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In the biblical story of paradise,  two trees in the Garden of Eden had particular significance: 

the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” and the “tree of life.” God tells Adam and Eve 

that they may eat the fruit of all the trees of the garden except that of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil. Merely touching that tree would lead them to death. Retelling 

this story is an important ritual in Advent as we root our anticipation and celebration of the 

Messiah’s coming in our spiritual and theological past, present, and future. 

 

In The Winter Pascha: Readings for the Christmas-Epiphany Season, Thomas Hopko notes that, for 

Christians, the tree of life is understood to be a symbol of the actualization of communion 

with God; it represents the flowering of obedience, of truth, and of life itself. It is an image of 

what the New Testament writers call the “kingdom of God” which, in the teaching of the 

apostle Paul, “is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” 

(Romans 14:17). And the fruit of this tree, which is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 

Truth, is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control” (Galatians 5:22-23). It is the knowledge of God through our experience of the qualities 

and essence of divine being.  

In Greek Orthodox hymns for the festal celebrations that come just 

before Christ’s Nativity, Jesus’ birth heralds a return to paradise. The 

Messiah is born and the gates of Eden are opened again. The Savior 

comes, the tree of life blossoms, and all humanity is invited to partake. 

 

Paradise in this sense is not a place on a metaphysical map. It is a 

condition of spirit. When a person knows God and lives in communion 

with God, this is paradise. When a person does not know God and lives 

in communion with his or her own nothingness, this is death, the “land 

of forgetfulness” (Psalm 88:11-12). 

 

In Advent we celebrate the arrival of Jesus just as hungry farmers might 

celebrate the arrival of a tender new bud on a fruit tree they had come 

to believe incapable of blooming.  Theologically and spiritually, 

everything about this coming is thoroughly unexpected, and as we are 

given early glimpses of it we practically hold our breath in anticipation. 

 

As we gather and worship together during the Advent and Christmas 

seasons, let us reflect upon how Jesus’ coming among us catches our 

breath and surprises and stretches us still today.  Let us ponder the 

ways that we might rely too much on knowledge and not enough on 

experience.  Let us ask how (if?) we are feeding from the tree of life and 

sharing its bountiful fruit with each other and the world.  

Gustav Klimt, The Tree of Life,  

Stoclet Frieze (1909) 
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A Snapshot of the Bishop’s Visitation 
Parish Life 

Clockwise from Upper Left:  Bishop Mariann leads Adult Forum; Bishop Mariann with our new rector, 

Father Jadon; Bringing up the elements; The Bishop and the acolytes prepare to process; Ed Perlman lights the 

altar candles.  

 

  



 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Life (Continued from Page 2) 
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Clockwise from Upper Left:  Bishop Mariann looks over the gathering All Souls flock; The congregation 

welcomes Sarah Crawford and Adam Hallowell, who were received and baptized, respectively; Father Jadon; 

Father Jadon greets some of our youngest members after Mass; Ben Hutchens leads the choir in song. 

 

  

All photos by Donovan Marks 
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Get to Know our New Rector 

A Call is Answered 

As Advent began, so did a new ministry at All Souls, with the arrival of the parish’s eighth rector, Jadon Hartsuff. Fr. 

Jadon takes the idea of call very seriously, and is glad that in the Episcopal Church, a call is never one-sided. Whether 

one is discerning a call to ordination, applying to seminary, or considering a clergy position, one can never just make the 

decision on one’s own. The church and the individual must reach out to the other. 

 

Looking back now, Fr. Jadon can detect the beginnings of a call to ministry in his teenage years. But first, he had other 

interests to pursue. He spent his early life in Jackson, Michigan, which was hometown to both his parents,  amid what he 

describes as “a potpourri” of religious influences, including his maternal grandparents’ Baptist “bible church,” his 

father’s side of the family whose pre-Revolutionary Anglican roots stretch back to before the Episcopal Church was 

called that, a busy mom who wasn’t much for churchgoing but whose faith ran deep, and an Italian Catholic stepfather.  

 

After college, he stayed in the Midwest for a few years, until the September 11 attacks spurred him to join the Army 

(following in the footsteps of his mother, who’d served in both active duty and reserve). His military intelligence career 

was cut short, unfortunately, while he was training at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California and was 

honorably discharged under the now-defunct policy known as “don’t ask, don’t tell.” He chose to stay on the West 

Coast, however, first returning to management work in operations and  marketing, and later directing an  interior design 

firm. 

 

It wasn’t just the scenery and sunshine that kept him in California. On the recommendation of a friend, he started 

attending All Saints Beverly Hills, driving as far as two hours each way on a Sunday (when he lived in Santa Barbara) to 

attend services. “I just kind of came alive spiritually,” he says of his years at All Saints. “Beautiful liturgy, really 

incredible music, meaningful opportunities for formation, other young professionals, and a large number of faithful, 

openly gay people.” His business was taking off, he was traveling internationally and living in Bel Air, but he could feel 

the call to the priesthood growing stronger as he became more involved in the congregation. “Perhaps it took getting 

access to a Saudi Arabian private jet before the scales fell from my eyes and I realized that pursuing that lifestyle  wasn’t 

what I wanted my life to be about,” he laughs.  

 

He began working with a committee of lay parishioners to clarify a nascent call. He laughs again as he recalls telling his 

discernment committee about all the careers he’d been interested in: teaching, serving as an advocate in the justice sector, 

being a therapist, or continuing in management because “I really enjoy organizing systems and people…” and the group  

responding, “Jadon! If you put those things all together you actually have the job description of a priest!”  

 

He was drawn to the urban setting and rich Anglican liturgical tradition of General Seminary in New York City, and 

following his studies there spent a year at a large parish in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He was next called to Saint John’s 

Cathedral in Denver, whose dean and senior warden had an ambitious plan to grow the community and hired a group of 

five young priests to help do it. However, the dean then answered a call of his own, moving away to become the bishop 

of Southeast Florida, and the plans to grow took a backseat to the work of transition. Fr. Jadon had to open himself up to 

a new call yet again. 

 

Fortunately for All Souls, Fr. Jadon is a bit of a political junkie, and the possibility of coming to the nation’s capital was 

very appealing. As he spoke first with members of our search committee and then came out to see the church and meet 

the vestry, the sense of call grew stronger, and to his great joy, it was reciprocated.  

 

For him, the season of Advent is the perfect time to start his life in Washington and at All Souls. “In Advent we hear the 

stories of John the Baptist calling us to prepare for a radical new beginning, and of Mary and Joseph choosing to trust 

God’s providence in an uncertain new beginning. It’s very meaningful to me that we are launching this new relationship 

during the season when we as a faithful people embrace the hope and promise embedded in new beginnings. There 

couldn’t be better timing.” 

Elizabeth Terry, Communications Committee 
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Not Merely Life, But Abundant Life 
Stewardship 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. ‒ John 10:10 

 

What do these words of Jesus mean for us, especially now? First, you and I and all of us are included in the “they” for 

whom Jesus came. His promise of abundant life means that we will have enough—if not for all of our wants, then surely 

for all of our needs. Knowing and believing this, we can be generous. Second, in contrast to the thief who comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy, abundant life gives, builds up, and renews. Knowing and believing this, we can be hopeful 

and even joyful about our present and our future. 

 

Our worship and work at All Souls draw us into the abundant life that Jesus came into the world to bring to us. Our 

church was founded on the idea that “all souls are mine.” When we serve meals to the hungry, furnish an apartment for 

a homeless family, or support sustainable agriculture in a poor country, we are affirming our interdependence and 

solidarity with all people. By celebrating open Communion, we are acknowledging that all are equally beloved by God. 

All Souls is a place where God’s work is going on and the Holy Spirit is with us.  

 

Yet even as we reach to embrace abundant life, we must acknowledge that we are living in a time when many people in 

our nation have succumbed to fear. They seem to see only scarcity wherever they look. To those whose worldview is that 

everyone must compete for a share of insufficient resources in order to survive, people whom they do not know appear 

threatening, and may be seen as enemies. Mistrust, division, exclusion, prejudice, and even hatred, can come to seem 

right and even necessary to survival. 

 

This leads me to ask, as Father Frank Dunn did in a recent sermon, “What is a Christian to do?” As I have meditated and 

prayed seeking an answer to this question, I have come to realize that I must respond to fear with faith. I must answer 

mistrust with trust, and counter hate with love. One of the ways I choose to do this is to financially support All Souls. 

 

I invite you to join with me in giving as generously as you can: in trust that God’s promise of abundant life is real and 

enduring, in faith that the kingdom of God is in our midst, and in worship of Jesus Christ, who gave his life to redeem us 

from sin and taught us how to love. 

Linda Mahler, Stewardship Committee 

 

 

Visit www.allsoulsdc.org/donate for 

more information about our 

Stewardship Campaign 

  

There are 3 ways you can pledge:  

1) Via web form at  

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13139.htm; 

2) By printing the 2017 pledge card  

from our website; 

3) Through All Souls Connects  

(Log in to your account at 

www.allsoulsdc.org/memberlogin  

after logging in, click “Pledge Now” under  

“My Giving Summary”) 
Passing the collection plate.  

 

  

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/donate
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13139.htm
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/memberlogin


 

   

 

 

 

  
Christmas at All Souls  

Calendar Highlights 

Announcements 

With Christmas falling on a Sunday, our schedule of Christmas services is slightly different this year. On Christmas 

Eve, the Children’s Mass will be moved back an hour to 5 p.m., and there will be no 7 p.m. Mass. The First Mass of 

Christmas will take place at its usual 11 p.m., preceded by a musical prelude beginning at 10:30 p.m. On Christmas 

Day, we will have only one service at 11 a.m., which will Lessons and Congregational Carols with High Mass. View 

the back page of this issue for a full listing of our Christmas services. 

We could not have made it through this past interim year 

without the help of our honarary associate clergy, Mother 

Elizabeth Orens, Sister Elena Thompson, O.P.A., Father 

Christopher Worthley, and Mother Cameron Soulis. 

Between them, they covered many of our Sunday 

services, as well as the Wednesday noon Masses and 

pastoral care visits. Thanks also to the interim and supply 

clergy who preached and celebrated during this time  of 

transition, including  the Rev’d Martin Smith, the Rev’d 

Frank Dunn, the Rev’d Nancy Carol James, the Rev’d 

Shawn Strout, and the Rev’d Jim Holmes. We also want 

to acknowledge and thank The Reverend Virginia Brown-

Nolan, who served as our Interim Rector for part of 2016. 

 

A special thanks goes out to Ed Perlman, head of the altar 

guild and the acolytes’ guild, who helped keep our 

liturgical life humming and who kept the Thursday 

morning prayer service  going during this  interim period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org/calendar. 
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Thank You to Our Supply & Honorary 

Associate Clergy 

Holiday Office Closures 

The Parish Office will be closed from Saturday, December 24 through Monday, January 2 and will reopen on 

Tuesday, January 3. There will be no noon Mass on Wednesday, December 28 or Matins/Low Mass on Thursday, 

December 29. If you have needs or concerns during this time, contact Father Jadon (rector@allsoulsdc.org), Jeff Wells 

(senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org), or Daniel Callis (junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org). However, please allow extra time to 

receive a response, as our church leadership will be spending time with their families during the holiday season. 

Year-End Contribution Deadline 

If you wish to make additional contributions to All 

Souls in 2016, please be reminded that according to 

the IRS, contributions must be postmarked by 

December 31, 2016 to be counted for this year. 

 

If you are transferring securities to All Souls, 

please be sure to inform the office of your intended 

gift. We need to know your name, which securities 

you’re donating and how many shares, and the 

approximate market value. This helps us properly 

credit your donation – otherwise we have no way 

of knowing who donated what stock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Giving Envelopes 

If you requested giving envelopes for your 2017 

pledge, they can be picked up at the welcome 

table in the undercroft beginning Sunday, 

December 18. If you did not previously request 

envelopes, but would like to now, contact the 

parish office at office@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Endowment Grants 

The application process for 2017 Endowment Grants will 

begin soon. For more information, keep an eye on our 

weekly announcements and on our website  at 

www.allsoulsdc.org/endowment.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/calendar
mailto:rector@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/endowment


 

   

 

 
  

From the Membership Database  
(as of December 8, 2016)  

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 

All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org  • 202-232-4244 

 

Follow All Souls on Facebook!  

http://is.gd/AllSoulsFacebook  

 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadline 

Copy deadline for articles for the February/March 

2017 issue of The Message is Wednesday, January 18, 

2017. Email story ideas, questions, and comments to 

office@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

To View the Monthly Parish Dashboard 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org/governance  

 

Contact the Parish Office 

at office@allsoulsdc.org about announcements,    

calendar questions, altar flower requests, giving  

statements, online giving, etc. 

 
For Address Changes and Transfer Requests 

email Barry Huber, Membership Secretary, at 

membership@allsoulsdc.org  

 

 

 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Jadon D. Hartsuff, Rector 

     rector@allsoulsdc.org 

Mary Beth Howard, Parish Administrator 

    office@allsoulsdc.org  

Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, II, Director of Music  

   music@allsoulsdc.org  

Moises Flores, Sunday Sexton 

Carlos Guerra, Sexton Emeritus 

 

Assisting Clergy 

The Reverend Elizabeth Orens 

The Reverend Cameron Soulis 

The Reverend Elena Thompson, O.P.A.  

The Reverend Christopher Worthley 

 
All Souls’ Vestry 

Jeff Wells, senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org (2017) 

Daniel Callis, junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org (2018) 

   Melissa Barrett (2018), Ike Brannon (2019),  

   Jen Catena Davis (2018), Elaine Eaker (2018),  

   Barry Huber (2019), Greg Lebel (2017),  

   Jonathan Nicholas (2017), Heidi Rasciner (2019),  

   Rick Taylor (2017), vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

Terry Cain, Treasurer (Ex-Officio) 

Leigh Harrison, Registrar (Ex-Officio) 
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Baptisms 
 Adam Nicholas Hallowell, December 4, 2016 

 Naila Hope Young, December 4, 2016 

 

Receptions 
 Sarah Patterson Crawford, December 4, 2016 

 

Transfers In 
 Theodore & Mary Hartz from St. Dunstan’s,  

Bethesda, MD 

 Jessica Harvey from Christ Church Cathedral,  

Lexington, KY 

 

 

 

 Adam Hallowell is Baptized.  

 

  

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/
http://is.gd/AllSoulsFacebook
mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/governance
mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:membership@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:rector@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:music@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:vestry@allsoulsdc.org


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The All Souls Message 
December 2016 / January 2017 
 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 

Join Us for Christmas! 
 

 Christmas Eve 

Saturday, December 24 

5 p.m., Children’s Mass & Blessing of the Crèche 

10:30 p.m., Carols for Congregation and Choir 

11 p.m., First Mass of Christmas (High Mass) 

 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25 

11 a.m., Lessons & Congregational Carols  

              with High Mass 
 

The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Sunday, January 1 

8:30 a.m. Low Mass 

11 a.m., Sung Mass with Choir 

 

The Twelfth Day of Christmas 

Thursday, January 5 

7:30 a.m., Low Mass 
 


