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NEWS FROM THE NARTHEX
From father Robert
LET US WAIT, WHILE BEING ALERT TO GOD’S PRESENCE IN OUR LIVES!
Waiting—as we see it in the people
on the first pages of the Gospel—is
waiting with a sense of promise.
“Zechariah your wife Elizabeth is to
bear you a son.” People who wait
have received a promise that allows
them to wait. They have received
something that is at work in them,
like a seed that has begun to grow.
This is important. We can only
really wait if what we are waiting
for has already begun for us. So
waiting is never a movement from
nothing to something. It is always a
movement from something to
something more. Zechariah,
Elizabeth and Mary were living with
a promise that nurtured them, fed
them, and made them able to stay
where they were. In this way, the
promise itself could grow in them
and for them.
Waiting is also active. Most of us

think of waiting as something very
passive, a hopeless state that is
determined by events totally out of our
hands. The plane is late, and there’s not
a thing you can do about it so you sit
and wait. It’s not hard at all to
understand the irritation we feel when
we hear those words: “just wait.” Words
and expressions like that seem to push
us into becoming passive.
Have you noticed that there is no
passivity in scripture? Those who wait
are waiting very actively. They know
that what they are waiting for is
growing from the ground on which
they are standing. That’s the secret.
The secret of waiting is the faith that
the seed has been planted, that
something has begun. Active waiting
means to be fully present to the
moment, in the conviction that
something is happening where you are
and that you want to be present to it.

A waiting person is someone who is
present to the moment, someone who
believes that this moment is the
moment.
Waiting is of course all about being
alert to God’s presence in our lives. May
I ask you: for what do you wait? For
whom are you willing to wait?
These answers to those questions give
us the grounding we need to move
forward once the object or person we
have been waiting for arrives.
I think we wait for lots of things in all
of the different areas of our lives.
Next month as we begin the season of
Advent, I’ll discuss doing it all with
patience.
In his love,
Robert
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Stewardship 2018
I am honored to be serving as this year’s chairman of our Stewardship campaign. I’d
like to take a few minutes to share some information and a couple of thoughts about
this effort that we are calling “175 Years, and 175 reasons to give.”
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Thank you to who have thoughtfully pledged to this church for many years.
Keep an eye open for this year’s stewardship packets.
Stewardship dollars go exclusively to fund the total operation of
Emmanuel…everything from making sure the utility bills are paid, to
funding Clergy and Staff salaries, to building maintenance, and to every
parish program that you can think of, including many elements of our
outreach in the greater community.
The Vestry builds the annual parish budget based only on signed pledges.
So, pledges are very important!
Emmanuel’s budget dollars are very well-managed, even tightly managed.
Giving to the church clearly has a spiritual component and is different from
giving to the United Way or a non-profit. Stewardship giving is looking at
money that we are privileged to have in the first place and seeing it as a
privilege to give in order to do God’s work in the Emmanuel community.
Think of it as the first check you write every month instead of the one that
you write after paying everything else.
Please return your pledge card by November 15….that’s the same date as
our gala where we look forward to celebrating together.

Finally, thank you for your prayerful consideration and your financial support that
helps Emmanuel Episcopal Church. It’s easy to give to something you love.
Bob Davis
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StoryCorps is in Athens
Record Your Story!
October 14th - November 11th

StoryCorps’ mission is to preserve and share humanity’s stories in order to
build connections between people and create a more just and
compassionate world, and they are in Athens now! Prepare, record, and
share a conversation between you and another person. Recording a
conversation is a great way to learn more about someone in your life.
This national nonprofit organization is accepting appointments to record
your life story. The traveling booth will be in the public library parking lot
on Baxter Street. You can call 800-850-4406 to secure your appointment.
Visit the StoryCorps website for more information (https://storycorps.org).

EMMANUEL
CONNECTION
LUNCH & LEARN
The Emmanuel Connection
Committee invites you to a Lunch
and Learn event on Thursday,
November 1 in the Parish Hall at
10:30 am.
Robin Johnson, retired Health
Education Specialist with 38 years of
experience at Piedmont Athens
Regional and the Mind Body Institute,
will review Gayatri Devi’s book, The
Spectrum of Hope: An Optimistic & New
Approach to Alzheimers Disease and other

Our 175th anniversary tree

Dementias. She will discuss some new

On October 7th approximately 50-75 parishioners gathered to dedicate and bless
our 175th Anniversary tree, an October Glory, in the larger grassy area behind the
Thrift House. The October Glory maple tree was cultivated for our area and is
known for its beautiful fall color that should delight us next fall. Seedlings of this
same type of tree were given out to all those who attended so that they can also
enjoy this tree in their yard or special place as a reminder of Emmanuel and our
deep roots in the Athens community. A granite marker was placed near the base of
the tree engraved with our 175th Anniversary logo, the date, and the words
“Connected by our Roots Growing for the Future.”

research and some good news that

This tree is the second anniversary tree on the Emmanuel campus. This first is the
oak in front of the nursery building on the corner of Prince Avenue and Pope
Street. It was planted in celebration of our 150th Anniversary and blessed in 1993 by
our Rector at the time, Dr. James Yeary.

cpike65@gmail.com or calling Gwen

could change the outlook for 5 million
Americans and their families. She will
offer practical advice for those affected
by this spectrum disorder. A light lunch
will follow. Reservations can be made
by emailing Chandler Pike at
Bottoms at 770-725-4512.
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175th Gala & Fundraiser
Reserve your spot!
The 175th Gala and Fundraiser for Emmanuel Episcopal
Church will be held at The Georgian on Thursday,
November 15th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Please join
us for an evening filled with good friends, dinner, drinks,
and music AND a silent auction. For the auction, we have
collected amazing gift baskets, services, trips, and more.
You will not want to miss any of this.
The last day for securing your spot is November
8. To reserve your place, please send your check, payable
to Emmanuel Episcopal Church, for $125 per person.
We look forward to celebrating this special anniversary
with you. It will be a night to make memories!

On Sunday September 23rd, after the 10:30 service,
parishioners gathered in the newly-renovated Common
Room for a party celebrating our 175th birthday. To mark
the occasion, the church provided lunch, complete with a
special birthday cake.
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News from memc (the Mission & extended ministry
commission)
MEMC builds partnerships with organizations that serve that body of Christ in its most vulnerable and least powerful
form. Funding service organizations extends the reach of Emmanuel beyond the walls of our church. One benefit to us is
the opportunity to participate and rejoice in the success of new friends and neighbors. Jubilee Partners in Comer,
Georgia is one example of this type of partnership. Jubilee Partners have provided shelter and support to refugee families
since 1979. Through MEMC, Emmanuel has funded a few projects at Jubilee Partners. Earlier this year, Emmanuel
received a letter from Christina Dyck, the community coordinator at Jubilee Partners. Here is what she had to say:
“Jubilee was very thankful to receive this grant last spring. We have used the money toward renovations of our hospitality
houses. We have had 2 renovation projects running simultaneously. One house was just completed 2 weeks ago and the second
is still under way.
“We are currently hosting recently three single-parent families on our campus and have several other locals enrolled in our
adult, pre-K and childcare ESOL programs. The adults and children alike are making amazing progress learning English and
are truly a gift to us in so many ways. As I write this, two of the resident women are upstairs meeting with a group of college
students from Virginia, sharing their experience as immigrants and new arrivals in this country.
“One other note: you may remember the grant money given to us in 2010 to fund a “Neighbor's Field.” This project is not only
alive, but thriving! The seven acres of land you helped us to fence is bursting at the seams with Karen and Karenni former
refugees’ gardening projects. I believe there are 25+ families farming their 1/8 to 1/4 acre plots. We’ve even had a waiting
list for the last several years! It’s beautiful to see not only the vegetables coming out of this field, but also the therapeutic effect
of the work. Folks can hardly wait to get through their work week and out into the fields!”
Emmanuel, through MEMC, has seen big returns on our small investments in Jubilee Partners. We can all rejoice in their
success.
Carter Stanfield

Updates from the atrium
Left: In preparation of our friend Hugh’s Holy Baptism, children revisited their work in
the Baptism Corner of the Atrium and learned that, through the gift of baptism, the Holy
Spirit brings us new life and makes
us a new creature in Christ. The gift
of the life and light of the Risen
Christ is shown to us in Baptism
through the liturgical signs of light:
the white garment, the water, the
Word, the holy oils, the gestures of
epiclesis on the water, the pouring
of the water, the small sign of the
cross that marks us as belonging to
the Good Shepherd, and the large
sign of the cross as a shield to go
before us and protect us.
Right: Lucy works independently with the materials entitled “The Holy Bible and

the Books that Comprise It.” The Bible is our most precious book and is one book
made up of many books, telling one history: the history of the Kingdom of God.
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Please welcome Emmanuel church’s
new Vestry members for 2019
The Vestry is the leadership council of the parish who work closely with the rector to
help fulfill the church’s mission and manage the parish’s operations, finances, and
property. The new members will be confirmed at the Annual Meeting in December
to serve a three-year term. In addition to their fiduciary duties, their responsibilities
include:




Serving as a council of advice and support to the clergy of the parish;
Serving as liaisons on commissions and as members of assigned committees;
Attending monthly and special meetings, as well as retreats and training.

RICH CONNELLY
My family and I have been fortunate to be a part
of the Athens Episcopal Community for the past
twenty-five years. Daley and I were married by
Fr. Ralph Marsh in St. Mary’s Chapel in 1995
while I was in law school at the University of
Georgia. Our children, Ansley (18) and Ethan
(16), were baptized at St. Gregory the Great
Episcopal Church by Fr. Marsh and Fr. Porter
Taylor when we lived in East Athens.
We now live in Bishop, Georgia and since
moving there, we have been welcomed into the
Emmanuel family. It is this welcoming nature
that I value most about Emmanuel. It is my
hope that being part of these diverse
communities may provide some additional
perspectives and thoughts for my Vestry
service. After being a member of the finance
committee for the past two years, I decided to
serve on the Vestry as a means of being
involved in all aspects of Emmanuel. Going
forward, I see Emmanuel broadening this
welcoming attitude to others in our
community. I look forward to working with
every member of Emmanuel Church.
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WALTER JARRETT
I grew up in the Episcopal Church, and my wife Sandy and I
have been members of Emmanuel for the past 29 years. I
am retired from the practice of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
having performed around 6,000 deliveries over 35 years.
Medicine is a collaborative effort and I bring that skill to my
term on the Vestry.
This will be my second term on the Vestry. My first term
began with a great deal of optimism personally and in the
church itself, but unfortunately ended with a greatly divided
congregation filled with rancor and in turmoil. I left not
knowing if we would survive as a congregation. We are in a
different place in 2018 with strong leadership, a revitalized
physical plant, and a more vigorous congregation. Instead of
dealing with conflicts, I look forward to three years of
unified effort to serve the congregation. We have new
renovations and additions; now we need to ensure that we
use them to the best of our abilities to enrich our life in
Christ.

BOB SMITH
The first time I walked through Emmanuel’s door it was on a
Christmas Eve. I had been searching for a church in Athens that
had a midnight service, and it turns out there are not very many.
I arrived early and sat in the back of the church. As I watched
the church slowly fill with people, I was struck by the joy and
reverence of those gathering. This was a place of worship, and
on this holiest of nights, we were gathering to worship the
Christ.
I kept returning to Emmanuel at Christmas for several years
before deciding to begin attending regularly. I was a member of
another church and pulling up roots to move to a new spiritual
home doesn’t come easy. It was during this time, before I
became member, that I learned of Emmanuel’s service to the
local community. The manner in which this congregation serves
the poor, feeds the hungry, and houses the homeless, in a very
literal way, is what finally drew my full commitment. I wanted
to be part of a church that proclaimed the Gospel and serve with
a body of believers who humbly walk with Jesus, living each day
with gratitude.
I was raised in Hartwell, GA, although I’m proud to say I was born in Athens. My family was Methodist, and it was in the
Methodist church that I began my spiritual journey. After high school I attended Young Harris College and eventually
made it back to Athens to attend the College of Environment and Design at the University of Georgia. I am the proud
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father of three grown children and the even prouder grandfather of three grandchildren.
Thirty years ago, I founded Smith Planning Group, a land planning, civil engineering, and landscape architecture firm,
where I serve as CEO. My wife Robin is the Director of the Immigration Services at UGA. We live on a horse farm in
Watkinsville where Robin enjoys riding and training and I enjoy carriage driving and tinkering with antique automobiles.
I am honored to serve on the Vestry and count it a privilege to serve Emmanuel in its mission of loving God and
neighbor.

LANE STEWART
I am honored to have been asked to join
the Vestry and will do my best to serve
my faith community at my church home. I
was born in Augusta, GA, am a cradle
Episcopalian, and have lived in Athens for
more than 40 years. My children, Will
and Ansley, were born here, christened
and confirmed at Emmanuel, and grew up
in this church. Will was an acolyte, and
Ansley attended the Day School in its
early days. She and Charlie Jarrett (Walter
and Sandy’s son) won a pudding-eating
contest in the Common Room when they
were 4. With the current emphasis on full
disclosure, I must admit that Will, then an
EYC member, “helped” them triumph.
Their parents were not complicit.
My children have grown into otherwise
exemplary adults. Will and his wife Jenny,
also a cradle Episcopalian, live in
Greenville, SC, and are the parents of
Louisa, 6, and William, 4, my delightful grandchildren. Ansley
lives in Atlanta and is a full-time singer/songwriter. I spend a
lot of time on I-85, North and South, now that I have retired

from UGA. Being retired also means having more time to be
involved at Emmanuel. For the past
several years I have had the pleasure
of attending the Monday Bible Study
group, volunteering at the Thrift
House and Our Daily Bread, and
serving as a Stephen Minister. Every
new endeavor has helped me feel
God’s love and His intention in my
life. It is a joy to serve Emmanuel
and to serve others through
Emmanuel—to see shoppers at the
Thrift House find clothes and other
items they can afford, to see diners at
Our Daily Bread enjoy the meals we
prepare, to have Care Receivers
express gratitude to their Stephen
Ministers. I am proud of all of our
ministries and am enjoying meeting
members of our Hispanic family.
Just as our beautiful church has been
restored and expanded, our
congregation is growing in lovely, inclusive ways. Blessings to
all of you. I pray for our church community and welcome your
prayers for the Vestry so we may serve you in God’s name.

November Birthdays
1 Sara Clarke, Kirby Murray,
Lucy Buckner, Noah Kraus

8 Penny McLanahan, Mike
Fitzgerald

15 Jean Estes, Dodd Rentz,
Angie Hicks, Jacques Germain

2 Max Gilstrap, Bill Bowdoin,
Wren Howard, Brian Kemp

9 Gus Backelant, Adam Baker

16 Charles Beard

10 Dan Bartlett

17 Wade Shields, Katherine
Barrow, Campbell Ball,
Crawford Grow

3 Emory Thomas, Cole
Northcutt
4 Sue Strang, Jim de Haseth
5 Valarie Manning, Tyler
Herbster, Ada Henry
6 Thomas Rostas
7 Kevin York

11 Polly Connerat, Cissy
Hutchinson, Mark Kraby
12 Diane Ehlers, Mark Miller,
Timothy Price, Erika Greene,
Elizabeth Lovelind
13 Jennifer Wells, Lori Tiller,
Sarah Brooks Matthews, Ransom
Thomas

18 Jon Cook, Ashton Ellett,
Carly Murray
19 Abbey Vanvalkenburgh,
Josephine Thrasher
20 Thomas Wilson, Sara
Baldwin

21 Taylor Evans
23 Betsy Turner, Jay Shinn
24 Hal Cofer, Helen Byrne, Charles
Denning, Janie Price, Cindy
Sullivan, Polly Hixson
25 Lee Albright, Jonathan Fox
26 Diana Falletta, Carol Bowles,
Daniel Marks
27 Temple McLanahan
29 Winston Dunlap
30 Len Reid
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Emmanuel’s Service & Faith Formation schedule is as follows;
only exceptions are listed on the calendar below:




Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Healing Service & Eucharist, Chapel
Saturdays: 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Chapel
Sundays: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, Church; 9:15 am Faith
Formation for Children & Youth; 9:30 am Adult Formation,
Westminster; 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church; and 12:30 pm
Spanish Holy Eucharist, Church

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

4
Hosting IHN
9:30: Stewardship
Coffee Hour
“Common Room”
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
3:00: Bigger
Vision, Common
Room
11
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
1:30: Prayer
Shawl Ministry,
Old Music Suite
18
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:00:
Brotherhood of St.
Andrew, Library

5
Hosting IHN
8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group, Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

12

7
Hosting IHN
1:00: Yoga, Old
Music Suite
7:00: Evening
Prayer “Episcopal
Center”
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

9
Hosting IHN
Annual Council
Meeting

3
Youth at Six Flags
9:30: Pastoral
Care Meeting
“Coventry”
4:45: Daughters
of the King
10
Hosting IHN
Annual Council
Meeting
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8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group,
Library10:00:
Bible Study,
Coventry

10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
5:15: Finance
Meeting “Vestry
Meeting Room”
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

14
1:00: Yoga, Old
Music Suite
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

15
6:30: 175th
Birthday Gala,
The Georgian

16
Parish Annual
Reports Due; email
to Melissa

17
4:45 Daughters of
the King

19
No Day School
8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group, Library
10:00: Bible
Study, Coventry

20
No Day School
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
6:00: Thanksgiving
Eucharist
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite
27
10:00: Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

21
No Day School
No Service
Tonight
Noon: Office
Closes

22
No Day School
Church Office
Closed

23

24

No Day School
Church Office
Closed

28
6:15: Vestry
Meeting,
Conference Room
7:15: Choir
Rehearsal

29

25
Noon: Natural
Spirituality,
Library

6
Hosting IHN
10:00:Natural
Spirituality,
Library
7:30: Al-Anon,
Old Music Suite

10:30:
Connection
Committee,
“Lunch &
Learn,”
Common Room
8
Hosting IHN
11:00: Eucharist
at Lanier
Gardens
5:15: Stephen
Ministry, Library

Saturday
2

26
8:00: Men’s
Spirituality
Group,
Library10:00:
Bible Study,
Coventry
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Transfer from Emmanuel
T. Scott and
Mary Grace Rowell
to St. Columba’s Episcopal
Suwanee, GA
Death
Wally Eberhard
Baptisms
Anders Brody Koch, child of
Bradley Aaron and
Lauren Elizabeth Perry Koch
Christine Allen Strickland, child
of William Perry and Christine
Elizabeth Allen Strickland
Hugh Anon Kane Hill, child of
Richard Gibbs and
Chayananan Pianark Hill
Isabella Esquivel Zarate, child of
Casimiro Esquivel Rebellar and
Magali Zarate Zarza
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