know that you can contact us any
time you want assistance.












Pastoral care services include

Eucharist for those who cannot
make it to services for any reason
Agape Meals – Meals to support
those with health or family stress
Elder Connection – Fun and
information for mature
Emmanuelites
Stephen Ministry – Confidential
weekly meetings with a trained
parishioner for support and
caring
Health Ministry – Education,
“check-ins,” support, connection
to resources, yoga
Caregivers Support – Monthly
education and support group for
caregivers
Prayer Ministries – Intercessory
prayer by individuals and
Daughters of the King. Can be
confidential by request.

 Prayer Shawls – Knitted
prayer shawls for comfort
in trying times
In caring service,
Robin Johnson, Health Ministry
Chair

Jan Wheeler,
Vestry
Pastoral Care
Liaison

 Eucharistic Visitors –

April Birthdays
1 Sandy Jarrett, Gene

7 Kim Ripps, Matt Humphrey

13 Jane Bowen

21Sharon Reid

Harrison, Heather Alley,

8 Kyle Osborn, Davis

14 Don Schmidt, Ryan Williams

23 Linda Backelant

Grace Nimely

McLanahan

15 Sheila Snead, Christina

24 Vince Howard, George Slate

2 Nick Nickerson, Lily

9 Allen Stovall, John Amos,

Pritchett, McKey Terrell. Blake

25 Andy Simmonds, Paula Arscott

Marshall

Katherine Byrne, William

Tiller

26 Adelaide Probst, Leila Hobbs

3 Margaret Strahl, Valerie

White, Emmeline Niolon

18 Katie Lloyd

27 Norma Pylant, Rich Connelly,

Oxford, Rob Clements

11 William Cobb,

19 Joyce Crowe

28 Curt Collier, Carter Seward,

4 Bekki Wagner

Abby Green, Zackary Green

19 Cathy Cofer, Sarah Doherty

Alyssa Rowell, Thomas Brown

5 Steve Hall, Lili Ouzts, Patti

12 Pat Hall, Don Smith, Pete

20 Mitch McGhee

Hoyt

Brown

21 Valerie Beard

6 Jessica McGhee

21 Jean Smith
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To celebrate Emmanuel’s 175th Anniversary,
THE EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHOIR
will be holding a concert at 6:00 PM on Sunday,
April 29th,
with reception to follow in the Common Room.
Music will include five of the
Old American Songs by Aaron Copland,
Vidi Aquam by Connor Koppin,
and other American choral classics.
The evening will also include a poetry reading by
Sara T. Baker
and
piano solos by
Mackenzie Marr and John Knowlton.
We hope you will join us for this celebration of 175 years
of Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Athens!

May Birthdays
8 Elizabeth Dent Curtis, Jane

13 Bob Wood, Bob Thompson,

20 Elaine Kalber, Robin Johnson,

Jack Luken

Robertson

Meredith Kahlstorf

Daley Connelly, Katrina Evans

3 Ezra Taylor

9 Sylvia Gibson, Helen

14 Hart Roberts, Thomas Ehlers

21 Kathleen Rockwell, Natalie Ripps

4 Marty Kemp

Costantino

15 Ann Frierson, Gayla

22 Alexander Pannell

10 Hays Sligh, Kaya Pitt

Nickerson, Olivia Ripps

23 Phillip Cofer

Tomlinson, Erin Wallace

11 Edward Kall, Pam Cooke,

16 Rob Byrne

24 Charles Appleby, Phillip Doherty,

7 Jim Spencer, Louise

Tom Odom

17 Mariella Stortz

Daniel Brown

Freeman

12 Claire Bartlett

18 Gene Weeks, Samuel Latimer

25 Dee Forester, Phillip Moery

19 Michael West

26 Peggy Christa, Hank Seward

1 Tanya Boyd, Emma Bartlett,

5 Margaret McIntyre, Jon

28 Allene Northcutt

7

Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:




Sunday
April 22
11:30: ESL
lessons
Noon: Natural
Spirituality, Lib
29
11:30: ESL
lessons
Noon: Natural
Spirituality, Lib
6:00: Choir
Concert
6
11:30: ESL
lessons
Noon: Natural
Spirituality, Lib
Homeless lunches
13
11:30: ESL
lessons
Noon: Natural
Spirituality, Lib
1:30: Prayer Shawl

Monday

Tuesday
23

Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster; 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church; and 12:15 pm
Spanish Holy Eucharist, Church

Wednesday
24

Thursday

Friday

25

26

8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group, Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry
30
8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group, Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

10:00: Natural
Natural
6:15: Vestry
Spirituality,
Meeting, Vestry
Library
Room
7:30: Al-Anon,
7:15: Choir
Old Music Suite
Rehearsal
May 1
2
10:00: Natural
Natural
7:15: Choir
Spirituality,
Rehearsal
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

3

7
8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group, Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry
14
8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group, Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

8
10:00: Natural
Natural
7:15: Choir
Spirituality,
Rehearsal
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite
15
10:00: Natural
Natural
7:15: Choir
Spirituality,
Rehearsal
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

21
8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group, Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

Saturday
27

28
4:00:Wedding
Rehearsal
11:30: Memorial
(Catmur & Smith) for John Amos
3:00: Catmur &
Smith Wedding
4

5
4:45: Daughters
of the King

9

10
11:00: Eucharist
at Lanier Gardens

11
11:00: Day School
Graduation

12

16

17

18

19
4:45 Daughters of
the King

22
23
10:00: Natural
Natural
6:15: Vestry
Spirituality,
Meeting, Vestry
Library
Room
7:30: Al-Anon,
7:15: Choir
Old Music Suite
Rehearsal

24

25

26

29
10:00: Natural
Natural
7:15: Choir
Spirituality,
Rehearsal
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

31

Ministry, Old Music
Suite

20
Last Sunday for
Children/Youth
Formation
11:30: ESL
lessons
Noon: Natural
Spirituality, Lib
27
11:30: ESL
lessons
Noon: Natural
Spirituality, Lib
7:00:
Brotherhood of
St. Andrew, Lib

28
Church Office
Closed for
Memorial Day

30
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Transfers to
Emmanuel
Charlie Bowden
Taylor and Nathaniel Evans
Anna Rhoads and Clara Jane
Valarie Lynn Manning
from
St. Matthews Episcopal
Church
Madison, Alabama
Ralph and Sarah NeSmith
from
St. Matthews Episcopal
Church
Snellville, Georgia
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