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NEWS FROM THE NARTHEX

At Emmanuel Episcopal
Church, we strive to provide
people the opportunity for
growth in their faith
through our mutual love,
respect and acceptance of
one another.

From father Robert
LET GO OF THE “SHOULD’VE, WOULD’VE, COULD’VE” IN YOUR LIFE
Dear Parish Family,
I pray that your summer is restful
and affords you the time to find that
sense of peacefulness inside of you. I
have always found the summer
season a good time to reflect on
what has been and to wonder about
what is to come!
Sometimes in reflection, the
“should’ve, would’ve and could’ve”
raise their heads (not necessarily
ugly ones) and make me think a lot
more than usual about some thing
or some situation. Do you find that
happening yourself? The most
important thing in traveling down
that path is to be careful not to let
regret become a weight which keeps
us from moving forward with our
lives and our new choices.
Instead we could try to convert

regret into a lesson learned, as well as
a resolution to do things differently the
next time. Regret is our emotional
response to the reality that we have in
fact made a mistake. It sometimes
takes the form of sadness, guilt,
remorse or disappointment. It’s
interesting that the word “regret” has
its origin in the German grata, which
means to weep. We weep, perhaps,
for the lost opportunities to do what
we might have done or to stop doing
the things we know we shouldn’t.
The missed opportunities that we
regret often are seem centered on
education, career, romance,
parenting, our self and leisure. We
think back, wishing we had said
something to a friend or relative
before they passed. We may
remember with regret not taking
advantage of an educational
opportunity or not daring to undertake

a once in a life-time adventure.
When we regret a road or choice not
taken in our lives we are regretting
what we imagine would have
happened if we had chosen differently.
Of course we are imagining the very
best and wonderfully fulfilling
scenario, aren’t we? The only reality
we have is that we will never know for
sure.
My dear brothers and sisters it is not
in our power to go back in history and
redo all the bad stuff—but it certainly
is in our power to do things differently
today. We can begin to act now in the
light of what we have learned the hard
way. Why in the world do we beat
ourselves up for honestly not knowing
back then what we know now? What
might it be like if we simply forgave
ourselves for making imperfect
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A little bit about MEMC
I have been asked to tell you about
MEMC, what we do, and how you
can be a part of that. Your first
question is probably “what is
MEMC?” MEMC stands for Mission
and Extended Ministries
Committee. I believe the website
says it well: “The Vestry created the
Mission and Extended Ministries
Committee (MEMC) to coordinate
mission and outreach efforts at
Emmanuel. All outreach grants are
given in the name
of Emmanuel
Church, and all
work is done in
the name of
Emmanuel
Church. The
MEMC reports to
the Rector and the Vestry and
works in collaboration with them.
The committee makes funding
recommendations to the Vestry, but
final approval for funding, as per
Canon, rests with the Vestry.”
The funding for MEMC-supported
grants is derived primarily from the
Williams and Rhodes endowments
which are to be used for outreach.

Only income from the endowments
is budgeted, we do not spend any of
the endowment principle.
MEMC is specifically set up to deal
with charitable organizations, not
individuals. MEMC accepts
applications for grants throughout
the year and recommends grants
every quarter. Applications can be
found on the church website
http://www.emmanuelathens.org/
outreach or picked up at the
Church office. If you know any
organizations doing good work
that MEMC would like to be
part of, please direct them to
the Committee. Any member
of MEMC would be happy to
discuss the grant program with
them and help. Members include
Ben Ehlers (Chair), Carter Stanfield
(Vestry Liaison), Samantha Ledford,
Diane Wahlers, and Jan Neubauer.
Or you can send an email to
memc2016@emmanuelathens.org
for more information. A link to the
MEMC grant application is located
on the MEMC webpage under the
“Social Ministries” tab.
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(continued from page 1)
choices and began to move on?
It’s not New Year’s yet, but why
not resolve today not to waste
time focusing on our regrets—
even the legitimate ones—and
instead tend to the present
moment(s) so that we can be fully
aware of the opportunities before
us and make decisions that we are
less likely to regret.
Blessings,
Robert +

Transitions
We are so thankful for the time
that Father Chris has spent with us
at Emmanuel. He has touched so
many of us and has made a direct
and positive impact on our
community, church, and especially
our youth. While we will miss him,
we wish him all the best as he takes
up his ministry at St. Mary's
Church in Arlington, VA.
Join us after the 10:30 service on
Sunday July 9th to bid farewell to
Father Chris.

To Emmanuel
Baranda and Rebekah Taylor
Kevin Dunn
from
Holy Trinity, Decatur GA
Garth and Polly Hixson
Emma and Charles
from
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Athens GA
Stephen Ingle
from
St. Mary’s Episcopal,
Columbia S.C.

Baptisms

House of the Holy Moment
Emmanuel Elder Connection invites you to a play reading of the
comedy “House of the Holy Moment.” Our own Ralph Stephens
will lead this reading in the church library on Wednesday, July
26 at 2:00. “House of the Holy Moment,” a comedy by Cary
Pepper, involves a man who registers his house as a religious
institution to avoid paying property taxes. We will enjoy
fellowship and lemonade and cookies following the reading.

Emily Hetherington
Tucker Lanier Strong
son of
Charles Steward and Kingsley Blount
Strong
Clayton Burke Dufur
son of
John Brian and Sallie Amanda Kimzey
Dufur
Grant James Martin
son of
Timothy Scott and Tricia Megan
Martin Jr.
Ezra Liam Taylor
son of
Rebekah Lynn and Baranda Nicole
Taylor
Blake Landon Herbster
son of
Judson Luke and Kelly Overman
Herbster
John Daniel Marks
son of
Daniel Robert and Melissa Mackenzie
Marks
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Fun & fun facts from vacation
bible school
This summer over 80 children and youth participated in a
faith- and fun-filled week at Emmanuel. Learning stations
included “Music and Movement,” “Arts and Crafts,”
“Outdoor Games,” and a “Snack Factory.” We also added a
new station this year – the children toured sacred spaces in
our church and looked for “God sightings” and
peacefulness. The most requested space to visit each day
was our beautiful baptismal font.
Beegee Elder, Child Nutrition Manager of the Food Bank
of Northeast Georgia, offered a program on healthy, fresh
food and giving to others. Cans and coins were collected
for the Food Bank and those donations added almost 2,000
meals to assist food-insecure families.
Many, many thanks to Emmanuel and all of our volunteers
who made this week possible. We look forward to hosting
another exciting VBS in June, 2018.
Georgia Collier
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Reflections from a pilgrim
My name is Charlie Kahlstorf and I was confirmed at
Emmanuel this past February. After every class is
confirmed, we have an opportunity to go on a Pilgrimage.
When my parents first asked me if I wanted to go on the
youth Pilgrimage this summer, honestly, I wasn’t totally
sure. Then once we all met and talked about all the details,
I was super excited about going! Traveling by train from
Gainesville, Georgia all the way up to Boston,
Massachusetts and all the stops along the way was going to
be a great adventure. I knew I would learn a lot, but I had
no idea what I would really take away from the trip.
The first thing was the new friendships I made with the
kids on the trip. Not having any technology really helped

us all to get to know one another. As we traveled to the
different places, our first stop was Washington, D.C.,
then New York City and lastly Boston. The one thing that
was the most memorable was my time at the Monastery in
New York. I was a little nervous about it before I went,
but I learned so much. It was great experience and
awesome to get to know the lifestyles of the monks and
how they lived. Also seeing all the different churches
throughout our journey was pretty amazing. We learned
about the architecture of many different churches, and it
was astonishing compared to what I see daily in Athens. I
am grateful for this time and would go back again!
Charlie Kahlstorf

A devotional from Bishop Robert Wright

Faith is...
Faith is keeping your head up even when you’re standing in a valley. Faith is looking beyond the hills
that try to intimidate you. Faith is the lens we look through to understand God’s text messages to us.
Faith is knowing God is real, able, good and generous. Faith is how we walk out of the valleys we find
ourselves in from time to time. Faith is what we can lend to others trapped in valleys. Faith is knowing
there is a gracious Somebody beyond the cold hills we face. Faith is knowing this Somebody is an
advocate and sustainer.
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Celebration for st. cecilia’s choir
Our St. Cecelia Children’s Choir celebrated their year
with an afternoon at Funopolis. The fun included rockclimbing, bumper cars, bowling, sliding, and lots of arcade
games. We appreciate their work and the beauty they
contribute to our worship services. All children are
welcome to join the choir when we gather again in the
fall.

July Birthdays
2 Anne Thompson
3 Jon Carlson, Sandra
Tuck-Poss, Suresh
Alexander, Emma Neil
4 Michael Chalker, Robert
Davis
5 Christopher Johnston
6 James Reynolds, Crysty
Odom, Allison Clements,
Melanie Rowell, Grant
Martin
7 McKay Brown, Will
Herrin, Mary Atkinson
9 William Russell, Judith

Wettstaed, Josh Thames
10 Ryan Kleiber, Whitney
Swann, Byron Norris, Alex
McQueen
11 Ellen Dolphus
12 Reese Martin
13 Stacy Mallet, Weyman
Johnson, Beau Williams
14 Faith Lovelind, Tee
Noland, Amy Hoyt, Clayton
Dodson
15 Donald McAlister, Al
Clarke, Oliver Woodruff,
William Murphy

16 Michael Murray
17 Melissa Ann Kinney
18 Carlos Ygartua, John
Albright, Adelaide Ellis,
Walker Gray
19 James Davis, Ellisa
Garrett, Abigail Pylant,
Emma Hixson
20 Christie Bettendorf, Max
Ruston
21 Sue Holt, Glenn Tillman,
William McLanahan
22 Charles Bullock, Cuppy
Roberts

23 Sally Swann
24 Vivia Ingle
25 Emily Luken, Jason Tiller,
Anne Greene
26 Chris Blount, Amrey Harden,
S. Amanda Kimzey, Elizabeth
Tillman
27 Lucas Donnelly
29 Harrison Marks
30 Kathryn Crump
31 Jenny Ford, Bill Fox
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Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:




Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

2

3

9

10

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Wednesday

4
Happy 4th of July
Office Closed

11
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

16

17

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

23

18

24

30

Friday

Saturday

6

7

12

13

14

8

15
4:45: Daughters
of the King

19

20

21

22

26
Natural
2:00: Emmanuel
Elder Connection
Play Reading,
Library

27
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

28

29
4:45 Daughters of
the King

Natural

25
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

Thursday
5

Natural

10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel; 6:00 pm Spanish
Holy Eucharist
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster, and 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church

31

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Emmanuel’s Prayer Ministry
While you are probably aware of those requesting intercessory prayer when their names are read during the
Prayers of the People, you may not know that Emmanuel also provides daily intercessory prayer for those
with long-term needs and for those who do not wish their names to appear in print or to be read aloud. If you
seek this type of support or know someone who would appreciate the loving prayers of this ministry, please
contact Elaine Carleton at sbcarleton270@charter.net or leave a message at 706-353-8017.
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The Vestry
Covenant
We, the Vestry of Emmanuel
Church, promise to honor God
by nurturing the spirit and
ministering to God’s people.
We will support everyone’s
gifts for service and leadership
made possible by God’s grace.
Ministry to the poor will be at
the center of all we do. We
promise to welcome with
Christian hospitality all persons
and to offer opportunities to all
to grow in faith. We will
strengthen ourselves through
faithfulness in worship, daily
prayer, and stewardship of our
time, talents and treasure. We
will foster love and joy in God’s
service.

Emmanuel episcopal church
498 Prince Avenue
Athens, GA 30606
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