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Our parish archives contain several 

different generations of The Message, which 

has most often been a bimonthly paper 

publication.  For over ten years, Barry 

Huber has been the primary designer and 

force behind keeping us all on schedule and 

helping the widest possible audience learn 

about All Souls and know what’s going on.  

Barry let us know that he would like to 

“retire” from that responsibility, and so, 

reluctantly, we have allowed him to do so.  

His faithfulness to this task has been 

amazing and we are grateful.   

 

Last year, our communications team 

conducted a survey, asking the parish about 

the various ways we try to communicate.  

Overwhelmingly, people felt that The 

Message continued to play an important role 

in our common life. And yet we all 

acknowledge the rising costs of postage and 

copying, as well as the labor costs of 

coordinating a bi-monthly publication. 

   

This edition of The Message reflects a 

transition.  Though we still want a paper 

product that can be handed to newcomers, 

mailed to visitors, and used in other ways 

of “show and tell,” beginning with the next 

issue we will primarily send The Message as 

a .pdf attachment through email.  As is 

currently done, it will also be posted on our 

parish website.  

 

We will email a .pdf to all for whom we 

have email addresses, and continue to send 

a paper copy to those without email.  If we 

have your email address but you wish to 

continue to receive a paper copy, you must 

contact the parish office or return the 

enclosed postcard (with postage, please).  

 

Several things will look different.  Because 

The Message will go out by email and be 

posted in full on our internet site, we will no 

longer print birthdays.  The parish office can 

provide a birthday listing for those who may 

wish to have one.  Because of space, we will 

also no longer print baptism dates in this 

newsletter.   

 

We hope the new version of The Message will 

continue to have information that is helpful, 

perhaps contain theological or spiritual 

articles, and also include lots of pictures.  If 

you would like to contribute something to 

this publication, please contact Mary Beth 

Howard, the parish administrator, or simply 

email message@allsoulsdc.org.   

 

Thanks to all who are helping to make this 

transition. I hope you will let us know how 

we can continue to improve our 

communication and our sharing in the life of 

Christ—at All Souls and beyond.    

         John Beddingfield, rector 

A New Take on an Old Message Inside this issue: 

Editions of The Message from past years. 
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All Souls Forward’s key project, 

construction of an accessible 

entrance wing off the south façade 

of the nave, is almost finished with 

its pre-construction phase, having 

slowly navigated the District of 

Columbia’s labyrinthine permitting 

process. In the course of this 

months-long procedure, All Souls 

has engaged the services of a 

permit expediting firm that has led 

us through zoning, historic 

preservation, structural, water, 

sewer, and transportation 

requirements and reviews. One 

component of the construction 

permit requirements involved 

excavating down about fifteen feet 

in the northeast corner of the front 

yard to find a lateral sewer line and 

to provide video showing that that 

line is clear and in good condition, 

an endeavor that took more than 

two weeks. All the requirements 

have now been met and we should 

have our construction permit 

shortly. We can begin active, 

“shovels in the dirt” construction as 

soon as the permit is issued. If the 

work goes as planned, the new 

entrance and the garden that will 

be directly accessible from the 

undercroft will be completed before 

Christmas 2014.  

 

In addition to the accessibility 

project, several other maintenance 

and renovation projects are under 

way. Four restrooms in the 

administration wing have been 

remodeled in a “period 

appropriate” manner that both 

reflects their construction date and 

provides a unified design for the 

rooms. A black and white palette 

for the wall and floor tiles and a 

clear, vibrant yellow paint color 

that someone at All Souls has 

dubbed “Venetian Morning” was 

used in the bathrooms and 

From the Construction Projects Manager 

vestibules. New lighting fixtures will 

be installed by mid-February and the 

spaces will have new mirrors and 

accessories. 

 

The dormer on the east side of the 

church has deteriorated over time; it 

will be repainted and have its slate 

roof and cooper flashing repaired in 

the next few months. Sometime 

around 2007, the stone cross on the 

west end of the nave roof developed 

a crack near its base. Although the 

damage is somewhat alarming, the 

cross survived the earthquake and it 

is not dangerously unstable. 

However, given the area’s more than 

100-degree temperature swings and 

the very real danger of additional 

damage from the freeze-thaw cycle, 

the cross should be stabilized to 

prevent further deterioration.  We 

have contracted with Worcester-

Eisenbrandt Inc., a nationally-known 

preservation and conservation firm in 

Baltimore, to execute the work on the 

cross during the accessibility wing 

construction so that we can use the 

same Public Space permit for this 

work and for installing a new man-

hole required for the building 

addition.  

 

The east side of All Souls has had 

moisture problems for many years. 

An investigative study that 

included excavating four test pits 

along the east wall from the 

northeast to the southeast corner 

revealed many failed 

waterproofing attempts and many 

areas with significant mortar losses 

below grade. We are now 

reviewing several proposals for 

moisture abatement treatments. 

Because this project will be costly, 

we are exploring ways to do the 

work in phases, with the first phase 

being remediation of the severe 

moisture infiltration in the men’s 

toilet behind the stage in the 

undercroft.   

 

All of these projects are complex, 

expensive, and somewhat 

inconvenient for the daily activities 

at All Souls; but when they are 

completed, All Souls will be very 

well equipped for meeting its goal 

to provide worship, classes, 

programs and a gathering space for 

the community that anyone can 

attend regardless of their mobility. 

Marsha Oates,  

construction projects manager 

 
  

“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story here.” 
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A Modest Offering 

Marsha Oates has been hired 
on a part-time basis to 
serve as our Owner’s 

Representative and Project 
Manager. Though 

relatively new to All Souls, 
Marsha is a preservation 
consultant with years of 
experience overseeing and 
coordinating renovations 

and new construction 

projects.    



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Christians observed with 

great devotion the days of our 

Lord’s passion and resurrection, and 

it became the custom of the Church 

to prepare for them by a season of 

penitence and fasting. This season of 

Lent provided a time in which 

converts to the faith were prepared 

for Holy Baptism. It was also a time 

when those who, because of 

notorious sins, had been separated 

from the body of the faithful were 

reconciled by penitence and 

forgiveness, and restored to the 

fellowship of the Church. Thereby, 

the whole congregation was put in 

mind of the message of pardon and 

absolution set forth in the Gospel of 

our Savior, and of the need which all 

Christians continually have to renew 

their repentance and faith.  

We are invited, therefore, in the 

name of the Church, to the 

observance of a holy Lent, by self-

examination and repentance; by  

Gather in the undercroft for something to drink and then join us on the 

meditation garden patio for the burning of the palms. A pot luck Mardi Gras 

Feast follows our prayers.  

Join us for the fun: check the sign up sheet in the undercroft. 

 

All Souls is blessed with beautiful 

Stations of the Cross, made 

especially for our church in the 

1990s. Of the fourteen stations, 

eight are based directly on events 

recorded in the Gospels and six are 

based upon traditional stories 

about Jesus making his way 

through Jerusalem to Calvary. The 

simple weekly service on Friday 

nights allows us to walk to each 

station and pause for a reading 

from scripture and a prayer. We 

sing a verse of a traditional hymn 

between each station.  This is a 

wonderfully quiet and simple 

service. When we walk Stations of 

the Cross, we are given an 

opportunity to see each station 

with new eyes.  The more one 

looks, the more one sees. We are 

invited to hear the scripture with 

new ears. We are invited to 

respond to the Way of the Cross, 

and indeed, to the Way of Christ, 

with new hearts. 

 

The Season of Lent 

Lent Begins 

March 5 

Ash Wednesday: 

The First Day in Lent 
Low Mass with the 
Imposition of Ashes  

at 7 a.m., noon, and 7 p.m. 
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Let’s Celebrate before Lent 

Tuesday, March 4, 6 p.m. 

Shrove Tuesday 
& Mardi Gras 

Evening Prayer with Burning 
of Palms from last year and 

Mardi Gras Supper 

Stations of the Cross:  
Fridays in Lent  
Starting March 7 at 7 p.m. 

prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and 

by reading and meditating on God’s 

holy Word. And, to make a right 

beginning of repentance, and as a 

mark of our mortal nature, we kneel 

before the Lord, our maker and 

redeemer.  

 

On this day,  we receive ashes of 

humility, but we also receive bread 

and wine of new life, allowing us to 

move forward from this special day 

renewed and enlivened.  

‒ revised from the Book of 

 Common Prayer, pp. 264-265 



 

   

  

On the last Sunday after the 

Epiphany, March 2, we celebrate 

the feast of the Transfiguration of 

Christ.  The Transfiguration is a 

pivotal moment − Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke describe Jesus 

and three of his apostles going to 

a mountain.  On the mountain, 

Jesus begins to shine with bright 

rays of light. Then the prophets 

Moses and Elijah appear next to 

him and he speaks with them. 

Jesus is then called "Son" by  God 

the Father.  The setting on the 

mountain is presented as the 

point where human nature meets 

God: the meeting place for the 

temporal and the eternal, with 

Jesus himself as the connecting 

point, acting as the bridge 

between heaven and earth.    

Each week, the music ministry 

seeks to offer worshippers a 

connection with the Holy ‒ one in 

which the melodies, harmonies, 

and lyrics combine to draw us all 

Music for Transfiguration 

closer to God.  On the last 

Sunday of this season, the choir 

will sing the ordinary of the 

Mass.  The setting will be Franz 

Schubert's Mass No. 2 in G Major 

for choir and strings, composed in 

1815.  This is the best known of  

the three shorter mass 

compositions which Schubert 

composed between the more 

elaborate first and fifth masses.  

Schubert is a composer of the 

highest caliber ‒ in fact, he 

composed this Mass setting in 

less than a week!  Following its 

premiere, it had remained one of 

Schubert's less noted 

compositions ‒ so much so that 

that first edition of the mass had 

been usurped by Robert Führer, 

then director of music at Prague's 

St. Vitus Cathedral, who 

eventually  ended up in prison 

for embezzlement.  The music 

itself provides a devotional mood 

of a religious composition rather 

than overly romantic text-

expression.  Lent begins on 

March 5, and with it, our 

congregational setting of the 

Mass will change to that of the 

Deutsche Messe by Schubert, 

found in our Hymnal 1982.   

Ben Hutchens,  

director of music & organist 

Despite the current winter season 

and its Arctic-like episodes in our 

area in recent weeks, there has been 

some gardening activity recently at 

All Souls! Your Garden Guild, 

taking advantage of a real lull in 

cold temperatures on January 20th  

‒ it got up to 55 degrees! ‒ planted 

270 flower bulbs in the front of the 

church:  some in the large flower 

pots by our front doors and a large 

number in the sloped garden section 

between the front doorways.  

Almost any other installation 

activity is necessarily "on hold" right 

now because of the Accessibility 

Project construction needs and 

impacts.    

Garden Guild Update 

Speaking of impacts:  you've 

observed that the triangular section 

of our church's front garden is 

practically denuded. 

Reinstallations there − including a 

flowering tree or two ‒ will 

proceed once that area gets its 

"green light" from our construction 

management team.   

We're looking to a late-February 

Saturday morning ‒ weather 

permitting ‒ for a (brief) work 

session in the not-impacted front 

garden  (the section with the 

benches):  some pruning, "dead-

heading," and other maintenance.   

All are welcome to participate.  

More specific notification will be 

posted closer to the actual day. 

Terry Adlhock,  

garden guild chair 
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Music Notes 



 

   

Musical Showcase of Episcopal Schools 
The Episcopal Children’s Center 

Sunday, March 9, 2014 at 4:00 

p.m. is the 15th Annual Musical 

Showcase of Episcopal Schools 

held at St. John’s Episcopal 

School, Olney.  This delightful 

musical program showcases 

(hence the name!) the musical 

talents of many youngsters from 

Episcopal schools throughout the 

diocese.  This year’s master of 

ceremonies is the well-known 

chief meteorologist for television 

station WUSA 9, Topper Shutt.  

Perhaps he’ll even provide a hint 

about spring weather! 

 

The Showcase is a fundraiser 

organized by the Auxiliary Board 

of The Episcopal Children’s 

Center (ECC) (www.eccofdc.org).   

The concert is free, but a 

suggested donation of $10 will be 

greatly appreciated; reservations 

are preferred but not required, 

and a reception follows.   

 

All Souls’ most visible support 

for ECC is our annual collection 

of cookies in May for the 

youngsters at the Center.  ECC is 

a non-profit, primary grade-level 

school for emotionally troubled 

children who are referred from 

area public schools, and the 

Auxiliary Board provides support 

activities to complement the 

educational component.   

 

The Auxiliary Board funds the 

Christmas party with food and 

gifts for the children, and we 

recently purchased a webcam for 

using Skype in the media center.  

A September Book Fair with 

partner Politics and Prose 

successfully raised funds and 

yielded  many book donations. 

 

St John’s Episcopal School is 

located at 3427 Olney-

Laytonsville Road, Olney, MD 

20832.  Please see Martha 

Domenico if you have further 

questions. 

Martha Domenico 

 

Around All Souls 

Clockwise from 

upper left: the All 

Souls Choir 

performs under the 

direction of Ben 

Hutchens; Anna 

Menard Clark 

with Bishop 

Mariann Budde; 

Marko Zlatich and 

Nancy Aherne in 

the All Souls 

kitchen. 
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Arcturus Presents A Staged 
Reading Of Noël Coward’s “Post-
Mortem” 

Country Western Dancing 

Episcopal Men's Fellowship Presents The Many Moods Of Love 

Calendar Highlights 

Cantate Chamber Singers Concert at All Souls 

Announcements 

Newsletter Distribution Changes 

Mark your calendar, polish your boots, and practice your two-step.  On Friday, February 7, from 6:30 p.m. to 9 

p.m. we will have a country western night. Please bring things to eat and drink, as well as a few dollars to 

contribute toward offsetting the cost of the dance instructor, Adriane, who was with us a few years ago. Please 

join us and bring friends for a great evening. 

The EMF will meet on Thursday, February 13, at 7 p.m. Tenor Darnell Roulhac will perform favorites from The 

American Songbook, Broadway, and Hollywood. Parishioner Artie Roach will provide piano accompaniment. 

The cost for food and drink is $15; if you plan to attend (men only, please!), sign up on the signup sheet in the 

Undercroft or send an email to ike.brannon@gmail.com. Join us in the Undercroft for food, fun, and fellowship. 

On Sunday, March 23, at 4 p.m., All Souls will host Cantate Chamber Singers’ event, “Curlew River: A Parable 

for Church Performance,” as part of the 2014 National Cherry Blossom Festival.  It is an area concert premiere of 

Britten’s unique 1964 work inspired by Japanese Noh theater.  Cantate will present a fully mounted production 

with new choreography by renowned performance artist Shizumi Manale. Also on the program is the world 

premiere of Chidori for women’s voices and koto, the Japanese string instrument, by acclaimed composer Gary 

Davison. Info and tickets at http://cantate.org/curlew-river/. 

Arcturus Theater Company will present a 

staged reading of Noël Coward's “Post-

Mortem” at All Souls on Monday, February 17 

at 7 p.m. 
 

“Post-Mortem” is a moving but rarely 

produced play by one of the best and most 

prolific playwrights. A soldier, killed in World 

War I, returns as a ghost thirteen years later to 

revisit his parents, fiancée, and friends. They 

communicate with each other in this 

fascinating rumination on the factors that 

propel war and how the living regard the dead. 

Tickets, at $25, can be purchased at  

arcturustheater.org.  
 

Money raised from this fundraiser will go 

toward Arcturus’ production of Lisa Loomer’s 

attention deficit comedy, “Distracted,” to be 

presented June 12 to 22 at the Atlas Performing 

Arts Center. 

To continue to receive a 

hard copy of The Message, 

please complete and return 

the attached post card to 

the parish office.   

 

The shift to email distribution 

will take place with the 

April/May issue. 
 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org 

and click the “Church Calendar” link. 

6 



 

   

  

From the Membership Database – Recent Activities 

Baptisms 
 December 15, 2013—James Robert Bendahan 

Burials & Interments 
 December 14, 2013—Harriet Bradford Curry 

Confirmations & Receptions 
 None 

Marriages & Blessings 
 January 1, 2014—John Chase Maxwell and 

Don Martin Parkinson 

Reaffirmations 
 None 

Transfers In 
 None 

Transfers Out 
 December 5, 2014 – Marci A. Schneider,  

to Chapel of the Cross, Chapel Hill, NC 

 

 

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

Voice: (202)232-4244  Fax: (202)232-8593 

Contact us by e-mail: 

 office@allsoulsdc.org 

 rector@allsoulsdc.org 

 vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

 music@allsoulsdc.org 

 membership@allsoulsdc.org 

Website: www.allsoulsdc.org 

 

The Vestry 

Dale Lewis, senior warden 

Jeff Wells, junior warden 

Melissa Barrett, Daniel Callis, Martha Domenico, 

Jennifer Crier Johnston, Greg Lebel, Katherine 

Nordal, Margaret Romig, Larry Sturgeon 

Terry Cain, treasurer 

Linda Mahler, registrar 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Copy deadline for articles for the April/May 2014 

issue of The Message is Friday, March 14, 2014. 

Email message@allsoulsdc.org with story ideas, 

questions, and comments. 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector 

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary associate 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, honorary associate 

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary associate 

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music &    

   organist 

Tyler Doherty, seminarian 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

Natty Dayal, child care 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

Ivonne Velasquez, child care 

 
Volunteer Leadership 

Ford Chinworth, financial secretary 

Patricia Dresser, chair of the Endowment Fund Board 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   John  Beddingfield, Evelyn   Duffy, Greg   

   DuRoss, Terry Cain, Leigh Harrison,  Mary Beth  

   Howard, Barry Huber, Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 
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Photo © Ian Livingston for the Washington Post 

Included in the photo-blog “Yes, Leesburg, 

 it did snow in Washington one week ago” 

on January 9, 2014. 
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Join us on Wednesday, March 5 
as we begin the season of Lent with  

Ash Wednesday services  
at 7 a.m., noon, and 7 p.m. 

 

The All Souls Message 
February/March 2014 
 
All Souls Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 


