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Minutes of Vestry Meeting on April 17, 2016 

 

Present: Jeff Wells, Martha Domenico, Daniel Callis, Greg Lebel, Rick Taylor, Jonathan 

Nicholas, Jennifer Crier Johnston, Jen Catena Davis, Linda Mahler, Virginia Brown Nolan.  

Visiting: Members of the Search Committee 

 

Regrets: Katherine Nordal, Elaine Eaker, Terry Cain, Melissa Barrett 

 

Meeting convened at 12:50 PM 

 

Review of the Parish Profile: 

 The Vestry reviewed the draft available as of Wednesday evening, April 13, 2016.  

 Jeff stressed the importance of confidentiality in the search process. He expressed full 

confidence in the search process and the search committee. He stated that transparency of the 

process is important, as is impartiality of those involved. He asked that members of the 

Vestry and Search Committee disclose existing relationships with candidates that apply, and 

think carefully about their ability to consider the candidate’s application impartially. He also 

said that the bishop must approve the person who is ultimately called as our Rector.   

 Numerous edits to the Parish Profile were proposed. Members of the Search Committee 

explained their reasoning for accepting some of the proposed edits and not others. 

 Once it is approved and finalized, the Parish Profile will be available on the All Souls 

website. The dynamic version will have hyperlinks, and videos of parishioners will be linked 

to it as well. A motion was made and seconded to approve the Parish Profile with the edits 

discussed and accepted by the Search Committee. It was approved unanimously. 

 The Vestry thanked the Search Committee for its hard work on the outstanding Parish Profile 

they have created.  

 Jeff reviewed the compensation package in the Office of Transitional Ministry document so 

that everyone is clear about it. Salary and benefits are consistent with diocesan guidelines 

regarding experience and other factors. 

 

The Search Committee was excused with thanks and the Vestry meeting continued: 

 

Rector’s Report on Plans for Transitional Ministries 

 Virginia asked about how the Vestry interprets the results of the RenewalWorks and Parish 

surveys. 

 She has made the following changes to date: 

o Virginia will offer a healing class after the noon mass on Wednesday.  

o All Souls is now using Form II for prayers of the people. 

o There was an expanded Stations of the Cross service on Good Friday. 

 

Each of these things was done in consultation with the small groups of people most involved in 

these activities as a way of responding to the desire of the parish for spiritual growth and 

development and opportunities for lay leadership. 

 

 One idea is to get a small group together for bible study. Parishioners with experience in 

theological study and reflection could be called upon to lead such a group. 
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 The idea of small-group prayer was also discussed. 

 Virginia shared that her approach is to use the bible to support ministries that people are 

interested in pursuing. 

 A question was raised about forming a worship committee as a way to bring about some of 

these ideas. 

 The issue of communication within the congregation was discussed. Virginia said that in her 

sermons, she tries to give people as sense of how they can put into practice in their daily lives 

the things she is talking about. Several members of the Vestry stated that knowing what is 

going on in the parish is important to church members, and that the more information people 

have, the less anxiety they will feel. 

 Virginia said that she would provide additional information to the Vestry. 

 

 

The next meeting of the Vestry will take place on Sunday, May 1, 2016 from 12:30-1:00 PM. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:55 PM. 


