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What do you think of when you think of 

church? 

 

There is a story told in my family that, 

when I was young, I once said I was afraid 

to go back to church. Apparently ‒ I assume 

very early on in my personal development ‒ 

I had expressed some concern about going 

to church again after one particular Sunday. 

No one in my family  could really 

understand why that might be. After all, I 

had been raised in the church. Even at a very young age, I was no 

stranger to ancient forms of ritual and prayer and even very old- 

fashioned ways of speaking.  

 

But one Sunday, I was suddenly worried about going back, and my 

parents and deeply devout grandparents wanted to know why. So I 

told them. I said, “I’m afraid I might see the Holy Ghost.” Yes, 

apparently, at a very young age, I thought church was haunted. That’s 

what I thought of when I thought of church (at least at one point). 

 

Church is many things to many people. Each of us knows best what we 

think of when we think of church. For some of us, church is this 

beautiful building in which we gather for liturgical celebrations of 

profound meaning and music that moves the heart and soul. For some, 

church is about fellowship, coming together with others to celebrate a 

common life together, to celebrate God and each other, to remember. 

For some, church is home. For some, church is challenging and 

difficult, but somehow still worthwhile.  

 

For King Solomon, who built the first great temple at Jerusalem, 

“church,” as it were, was a matter of calling and of place. In keeping 

with a word that came to his father, David, from God, it was Solomon 

who would do what his father, busied by warfare, could not; he would 

build a temple, a great house for the Name of the Lord.  
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The cornerstone for our accessibility 

extension (on display in the undercroft). 
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All Souls Parish first worshipped on this site October 15, 1911.  It is for this reason 

that we celebrate the Anniversary of the Dedication of the Church on the third 

Sunday in October.  This year, Father Worthley preached a sermon that recalled our 

heritage while encouraging us to build for the future.  All Souls Forward, our 

addition for accessibility and hospitality, has brought literal stone to our site while 

we continue to add our part as “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5).  As such, we attend, 

worship, learn, serve, pray, and give—building a spiritual house for all.  Please read 

Father Worthley’s fine sermon and imagine ways YOU can add to the foundation 

that is All Souls.  

John Beddingfield,  

rector 
 



 

   

  

“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story here.” 
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And he did. His prayer of 

dedication was nothing short of 

dramatic: “Solomon stood before 

the altar of the Lord in the presence 

of all the assembly of Israel...spread 

out his hands to heaven,” and 

prayed there would always be a 

ruler like him to succeed David on 

the throne of Israel. But then he 

asked, “will God indeed dwell on 

the earth,” if heaven itself cannot 

contain God? However such a 

mystery might be possible, 

Solomon prayed that God’s “eyes 

might be open night and day 

toward [the] house” Solomon had 

built. 

 

May your eyes be open night and 

day toward this house. That’s a 

very simple, amazingly personal 

image for such a mighty building – 

that God’s eyes might be upon it at 

all times, night  and day, that the 

prayers said there (or directed 

toward there) might be heeded. 

May your eyes, Lord, be open night 

and day toward this house. 

 

This idea of a direct, personal 

connection between God, God’s 

house, and God’s people is 

developed even further in the First 

Letter of Peter. The letter’s author 

was writing just after the 

destruction of the second great 

temple at Jerusalem in the year 70 

A.D., which precipitated a 

complete crisis of understanding as 

to where God would or could 

dwell amongst us mortals. 

Matthew’s Jesus, who in today’s 

Gospel drives out those who would 

turn a profit in God’s house, speaks 

of this in responding to his 

followers’ awe at the sight of the 

mighty temple by saying, “Truly I 

tell you, not one stone will be left 

here upon another; all will be 

thrown down.” For Jesus and Peter, 

then, church is not about  

 

Peter, then, church is not about 

magnificent buildings but about 

people, about us. 

 

Forget these other stones, Jesus and 

Peter say. Come to the one, Jesus, 

who is a living stone, rejected by 

the builders but now himself the 

cornerstone. Jesus is now your 

temple. Like living stones, Peter’s 

letter says, “let yourselves be built 

into a spiritual house . . . a royal 

priesthood . . . a holy nation . . . 

God’s own people.” Stones become 

priests. We are stones, living 

stones. 

 

It’s a confusing series of 

interrelated metaphors we 

encounter today. Our God is a 

mighty fortress, a never-failing 

bulwark. God’s own eyes are open 

night and day toward yet another 

mighty fortress, a great temple of 

stone. Stones are cast down, but 

live. Stones are people. We are 

stones. We are God’s own people. 

 

What then is church? A place 

where God dwells among us? A 

place where we gather together? A 

group of people who go out from 

this place to serve others in need? A 

garden, an office, a nursery, a 

kitchen? An amazing spread, or a 

magnificent martini bar? A helping 

hand, or a healing touch?  

 

The answer is yes, all this and 

much more still.  

 

So what is church to you? 

 

When I look out onto the building 

site outback here at All Souls, I 

think I personally get closer to an 

idea of what all this biblical and 

medieval talk of stones and God 

and people is about. Over time, I’ve 

looked out and seen a dirt pit, 

become a foundation, and then, 

step by step, a form that looks more 

and more like the actual wing of a 

building. This process has likely 

seemed a lot longer to those who’ve 

looked out on this site on a more 

Father Worthley 
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and people is about. Over time, I’ve 

looked out and seen a dirt pit 

become a foundation and then, step 

by step, a form that looks more and 

more like the actual wing of a 

building.  

 

This process has likely seemed a lot 

longer to those who’ve looked out 

on this site on a more daily basis, 

but still, stone upon stone, as it 

were, this parish family is building 

its way toward much greater 

accessibility for all people. One by 

one, these stones are helping us 

become who we are meant to be, in 

a place we gather to be together as 

a community, a house of God for all  

souls. 

 

There is, as always, much more 

work to be done. But when I think 

of God’s eyes fixed upon this 

particular house night and day, I 

picture those eyes smiling.  

 

And, in fact, I do see the Holy 

Ghost, hard at work. 

 

Rev. Christopher Worthley, 

honorary assistant 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

A Hopeful Future 

From the Senior Warden  
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I got started writing this on a 

Thursday morning that quickly 

morphed into “cares of this world” 

Thursday (the pledge campaign 

needs help, uncooperative co-

worker, need to get a couple of 

construction-related bills to the 

church office for payment, not 

ready to head out the door to work, 

do we have everything in place for 

the feast on Thanksgiving?…you 

get the picture).    And we are head-

ing into the holiday season, which, 

to some degree, we all just hope to 

survive.   

 

I am doing my best to remember 

that the “holiday season” is the 

season of Advent (there is a 

wonderful future kingdom coming) 

and Christmas (Jesus Christ has 

already come into the world).  I am 

sure that I am not alone in dealing 

with the challenge of pulling back 

from all of the stuff going on to 

realize that there is a future and to 

grasp by faith that there are good 

things in that future (“Humble 

yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, so that he 

may exalt you in due time. Cast all 

your anxiety on him, because he 

cares for you.” 1 Peter 5: 6,7).   

 

In the context of a certainty of good 

things in the future, I want to share 

with you what we see as the future 

of All Souls.  Your vestry, wardens, 

and the rector met in September to 

lay out our goals for 2015.  Here’s 

what we came up with: 

 

• Create a robust culture of 

stewardship, with annual and 

planned giving that reflects broad 

participation and generosity. 

 
• Promote financial health and 

stability with an annual balanced 

on the point about RenewalWorks.  I 

know that we’ve gone from weekly 

announcements prodding you to 

take the RenewalWorks survey to 

being very quiet.  Let me assure 

you that things are happening.   

 

Our RenewalWorks Team is 

wrapping up their analysis of what 

you told us and getting ready to 

talk to the Vestry about how we 

move forward to address areas that 

are of importance to you and 

ultimately to the future of All 

Souls.  Where we are going with 

the RenewalWorks information has 

yet to be defined, but two things 

are clear:  

 

1) 77% of our average weekly 

attendance participated. The 

previous range for other Episcopal 

Churches was 5-75% of average 

weekly attendance, with 40% being 

average. We just blew the top off of 

the range – thank   you!  

 

2) We are going to work with you 

to determine how we use those 

results to shape the future of All 

Souls.   

 

With that, let me wish you (and 

me) a blessed Advent and 

Christmas with the “cares of the 

world” kept in check and a 

wonderful future to uncover in 

2015 and beyond. 
 

Dale Lewis, senior warden 

budget that supports the parish 

mission, covers expenses, and 

provides opportunities for growth. 

  

• Deepen and broaden spiritual life 

and practice through group prayer, 

bible study, and liturgical literacy. 

Support Christian formation 

through initiation and development 

programs.  
 
• Complete the accessibility project. 

Develop a building use plan to 

facilitate mission-focused building 

use that supports parish ministry 

and outreach.  
 
• Increase All Souls’ involvement 

in mission and charitable works in 

the community and abroad by 

identifying areas of greatest interest 

and exploring opportunities for 

ongoing mission work by the 

parish; encourage involvement of 

parishioners, and provide structure 

and support for these activities. 

 

• The Vestry will engage in a 

professionally-facilitated visioning 

workshop to develop a three-year 

plan that will reflect the findings of 

RenewalWorks, include periodic 

congregational visioning sessions, 

and prioritize building preser-

vation needs. 

 
•  Encourage an open, vibrant, and 

welcoming community where 

parishioners are engaged and 

inspired and where newcomers and 

neighbors are welcomed by 

developing new programs and 

sustaining existing ones that meet 

the needs of the congregation, 

continuing outreach activities, and 

fostering a culture of leadership 

and service. 

 
These goals do present a hopeful 

future.  Let me dwell for a moment 

May the joy of the angels, the 

eagerness of the shepherds, the 

perseverance of the wise men, the 

obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the 

peace of the Christ child be yours this 

Christmas; and may the blessing of 

God  Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit be amongst you 

and remain with you always. Amen. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Advent with Evelyn Underhill & Clare of Assisi 
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Adult Christian Education This Advent 

This Advent during Adult Forum (Sundays at 10 a.m. in the 

undercroft) we are studying Advent with Evelyn Underhill 

(Morehouse Publishing, 2006).  Copies of the book may be purchased 

in the undercroft for $10.  In this book, Anglican author and editor 

Christopher Webber has carefully selected inspirational passages from 

Evelyn Underhill's most significant works, providing readings for 

every day of Advent and Christmas. 

Join us on Saturday, December 13, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., for Seeing 

Clarely: A Quiet Day based on Clare of Assisi. Clare of Assisi (1194-

1253), friend and follower of St. Francis, sometimes used the image of 

a mirror to express aspects of faithful living. Through prayer, words, 

and silence, our Quiet Day will gaze with Clare into various spiritual 

“mirrors” so that we might come to a deeper understanding of how to 

live as reflections of Christ. From 9 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., coffee and tea 

will be available.  The meditations will begin at 9:30 a.m.  and will 

include a celebration of the Holy Eucharist. We will conclude by 1 

p.m. 

 

From the Junior Warden 

A Busy Fall for the Junior Warden 

Fall weather has retired, we’ve celebrated holidays – both secular and liturgical  – and we 

now come face to face with winter!  Here’s a quick recap of Fall activities which engaged 

your junior warden’s attention. 

We hired a new cleaning company to get our buildings into a cleaner state and keep them 

that way.  Please let me know if you observe something you think needs greater attention; 

many eyes on our house can be a good thing.  A contractor/handyman has spent time with 

us and fixed some nagging items, some of which include making administration building 

windows more operational (when the weather turns warm again, windows will open and 

close), the mirror has been re-hung in the second floor restroom, and he evaluated an 

electrical issue and a plumbing issue.   

   Is the undercroft chair storage issue settled?  I hope so!  Thank you for your good humor and 

flexibility as I tried to re-establish how chairs can be neatly stored and make the storage area  

tidier.  

The dormer on the Woodley Place side of our roof has been repaired by replacing some roof valleys and about eight 

Bangor slates and then repainting the structure. 

I have been working with our parish administrator, Mary Beth Howard, to consolidate files and reduce the amount 

of “stuff” in those files; we didn’t recycle anything vital or of historical importance – just know we decided it was not 

necessary to keep owner’s manuals for equipment we no longer have! 

Many thanks for your patience, comments, and advice.  Please help me and vestry preserve the wonderful buildings 

we have and keep them usable for the future.  Know that your stewardship contributions are vital to our long term 

health. 

 Martha Domenico, junior warden  

Martha Domenico 

  



 

   

 
 

 

 

 

  

People, Look East, The Time is Near 
Music Notes  

The season of Advent encompasses 

the four Sundays preceding 

Christmas.  This year, Advent 

begins on the Sunday of 

Thanksgiving weekend, November 

30.  At Mass on this day, 

worshippers will find music 

reflecting this season of 

preparation.  The ordinary of the 

Mass (Kyrie, Sanctus, and Agnus 

Dei) will be drawn from some of 

the most ancient music in existence 

today, Plainsong (also known as 

Gregorian Chant).   

 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

brings with it our second annual 

service of Advent Lessons & 

Carols.  This service consists of 

readings from the Bible telling of 

the promise of the Christ child, 

interspersed with choral pieces and 

congregational hymns.  This festive 

follows 

 

Christmas Eve brings with it three 

opportunities for worship.  At 

4pm, we celebrate Mass with 

particular intention for families 

with children.   Short carols are 

sung with piano accompaniment 

and all take part in the Christmas 

Story as the creche is blessed in the 

Mary Chapel.  At 7pm, we begin 

our third annual service of 

Christmas Lessons & Carols in the 

style of King’s College, Cambridge.  

This service consists of readings 

and music retelling the joyful 

message of the angels as we 

remember the birth of Christ.  

Brass musicians and timpani will 

accompany this festive service.  At 

10:30pm, familiar carols will fill the 

Nave as the musical prelude for the 

First Mass of Christmas.  The 

ordinary of this mass will be sung 

by a chamber choir.   

In the second movement, the oboe 

and soprano perform an 

embellished version of the chorale 

while the bass 

retelling of the ancient prophecies 

will prepare us for the joyful 

celebration of the Mass which follows 

immediately.  On this day, brass and 

timpani will accompany the music 

offered.  

 

Christmas Eve brings with it three 

opportunities for worship.  At 4 p.m., 

we celebrate Mass with particular 

intention for families with children.   

Short carols are sung with piano 

accompaniment and all take part in 

the Christmas Story as the creche is 

blessed in the Mary Chapel.  At 7pm, 

we begin our third annual service of 

Christmas Lessons & Carols in the 

style of King’s College, Cambridge.  

This service consists of readings and 

music retelling the joyful message of 

the angels as we remember the birth 

of Christ.  Brass musicians and 

timpani will accompany this festive 

service. 

At 10:30 p.m., familiar carols will 

fill the Nave as the musical 

prelude for the First Mass of 

Christmas.  The ordinary of this 

mass will be sung by a chamber 

choir.  

Ben Hutchens, 

director of music 

Around All Souls 

Left: A group of parishioners led by Melissa Barrett moves furniture and home furnishings donated by 

members of All Souls into the apartment we “adopted” for a homeless mother and her 3 children in cooperation 

with the Transitional Housing Corporation, October 25. Right: The confirmation of Shane Davies, Daniel 

Weishaar, and Jarrad Packard at the National Cathedral on November 15, 2014, accompanied by Fr. John. 
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Detail of the Nativity Window. 

Original Photo © Ron Ross, 2010 



 

   

 

 

  

Endowment Grants for 2015  

due January 23 

Christmas Flowers & Music 
 

Calendar Highlights 

Parish Office Holiday Hours 

Announcements 

You are invited to consider making a special donation in memory of or in thanksgiving for an individual and to 

defray the additional costs of flowers and music during the Christmas season. Accordingly, checks will be 

accepted now through the end of the year. If you would like a dedication in the Christmas bulletin, please have 

your check to the parish office or in the offering plate by the Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2014. 

Please indicate “flowers” or “music” or both on your check.  

 

Dedication forms will be available as inserts in the Sunday bulletins, in the parish office, and online at   

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13834.htm. Donations can also be made via our online giving system by clicking 

the “Online Giving” link at www.allsoulsdc.org and selecting the “Spec Flower-Christ” fund for Christmas  

Flowers and/or “Spec Music-Chris” fund for  Christmas Music. 

The parish office will be closed Thursday, December 26 through Friday, December 27, as well as Wednesday, 

December 31 through Friday, January 2.  

Applications  for grants from the All Souls Endowment 

Fund are available from the parish office or on the 

parish website. Grant requests are due in the office by 

January 23, 2015.  

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org 

and click the “Church Calendar” link. 
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Year-End Contribution Deadline 

If you wish to make additional contributions to All 

Souls in 2014, please be reminded that according to 

the IRS, contributions must be postmarked by 

December 31, 2014 to be counted for this year.   

Our experiment of a Sunday night Eucharist was 

successful, given we still have no parking, we did 

little advertising, and we only offered the Mass 

twice a month.  We learned several things:  1) 

Younger people from the neighborhood like this 

Mass.  2) Music is helpful, but we will need to 

include this in a future budget, if we are going to 

continue. 3) Some of our regular parishioners 

enjoyed the time, the length of the service, and the 

contemporary language.  We will revisit offering a 

new worship service in the spring, once our 

building is more accessible and we are back to a 

more regular schedule. 

   

“Odd Mass” to Be Revisited 

Sabbatical Update 

Father Beddingfield will be on sabbatical January 2, 2015 

through February 28, 2015.  For the first three weeks of 

January, he will be studying Spanish for seven hours a 

day in Querétaro, Mexico, making side trips to visit sites 

important in Latin American Christianity. The last week 

of January will be spent unwinding in the Manuel 

Antonio Rainforest in Costa Rica.  

 

Sundays at All Souls in January will welcome the Rev. 

Martin Smith as preacher at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.  Father 

 Smith will also lead a discussion 

at each Sunday’s Adult Forum.  

The Wednesday Noon Eucharist 

will be celebrated by Sister Elena 

Thompson.  Pastoral care will be 

coordinated through Mary Beth 

Howard in the parish office, 

calling on Sister Elena and our 

other honorary assistant priests.  

Dale Lewis (Senior Warden) and 

Martha Domenico (Junior 

Warden) are also available for 

questions or concerns.  For more 

information see the Sabbatical 

FAQ on the parish website.   

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/


 

   

  

From the Membership Database – As of Nov. 20 

Memorials 
 Robert Henry Swart, November 3, 2014 

Confirmations 
 Shane Jean-Michel Davies, Daniel J. Weishaar,  

& JarradClayton Packard, November 15, 2014  

Reaffirmations 
Includes new members who join by providing required information  

and existing members who provide missing information. 
 Lyndsay Dinatali Chaney, October 2, 2014 

 John Longstreth, November 20, 2014  

Transfers In 
 Edward H. Able, Jr., September 22, 2014 

 Brice Alexander Chaney, October 23, 2014 

Transfers Out 
 Chase Austin Rowan & Stephanie Michelle  

(Moran) Rowan to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 

Alexandria, VA 

 

 

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

Voice: (202)232-4244  Fax: (202)232-8593 

Contact us by e-mail: 

 office@allsoulsdc.org 

 rector@allsoulsdc.org 

 vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

 music@allsoulsdc.org 

 membership@allsoulsdc.org 

Website: www.allsoulsdc.org 

 

The Vestry 

Dale Lewis, senior warden 

Martha Domenico, junior warden 

Melissa Barrett, Daniel Callis, Jen Catena Davis, 

Elaine Eaker, Jennifer Crier Johnston, Greg Lebel, 

Jonathan Nicholas, Katherine Nordal, Rick Taylor 

Terry Cain, treasurer 

Linda Mahler, registrar 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Copy deadline for articles for the February/ March 

2015 issue of The Message is Friday, January 16, 

2015. E-mail message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com with 

story ideas, questions, and comments. 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector 

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary associate 

The Rev. Cameron Soulis, honorary associate 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, honorary associate 

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary associate 

Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music &    

   organist 

Tyler Doherty, Jacob Pierce, seminarians 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

Natty Dayal, child care 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

Ivonne Velasquez, child care 

 
Volunteer Leadership 

Ford Chinworth, financial secretary 

Patricia Dresser, chair of the Endowment Fund Board 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   John  Beddingfield, Evelyn Duffy, Greg DuRoss,     

   Terry Cain, Leigh Harrison,  Mary Beth Howard,  

   Barry Huber, Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 
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Progress continues on the construction 

of our accessibility extension.  

New windows and doors have been 

installed, and stone work has begun! 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:rector@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:vestry@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:music@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:membership@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/
mailto:message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AT ALL SOULS  
 

 

The All Souls Message 
December 2014/January 2015 
 
All Souls Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 

Sunday, December 7, 11 a.m. 

Advent Lessons & Carols 

 

Saturday, December 13, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Seeing Clarely: A Quiet Day Based on Clare of Assisi 

 

Wednesday, December 24, 4 p.m. 

Children’s  Mass & Blessing of the Crèche 

 

Wednesday, December 24, 7 p.m. 

Candlelight Christmas Lessons & Carols 

Music and readings in the style of King’s College, Cambridge 

 

Wednesday, December 24 

First Mass of Christmas 

Carols for Congregation and Choir, 10:30 p.m.; High Mass, 11 p.m. 

 

Thursday, December 25, 10 a.m. 

Christmas Day Low Mass 

Thursday, January 1, 10 a.m. 

Low Mass for the Most Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

 


