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The Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan, 

our new interim rector, joins us 

beginning February 1, 2016.  

(See page 2 for a short bio) 

 

When beginning a retreat or workshop, a question I 

have asked to help people get to know one another is, 

“When did you first know that God is real?” For some it 

was easy to identify that moment; for others, like 

myself, there was no particular moment.  I have always 

had a sense of God in my life.  When I was very young, I 

remember having a bad dream and my mother teaching 

me a prayer for protection.  I would repeat each line 

after her until I knew it from memory.  For many years 

it was the prayer I prayed most next to the Lord’s 

Prayer.  I thought my mother had written it just for me 

until I found it in a book about 15 years ago.  I also 

remember hearing that God never gives us more than 

we can handle, with God’s help, and that God never 

leaves us without a witness. Fortified and encouraged 

by these “tools,” I follow where I believe God is leading 

me, sometimes eagerly, sometimes reluctantly, 

sometimes with trepidation.  So goes the journey of 

following Jesus in our time. 

I look forward to becoming part of the All Souls community for a time.  The call to serve as an Interim Rector provides 

opportunities to grow for you and for me.  I am excited to see your efforts to become “more green” as I work at that at 

home, with recycling, solar panels, and LED lighting.  My efforts to maintain a small organic vegetable garden have been 

thwarted by the herd of deer that calls our neighborhood home, along with the red fox and rabbits that treat our yard as a 

local restaurant. 

 

Part of my work as an Interim is to provide continuity for worship and ministry as well as a space for the congregation to 

ask itself the questions, “To what is God calling us at this time in history in this place?” and “What gifts do we have to 

share with others?”  That will involve examining your history as a church community, evaluating how you have been 

doing ministry, and exploring new possibilities and/or mission fields.  It will involve asking, “With whom is God asking us 

to share the Good News of Jesus Christ?”  Some of our work together may make some of you uncomfortable, but that is my 

job. Hang in there because you will not have to live with me forever.   

 

I am glad that our time together begins with the season of Lent where we prepare for and share foundational events of our 

faith. None of us would be here without God’s grace and mercy to restore our broken relationship with God through Jesus, 

and Jesus’ willingness to die so that we might have a chance at everlasting life.    Virginia +, interim rector 

Part of my work as an Interim is to provide continuity for worship and ministry  

as well as a space for the congregation to ask itself questions. 



 

   

  

The Search Committee met with Joey Rick, Canon for Congregational Vitality, on January 6, 2015.  During that 

meeting we learned about the process that the Diocese has in place for a rector search and all of the tasks that are 

ahead of us.  

 

Our first job is to assemble the information we will need for the Parish Profile.  This is the document that will be 

published by the Diocese for applicants to review.  

 

In the weeks ahead, we will be providing opportunities for parishioners to discuss what they think our strengths 

and growth opportunities are, as well as what qualities they believe our next Rector should have.  

 

Keep an eye on the weekly announcements for the dates of the forums, and look for a survey in the near future.  

 

Marcia Anderson, search committee chair 

 

 

Our New Interim Rector 

“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story here.” 
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Get to Know Mother Virginia 

God has been part of my understanding of who I am for a very long time (human time, not God time).  My father 

was an Episcopal priest who baptized me at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, which is not very far from All Souls, when 

I was three months old.  He forgot to sign my baptismal certificate, but I’m sure the baptism was still valid.  I have 

always understood that I am a child of God, but have struggled from time to time to understand my “place” in the 

Episcopal Church.  This Christian journey has had its ups and downs but rarely has it been boring.  I recall a 

number of Biblical stories with variations of “God is doing a new thing. Can’t you see it?”  Sometimes I can; other 

times, not so much, but this is clearly one of those ”new thing” times and I’m anticipating and preparing for this 

new leg of the journey with you. 

 

I grew up in Washington, D.C., attended Beauvoir in third grade and NCS (the National Cathedral School for girls) 

from fourth through twelfth grade. I sang in the glee club, played varsity hockey, varsity basketball,  ran track in 

high school, and studied ballet and modern dance from the age of three.  I graduated from Lake Forest College in 

Illinois with a major in history.  I hold a Master’s degree in Social Work from the University of Illinois and a Master 

of Divinity from the Church Divinity School of the Pacific in Berkeley, California. I danced professionally, taught 

dance, and served a mission congregation in Maywood, Illinois.  I’ve served as a priest in California, Michigan, 

Washington, D.C. and Maryland. I taught pre-school and directed a small private school in Hawaii, where I also 

taught ballet and modern dance.  Everywhere I have studied, lived, worshiped, or worked has had a part in shaping 

me to be who I am today. 

 

 

Transition Progress 
Visit AllSoulsDC.org/transition for the latest news 



 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Looking Back — Looking Forward 
From the Senior Warden 
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Wow, it’s 2016 already!  We accomplished a lot in the last year.  And you can’t do that without the help of many,  

many people – especially the unsung heroes whose names may not be on the website or bulletin week after week, but 

who faithfully volunteer and make this place work.  I was going to devote part of this piece naming them and 

thanking them publicly, but after I got to a full page I gave up.  There are simply too many.  So let me just say this:  

thanks – you know who you are.   

 

I also wanted to take a step back and celebrate just some of our 2015 accomplishments.  In the last year we: 

 

• Completed our beautiful accessibility addition and garden and finished our capital campaign.  If we count 

the planning time and preparations, this was a five-year, $2.5 million project.  It’s proof in stone that this 

parish can accomplish great works when we put our trust in God and join with one another. 
 

• Conducted our RenewalWorks™ survey and identified 3 priority areas:  spiritual growth, emotional and 

spiritual support in time of need, and service to others as Christ’s hands and feet. 
 

• Launched Serving All Souls, All Souls Cares, and our Come to the Table series on Episcopal spirituality and 

practice to respond to the RenewalWorks™ results. 
 

• Made our presence known at two DC street fairs. 
 

• Held a remarkably successful “Festival of Sacred Music” in July and continued our music ministry with 

amazing Advent and Christmas Lessons and Carols services. 
 

• Said goodbye to Father John in wonderful All Souls fashion. 
 

• Hired an interim rector. 
 

• Developed a monthly parish “dashboard,” now posted on the website (www.allsoulsdc.org/leadership) that 

helps us see at a glance how we are doing and our progress toward parish goals. 
 

• Launched the search committee for our new rector. 
 

• Got inspired by our honorary assistant clergy and Father Martin Smith. 
 

• Developed a successful new social media program with Facebook. 
 

• Designed and placed a beautiful new visitor card in the pews. 
 

• Continued to update our website with new content. 
 

 

Here’s to a great 2016 — where all souls thrive, where we grow spiritually through vibrant programming and 

wonderful worship, where we conduct and underwrite missions and outreach projects that touch and improve the 

lives of people and provide transformative Christian experiences, and where we forge a closer Christian community 

with each other and with our neighbors. 

 

Jeff Wells, senior warden 



 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Blessings for an Old Building 
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From the Junior Warden 

How nice it has been to have an unseasonably warm winter — at least from 

the Junior Warden’s point of view!  Heating costs weren’t as high and there 

was no need for snow blowing or plowing.  We may not escape much 

longer, but fair weather is always a blessing for an old building. 

 

The roof has been inspected and gutters adjusted, entry doors have been 

tuned up to lock more securely, drains have been cleared, and we have 

estimates for exterior painting and pew cushion replacement.  And 

speaking of drains, please let me know when you see a lot of leaves around 

a stairwell drain — they need to be free from debris so rain water can get 

away from doors and walls.  The restroom near the Woodley Place double 

doors is a nasty example of the effects of water damage.   

 

Our annual post-Epiphany clean up was a great success!  The “Greens and 

Grub Group” adjusted shelves, swept, vacuumed, dusted, moved 

equipment, and did all manner of brushing up and rearranging us for the 

coming year.  Thanks to all who helped.  And yes, we ate chili and 

cornbread and enjoyed every mouthful of goodies.  Here’s a New Year’s 

resolution for 2017: mark your calendar now to join this festive group. 

 

Thank all of you who continue to care for our buildings and offer 

suggestions for maintenance and improvements, and best wishes for 2016 

at All Souls. 

Martha Wallace Domenico, junior warden 

 

 

Around All Souls 

Left: members of All Souls Cares meet in the conference room; Center: the main altar decorated for Christmas; 

Right: parishioners celebrate in the undercroft on Christmas Eve. 

 

  

An All Souls parishioner helps clean up 

in the nave during the annual post-

Epiphany cleanup day on January 9. 
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Last fall, many of the parishoners at All Souls offered their feedback on their perception of congregational song in 

the form of a Hymn Survey. The nerd in me loves compiling survey results, especially when those results involve 

music in the church!   After compiling and comparing the results, I have found that the people of All Souls are a 

diverse bunch who value hymn singing.  For some, the words alone are inspirational. The final verse of Hymn 458, 

the second most favorite hymn based on our survey, immediately springs to mind: 

 

Here might I stay and sing, 

No story so divine; 

Never was love, dear King! 

Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my Friend, 

in Whose sweet praise 

I all my days 

could gladly spend. 

 

However, hymns are much more than inspired poetry.  It is the marriage of the text to the tune where the magic 

really happens.  One respondent said, “The music — always — simply grabs my deepest soul.”  A prime example of 

an excellent marriage of text and tune is found in our most favorite hymn, 488 – “Be Thou My Vision.”  Many of the 

surveys revealed hymns that hold special meaning due to fond childhood memories (671 – “Amazing Grace,” 693 – 

“Just As I Am”), others tie us to military service (608 – “Eternal Father Strong to Save,” 718 – “God of Our Fathers”), 

and still more which remind us of those who have gone before us and worship with us on a distant shore and in a 

greater light (625 – “Ye Holy Angels Bright,” 624 – “Jerusalem the Golden,” 662 – “Abide with me”).   

 

Of course, beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and the same is certainly true of favorite and least favorite hymns.  

Many of us indicated that 562 (“Onward, Christian Soliders”) was a meaningful and fun hymn to sing. “Rhythmic, 

familiar, simple [hymns] invite vigorous participation [and are] uplifting.”  However, the text of this particular hymn 

is challenging for some as it presents a militaristic and conquering image of the Christian life.  Hymn 293 – “I Sing a 

Song of the Saints of God” - is one that often appears on both favorite & least favorite lists.  For some, the imagery 

presented in the text and the rollicking tune are fun and deeply meaningful.  Others find the whole thing trite and 

distracting when used in worship.  Hymns 175/216/225 (“Hail thee festival day”) are loved and hated.  “It woudn’t 

be Easter without it,” wrote one respondent.  “Try singing it 17 times until someone advances to the altar,” wrote 

another!   

 

Many responses made me smile — especially those indicating an affinity for “southern” hymns.  As many of us hail 

from the South, hymns like 304 – “Land of Rest,” 383 – “Fairest Lord Jesus,” and others not in the 1982 hymnal – 

“Great is Thy Faithfulness,” “How Great Thou Art,” and “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” — will forever tug on 

the heartstrings.  By no means are the hymns in the “southern” category the most popular for us here at All Souls. 

However, their inclusion helps remind me of the great diversity we all bring to this special place.   

 

Choosing hymns for our weekly Mass is no small task.  I am ever mindful that my choices have a huge effect on the 

worship we offer.  I often spend weeks in the summer planning music — choir and congregational — for the entire 

academic year.  In recent years, I have teamed up with a close friend so that we might be inspired by each other’s 

ideas.  My first step is consulting the lectionary and matching hymns and anthems with the texts appointed for the 

day.  I always try to strike a good balance of old and new — both in familiarity and in year of composition — in my 

selections.  I hope that our corporate worship is one cohesive whole in which the scriptures, prayers, liturgy, homily, 

and music complement one another in profound ways.  Perhaps this short article provided some insight to you into 

the world of Church Music.  It’s a fun world to be a part of and I am honored to be charged with the musical 

leadership here at All Souls.   

Ben Hutchens, director of music 

 

 

 

A Look at Hymn Survey Results 
Music Notes 



 

   

 

 

  

Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10 

Calendar Highlights 

Announcements 

The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it became 

the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided 

a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when those who, 

because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and 

forgiveness and restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of 

the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians 

continually have to renew their repentance and faith. (Revised from the Book of Common Prayer, pp. 264-265) 

 

Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10, 2016. There will be a Low Mass with the Imposition of Ashes at 

noon, and a Sung Mass with the Imposition of Ashes at 7 p.m. 

Shrove Tuesday this year falls on February 9 (the day 

preceding Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent).  In 

early times, the Lenten fast was severe.  Christians 

abstained from all meat and items that came from 

animals, including butter, eggs, cheese, and fat.  That is 

why Shrove Tuesday became known as Mardi Gras, the 

French term for "Fat Tuesday" — the last chance to eat 

those foods before Lent.  In England, it became the 

custom to confess one's sins on this day before Lent 

began in order to enter the Lenten penitential season in 

the right spirit.  “Shrove” is the past tense of the verb 

“to shrive,” which means to absolve from sin.  The 

English also celebrated it as Pancake Day, because 

Christians used up their eggs, butter, and milk to make 

pancakes and other pastries.   

 

This year, All Souls will celebrate Shrove Tuesday at 

6:30 p.m. in the Undercroft with a festive pancake 

supper.  All are welcome.  Please sign up on the 

welcome table if you are coming so we know how 

many to plan for.  If you would like to help with the 

event, see Jennifer Johnston (jcjohnston@msn.com) or 

Jeff Wells (senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org). 

 

 

 

 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org 

and click the “Church Calendar” link. 
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Pancake Supper on Shrove Tuesday Lenten Day of Theological Reflection 

On Presidents' Day, February 15, the Anglican Order of 

Preachers will offer a day of theological reflection 

based upon on preaching from chapters three and four 

of the gospel of John.  In half-hour sessions from 9:30 

a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and again from 1:15 p.m. until 3:45 

p.m., small groups will hear and respond to homilists.  

Our reflection will be centered upon the basic 

Dominican principle: speak to God or of God.   

 

Everyone is welcome to join a reflection group for all or 

part of the day.  We will break for a brown bag lunch 

from 12:30 p.m. until 1:15 p.m.  The day will conclude 

with Evening Prayer and a sermon at 4 p.m.  There is 

no cost for this day beyond your own travel.   

 

The homilists will be coming from all along the eastern 

seaboard; these are affiliated with the Anglican Order 

of Preachers or are teachers and preachers in EDOW 

congregations.  Sister Elena is co-chairing the day, 

along with Brother Carl Hooker of Pennsylvania. 

2015 Giving Statements  

2015 end-of-year giving statements were mailed out to all 2015 donors in mid-January. If you did not receive a 

statement and believe that you should have, or if you have questions or concerns about your statement, please 

contact the parish office at office@allsoulsdc.org or (202) 232-4244. 

Refer to the back cover of this issue for a list of our 

Holy Week services. 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org


 

   

 

  From the Membership Database  
(as of January 14)  

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org  • 202-232-4244 

 

Follow All Souls on Facebook & Twitter!  

http://is.gd/AllSoulsFacebook • @AllSouls_DC 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Copy deadline for articles for the April/May 2016 

issue of The Message is Friday, March 18, 2016. 

Email office@allsoulsdc.org with story ideas, 

questions, and comments. 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   Terry Cain, Daniel Callis, Evelyn Duffy, Leigh  

   Harrison, Mary Beth Howard, Barry Huber,  

   Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 

 

The Vestry 

Jeff Wells, senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org 

Martha Domenico, junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org 

Melissa Barrett, Daniel Callis, Jen Catena Davis,  

   Elaine Eaker, Jennifer Crier Johnston, Greg  

   Lebel, Jonathan Nicholas, Katherine Nordal,  

   Rick Taylor, vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

Terry Cain, treasurer 

Linda Mahler, registrar 

 

 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan, interim rector 

     rector@allsoulsdc.org 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

     Email office@allsoulsdc.org about announcements,    

     calendar questions, altar flower requests, giving  

     statements, online giving, etc. 

Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music  

   Email music@allsoulsdc.org with questions about the  

   choir and music program. 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

 

Volunteer Clergy 

Rev. Elizabeth Orens, Rev. Cameron Soulis,  

   Rev. Elena Thompson, O.P.A., Rev. Christopher  

   Worthley, honorary assistants 

 
Volunteer Lay Leadership 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

   Email membership@allsoulsdc.org with address  

   changes & transfer requests 

Jim Lewis, chair of the endowment fund board 
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Transfers Out 
 Michelle Remillard, Tina Celenza,  

& Emily Claire Remillard 

to Saint Columba’s 

 

 

† On Fridays during Lent at 7 p.m., † 

we will walk the Stations of the Cross. 
 

All Souls is blessed with beautiful Stations of the 

Cross, made especially for our church in the 

1990s. The simple weekly service on Friday 

nights allows us to walk to each station and 

pause for a reading from scripture and a prayer. 

We sing a verse of a traditional hymn between 

each station. This is a wonderfully quiet and 

simple service. When we walk Stations of the 

Cross, we are given an opportunity to see each 

station with new eyes. The more one looks, the 

more one sees. We are invited to hear the 

scripture with new ears. We are invited to 

respond to the Way of the Cross, and indeed, to 

the Way of Christ, with new hearts. 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:membership@allsoulsdc.org


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The All Souls Message 
February/March 2016 
 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 

 Holy Week Worship Schedule   
 

Sunday, March 20 

Palm Sunday 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m. 

 

Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday 

 

Friday, March 25 

Good Friday 

Mass at noon; Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m. 

 

Saturday, March 26, 8 p.m. 

The Great Vigil of Easter 

 

Sunday, March 27 

Easter Sunday 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m. 

 

 
 


