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may 2017

NEWS FROM THE NARTHEX

At Emmanuel Episcopal Church,
we strive to provide people the
opportunity for growth in their
faith through our mutual love,
respect and acceptance of one
another.

From father Robert
TIME TO PAUSE, WONDER AND WAIT!
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
I hope you are all well and loving
the season and time we are in. I
have to say that it has been rather
hectic over the last number of
months, certainly from Advent
through Easter. It has been a
season of change.
For some it has been a time to
experience loss—some have
moved into Emmanuel because
they left someplace else, some
have left Emmanuel for career,
education or simply to
experience change. For others it
has been a time to experience
grief. To those of our family and
friends who have said good-bye
to loved ones through death…
we have little choice really then
to acknowledge the losses we
feel, whatever they are about and
to be aware of all that’s going on
inside of us. We celebrate

endings in whatever form they
take by choosing to build on them.
We celebrate endings by
respecting what was as an integral
part of what is. We celebrate
endings by trusting God with our
beginnings. There are many things
for each of us to experience,
celebrate and give thanks for—
sunrise, sunset, endings and
beginnings, all a part of the circle
of lives woven together.
We celebrate beginnings and all
that is new with the hope and
expectation of what is to come.
We celebrate beginnings with
confidence in ourselves and in the
comfort of God. We celebrate the
plans we make and the resolutions
we mean to keep. We celebrate
beginnings by turning over control
to God. Each of these events helps
paint for me an accurate portrait
of where I think Emmanuel is at
the moment. For me I sense a time

to pause in order to wonder and
wait. Now that doesn’t mean
doing nothing. Rather we should
remember the disciples gathered
in the Upper Room after Easter
waiting for the enlightenment and
the courage of the Holy Spirit to
take hold of their lives. We’ve had
the mad rush of refurbishing our
church, celebrating Christmas,
welcoming the Bishop to
consecrate the church and bless us,
the holy season of Lent beginning
three days later and all of Holy
Week and Easter. We have
experienced births, baptisms,
illnesses and death for members of
our family of faith. Soon there will
be (or perhaps by the time you
read this there will have been) a
myriad of graduations from every
level of the intellectual maze. Yet,
we wait. We remember. We
reform. We change from old to
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
something new.
The church—the parish—is
calling us to grow as well. We
are called to be open to new
possibilities, to new forms of
ministry, to making our little
circle wider and wider, where
all will feel welcome and all
will feel like they want to share
their gifts. We need you. We
need all of you to consider
serving the Lord and your
brothers and sisters. We need
folks to come forward and
minister in the context of our
liturgical life: Readers,
Eucharistic Ministers, Acolytes,
Ministers of Hospitality and
Welcome, Choir members,
Altar and Flower Guild
persons. Please during the time
of summer rest think about
sharing your gifts with those
who are in formation. Please

think of our Outreach efforts and
how we might expand them and
how best we can serve the Lord
who comes to us in a variety of
disguises. One area of growth we
are experiencing today is in
ministry to the Hispanic
community around us. It has been
a little bit slow to get off the
ground, but we are offering
religious instruction to both
adults and children and last
Saturday we had over 35
individuals at the 6:00 pm liturgy.
It’s not far fetched to believe that
those numbers can grow
significantly. I’m proud of those
of us who show up to support this
new ministry. Thank you.
So, as summer nears, I wish you
peace, safety and rest.
In his name,
Robert +

Calling Child Inventors, Youth
Volunteers and Adult Leaders !

Emmanuel’s Vacation Bible School is coming your way!
Maker Fun Factory!
Created by God, Built for a Purpose
Monday - Friday, June 12 - 16
9:15am - 12:15pm
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Some personal reflections on holy
week at Emmanuel
“This year Father Chris and Father
Robert provided a very full and
inventive Holy Week schedule. I was
blessed to be able to attend many of the
services – most of which were in the
chapel. While I love our renovated
sanctuary, the chapel is the place where
I seek peace and reflection. I was
particularly moved “by the compline
services which included beautiful
recordings selected by Fr. Robert to aid
in our meditation. What a wonderful
way to end the day!” LaBau Bryan
“Holy Week is my favorite week of the
year- liturgical and otherwise. I love
the diversity of the services available:
there is something for everyone. I was
particularly struck by the evening
watch on Maundy Thursday. There was
a small group of us resting in the chapel
in contemplative silence. I had had a
rather long and laborious week at
school and I gladly accepted the
opportunity to just be present. The
candle light and intricate spread of
floral arrangements provided the
perfect backdrop for reflection.” Katie
Maddox
“On Friday, rather than walking from
station to station, we stayed in place

while Fr. Chris read selections from A
Walk in Jerusalem: Stations of the Cross” by
the Reverend John Peterson. I do not
come from a
Christian
tradition that
observes or
worships with
the aid of the
‘Stations of
the Cross.’
However, I
have seen a
number of
artistic
versions of the fourteen stations, small
shrines along a path outside Vienna,
carvings in Cathedrals in Spain, and
paintings in Italian Chapels. So, until
this year's Holy Week at Emmanuel, I
always considered the ‘Stations of the
Cross’ quite distant, frozen in artistic
time, cerebral and better suited for
creative interpretation than personal
reflection. Then, Father Chris read
scriptures and meditations for each
station; he prayed in a way that made
the stations close, contemporary, and
necessary; and we all responded with
voices tired from a week of labor and
concentration. This was a simple

ELDER CONNECTION LUNCHEON
Laughter is a spiritual gift that can unite us in community. It can
also reduce stress and make us cheerful. Please join us on May
11 in the Common Room for a time of laughter, food, and
fellowship. Julie Buffalo, a nurse and laughter yoga instructor,
will lead us to better health through laughter as we release those
feel-good beta-endorphins. Make your reservation for this 10:30
– 12:30 gathering by calling Gwen Bottoms, 770-725-4512 or
emailing her at gbottoms@depauw.edu. We invite you to bring a
joke to share over lunch or we will provide one for you.

ceremony, with a grassroots liturgy and a
fading sun that helped prepare many of us
for the cold silence of waiting near the
tomb.” Franklin Lowe
“What a blessing of time and
talent we received from Fr.
Robert and Fr. Chris in our
Holy Week observations and
preparation for Easter. Thank
you for these gifts! We were
blessed with three, sometimes
four, services a day - Morning,
Noon-day and Evening prayer filled with reflections, special
prayers, meditations, songs,
chants, celebrations of the Eucharist and
quiet time for our own prayers,
supplications and thanksgivings. I found
their work in preparing thoughtful
readings particularly helpful to separate
myself from the ‘business of life’ and
center on the events in the last week of
Jesus’ life on earth. My thanks also go to
all those who volunteered to participate
in the readings prepared for us as the
week progressed. I found both the
breadth and depth of these services along
with our observances of Psalm Sunday,
the Stripping of the Altar, the Washing of
Feet, the Night-Watch and the Stations of
the Cross to be particularly meaningful
for my Easter preparation.” Andy
Simmonds
“The Chapel space is so beautiful and
welcoming as Holy Week begins, and we
gather at different times to pray and
contemplate together. The Great Vigil
was dramatic musically and in our
readings--I was particularly moved by
Father Samuel joining Robert and Chris
to read the Epistle in Spanish and by the
presence of many Hispanic worshippers
with us. Then at 9:00 on Easter morning,
having Blet and Ehtaloe carry the
elements in with Matt smiling close at
hand was the best gift of all for Grandma
Anne.” Anne Brightwell
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Easter morning
let the easter egg hunt begin!
Little hunters gathered outside the playgrounds
between services on Easter morn. They enjoyed
outdoor activities such as blowing giant bubbles,
tossing bean bags and hula hooping before
breaking into age groups to hunt for over 1,000
candy-filled eggs. Everyone left with full baskets
and big smiles!
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Emmanuel youth: a busy spring and
spiritual summer
Youth, Spring 2017

Youth Pilgrimage, Summer 2017

The Emmanuel Episcopal youth
group has been doing some
really exciting programs so far
this semester!

In the decade following the American Revolution,
American Anglicans chose the name “The Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of America.” (In
1967 the General Convention authorized the shorter title
Episcopal Church.) This summer 11 high school students,
led by Fr. Chris and two collegiate students from the
Episcopal Center, will embark on a journey back into
these tumultuous early days to witness the birth of the
Episcopal Church and America. Over the course of a
week, May 28 - June 4, we will explore the symbiotic
relationship between these two fledgling bodies. The
journey will take us to parishes throughout Washington,
DC, New York City, and Boston. We will visit St. Johns,
Lafayette Square (also known as the “Church of the
Presidents”), Washington National Cathedral, Trinity
Church Wall Street, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine,
St. Thomas Fifth Avenue, Kings Chapel, Old North
Church, Trinity Church Copley Square, and other
prominent places.

In February we had a scavenger
hunt that led to note cards that
made up a couple different
prayers in the BCP. The youth split up into two teams
and used the clues to find the pieces of the prayers. The
team that found all of their pieces and correctly guessed
their prayer first was the winner.
March was a really exciting month. We tried out a new
game called “Jesus Jeopardy.” Teams of students used
their knowledge of Gospel stories to answer questions
and win prizes. They learned a lot along the way. We
also went on a Lenten backpacking trip to beautiful
Panther Creek Falls. Our students realized a lot about
themselves and nature during this six-mile round-trip
hike, up and down steep terrain to a stunning waterfall.
We even cooked and camped on the trail! It was exciting
to see students encounter and conquer the unfamiliar and
uncomfortable. We hope they found a new appreciation
for nature.
In April the students gave back to our community by
preparing and serving dinner at a homeless shelter right
here in Athens. The meal preparation was an excellent
opportunity for teamwork and fellowship, and serving
the meal was both humbling and fulfilling as many of our
dinner guests shared amazing stories with us.
We are excited about the upcoming EYC BBQ that will
be the last event of the academic year on Sunday, May 7.
Students and their families are invited to join us at the
home of John and Jane Robertson for what promises to
be an afternoon of incredible memories.
Ben Popham and Megan Hooper

Along the way, we will spend two days in residence with
the brothers of the Monastery of the Holy Cross, an
Anglican Benedictine Community outside of New York
City. During our time with the brothers, we will keep the
Daily Office hours while reflecting on how the practices
and habits of an ascetical life encourages and enriches
one’s life in Christ.
While on pilgrimage, the Holy Spirit will lead us to grow
in relationship with one another, those whose paths we
cross, the life of our Church, and the body of our Nation.
Please join us for the 10:30 am liturgy on May 28
to pray for these students and their leaders as
they begin their journey. During the pilgrimage,
follow the group via Emmanuel’s Facebook page where
you will find a morning and evening student reflection
and pictures that will give you a glimpse into this
experience.

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
Emmanuel is hosting IHN May 21 through 28. Opportunities abound for providing meals, evening hosting, overnight
hosting, transporting our guests and the like. Please volunteer to help with this ministry. If you have questions, contact
Erin Wallace (erin.wallace455@gmail.com) or Weyman Johnson (weymanjohnson@icloud.com). Thanks in advance
for your support; the link to volunteer is http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4bafac28a02-ihna9
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Catechesis of the good shepherd
The Easter season is filled with joy in the atrium!
All of the children in the
Catechesis program came
together on April 30th to
celebrate “The Liturgy of
the Light.” This was
another special time to
celebrate the feast of all
feasts, the triumph of
Christ over sin and death.
“The Liturgy of the Light”
celebration is not intended
to replace the Easter Vigil,
but it is an opportunity to present the liturgy at
the child’s level. It is a close look at the liturgy
that is presented by the children for the children.
Our work in the Atrium is based on the
knowledge that a child’s natural openness to
God’s presence can be nurtured by caring adults
who listen, pray, and journey with them in faith.
We need more adult volunteers in the Atrium
every Sunday morning. If you are interested,
come to an information session in the Atrium on
Sunday, May 21st at 9:30 am and again at noon.
Emmanuel will also host a Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd training this summer from June 25 July 1. Please give prayerful consideration to
joining us. Questions? Contact Georgia at
706.540.8237 or at
georgiacollier50@yahoo.com.

May Birthdays
1 Tanya Boyd, Bryan Moore,
Lucy Evans Hudgens, Emma
Bartlett, Jack Luken

9 Sylvia Gibson, Helen
Costantino, Thomas Pee, Ella
Hudgens

2 Josephine Wettstaed

10 Hays Sligh, Kaya Pitt

3 Ezra Taylor

11 Edward Kall, Pam Cooke,
Tom Odom

4 Marty Kemp
5 Margaret McIntyre, Jon
Tomlinson, Erin Wallace
7 Jim Spencer, Louise
Freeman
8 Elizabeth Dent Curtis, Jane
Robertson

12 Claire Bartlett
13 Bob Wood, Bob Thompson,
Meredith Kahlstorf
14 Hart Roberts, Micah
Rasmussen, Thomas Ehlers
15 Ann Frierson, Gayla

Nickerson, Olivia Ripps

23 Phillip Cofer, Erin Dean

16 Rob Byrne

24 Charles Appleby, Phillip
Doherty, Daniel Brown

17 Ted White, Mariella Stortz
18 Gene Weeks, Samuel Latimer
19 Michael West
20 Elaine Kalber, Robin
Johnson, Katrina Evans
21 Kathleen Rockwell, Natalie
Ripps
22 Jo Ann Yates, Alexander
Pannell

25 Dee Forester, Phillip Moery,
Murphy Gray
26 Peggy Christa, Hank Seward,
Winston White, Caroline Slate
28 Allene Northcutt, Chrissy
Marlowe
31 Claire Rasmussen
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Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:
§
§
§

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

10:30: Bible
Study, Coventry

7
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
Noon: Homeless
Day Center Lunch
Prep, Common
Room
14
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

21
Hosting IHN
9:30: Newcomers
Coffee, Narthex
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
1:30: Prayer
Shawl Ministry,
Old Music Suite
28
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:00: Brotherhood of Saint
Andrew, Library

15
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

22
Hosting IHN
10:30: Bible
Study, Coventry

Thursday

3
10:00: Natural
Natural
11:30: Day School
Spirituality, Library 3’s musical
7:30: Al-Anon,
1:15: Yoga, Old
Old Music Suite
Music Suite
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal
9
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

6
4:45: Daughters
of the King

10
Natural
1:15: Yoga, Old
Music Suite
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

11
10:30: Elder
Connection
Luncheon,
Common Room
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

12
11:00: Emmanuel
Day School
Graduation
4:00: Wedding
Rehearsal for
Caroline Trotter &
Nicholas Smoak

13
5:30: Trotter &
Smoak Wedding

17

18
11:00: Eucharist
at Lanier
Gardens
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

19
5:00: Wedding
Rehearsal for Claire
McDonald &
Anderson
McLaughlin

20
4:45 Daughters of
the King
7:00: McDonald
and McLaughlin
Wedding

24

25
Hosting IHN
11:30: Caregivers/Grief
Support
Ministry, Library
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

26

27
Hosting IHN
3:30: Sick and
Griffin Wedding

23
Hosting IHN
Natural
7:00 Vestry
Meeting
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

30
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

Saturday
5

11:00: Day School
Graduation
Rehearsal

Natural
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

Hosting IHN
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

Friday
4

6:30: Stephen
Ministry, Library

16
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

29
Church Office
Closed for
Memorial Day

Wednesday
2

8
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel; 6:00 pm Spanish
Holy Eucharist
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster, and 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church

31
Natural
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

Hosting IHN
5:00: Wedding
Rehearsal for
Kristina Sick &
Jerry Griffin
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The Vestry
Covenant
We, the Vestry of Emmanuel
Church, promise to honor God
by nurturing the spirit and
ministering to God’s people.
We will support everyone’s
gifts for service and leadership
made possible by God’s grace.
Ministry to the poor will be at
the center of all we do. We
promise to welcome with
Christian hospitality all persons
and to offer opportunities to all
to grow in faith. We will
strengthen ourselves through
faithfulness in worship, daily
prayer, and stewardship of our
time, talents and treasure. We
will foster love and joy in God’s
service.

Emmanuel episcopal church
498 Prince Avenue
Athens, GA 30606
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