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Comments from the PNC….. 
 

"I'm convinced that Providence revealed John Hage 

to our committee. We were all struck by his passion 

for ministry. I believe that John will lead Brownson to 

find new ways to serve God here and beyond. This is 

going to be fun."   
 

“I believe that it was by Divine intervention that we  

were made aware of John Hage and we are truly blessed  

that he has accepted the call to be the Pastor of BMPC.  

Exciting times are ahead as John leads us into a new era  

in the life of our church.”  
 

“Upon meeting John, my first impression was 

joy. He seemed to radiate joy. During our meeting 

it was evident he had joy in everything he did. 

John made me feel that he praised God with his 

whole being.” 
  

“God has led us to John Hage and has 

led John Hage to Brownson.” 
 

“John Hage truly encompassed all the leadership  

characteristics we were looking for in our new Pastor.  

He has many gifts, including a passion for mission.  

However, what stood out the most to me is John's  

ability to immediately and authentically connect with  

people. I feel like I have known John Hage my whole  

life and we only met a few months ago. He has a very  

collaborative leadership style that I think will inspire 

Brownson's active congregation to do great things as we  

set our vision for the future.” 
 

"I believe John has the energy and enthusiasm to 

lead us into our new era. I was excited to hear about 

his vision of mission, relating to one another, within 

the church, and outreach to the community. He is  

a great listener and wants to connect with each 

member of our congregation. John has a strong 

commitment to family and wishes to extend that 

commitment in growing our children and youth  

programs. He is well versed in the Bible and will 

bring his enthusiasm to our worship service." 
 

John has a gift for helping each person discern 

how God is leading him/her to serve. His sermons 

are engaging and relevant. Warm and compas-

sionate, John has a great sense of humor. 
 

Pastor Nominating Committee: 
 

John Cates, Chair 

John Calhoun, Jean Ellis,  

Charles Harris, Kamron Monroe,  

Missy Quis, Jeannette Wilson 

John’s Statement of Faith 

 

In all eternity, the triune God exists and loves as Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit.  

I believe in God the Father, the sovereign Creator of the 

world. God created every human being, male and female of 

every race, equally in God’s image. God created us to live and 

love in freedom, to regard others before ourselves, and to live 

in community. As God’s creatures, human beings were given 

the gift of life and love but we rebelled against God. Because of 

our rebellion, God sent his Son Jesus Christ.       

I believe in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ was both human, and divine. Christ lived among 

us as the faithful witness of the transformative and limitless 

love of the triune God. Jesus Christ manifested and proclaimed 

the reign and love of God, was crucified and suffered the  

extreme depths of human pain by freely sacrificing his life. He 

did this in order that we may be redeemed and given new and 

eternal life in return because of his resurrection. As a result of 

belief in Jesus Christ and his resurrection, human beings are 

delivered from the powers of sin, evil, and death. 

 I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who is the advocate,  

comforter, sustainer, and sanctifier who has been promised to  

us until Christ’s return. The same Spirit that is revealed 

through Holy Scripture claims us through confession of faith 

and Baptism and empowers us to live upright, consistent, and 

joyful lives in gratitude and service.   

I believe that our lives are governed by the Holy  

Spirit through the engagement and proclamation of Scripture. 

Scripture is the unique and authoritative witness to the  

revelation of God.   

I believe that there are two sacraments: Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper. Both of these sacraments are visible signs of 

God’s invisible grace. I believe that in Baptism we are united to 

Christ’s death and resurrection. Through Christ’s death and 

resurrection, we are promised new life because our sins are 

forgiven and we are made clean. I believe in infant baptism 

because it witnesses to the truth that God’s love and grace 

claims people before they are able to respond in faith. As a  

forgiven people, Baptism calls us to be a community which  

is formed by the Holy Spirit to love, support, and teach each 

other. 

I believe in the Lord’s Supper which seals and confirms 

Christ’s promise to us that we are unified with Him in his death 

and resurrection. During the Lord’s Supper, the Holy Spirit 

unites us with Jesus Christ whose body is in heaven. In the 

Lord’s Supper we remember Christ and the sacrifice He made 

for us and we are united to each other as the communion of 

saints both past and present. It is as a community during the 

Lord’s Supper that we also reaffirm the covenant  

between God and his people.  

 

Rev. John C. Hage 



Rev. John Christian Hage 
 

Wake Forest University, May 1998 

BA, Political Science 
 

Princeton Theological Seminary, May 2005 

Master of Divinity 
 

John Hage comes to us from Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church in 

Mt. Pleasant, SC where he has been the Associate for Missions.  

John earned his BA in political science with a minor in Spanish at 

Wake Forest University in Winston Salem, NC. He studied in Quito, 

Ecuador as well as Salamanca, Spain and has done mission work in 

Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Mexico, Kenya and Brazil as well 

as in New Orleans, Indianapolis, Durham and Charleston. 

After college, John worked in consulting and e-commerce in  

Charlotte, NC before receiving his call to ministry. 

During John’s second year of seminary he was married to Anna 

Evenhouse, a graduate of Calvin College. Anna has taught Spanish at 

the high school level in Michigan and the elementary level in Wake 

County, North Carolina. 

Prior to his call to Mt. Pleasant, John was a Lake Fellow at Second 

Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, Indiana. This is a two year res-

idency program where John led worship, preached, taught and par-

ticipated in four rotations focusing on missions, pastoral care, adult 

education and evangelism. 

John’s tenure at Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church has resulted in 

the local mission participation growing 10 times in five years. That 

growth involved the development of a mentoring ministry, the 

launching of the Hope House Ministry, and the creation of an  

ecumenical network to bring together different faith communities.  

John’s Family 
 

John loves traveling with his wife Anna and 

his four children, Eliza (soon to be 9), Jack (7), 

Pearl (5), and Tessa (3). He likes sports, run-

ning, and speaking Spanish. 

 

“Called to Life is a testimony to the joy of joining in God’s mission in the 

world. God is determined to have God’s creation and God calls us to play our 

part in the divine move into the world. John and Ellen testify to the role that 

mission has played in their ministries and then they invite us to join in the 

missional life. This is a book that inspires, calls, and shows us how we can 

each become missionaries.” 

Dr. Will Willimon, Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry at Duke 

Divinity School 

John is the author of two books. He co-wrote 

“Called to Life: An Invitation to a Missional 

Way of Being” with ruling elder Ellen Creed 

Branham, and is the author of “Equipping the 

Saints: A Practical Resource for International 

Mission Engagement”. 

"With an understanding of the Trinity, we can  

receive the gift of knowing that our lives are  

a part of a larger story. We are part of God’s  

long story of sending, which is a central part  

of God’s very nature....This concept helps us  

to consider that mission is not a program  

added to our religion but is intimately and deeply 

intertwined in the very nature of God. Part of  

what it means to be missional is that we believe 

what Jesus said in John 17:18: “As you have sent 

me into the world, so I have sent them  

into the world.” Equipping the Saints 

“God places people 

in our lives for a  

reason and then  

asks that we keep  

our eyes open for  

the opportunity of 

reaching out toward 

a relationship where 

two or more are  

united in Christ.”  

Called to Life 



 

  

Dear Members and Friends of  

Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
  

 What does God’s call feel like? I think what we learn from scripture is that 

God’s call can happen with beautiful diversity. It happens for young and old through 

a shout or God’s gentle whisper. For me, the best description of God’s call in my life 

has happened through a “still small voice.”  
  

 From the very first time that I met with the PNC, I felt that still small voice. It 

was the whisper of the possible that this might be where God was leading. I remem-

ber as I talked with the PNC they listened intently and they had such a passion for 

Brownson. They celebrated the past but also expressed excitement and hope for the 

future. As I continued to listen I felt an inner sense that this just might be what God 

had in mind for my family and me. I began to dream with this wonderful group and 

pray about the future, believing that God has such a beautiful plan for Brownson.  
  

 The more time I spent with members (and staff) from your church, the more 

I realized that Brownson is a special church filled with great people. I remember 

walking with my wife Anna after the PNC offered the call to us. We took a long  

walk around the quaint streets of Southern Pines. During that walk we  

decided to trust God’s still small voice as we both felt that this was where Christ was 

calling. We also began to dream about ministry together. I began to imagine walking 

these streets praying for you, your family, this community and the church.  
  

Brownson is an amazing church. I look forward to getting to know the members and 

friends of this congregation and experiencing more of what I have heard. I also  

look forward – if the way be clear – to a vital and life-giving ministry where we walk 

together trusting Christ, who is alive and at work, to guide us. May God bless our  

journey together!   
  

Grace and peace, 
  

John 

 


