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NEWS FROM THE NARTHEX
From father Robert
LISTENING TO THE SILENCE: PEACE
Dear Sisters and Brothers in the
Lord,
By the time you read this, Advent—
that season of joyful anticipation and
hope—will be well underway.
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is a key
figure in the season, and as
Episcopalians I think it’s good to
have a healthy respect for the role of
Mary in the history of salvation.
One of the most memorable
passages from the Gospel of Luke
(1:38) is Mary’s fiat: “Behold the
handmaid of the Lord: be it done to
me according to thy word.” Her
YES to God’s will represented her
unflagging devotion. Her YES
became a model for Christians. At
Christmastime and again at the feast
of the Annunciation on March 25,
we both celebrate Mary’s fiat and
also reflect on her hesitation at the
annunciation, when she “was
troubled at his saying and thought
within herself what kind of greeting
this should be.” It is arguably one of
the most famous pauses in history.

& EVERY BLESSING FROM GOD!

Surprisingly, the Virgin Mary, the
most famous woman in Christianity,
spoke on only four occasions in the
entire New Testament: Luke 1:26-38
(the Annunciation); Luke 1:48-56
(Mary’s song); Luke 2:41-52 (child
Jesus at the Temple); and John 2:1-11
(Wedding at Cana). Her remarks
amount to under 200 words, and yet
they inspired innumerable prayers,
hymns, sermons and other devotional
practices,
perhaps none
more than her
words at the
Annunciation.

Within the
Gospel of
Luke, written
around 80-100
C.E., we meet Mary as a young virgin
betrothed to Joseph. The Annunciation
story, only 12 verses long, not only
defined Mary as obedient to the will of
God but became a scene reimagined
both in visual illustrations and written
devotional materials. Luke was often

referred to as “the painter of the
Virgin” because he supplied the most
details about Mary and became the
touchstone for understanding of the
Mother of God.
Mary’s initial silence and eventual
assent to God’s will at the
Annunciation is a compelling moment
within theological commentaries on
that event. Her pause is particularly
significant in today’s sound-bite
world, replete with snappy headlines
and quickly drafted tweets that
encapsulate the briefest of human
responses. Against this background
consider a new Mary’s silence, her
pregnant pause, full of anticipation and
wonder. When we listen to the
Annunciation story, it is clear that
inner contemplation has always been
an integral aspect of Christian
devotion. We would all do well to
imitate Mary with such thoughtfulness
in our own challenging moments.
During this time of year, it’s good to
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Adult Formation for
advent 2018
The Adult Faith Formation
Committee offers programs that
explore Holy Scripture, Anglican
tradition, and Church history to
deepen personal faith, strengthen
community, and share the Gospel
with each other.
Adult Formation meets in the
Westminster room, downstairs in
the
Formation
Building.
Please join
us for these
offerings this
month.
This Advent,
Emmanuel
invites the parish community to
await the coming of Christ by
moving through the first two
chapters of the Gospel of Luke.
Luke’s gospel provides a pattern
for understanding how to live the
way of love as individuals, families,

friends, and as a community. Being
equipped, we then have the
opportunity to bring the gift into the
world.
“Journeying the Way of Love” is a
four-week Advent program based in
scriptures and themes from the
Sunday lectionary. Our time together
will focus on:
 Advent One: The
Annunciation: Saying
“Yes” to the Journey
 Advent Two: Mary and
Elizabeth: Journeying
with Family and
Friends
 Advent Three: The
Birth of John the
Baptist: Journeying with
Community


Advent Four: The Birth of
Jesus: Journeying with the
World.
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(continued from page 1)
take some moments in our prayer
lives to reflect on how we
anticipate things, how we prepare
for the unexpected, and how we
bring our beliefs into those
moments that come to each of us.
Taking a moment to pause might
well give us a great sense of peace
in our decision making and in the
responses we make to the gifts and
challenges offered us by life. Who
knows what silence says?
This past Sunday we held our
Annual Meeting. The minutes will
be published for your perusal soon.
I want to take this time to
profoundly thank the members of

the outgoing Vestry class: Terry
Seward, Rob Hoyt, Bill Fox and
Randy Forester. At the same time I
offer my thanks and congratulations
to the incoming vestry class: Bob
Smith, Lane Stewart, Rich Connelly,
and Walter Jarrett. I look forward to
seeing how the Spirit speaks to God’s
people in the days and weeks to
come.
The Christmas Giving Tree is up. It is
a wonderful opportunity for us to
reach out to the children who will
have no Christmas except what we
can provide for them.
Many blessings during this holy
season,
Robert +

Approximately 40 people
attended the November 1st
“Lunch and Learn” with Robin
Johnson. She delivered new
information on the different
types of dementia and offered
everyone some suggestions.
Members of the committee
prepared and served a healthy
lunch afterwards. Our thanks to Robin, Chandler Pike, Margaret
Strahl, Becky Mullis, Jeanette Bowers, Rosalyn DeVorsey, Dee
Forester, Merry Stovall, and Gwen Bottoms.

Day School Registration for the
2019-2020 School Year
We will hold a Priority Registration for the 20192020 school year for members of Emmanuel Church
from January 9th to 23rd. We offer a comprehensive,
creative morning program for children 20 months to
4 years old. The church website has detailed
information about the Day School.
Please email Amy Wraga at dayschool@emmanuelathens.org to schedule a
tour and learn more about registration.

Bigger Vision
Winter Homeless
Shelter
An Opportunity to
Serve
During the past year, there were 166
sheltered homeless individuals and
families in Athens-Clarke County.
Despite the efforts of many
organizations, over 46 persons were
left without a bed during the night.
The Bigger Vision shelter was
established in 1998 as a response to the
needs of temporarily homeless men
and women in Athens. Bigger Vision’s
mission is to provide a warm, dry place
to sleep each night on a first-come,
first-served basis during the winter
months.
Emmanuel has signed up to prepare a
meal for 40 individuals for several
winter Sunday nights. If you would like
to be a part of a cooking team or a
team to deliver the meal and serve the
guests, please sign up to volunteer.
The sign-up sheets are set up in the
narthex. For more information, see
Merry Reetz Stovall 706-546-9033
The remaining dates for volunteers to
prepare and serve are:
January 6
February 3
March 3
March 31
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advent in the Atrium: Waiting for Jesus
We discuss the Incarnation with children in the Atrium in
these three ways:
1. Through Geography. Biblical Geography is offered to
children as young as 3-yearsold, and we continue to
present these grounding
works as the child grows in
age and wisdom. The
purpose of geography is to
place Jesus in time and in
space, to help the children
realize that he is a real
person.
God chose to give mankind
Jesus, who is all man and all
God, to live among us. Jesus is a real person who lived in
in the land of Israel, a small country composed of distinct
regions and waterways. In the town of Nazareth, the angel
told Mary she would have a baby by the power of the Holy
Spirit, and Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem. Jesus
taught in the city of Jerusalem, where he died on the cross
and rose again.
For this work, we use a raised surface map to introduce
the names and to locate the places where the most
significant events in Jesus life happened. It is a favorite of
catechists and children alike.
2. Through the Prophecies. We meditate on the prophecies to
offer each child an image of the coming of the Messiah—
an image of the nature of the Messiah. We introduce the
prophecies to the children by acknowledging the liturgical
season, the time of waiting and preparing for the feast of
Christmas, the celebration of Jesus’ birth.
The Catechist may introduce a prophecy by first
recognizing the work of a prophet. We might say, “Long
before Jesus was born, people were waiting and preparing
for his coming. God wanted the people to know a gift was
coming and what that gift would be like, so they would
recognize the gift and welcome him! So God gave clues
about this gift to people called 'prophets.' Prophets are
those who listen to God with their whole heart and then
share God's secrets with others. Today, we will listen to
one of these secrets."

We then solemnly read the prophecy from the Bible and
reflect on what we have heard. We offer five prophecy
works to the youngest children, and we meditate on one
or two a year. Our prophecy work includes:






The Great Light
The Names of the Messiah
The Birthplace of the Messiah
The Mother
Prophecy of the Star and the Scepter

3. Through Stories. The infancy narratives, the events
surrounding the birth of Jesus, help us to reflect with the
children on the question, “Who are you Lord?” Some of
the other key themes we find
in the stories about the infant
Jesus include: 1) God’s plan
being unfolded throughout the
history of salvation involves
waiting and preparation and is
always aimed at giving us the
fullness of life in God’s Kingdom; 2) God does the greatest
things with the smallest “vessels”; and 3) The Holy Spirit
brings forth life in difficult to impossible circumstances, as
well as joy and mysterious knowledge.
The Infancy Narratives we offer to our youngest children
include:






Annunciation to Mary
Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth
Birth of Jesus and the Adoration of the Shepherds
Adoration of the Magi
Presentation in the Temple

Please take some time to visit our Atrium of the Good
Shepherd during the beautiful season of Advent. We invite
you to share in some of the experiences that our children
enjoy!
To schedule a visit, simply contact Georgia at
georgiacollier50@yahoo.com.
Happy and Peaceful Advent!
Georgia
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Our angel tree is
back

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
175th Birthday
Commemorative Ornament

This Advent, take a moment to share in the Hope that only
comes from God. Remove a name from the tree in the
Narthex to share in extending the gift of Peace in this
season of awareness and expectation. Emmanuel will
collect and share new unwrapped gifts, as well as nonperishable food donations.
The gifts will be delivered to Emmaus House for their
annual Children's Christmas Festival. The Christmas Eve
Festival offers local residents entertainment, food, fun, and
a visit with Santa and his helpers for more than 800
children and their parents. The food will be donated to the
Food Bank of NE Georgia to support a food pantry at
Cedar Shoals High School.
Gifts should be returned to the Narthex by December
16th.

The 175th Commemorative Crystal Ornament is
available for sale now.
You may purchase your ornament in the church office
for only $25 during normal office hours. You may
write a check with a note in the memo or pay in cash.
An ornament will make a great gift this holiday season
for that someone special or yourself.

Most-Needed Gifts: (for ages infant - 16 years & all sizes)










Kohl's or WalMart Gift Cards
Sports Balls
Warm Hats, Scarves, Gloves and Socks (all sizes)
Educational Toys
Books
Musical Toys
Backpacks
Board Games
Pajamas

Best Food Items:








Canned Veggies, Fruit, Soups
Peanut Butter
Granola Bars
Crackers
Canned Meals
Pasta
Cereal

Your gifts in the past years have been truly overwhelming
and remarkable. Thank you for making a difference in the
lives of others.

Upcoming Events for
Emmanuel Youth
Jr & Sr Diocesan Youth Council
The Diocesan Youth Commission hosts its DYC Retreat
twice a year. It takes place is annually at Camp Mikell the
first full weekend of December for middle schoolers and
the first full weekend of January for high schoolers. The
goal of the retreat is to bring the fun of Summer Camp
into an abbreviated winter session. The theme of the DYC
Retreat changes yearly, but it is always a fun weekend that
includes music, worship, morning program, afternoon
activities, and a dance!
For more information: www.eycdioatl.org/dyc.html
JR. DYC - December 7-9 - DEADLINE DEC 1st
SR. DYC - January 4-6 - DEADLINE JAN 2nd
Register via the link in our church e-letter!
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Emmanuel: 175 years old and counting
If you included the musicians and servers, more than 175 people gathered downtown at the Georgian to celebrate Emmanuel’s 175th
birthday. It was cold outside but warm inside, as friends and family members ate, drank, and talked the evening away. With the
church offering three different services, many party-goers encountered people they had never seen before, who may attend a
different service. But everyone was friendly and happy to be celebrating. “I have met more people tonight than I have in all my years
at Emmanuel,” said Jean White Jordan, a native of Devon, England. She married her husband, the late Ken Jordan, who was in
England with the U.S. military during World War II. “This is such a wonderful party,” added Mrs. Jordan, who has been an
Emmanuel member for more than 40 years. Her daughter Laurel Genteman, a local Athens artist who grew up in Emmanuel, also
came to the party and donated art to the silent auction.
Father Robert told the crowd that since the church’s founding in 1843, a lot has changed, ”but not as much as one might think.” As
parish members, he said, we are still called to live as authentic disciples of Jesus, and we do so by offering radical hospitality,
becoming risk takers, and displaying extravagant generosity. If the Emmanuel parish rested on past achievements, Father Robert said,
it would wither away. Instead, we are working to become a beacon of light, a refuge for the poor and hurting, helping those on the
margins of society. We are continuing to create new stories. He encouraged all to enjoy “the wonderful celebration of who we are.”
As members of the Athens Symphony played chamber music—Megan Brown and Sarah Pickett on violin, Zach Jones on viola and
Emily Pauline on cello—parish members, sometimes with additional family members in tow, wandered from food station to food
station, sipping glasses of Chardonnay or Cabernet. “It’s a good time to get together for food and fellowship,” said former senior
warden Butch Bush. “We’re number one in Athens on November 15, and no votes have to be recounted for me to say that.”
New member John Knowlton said he imagines few churches would have an upscale party to celebrate its birthday, but he was happy
he could enjoy Emmanuel’s “friendly and warm atmosphere.” The 175th party was also a fund-raiser, said Brooke Stortz, bringing in
more than $10,000 to the church. A silent auction featured multi-course dinners prepared by different church members, bridge
lessons, jewelry, trips to Italy and Antigua, original art, a wine basket, pottery, and a votive holder made from 100-year-old wood.
The organizing committee took special care in choosing the food from South Kitchen, which caters events at the Georgian, Mrs.
Stortz said. The piles of empty bowls on almost every table—before servers whisked them away—suggested how popular was
shrimp and grits. People were also loading their plates with battered vegetables, beef tenderloin, roasted Brussels sprouts and green
salad, as well as all sorts of desserts, many of them chocolate.
At one of the many tables sat Merry and Allen Stovall, Gene Weeks and Heidi and Andy Simmonds. They pronounced the party as,
“Fabulous people, fabulous fun, 175 years, Emmanuel, well done.”
Rebecca McCarthy

December Birthdays
1 Philip Bettendorf, Campbell
Harrison
2 Mark Dodson
4 Esther Smith, Sissy Erwin,
Nell Hemphill, Rhodes
McLanahan, John Robertson
5 Gloria Sams, Emilee Stortz
6 Keith Dix, Eloise Luken
7 Anna Rhoads Evans
8 Lloyd Jenkins, Lee
Atkinson, Conner Pannell

9 Peg Wood, Ann Wilkins,
Carter Stanfield, Benjamin
Barnes

15 Tom Tuggle, Jack
Matthews

21 Emily Reynolds, Georgia
Patterson, Gael Williams

10 Vivian Ygartua, Andrew
Aiken, Gillian Ball

16 Debra Harden, Elaine
Cook, Kim Noland, Tye
Edison

24 Kurt Genteman, Colleen
Weynand

11 Joshua Alexander, Laura
Alexander, Evan Greene

17 Stephen Ingle, Melissa
Marks, Samantha Nickerson

12 Annette Mitchell, Pam
Shields, Matthew Hicks

18 Gregory McIntyre, Robin
Krause, Laura Harrison,
Clarke Buckner

27 Thomas Wilkins, Nancy
Phillips, Beth Shaw, Kelly
Herbster, Harris Collier

19 Douglas Brown

28 Johnny Scoggins, Max Germain

20 Ann Joye McLeod

29 Ruth Cline, Ethan Greene

13 Kim Tomlinson, Mary Anne
Shields
14 Marjorie Garner, Rob
Winthrop, Eli Clarke

25 Vesta Hardman, Marib Gipson,
Kate Kleiber
26 Laurel Genteman, Patrick Snead

30 James Buckner
31 Kenneth Drescher, Clayton
Dufur
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Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:




Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

2
Noon: Annual
Parish Meeting,
Common Room
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
9
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
1:30: Prayer
Shawl Ministry,
Old Music Suite
6:00: Advent
Lessons & Carols
16
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
23
NO FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

30
NO FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
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Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster; 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church; and 12:30 pm
Spanish Holy Eucharist, Church

Wednesday

Thursday

4

8:00 Men’s
Spirituality,
Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

10
8:00 Men’s
Spirituality,
Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

11
10:00: Natural
Natural
7:15: Choir
Spirituality,
Rehearsal
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

17
8:00 Men’s
Spirituality,
Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry
24
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
4:30: Choral
Prelude
5:00: Family
Eucharist
10:30: Choral
Prelude
11:00: Eucharist

18
19
10:00: Natural
Natural
DAY SCHOOL
Spirituality,
BREAK BEGINS
Library
7:15: Choir
7:30: Al-Anon,
Rehearsal
Old Music Suite
25
26
CHURCH OFFICE
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
CLOSED
10:00: Christmas
Eucharist
11:30: Spanish
Christmas
Eucharist

31

Friday

5

Saturday

6

7

8

13

14

15
4:45: Daughters
of the King

20

21

22

27

28

29
4:45: Daughters
of the King

Natural
2:00: Emmanuel
Connection,
Library
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal
12

11:00:Eucharist,
Lanier Gardens
5:15: Stephen
Ministry, Library

6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library
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The Vestry
Covenant
We, the Vestry of Emmanuel
Church, promise to honor God
by nurturing the spirit and
ministering to God’s people.
We will support everyone’s
gifts for service and leadership
made possible by God’s grace.
Ministry to the poor will be at
the center of all we do. We
promise to welcome with
Christian hospitality all persons
and to offer opportunities to all
to grow in faith. We will
strengthen ourselves through
faithfulness in worship, daily
prayer, and stewardship of our
time, talents and treasure. We
will foster love and joy in God’s
service.

Emmanuel episcopal church
498 Prince Avenue
Athens, GA 30606
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