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In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus is asked, “Which is the greatest 

commandment?” His response is quite simple ‒ to love God above all else and love one’s 

neighbor. (Matt. 22: 36-40)  This dual emphasis is the foundation for the project called 

RenewalWorks in the Episcopal Church, as it focuses our collective attention and energy on 

ministries of growing our relationship with God and emphasizing our love of our 

neighbor. 

 

RenewalWorks is based on a broader, older study of a range of congregations in which over 

1600 denominational and nondenominational churches representing over 300,000 members 

participated.  The research that grew out of those surveys pointed to factors that serve to 

maximize church vitality, including core beliefs that guide decisions, catalytic church 

activities, clear means to develop personal spiritual practices, and the importance of a 

community devoted to service.   

In 2012, the Diocese of Chicago instituted a pilot project designed to assess the spiritual vitality of its parishes.  This 

became RenewalWorks in the Episcopal Church, offering insight into spiritual vitality through the eyes of our parishioners. 

This pilot project grew into a program that focuses our individual and collective attention on those aspects of our life in 

Christ and compares our self-assessments with congregations that are flourishing in manifesting what it means to know 

Jesus and follow him.  RenewalWorks quite simply challenges us to figure out how God wants us to grow. 

 

The first step in the process at All Souls, the Spiritual Life Survey, took place in October of 2014, when members of the 

parish were asked to reflect on their own spiritual growth and the church’s role in that development.   All Souls’ 

parishioners surpassed the average response rate for the survey with a whopping 76% of completing the survey – way 

above the average response rate of 40%. 

 

The survey questions revolved around three basic areas of inquiry: 

• A personal and individual assessment of where I am in my own spiritual journey 

• Ways in which I would like All Souls to guide and assist me in my spiritual journey 

• How well the parish is meeting those needs in my spiritual life 

 

Once our responses to the survey were tabulated, they were compared to the responses of those 1600 congregations and 

300,000 congregants, including 60 Episcopal congregations representing 6000 Episcopal congregants. 

 

At the core, the survey is really more about us as members of the congregation than about our church because it looks 

deeply into where we see ourselves on our spiritual journeys.  Everything in the survey and our subsequent analysis  

grows from there.  The questions in the survey and discussions following revolve around where we are now as 

individuals in our spiritual journeys, where we feel called to go, and how we get there. 

 

Eleven members of the parish volunteered their time to conduct an initial review and assessment of the data gathered in 

the survey.  This entailed two meetings with the Diocesan Canon for Congregational Vitality, Joey Rick, who helped us to 

understand what we were looking at, and two subsequent sessions during which we pored over the responses and 

attempted to identify the key information that will help us to answer those three basic questions. 
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“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an inte

resting sentence or 

quote from the story 

here.” 

 
RenewalWorks (CHANGE***) 
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The three general areas where the 

committee saw gaps between 

expressed needs in the parish and 

perceptions that those needs are 

being met are: 

 

 Providing a pathway to 

individual spiritual growth; 

 Providing emotional support; 

 Providing opportunities for 

service to those in need. 

 

The committee engaged in deep 

and thoughtful discussion about 

what these issues entail.  But, rather 

than assume that we could unravel 

the core meaning, we felt that we 

need to come back to you to ask 

what you meant by your responses, 

and what is behind these gaps 

between expectations and reality.   
 

 

 

 

This, then, will lead to plans for 

growing and moving forward 

together. 

 

Once we’ve had that opportunity, 

we will begin to discern what steps 

we want to take as a community to 

enhance and deepen our spiritual 

growth both individually and 

together as a Christ-centered 

community. 

 

 

RenewalWorks Update 

Continued from Page 1 

The construction of our new addition is looking more and more like a real building!   Soon scaffolding will be put up 

and more of the stone will be applied.  You may be interested to know that the new granite comes all the way from 

Connecticut.  The quarry uses four different seams of granite to give us the proper colors and tones to blend with 

our existing building. On January 26, PEPCO finished its part of our electrical upgrade, which means we now have 

the capacity to run our long-awaited elevator. Mary Beth worked from home, helping us stay connected to church 

business even though the office was closed because PEPCO had to “unplug” the building to complete their work. 

 

The roof above the Woodley Place stairs has been repaired.  We had detected some damp wood, and when our 

roofer removed the roof, he indeed found some rotten framing which was replaced.  The roof is now in good shape, 

and the hole on the interior side will be patched soon. 

 

On January 17, we had a successful post-Epiphany clean-up.  The lovely Christmas greens were taken down and 

volunteers swept, dusted, polished, and vacuumed so we are ready to continue our liturgical year.  Following the 

work, we had a delicious chili lunch with yummy cornbread in the undercroft.  Please watch for more opportunities 

to volunteer around the church.  Speaking of volunteers, the vestry has decided to establish a sign-in process so we 

can get a true picture of how much time our volunteers spend keeping All Souls open and running.  Look for the 

new sign-in book in the Volunteer Office; the Choir rehearsal room will have a sign-in sheet and Garden Guild 

workers will have one in their equipment closet.  This data will be helpful if we decide to write grant proposals in 

the future; the range of parish activities and depth of support often are performance metrics grantors like to see.  

Please sign in any time you are on site; the vestry values your time and we want others to know how generous you 

are as well. 

Martha Domenico, junior warden 

At the time this is being written, we 

are still looking forward to our 

conversations.  Once those have 

occurred, you can expect another 

installment of this article in a 

forthcoming edition of the 

Message. 

 

While we’ve been at this for some 

months now, the really exciting, 

fulfilling, and important work lies 

ahead.  The involvement of the 

members of All Souls has been 

nothing short of remarkable thus 

far.  We have much to learn and 

wonderful opportunities for 

spiritual growth as we continue to 

prayerfully consider and learn from 

this process. 

 

Greg Lebel, 

RenewalWorks committee member 

From the Junior Warden 

Stones, Stairwells, and Sweeping 

The first of three RenewalWorks 

conversations. January 24, 2015. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Doing Good Well  

From the Senior Warden  

3 
 

You can find information on the 

event and registration at: 

http://www.churchleadership.com/

serveyourneighbor/DoingGoodWel

lConference.asp. 

 

Several of us have attended similar 

events on Evangelism and Steward-

ship at the Lewis Center. (By the 

way, this isn’t a family thing: I 

don’t think my Lewises were 

hanging around seminaries).  The 

quality of their events has been 

uniformly superb.  They stay on 

schedule.  They give the theological 

underpinnings of the topic and 

then offer a selection of workshops 

(Doing Good Well through 

Mission; What is God Doing in Our 

Midst?; Best Practices for Mission 

Trips; Building Genuine and 

Effective Mission Partnerships; 

Identifying Real Community 

Needs; Maximizing the Impact of 

Your Church’s Donations of Goods; 

Measuring Success: A New Mission 

Scorecard; Spiritual Growth 

through Mission Participation) — 

you pick two.  The workshops are 

completely practical.  They throw 

out lots of ideas and then hand you 

notes with suggestions for further 

actions.  The whole thing is pretty 

amazing! 

 

I’m going.  Would you please join 

me? 

Dale Lewis,  

senior warden 

 

 
 

The portion of Isaiah that Jesus 

read in the synagogue at Nazareth 

(Luke 4:18-19) — a bit of Scripture 

which I have heard called the 

“Messianic job description”— 

doesn’t leave any doubt about 

where his heart is: “The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon me, because he 

has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind, to let 

the oppressed go free, to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

 

I am not writing off the things that 

we do as individuals (we have a lot 

of people doing a lot of things: 

supporting Christ House, inter alia).  

We do some things as a church: 

Habitat for Humanity, furnishing 

apartments through Transitional 

Housing, and funding service 

organizations through the Endow-

ment.  Apparently, we want to do 

more and in a more cohesive way. 

 

That gets us to the question of what 

do we do about this.  I know about 

all of the things that make this 

difficult: it takes time, it takes 

organization, what should we do, 

what can we do on an ongoing 

basis… 

  

I don’t have any answers, but a first 

step showed up in my e-mail about 

a month ago.  The Lewis Center at 

the Methodist seminary at 4500 

Massachusetts Ave., NW is 

offering a Serve Your Neighbor 

Conference Saturday, March 7 

from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  I’m 

going.  Would you please join me?  

By the time this article is printed, I 

will have fliers on the Welcome 

Table.   

 

Back in September and October, an 

extraordinary number of us (123 

parishioners, 77% of weekly attend-

ance) completed the RenewalWorks 

Episcopal Spiritual Life Survey.  

One of the RenewalWorks fliers 

describes it as follows:  “The 

process is designed to help 

congregations discern where it is 

they would like to go, and how 

they hope to grow.” 

 

We’ve worked through the 

responses you gave us and we’re at 

the point of engaging with you to 

share the results and to better 

understand what we can do in 

response to the results.  The results 

are intended to help “to identify 

high-potential opportunities for the 

church to help deepen their 

relationship with God.”  The 

opportunities are defined by what 

we care about that we don’t think 

we’re doing very well. 

 

One very clear result was in the 

area of serving others.  Responses 

to “Provides opportunities for me 

to serve those in need,” “Promotes 

a strong serving culture that is 

widely recognized by the local 

community,” and “Provides 

training in how to integrate my 

faith with service to those in need” 

indicated that we view those as 

important and we don’t think that 

we’re doing them terribly well. 

 

The very good news is that we 

think that they are important.  It’s a 

bit hard to read the Bible and not 

get the point that God thinks they 

are important.   

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Adult Forum  
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The All Souls Women’s Group will be leading the Lenten Forum this  

year from Sunday, February 22 through Sunday,  March 22. We shall 

focus our discussion around Margaret Guenther’s book, Toward Holy 

Ground: Spiritual Directions for the Second Half of Life. We plan to  

address such topics as discussed in her book: what is the meaning of 

holy ground in the second half of our lives, how might we choose our 

own saint, how do we go about crafting our lives, how do we we 

experience healing and wholeness, and what is meant by dying a good 

death. Margaret Guenther has agreed to be with us March 15 or 22 

(to be determined). Her book will be made available to everyone in 

early February. We look forward to this time together. 

        The Rev. Elizabeth Orens  

 

Margaret Guenther is an Episcopal priest, spiritual director, mentor of 

spiritual directors, and retreat leader. She is an Emeritus Professor at General 

Theological Seminary in New York City where she taught Ascetical 

Theology. She was also the Director of the Center for Christian Spirituality, a 

pioneering program for the training of spiritual directors. Currently she 

serves as Associate Rector of St. Columba's Church in Washington, D.C. 

Fridays in Lent, Starting February 20 at 7 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross 

All Souls is blessed with beautiful Stations of the Cross, made especially for our church in the 1990s.  Of the 

fourteen stations, eight are based directly on events recorded in the Gospels and six are based upon traditional 

stories about Jesus making his way through Jerusalem to Calvary. The simple weekly service on Friday nights 

allows us to walk to each station and pause for a reading from scripture and a prayer. We sing a verse of a 

traditional hymn between each station. This is a wonderfully quiet and simple service. When we walk Stations 

of the Cross, we are given an opportunity to see each station with new eyes. The more one looks, the more one 

sees. We are invited to hear the scripture with new ears. We are invited to respond to the Way of the Cross, 

and indeed, to the Way of Christ, with new hearts. 

   

Left to Right: the Third, Fifth, Eleventh, and Thirteenth Stations of the Cross. 

  

On Fridays during Lent, beginning at 7 p.m., we will walk the Stations of the Cross. 

Rev. Margaret Guenther 

  



 

   

 
 

 

 

 

  

Worship as a Three-Legged Stool 
Music Notes  

In June 2014, the Rt. Rev. Eugene 

Taylor Sutton, Bishop of Maryland, 

offered an excellent sermon 

extolling the value of the style of 

worship we hold dear.  In it he 

stated: 

 

Good worship consists of its own 

“three-legged stool:” music, liturgy, 

and preaching. Each leg of that stool is 

important, and if one of them is weak, 

then the other two will not be able to 

stand for long. The truth is no matter 

how earnestly a church may pour itself 

into serving its community (which, as 

I said earlier, is a good thing), if the 

preaching is uninspiring, the liturgy is 

sloppy, or the music is barely 

listenable, then that church will shrink 

and eventually may have to close its 

doors as a worshiping community. 

 

This means that growing churches are 

going to have to spend more of their 

time, money and other resources on 

having a good music program, not less. 

They are going to have to spend  

aaaaaa 

 

more time developing good liturgical 

practices for their services, not less. And 

they are going to have to insist that their 

clergy spend more time, effort and 

training on becoming good preachers, not 

settling for mediocre preaching. 

Ultimately, the reason for this turn (or 

return) to worship isn’t to maintain 

market share. It’s not to make us feel 

good, or to achieve some vague spiritual 

high. The reason the Episcopal Church 

must focus on worship is to prepare itself 

to make disciples of all nations. It is to 

take seriously the first call of Jesus before 

the great commission to “go to the 

mountain, see Jesus there, and worship 

him.” 

 

I am very proud of our worship at 

All Souls.  Our three legged stool 

is strong indeed and I am very 

proud to be a part of it!  In the 

coming months there are myriad 

opportunities for worship.  I hope 

to see you & your friends at as 

many as your schedule will allow.   

 

In addition to our regular services, 

the Choir of All Souls will join 

with the Choir of the Church of 

the Redeemer, Bethesda in a 

service of readings, anthems, and 

hymns for Lent.  This one hour 

service will begin at 5 p.m. on 

Sunday, March 8 here at All Souls.   

On Sunday, May 31,  we return the 

favor and join our Friends in 

Bethesda at their parish for 

Solemn Evensong for Trinity 

Sunday.  For two years now, our 

parishes have enjoyed joint 

musical events at both parishes.  

 

Ben Hutchens, director of music 

 

 

 

 
Around All Souls 

Left: The All Souls main altar decorated for Christmas. Right: After weather delays, our stone for the 

accessibility extension arrived from a quarry in Connecticut just in time for Christmas! 
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Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18 
 

Calendar Highlights 

Welcome Back Fr. John on March 1 

Announcements 

The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it became 

the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided 

a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when those who, 

because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and 

forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of 

the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians 

continually have to renew their repentance and faith. (Revised from the Book of Common Prayer, pp. 264-265) 

 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2015. There will be a Low Mass with the Imposition of Ashes at 

noon, and a Sung Mass with the Imposition of Ashes at 7 p.m. 

We are holding a special coffee hour on March 1 at 11 a.m. in honor of Fr. John’s return from Sabbatical. Come 

join us and bring your friends! 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org 

and click the “Church Calendar” link. 
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Stewardship Update 

As of Tuesday, January 27, we have received 151 

pledges for 2015, totalling $514,884. Thank you all 

for your generous pledges. If you have not yet 

pledged, but would like to, simply email 

office@allsoulsdc.org or fill out the online pledge 

form at http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13139.htm. 

 

End-of-year financial statements were mailed out 

in January. If there is an error on yours, or you 

gave in 2014 but did not receive a statement, please 

contact Mary Beth in the office at (202)232-4244 or 

office@allsoulsdc.org . 

Flowers for the Main Altar and the Mary Chapel 

may be offered in memory of loved ones or in 

celebration of a special event. Please note that there 

are no flowers on the altar in Lent, but sanctuary 

candle dedications are still available during that 

time. For more information or to submit a 

dedication request, visit http://is.gd/allsoulsflowers. 

 

There are also plenty of breakfasts and coffee hours 

in the coming months that need sponsoring – check 

the calendar in the undercroft to see what dates are 

still open.  

   

Sign Up for a Sunday in 2015 

Report from the Rector’s 
Sabbatical 

Photographs from Father Beddingfield’s sabbatical in 

January and February may be found on his blog at 

johnfbeddingfield.com. Since publication of this edition 

of the Message occurred while he was still away, he will 

write more about the experience in future newsletters. 

 

Fr. John began his sabbatical at  

the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. 

This photo was taken at the parish of the Indigenous,  

built in the 1640s and where Juan Diego  

lived after the appearances. 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13139.htm
mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
http://is.gd/allsoulsflowers


 

   

  

From the Membership Database – As of Nov. 20 

There were no baptisms, confirmations, marriages,  

reaffirmations, or transfers between the printing of  

the last issue and the printing of this issue. 

 
Burials & Interments 

 January 27, 2015 – Gordon Fowler 

 

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

Voice: (202)232-4244  Fax: (202)232-8593 

Contact us by e-mail: 

 office@allsoulsdc.org 

 rector@allsoulsdc.org 

 vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

 music@allsoulsdc.org 

 membership@allsoulsdc.org 

Website: www.allsoulsdc.org 

 

The Vestry 

Dale Lewis, senior warden 

Martha Domenico, junior warden 

Melissa Barrett, Daniel Callis, Jen Catena Davis, 

Elaine Eaker, Jennifer Crier Johnston, Greg Lebel, 

Jonathan Nicholas, Katherine Nordal, Rick Taylor 

Terry Cain, treasurer 

Linda Mahler, registrar 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Copy deadline for articles for the April/ May 2015 

issue of The Message is Wednesday, March 18, 

2015. E-mail message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com with 

story ideas, questions, and comments. 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector 

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary associate 

The Rev. Cameron Soulis, honorary associate 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, honorary associate 

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary associate 

Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music &    

   organist 

Tyler Doherty, Jacob Pierce, seminarians 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

Natty Dayal, child care 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

Ivonne Velasquez, child care 

 
Volunteer Leadership 

Ford Chinworth, financial secretary 

Patricia Dresser, chair of the Endowment Fund Board 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   John  Beddingfield, Evelyn Duffy, Greg DuRoss,     

   Terry Cain, Leigh Harrison,  Mary Beth Howard,  

   Barry Huber, Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 
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Fr. John is away on sabbatical through the end of 

February, studying Spanish and Franciscan  

art and spirituality. 

He will return on March 1 for both masses. 

 

Ash Wednesday 

February 18 
 

Low Mass & Imposition of Ashes, 12 p.m. 

Sung Mass & Imposition of Ashes, 7 p.m. 

 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:rector@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:vestry@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:music@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:membership@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/
mailto:message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 

 

The All Souls Message 
February/March 2015 
 
All Souls Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 

Sunday, March 29 

Palm Sunday 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m. 

 

Monday ‒ Thursday 

Matins, 7:15 a.m. & Low Mass, 7:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday, April 2, 7 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday 

 

Friday, April 3 

Good Friday 

Mass at noon; Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m. 

 

Saturday, April 4, 8 p.m. 

The Great Vigil of Easter 

Carols for Congregation and Choir, 10:30 p.m.; High Mass, 11 p.m. 

 

Sunday, April 5 

Easter Sunday 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.  

 


