September 8, 2017
Dear Friends in Christ,
This weekend marks All Souls’ traditional “Ingathering Sunday” as summer begins to turn
toward fall and a new program year begins at church. There is a lot that is happening at All
Souls, and I wanted to share some plans and updates with you in writing as we all come back
together.
Charlottesville and Our Next “Reading with the Rector” Books
The events that unfolded in Charlottesville on August 12 still distress and
disturb me in deep and profound ways. While the tension and underlying hate
that erupted is not new, these particular events brought it to the forefront of our
consciousness. I am thinking and praying deeply. I am looking outward, I am
looking inward, and I am looking to God. As you may have already seen, I have
dedicated the sanctuary candle for the entire month of September as a
reminder to us that Christ’s love is still present—even in the midst of our human
sadness, sin, and strife. I continue to reflect upon Mother Cameron’s excellent
sermon on August 20, which I commend to you; it can be found at
www.allsoulsdc.org/listen.
But lighting a candle and retreating to prayer and contemplation is not enough.
Our mission as Christians is to manifest God’s love in the world and transform
the powers and principalities of evil and hate into instruments of peace and
justice. I know I have learning to do as part of this eﬀort. This fall I will be
reading two books (pictured right) that I have been meaning to read for years
but have simply (and regretfully) not prioritized until now. I will likely reflect on
them from time to time in my preaching, and I will make opportunities for us to
discuss them together in special forums and/or mini-retreats. I invite you to
read one or both of these books with me this fall, if you have not already,
and engage upcoming opportunities to discuss them together.
Adult Forums and Fall Program Guide
Our 10:00 a.m. Sunday Adult Forums continued through the summer and were
a resounding success both in terms of attendance (25-35 people per week, all
summer) and in terms of the depth of reflection and conversation. Brian
McLaren’s book, The Great Spiritual Migration, proved a thought provoking
read and conversation starter. A new small group study based on the book is
being released, and if you would like to join a small group of people to further
explore these principles, please let me know. Furthermore, a new schedule of
Adult Forums will be released in the next week along with a Fall Program
Guide highlighting the whole range of opportunities for formation,
fellowship, service, and worship at All Souls this season.

New Staﬀ Members
Beginning this Sunday we also will welcome several new staﬀ
members to support and help us deepen our commitment to
care, serve, and grow.
Brian Smith joins us in a new quarter-time position as Christian
Formation Leader, having recently completed a Master of Arts
in Religion at Yale Divinity School with a certificate in
Educational Leadership and Ministry. Brian will first help us
rethink and rebuild our program for children and youth while also
supporting formation opportunities for adults. He is the father of
two young ladies, who we also welcome to All Souls
enthusiastically.
Martin Geiger joins us quarter-time as Seminarian. Currently
beginning the second of three years in the Master of Divinity
program at the Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, he
will complete his field education internship with us as he
progresses toward ordination as a priest in the Diocese of
Missouri. While becoming familiar with the breadth of our
ministry, Martin will focus his attention on sacramental and
administrative areas of leadership.
Robert Stubbs, Jr., who goes by Bobby, joins us half-time as
Interim Director of Music for this entire program year. A native
of the DC area, he earned the Bachelor and Master of Music
degrees, both in organ performance, at Westminster Choir
College in Princeton, NJ and Indiana University respectively. He
studied church music with Bruce Neswick, one of the Episcopal
Church’s most respected and influential musical leaders, and he
comes to us having most recently served in the large and wellrespected music department of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in
San Antonio. Bobby and I look forward to working closely
together and with our choir during this interim year.
Celebrating All Souls
Our parish identity is based upon the Feast of All Souls—a celebration related to the feast of All
Saints, which has traditionally ranked with Christmas (Christ Mass) and Easter as one of the
three greatest holidays (holy days) of the year. This year, in recognition of our name day, and
six months from the other combined Sunday Mass we celebrate for our annual meeting, we
will celebrate a combined Feast of All Saints and All Souls with one combined High Mass
at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 5. Following the Mass we will gather in the undercroft for
an all-parish potluck, with foods that remind us of those we love but see no longer. Mark your
calendars and get out your recipes!
As I reflect in the Weekly Message this week, there is a lot going on around All Souls right now,
and a wonderful spirit of forward movement. I’m looking forward to this program year together!
Faithfully,
All Souls Episcopal Church
2300 Cathedral Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20008

