september 2017

NEWS FROM THE NARTHEX

At Emmanuel Episcopal Church,
we strive to provide people the
opportunity for growth in their
faith through our mutual love,
respect and acceptance of one
another.

From father Robert
PEACE

& EVERY BLESSING FROM GOD WHO CHALLENGES US ALL!

Dear friends,

clarity is so much better.

Sorry for this News from the Narthex
being late. I’ve been the one holding
up the works!

We’ve also fixed (hopefully not only
for the moment which is what it often
feels like) the concrete walkway at the
side of the church on the corner of
Prince and Pope, as well as the stairs
leading down to Pope Street across
from the nursery. A number of
handrails are being reinforced as well.
So externally the campus seems to be
in good order. All of the upkeep seems
endless…

Let’s start with some parish news.
We are getting closer to working
out our current personnel situation
with the Diocese and mutual
expectations for the campus
missioner and their ministry at
Emmanuel. When that is clear, any
other personnel gaps that exist
should be able to be filled quickly.
So hang on a bit more; you won’t
have to listen to just me every week
for too much longer. We have
finished up our summer painting
project including the bell tower,
and all the external windows of the
day school, parish hall and church. I
asked the workers not to reinstall
the iron grating over the church
windows inside the labyrinth. The

As we put a lot of resources and
energy into mortar, stone, and the like
and as we work hard to stay “on top”
of those kinds of things, I can’t help
but wonder if we are working as
diligently at maintaining our internal
lives or homes, the places where the
Spirit dwells? This is, I would say,
what we are called to do. So, how
might that work? Prayer would have to
be first on my list. Prayer is in a sense

an opening. One opens oneself first to
an awareness of the presence of God.
One also opens up to the possibility of
who God calls us to be at this time and
in this place.
Alongside prayer would be
community. As we are aware of God’s
presence and dream for ourselves as
individuals, how do we live that out?
Can we truly “be” all by ourselves? I
know that’s not God’s sole intent. We
are certainly able to be independent,
and in fact we should take time to be
alone and replenish what we’ve
depleted physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. But how do we tap into the
energy, gifts, and resources which
others offer and make up for what we
ourselves might lack? We all realize at
some level that we are not in this
world all by ourselves. We share the
gift of life and the challenge to
(continued on page 3)
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Adult Formation for
september
The Adult Faith
Formation
Committee offers
programs that
explore Holy
Scripture,
Anglican tradition,
and Church
history to deepen
personal faith, strengthen
community, and share the Gospel
with each other.
Christian formation, according to
the Episcopal Church of the USA,
is the lifelong process of growing in
our relationship with God, self,
others, and all creation. Every
experience in our lives can provide
us with the opportunity to express
our faith; the challenge we face is
recognizing these opportunities and
learning ways to live a sometimes
countercultural life in a secular
world.
Adult Formation meets in the
Westminster room, downstairs in
the Formation Building. Please join
us for these offerings this month.
Labor Day Weekend (September
3) – No Adult Formation
On September 10 and 17, 2017,
Brother Brian Freese will lead the
Adult Forum as he continues to
explore the topic of “embracing

interfaith
cooperation.” This
series provides an
opportunity to
explore multi-faith
dialogue and
cooperation in our
diverse culture and
community. The
focus of these two sessions will be
theological reflection.
On September 24, 2017, Naomi
Norman will facilitate a discussion of
The Gospel of Mary, one of the
apocryphal books discovered in a 5thcentury papyrus codex written in
Sahidic Coptic (shown below). While
most scholars believe the original was
written in Greek sometime during the
2nd century, Hollis Professor of
Divinity, Karen King (Harvard
Divinity School) suggests it was
written during the time of Christ.
This is just one of many discussion
points of this rare document
attributed to a female disciple of
Christ.
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(continued from page 1)
enhance life with one another.
When we work together,
something beautiful happens in our
lives and the lives of others. I think
we have all been touched as we
have watched the news lately.
We’ve seen how, when people
have been hurt, others have rallied
to support and love them. There is
a yearning in us for justice and
goodness and for all people to be
able to share in the “bounty” the
gifts the Lord has provided for us.
With those thoughts in mind, I
would also hold up for you the idea
of Vestry service as a way to serve
this community and help envision

how the Gospel can be lived out at
Emmanuel in all its implications. We
need you to help us envision—
creating our future; engage—helping
people to buy into the vision;
empower—enabling others to make
the vision real; energize—generating
enthusiasm in the parish, living by
example, and modeling the vision and
values that God would like us to live
by in Athens while trying to care for
the least among us. If not you, who
then? Think about that a bit and
respond to God’s call to you
appropriately.

HOLY HELPERS
MEETING
OCTOBER 3, 2017
Are you looking for a way to connect
with Emmanuel with a flexible time
commitment? Holy Helpers is a group
of parishioners (men, women, and
children) interested in helping

parishioners and others with small
household, automotive, and computer

In his love,
Robert

issues that are too small for a
contractor and that they are not able to
do themselves. If you think this is
something that you would be
interested in, come to a meeting of our
new Holy Helpers on Tuesday,
October 3, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Common Room.

“What is this?” you say. I’m glad you

Attention All Acolytes
Veterans and Newcomers
We will have a training session on Sunday, September 10th after the 10:30 Liturgy.
We will meet in the Common Room for a light lunch followed by the training.
Please RSVP to the Emmanuel office so we can get a head count for food. This will
also serve as an aid to scheduling when we know how many people we can count
on. If you have any questions, please contact the Verger, Roger Lange at 904-6142282 or email atrdrsl13@gmail.com.

asked. The Holy Helpers are “skilled”
parishioners who want to help and
share their time and skills with others.
If you want to help, come! EXPERT
SKILLS ARE NOT NEEDED. To help,
just contact Bill Fox at
billdawg81@gmail.com.
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Potluck
Luncheon
Everyone is invited to come to a potluck luncheon
in the Common Room on September 17th, 2017
after the 10:30 service. The church will provide
fried chicken and drinks. Please bring a side dish
to share.

Update from the
GROUNDS COMMITTEE
Sixteen eager parishioners attended a recent
meeting of the Grounds Committee. It was a
wonderful meeting with lots of energy. We
scheduled two additional meetings (if it’s not
raining) to finish mulching: Tuesday 9/26/2017
at 9:00 am and Saturday 9/30/2017 at 9:00 am.
New Urban Forestry assessed the trees on our
campus and found that the trees are in good
condition; they will do some pruning to improve
their appearance. We want to add some additional
Urban Orchards, so if you know any Boy Scouts
or Girl Scouts looking for an Eagle or Gold award
project, tell them to contact Bill Fox at
billdawg81@gmail.com.

The Thrift House

To increase awareness about the Emmanuel Thrift
House, we are also asking parishioners to bring
one item (or more) for the Thrift House. The
Thrift Store continues to have significant sales and
can always use donations.
This is a great opportunity to get together socially
as we get back into the routines of fall. Join us.

We hope to launch an Adopt a Tree, Adopt a
Plant and for the children an Adopt a Bulb
program to further beautify our gorgeous campus.
Allan Stovall and Hal Cofer, our resident experts,
are providing guidance in plantings, pruning and
care. Please contact Lilli Ouzts at
liliouzts2@charter.net or Bill Fox at
billdawg81@gmail.com if you would like to help
and share your time and talent making Emmanuel
one of “God’s Garden spots.” Thanks.

Catechesis Course This Summer
Emmanuel hosted a week of training for the Catechesis
program this summer. Participants came from South
Carolina, Alabama, Virginia, and all over Georgia to be a
part of this national course. Caroline Clancy, Ralph
Stephens, Kerry Hogan and Georgia Collier represented
Emmanuel. This course focused on the work of children in
1st, 2nd and 3rd grades. Everyone learned a lot and had a
good time in the classroom and the labyrinth.
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Emmanuel episcopal Stephen ministry
WHAT IS STEPHEN MINISTRY?
Life brings lots of surprises! Happy events (weddings, a new baby,
a new job) can sometimes be as stressful as the sadder times
(illness, loss of a loved one, financial struggles, being forced to
move or downsize). At all these challenging times, a Stephen
Minister can offer the listening attention, care and support that
makes all the difference.
Stephen Ministry has been an active part of Pastoral Care at
Emmanuel for over 30 years. Stephen Ministers are fellow
Christians who are trained and supervised in confidential, one-toone care. The Stephen Minister meets with his/her Care Receiver
on a regular schedule, usually once a week, as long as there is a need. The identity of those receiving care and what takes
place in each caring relationship remain private. Care receivers don’t have to be members of Emmanuel.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE?
A new class to train Stephen Ministers at Emmanuel is scheduled to begin in October 2017. If you are interested in
learning more about becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact Sue Holt (706-248-051, sholt721@gmail.com ) or
Debra Harden (706-540-4263, debro48@bellsouth.net), or any of the current Stephen Ministers: Polly Connerat,
LaBau Bryan, Jan Wheeler, Brian Freese, Betsy Respess, MJ Bouton, Lane Stewart, or Clairelis Baxter.

.

WANT TO HELP HARVEY VICTIMS,
BUT UNSURE WHAT TO DO?
If you would like to donate funds toward relief efforts in Texas, the Diocese of
Texas has a website where you can find out how the diocese is responding and
donate funds; go to http://www.epicenter.org. The Diocese of Texas covers a
good portion of the areas affected by Harvey and will be working with sister
dioceses to get aid to where it is needed. I have friends in Houston who are
members of Christ Church Cathedral (downtown Houston), and I feel confident
that our donations will be put to good use to help all victims of Harvey. And don’t
forget that Episcopal Relief & Development is also ready to help us here in the
United States, when the need arises.
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
Houston TX

Thanks, LaBau
Thanks, LaBau
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News for Children & youth
Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd

Children & Youth
Formation

Level I Training Course

Beginning September 10th!

Emmanuel is hosting a Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd Level I Course
over the coming year. Under the
guidance of certified leader Bobbi
Brandenburg, this retreat-like course
will give adults the opportunity to see all age appropriate
presentations and materials given to children from the
Bible and the liturgy. This opportunity is important for
parents interested in bringing spiritual education into the
home, all parish members willing to volunteer with our
children’s programs, and any adult seeking a solid and
personal religious formation class. The course began on
Saturday, August 26th. Contact Georgia at 706.540.8237
or georgiacollier50@yahoo.com for more information.

It is time to revisit the wonder and beauty of the Parable
of the Good Shepherd, The True Vine, The Holy Bible
and so much more. Formation for the Children and Youth
of Emmanuel begins on September 10th at 9:30.

If we want to help the child grow near to God,
we should, with patience and courage...
seek to go always closer to the vital nucleus of things.
This requires study and prayer.
The child himself will be our teacher if we know how to
observe him.”
Sofia Cavalletti

Children ages 3-years through 6th grade attend the Atrium
of the Good Shepherd. We take pause and join our
families at the time of the peace during the Rite II Holy
Eucharist.
Youth members in grades 7th
12th grades join their peers
and mentors in the Upper
Room until it is time to attend
the 10:30 service.

-

For registration information
questions about our formation
programs, please contact
Georgia at georgiacollier50@yahoo.com or
706.540.8237.

or

We look forward to growing in Christ’s love with you!

September Birthdays
1 Fleming Smith, Rob
Sullivan
2 Wellamn Matthews
3 Diane Edison, Fred
Hallman, Nick Hobbs
4 Thomas Burton, Amy
Norris, Jason Miller
5 Loretta Lee, Tom
Phillips, Kip Burt
6 Caroline Doherty
7 Jessica Tonge, Carter Ball
8 Marta Garland, Anne
Becker, Baranda Taylor,

Billy Seward
9 Patricia Guidotti, Janie
Ripps
10 Charlotte Eberhard, Joe
Clements, Brad Gray
11 Diane Wahlers, Frances
Herrin
12 Tricia Martin
14 Allison Howard
15 Douglas Welch, John
Donnelly
16 Clara McCarthy, Margaret
McCarthy

18 Joanne Burton, Lucy
Atkinson
19 Angie Dunlap, Charles
Atkinson
20 Harvey Cabaniss, Rob
Hoyt, Christine Shaw, Blake
Herbster
21 Clinton Uzoho,
Christopher Neil, Kelli Neil,
William Hogan, Sophie
Martin
22 Susan Dukes, Gary Green,
Georgia Phillips, Lucy Rentz,

Maddox Dunlap
23 Johnny Miller
24 Frank Christa, Tudi
Roberts, Donald Walton,
Emily Kleiber
25 Butch Bush
26 Amy Porter Kemp
27 Rich Connelly, Nicholas
Pitt, Katie Pryor, Jessica Ellett,
Doug Clement, Kate Sullivan
29 James Wettstaed
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Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:




Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel; 6:00 pm Spanish
Holy Eucharist
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster, and 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

3

4

5

6

7

8

6:30: Stephen
Ministry,
Library

9

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Church office
closed in
observance of
Labor Day

10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

10
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
1:30: Prayer
Shawl Ministry,
Old Music Suite

11
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

12
13
10:00: Natural
Natural
10:00: Brunch,
Spirituality,
Day School PTO,
Library
Common Room
7:30: Al-Anon,
6:30: Elder
Old Music Suite
Connection Dutch
Treat at George’s
Low Country
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

14
11:00: Eucharist
at Lanier
Gardens

15

16

17
Noon: Parish Pot
Luck Luncheon,
Common Room
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

18
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

19
20
10:00: Natural
Natural
5:15: Finance
Spirituality,
Meeting
Library
5:30: Day School
7:30: Al-Anon,
Family Fall Night
Old Music Suite
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

21

22

23

24

25
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

26
27
10:00: Natural
Natural
7:00: Vestry
Spirituality,
Meeting, Vestry
Library
Conference Room
7:30: Al-Anon,
7:15: Choir
Old Music Suite
Rehearsal

28
11:30:
Caregiver’s and
Grief Support
Group, Library
6:30: Stephen
Ministry, OMS

29

30

Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

Natural
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

2

4:45: Daughters
of the King
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The Vestry
Covenant
We, the Vestry of Emmanuel
Church, promise to honor God
by nurturing the spirit and
ministering to God’s people.
We will support everyone’s
gifts for service and leadership
made possible by God’s grace.
Ministry to the poor will be at
the center of all we do. We
promise to welcome with
Christian hospitality all persons
and to offer opportunities to all
to grow in faith. We will
strengthen ourselves through
faithfulness in worship, daily
prayer, and stewardship of our
time, talents and treasure. We
will foster love and joy in God’s
service.

Emmanuel episcopal church
498 Prince Avenue
Athens, GA 30606
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