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From the Rector
More on Letting our Light Shine

Just after January 6, the Epiphany,
I wrote an article for our weekly

newsletter in which I mentioned my
hope that 2012 might enable us to “let
our light shine” in new ways. The
Epiphany marks the day that the
Magi reached Jesus. Light literally
helped them, in their being guided
by a star, but their arrival at the
manger also began a process by
which the light of Christ would be
revealed and shared with all people,
of all nations and all backgrounds.
On February 2, the Church observes
another feast of light with the Pre-
sentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in
the Temple—also known as Candle-
mas after a custom, especially in
Northern European countries, of
bringing a new year ’s supply of
candles to church to be blessed.

The official title of the feast contains
what might seem like a contradiction,
but at least remains a question.
Which aspect do we celebrate: the
Temple or the Presentation? When
we think of God’s revealing his love
for us and for all the world, do we
think of a building or do we think of
people?

The Gospel reading for the day is Luke
2:22–40. Jesus, the flesh and blood
baby, now forty days old, is brought
for a blessing. His mother Mary
comes also to the temple for her bless-
ing. After that, the bulk of the Gospel
involves Holy Simeon and the
Prophet Anna.

In This Issue is on page 2.

Simeon waits at the temple. He has
received a vision that he will see the
Messiah before he dies, and so he
waits. He sees Jesus, he holds him,
and then Simeon gives thanks to God
for bringing such life and light into
the world. Because of this little baby,
because of the coming of the Messiah,
there will be peace and glory and sal-
vation, salvation for all. In his
thanksgiving for light, Simeon uses
words that are said and sung in
churches today, the Song of Simeon
known by its Latin first words Nunc
dimittis, “Now lettest thou thy ser-
vant depart in peace” (BCP, pp. 51,
66, 93 and 120.

Anna, too, is in the temple, night and
day, fasting and praying. With her
trained spiritual eye she too sees
Jesus and recognizes him. She too
gives thanks to God and tells others
that Jesus is the way to salvation.

Simeon and Anna are people whose
faith outshines the temple itself. They
know to look for God in the flesh, and
because of this, they recognize Christ
when he comes among us.

In presenting his own body in the
temple, Jesus leads us to present our
bodies as well. We present all that
we are to God, that he might conse-
crate us and purify us and help us to
live more faithfully. We are also re-
minded in the Presentation of that
choice that comes for us every time
we enter the temple: do we look for
God with the angels, or do we look
for God in the broken-but-healing
lives all around us?

Whether we light candles literally or
spiritually on this day, Candlemas
reminds us of the source of our light,
that even on the darkest of days, God
comes to us in sacrament, in prayer,
and in the outstretched hand of
Christian community.

May the light of Christ be rekindled
in our hearts that we may shine forth
with his love in the world. Amen.

John Beddingfield

On February 2, we meet with a choice that encounters us every time we enter the temple.
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From the Senior Warden
An Invitation to a Holy Lent

n a few weeks Father John will in-
vite us, “in the name of the

Church, to the observance of a holy
Lent: by self-examination and repen-
tance; by prayer, fasting, and self-
denial; and by reading and meditat-
ing on God’s holy Word” (Book of Com-
mon Prayer, page 265). How you go
about acting on that invitation I leave
to you, but I have a few thoughts and
recommendations for what I hope
you will accept as a really good op-
portunity for “reading and meditat-
ing on God’s holy Word.”

In the first place, at least, do some-
thing with that invitation. My expe-
rience has consistently been that I get
out of my faith what I invest in it. I
suspect that the same will hold true
for you, too. Try to find something
that you can do every day in Lent. If
that’s nothing more than committing
to doing the daily reading in Forward
Day by Day (there are copies by our
welcome table) and taking a couple
of minutes to pray, that’s fine, do it—
and make every effort to stick to do-
ing so every day of Lent. You can find
lots of other Lenten resources at
AbeBooks.com, the Cathedral book-
store (http://is.gd/xAB15l), etc.

What you probably don’t want to do
is to come up with some grand, oner-
ous master plan for how you are go-
ing to thoroughly check every block
in the Ash Wednesday invitation.
You have to know yourself and your
lifestyle, but I know my situation well
enough to know that—regardless of
my expectations for myself Saturday
morning—I am doing well to accom-
plish even a quarter of the things on
my “to do” list for any given week-
end. Moreover, I know that very, very
little other than my professional
work gets done during the work
week: there’s generally no correlation

I
All Souls offers

many different ways
to observe the season
of Lent. Here are
a few that anyone

can try.
between what I promise myself—
while I am stuck in traffic after
work—and what really gets done
once I’m home. Bottom line: select
some discipline during Lent that’s
smaller than what you’d like to think
that you could do; that way, you
probably have a realistic chance of
sticking with it.

Be in church for Ash Wednesday, ev-
ery Sunday during Lent, and during
the Holy Week services. Ash Wednes-
day and the Holy Week services are
particularly powerful, but you’ll note
that this suggestion doesn’t come
with any escape clauses!

After discussing fasting in the con-
text of Lent, Liturgy for Living (from the
Church’s Teaching Series) goes on to
declare that “even if fasting as such
is not possible or desirable in some
cases, positive actions undertaken in
the name of Christ, or some depriva-
tions to remind us continually of his
suffering are enjoined on us by the
Prayer Book provision.”  In a town
where we work very long hours in
tremendously fast-paced, stressful
jobs, may I be so bold as to suggest
that you (and I) focus on “positive
actions.”  I’ve already talked about
setting aside some time to read and
pray. You might find a way to put
aside a bit of money every day that

you could give to some charity at the
end of Lent. Perhaps, there’s some-
thing that you could do every day
that would benefit someone else. Per-
haps, you can do something every
day during Lent that you’ll look back
on with satisfaction after the 40 days
are over.

I do want to invite you to partici-
pate in something that I hope will be
a particularly good opportunity for
reading and spending time in Scrip-
ture. To that end, Durward Womack
and I will lead an Adult Forum dur-
ing Lent on a book titled The Last
Week: What the Gospels Really Teach
about Jesus’s Final Days in Jerusalem by
Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic
Crossan. The book focuses heavily on
the Gospel of Mark, which has the
most extensive account of the last
week of Jesus’ life. When Father John
recommended this book to share
with a friend about a year ago, I was
somewhat concerned about the writ-
ers’ reputation—but I was delighted
to find that Borg and Crossan fo-
cused on the text of the Gospel for
what the text said and invited the
reader to do the same without pre-
conceived notions. I didn’t agree
with every point, but both my friend
and I did come away from the book
thinking that it was a gem.

Our intent is for as many people as
possible in All Souls to commit to ac-
tually reading this book as a shared
Lenten discipline. Consider our
Adult Forum series and my other
suggestions as just what the Book of
Common Prayer offers—invitations—
and feel welcome to participate in
any way.

I pray that we will all commit to the
“observance of a holy Lent.”

Dale Lewis
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resolve to give up chocolate; but
I’ve read that some dark chocolate

each day is good, since it reduces
blood pressure and can help in pre-
venting heart disease. Oh well, then,
I resolve to give up….wait a minute. I
remember when I was very young,
that the Christmas holidays included
caroling, church, Christmas Dinner,
opening presents and then afternoon
tea with cucumber sandwiches, and
Christmas cake encased with
marzipan, and hard icing that looked
like snow, and Boxing Day, with a trip
to the circus (which I did not like) or
to see a pantomime (which I did).
Then home to sliced tongue, celery
sticks standing like soldiers in a light
green vase, blancmange, and mince
pies. I remember that was the time
one started to write out—on lined
paper—a list of New Year’s Resolu-
tions.

• I resolve to save three pence from
my allowance.

• I resolve to keep my room tidy
(Not shove everything into the
wardrobe prior to a parent’s
weekly inspection).

• I resolve to do my homework as
soon as I get home.

• I resolve to clean my bike.
• I resolve to practice the piano.

From the Junior Warden
New Year’s Resolutions

I This year,
consider making
your resolution

a Take-on Task
(TOT).

• I resolve not to leave my violin on
the train on my way home from
school. This error would generate
a telephone call to the Station
Master at the next station to my
home station of West Wickham.
The stations ran from New
Beckenham—the station for the
Beckenham County Grammar
School for Girls—to Clock House—
the station for the Beckenham
Country Grammar School for
Boys (no wonder I left my violin
on the luggage rack), Elmers End,
Eden Park, West Wickham, and
Hayes. Before the train’s return
trip, the Hayes Station Master
would locate my violin, give it to
the train’s driver who would pass
it to the West Wickham Station
Master, and when my father
alighted from the train later that
evening wearing his Homburg,
and carrying his rolled umbrella,
he would retrieve my violin and
bring it home. Maybe this was my
way of saying I really did not want
to play the violin; I really wanted
to play the cello!

• I resolve to collect at least 25
pounds for the Missionary Fund.

Aha! My youthful resolutions were
often not about giving up things, but
about taking on tasks. So maybe our
New Year’s Resolutions should be-
come Take-on Tasks. (TOT)

• I resolve to lose weight.
TOT: get free exercise working for
the Garden Guild.

• I resolve to learn my way around
a kitchen.
TOT: help out at Christ House
serving breakfast or dinner, or pre-
pare breakfast or coffee hour at All
Souls.

• I resolve to stop hoarding.
TOT: give clean men’s clothes to
Christ House and children’s and
women’s clothing to Martha’s
Table

• I resolve not to hide my light under
a bushel.
TOT: tell the office that you have
time to volunteer, or that you are
not only interested in, but are an
expert at fundraising, grant appli-
cation writing, press release writ-
ing, teaching, can sing, play the
flugelhorn, and so on, you get the
idea!

Happy New Year!

Jennifer Crier Johnston
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here has been considerable pro-
gress since All Souls rolled out its

initial building accessibility design
in December. The architect is now on
contract to provide what is known
as a schematic design. The schematic
design, which will add a great deal
of detail to the initial outline that pa-
rishioners and other friends have
seen, is necessary to support a Feb-
ruary 29 meeting with the Historic
Preservation Review Board and the
Preliminary Design Review with the
DC Regulatory Agency. What’s more,
the schematic design will also pro-
vide a basis for a refined estimate of
the accessibility project’s cost (ini-
tially estimated at $1.28 million). Af-
ter we receive more clarity on total
costs, the next big step should be
planning and conducting a capital
campaign.

Thanks to the deep generosity of the
All Souls community, a moderate
level of building preservation work
will continue in 2012. All Souls Rocks
has raised more than $10,000 (an ex-
act amount isn’t available at press
time); combined with $10,000 from
the Endowment, it should enable a sig-
nificant amount of stone repointing
and restoration that will prevent
further deterioration and crumbling

Notes on Restoration and Renovation
Maintaining a Beautiful Sanctuary

T Your contributions
can make

our buildings
stronger, brighter,

and more
welcoming.

of our historic building’s stone walls.
Please note that contributions are
still very welcome to All Souls Rocks;
this work is not yet on contract, and
we can certainly increase the extent
of the work that is going to be done.

Also, thanks to an $8,500 grant from
the MARPAT Foundation and an
anonymous grant of $8,180 from a
parishioner, restoration of the large
blue Goodhue Window at the rear of
the sanctuary will begin in the
spring. This restoration will entail
removing the wire mesh over the ex-

terior of the window, thoroughly
cleaning the window, restoring and
preserving the window’s wooden
frame, and putting a protective Lexan
cover over it. Conservators will also
work on the interior to strengthen
places where the window has begun
to bulge very slightly.

The four lancet windows at the rear
of the church—there are two on ei-
ther side of the Goodhue Window—
also deserve your attention the next
time you’re in the sanctuary. One of
them, Saint Luke, is a good deal
brighter than the other three Evan-
gelists. It’s clearer because a parish-
ioner gently washed it, about a year
ago, when the heavy grate with a
corroded screen that covered it fell
off. Restoration could increase and
maintain the beauty of these four lan-
cets, at a cost of about $1,500 each—
and one parishioner has already do-
nated funds to restore one of them.
The work will entail removing the
heavy grate currently in place, clean-
ing the window, restoring and pre-
serving its wood frame, and placing
a protective Lexan cover over it. If
you’d be willing to donate $1,500 to
restore one of the other three Evan-
gelists, please talk to Senior
Warden.

Dale Lewis
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was recently asked to serve as co-
ordinator for Coffee Hours at All

Souls. I have willingly agreed. I
would like to let you know about
what changes have been made and
how this may affect you. Before I do
that, let’s look at why we offer this
time-honored tradition.

What is Coffee Hour all about in the
first place? For the hour or so before
we meet in the undercroft, we meet
in our sanctuary for a time of corpo-
rate worship. With our beautiful and
inspired liturgy we hear the word of
God through readings, the homily,
the creed, prayers, hymns and an-
thems. We know and believe that
God is with us from the teachings of
our Lord because “where two or
three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of
them.” With that in mind, when we
gather for Coffee Hour, our Lord is
also present. We are given the time
to worship in a far different way. This
“Fellowship Time” is a prime oppor-
tunity to visit with people we’ve seen
before but don’t know very well. It is
a time to welcome newcomers and
give them a taste of our church hos-
pitality over a coffee and a bite to eat.
It is a time for us to invite friends we
know from work or neighbors. Coffee
Hour is such a huge opportunity for
us to be present that the potential
benefits are endless.

Coffee Hour at All Souls is truly leg-
endary, not because of the food but
because of our church spirit of love
and welcoming. After all, we are the
“Church of All Souls.” Over the past
year or more, however, we have had
difficulty finding persons or groups

Hospitality Notes
Traditions & Transitions

I We’re actively seeking
All Souls Members

and ministries
to provide food
at Coffee Hour.

that are willing to host Coffee Hour.
The responsibility has therefore
fallen onto the shoulders of a precious
few who, week after week, prepare
what is known as “loaves and fishes”
from what is on hand in the kitchen
to be offered during this time. Yes, it
has worked, but it also has grown
old and tiresome for those who offer
these gifts.

In an effort to prevent our Coffee Hour
from becoming just a cup of coffee, tea
or punch, some changes had to be
made. As coordinator, I’m actively
seeking All Souls members and min-
istries to host a Coffee Hour. In past
years, we have had individual hosts
prepare it; groups of friends prepare
it, various guilds team together to
prepare it and all with great success.
Please remember that we are not
hosting lunch. Instead, the food we
are offering provides “fuel for fellow-
ship.”  There is a calendar on the bul-
letin board, so please sign up. I will
be glad to answer any questions that
you may have and encourage you to
try this out. I will be glad to show
you how to prepare for a Coffee Hour
if you need. Believe me, you will get
back far more than you give.

With our budget in mind, we ask that
food items bought for Coffee Hour are
offered as donations. Also, if you have
food left over from a party and would
like to donate it, we will gladly use
it. Just let me know so that I can co-
ordinate it into the program. In the
past, we were occasionally able to
offer modest compensation for food
items, but with the sluggish
economy, this too has changed. We
do however offer donation forms to
be filled out with your receipts at-
tached to be used as tax-deductible
donations. These amounts will ap-
pear as donations on your annual
giving statement. These will appear
in addition to, but separate from your
pledge or plate offering. Because of
IRS Tax Laws and auditing reasons,
receipts must be attached to validate
the donation.

All Souls will continue to provide cof-
fee, tea, punch and all required dis-
posable items associated with Coffee
Hour. I have been asked to be the per-
son responsible for buying these
items and insuring that they are on
hand and accessible. Please know
that suggestions are always wel-
comed and that all will be consid-
ered. If you have any questions, please
see me.

As your new Coffee Hour Coordinator,
I will be available to offer advice, to
be hands-on if you need, to take sug-
gestions and to do my best to insure
that we maintain our great tradition
for years to come. Take a chance—
and you will be blessed many times
over!

Tom Mabon
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ith more than 1.3 billion
souls and very few Christians,

China remains the mother lode for
evangelists in this world. Despite an
oppressive government hostile to-
ward organized religion, the citi-
zenry are hungry for the Truth; mil-
lions are willing to risk the wrath of
the authorities by joining churches.
Short of learning Mandarin and
sneaking into mainland China to fur-
tively distribute bibles, what can
Christians in the West do to help the
Chinese break down the barriers
holding back Christianity?

Simple: move Christmas back so that
it coincides with the Chinese New
Year.

Before you judge us as wild-eyed
rabble rousers intent on destroying
a cherished holiday, consider the fact
that the current date on which we
celebrate Christmas was chosen
solely to co-opt the pagan Europeans,
whose High Holy Day was the Win-
ter Solstice. The coinciding of the two
holidays meant that the pagans who
converted could continue to have the
same holy day as before-except that
they would be celebrating something
entirely different, namely the birth
of the Savior.

The Christmas tree comes from a
pagan holiday as well, incidentally.

My Perspective
Why Christmas should be Moved Back

W

The Chinese New Year already has a
lot in common with Christmas: an
exchange of gifts, the reuniting of
families, decorations galore, and the
serving of a traditional meal. A cen-
tral theme of the Chinese New Year
is to reconcile with estranged friends
and families, let go of any grudges
and wish peace and happiness for
everyone. These are pretty Christian
sentiments, most would agree.

Moving Christmas back a month or
two (the date of the Chinese New
Year is tied to the lunar calendar and
falls between Jan 21 and February 20)
would actually bring us myriad ben-
efits as well:

• We could avoid the clumping of
the year-end holidays of Thanks-
giving, Christmas, and New Year’s,
making the chances of overdosing
on family togetherness fall pre-
cipitously.

• In fact, having Thanksgiving and
Christmas two or three months
apart might reduce the family
travel triage that so many of us do
today when confronted with hav-
ing to make two long, expensive,
hassle-filled trips so close to-
gether.

• For those who complain about
people forgetting the reason for the
season, they should keep in mind
that a Christmas that comes a

month or two after New Year in-
stead of sandwiched between
Thanksgiving and the New Year
would be more difficult to secu-
larize than today, when the me-
dia lumps the three together as a
generic “Holiday Season.”

• For the less faithful, we should
point out that a January/February
Christmas would up the odds of
having White Christmases—
while the soon-to-be lengthened
(we hope) NFL season means we
will still be able to watch football
over the holiday: playoff football,
no less.

And we would be remiss if we did
not observe that a February Christ-
mas is actually close to the true birth
date of Christ, according to scholars.

There is probably a middle ground,
such as the establishment of an Asian
Christian Church that celebrates
holidays on different days and thus
could allow the Chinese to have
Christmas coincide with their New
Year without inconveniencing us.

For us in the west to move our holi-
day, however, would be a truly Chris-
tian gesture to a people who already
buy into the major precepts of our
faith and are clearly ready to be em-
braced by the Church.

And as uncomfortable as it may be
for some to contemplate, we Chris-
tians are tasked with spreading the
Gospel of Christ. Most of us don’t
have it in us to move to a foreign land
and proselytize, but demanding that
our churches move Christmas—or at
least not protesting such a move—is
a small sacrifice we can all make that
could bring millions more people to
know Christ.

Tristan Brady & Ike Brannon

The All Souls Message continues its oc-
casional series from parishioners and volun-
teer staff with the following piece, co-written
by parishioner Tristan Brady and fellow
writer Ike Brannon. It was published on the
Real Clear Religion site in October 2011.

Moving Christmas
back a month
or two would

bring us
myriad benefits!



8 All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church—Celebrating 100 Years

he first Christians observed with
great devotion the days of our

Lord’s passion and resurrection, and
it became the custom of the Church
to prepare for them by a season of
penitence and fasting. This season of
Lent provided a time in which con-
verts to the faith were prepared for
Holy Baptism. It was also a time
when those who, because of notori-
ous sins, had been separated from the
body of the faithful were reconciled
by penitence and forgiveness, and re-
stored to the fellowship of the
Church. Thereby, the whole congre-
gation was put in mind of the mes-
sage of pardon and absolution set
forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and
of the need which all Christians con-
tinually have to renew their repen-
tance and faith.

We are invited, therefore, in the name
of the Church, to the observance of a
holy Lent, by self-examination and
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and
self-denial; and by reading and medi-
tating on God’s holy Word. And, to
make a right beginning of repentance,
and as a mark of our mortal nature,
we kneel before the Lord, our maker
and redeemer.

On this day, we receive ashes of hu-
mility, but we also receive bread and
wine of new life, allowing us to move
forward from this special day re-
newed and enlivened.
—Revised from the Book of Common
Prayer, pp. 264–265.

Lent Begins

T “The Fear of God”: our Troubles,
Transformed

T

Saturday, February 25:
Lenten Quiet Day

Led by Father Beddingfield
10 a.m.–3 p.m.

he Bible tells us that “the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wis-

dom” (Proverbs 9:10; Ps. 11:10), but
what does it mean to “fear” God?
How does our relationship with God
affect other parts of our life in which
fear plays a part? Are faith and fear
connected, or are they opposed to each
other? Using scripture, tradition,
story, and silence, this year’s Lenten
Quiet Day will allow us to reflect on
these questions together.

A QUIET DAY IS A MINI-RETREAT.
We will gather in the church for pe-
riods of about 20 minutes or so, dur-
ing which Father John will offer a
meditation. Between the meditations
there will be time for silent reflection,
journaling, or (weather permitting)
walking outside. A Low Mass will be
celebrated at noon, followed by a
light lunch (taken in silence, with
music playing) in the undercroft. The
Quiet Day will end by 3 p.m. Partici-
pants should feel free to come and go
as their schedules permit.

Parish Fellowship Opportunities
Let’s Celebrate before Lent

&&&&&Mardi Mardi Mardi Mardi Mardi GrasGrasGrasGrasGras
Tuesday, February 21, 2012

EVENING PRAYER
With Burning of Palms

from last year
and Mardi Gras Supper

6 p.m.
ather in the undercroft for some-
thing to drink and then join us
on the meditation garden patio

for the burning of the palms. A pot
luck Mardi Gras Feast follows our
prayers.

Join us for the fun: check the sign up
sheet in the undercroft or see Tom
Mabon for details.

Shrove TShrove TShrove TShrove TShrove Tuesdayuesdayuesdayuesdayuesday

G

Opportunities for Spiritual Enrichment

February 22:
Ash Wednesday—The First Day in Lent

Low Mass with the Imposition of Ashes
at 7 a.m., Noon, and 7 p.m.
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Lenten Spiritual Enrichment
Book Study and Stations of the Cross

s in past seasons of Lent, we will
spend some time in Christian for-

mation looking at what we believe
and especially asking how our faith
might be informed and shaped by the
Anglican Tradition and the Episco-
pal Church.

This year, we’ll
be using the
book Your Faith,
Your Life by
Jenifer Gamber
with Bill
L e w e l l i s
( M o r e h o u s e ,
2009). The book
can be pur-
chased at the Ca-
thedral Book-
store, at the VTS
Cokesbury Book-
store, or online. Your Faith, Your Life may
also be borrowed from the All Souls
Library.

A companion website for conversa-
tion about the book can be found at
w w w. y o u r f a i t h y o u r l i f e . o r g /
home.html.

We’ll meet on Sundays from 1 p.m. to
2:15 p.m. in the church conference
room. Feel free to bring a sandwich,
if you like.

Diocesan Training Opportunity
Safeguarding God’s Children

Child Abuse Prevention Training
for Paid Full-time Staff and

All Who Work with Children and Youth
Saturday, February 11, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

afeguarding God’s Children pro-
vides participants with the infor-

mation they need to protect the chil-
dren they know and care for in their
personal lives and the ministries in
which they serve. The program is
based on the philosophy that if ev-
ery adult can protect just one child,
they will forever change one life. If
we can all change one life, together
we will make a difference in this gen-
eration of children.

In the Diocese of Washington, we
want each of our parishes to actively
protect their children and youth so
that we may live into our baptismal
covenant and to help them grow
stronger in their life in Christ.

Who needs to attend?

• All paid parish staff members
who have not completed a child
abuse and sexual misconduct pre-
vention of program in the last
three years

• Any volunteers working with
children and youth (including
Christian education leaders) who
have not completed a child abuse
and sexual misconduct prevention
of program in the last three years

• Any who wish to learn more
about how their parish can pro-
tect children and youth.

Register through the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Washington’s website:
www.edow.org/news-and-events/
events/events-open-registrations.

A

S

Lent helps us
consider what we believe

and how our faith
might be transformed

by our Anglican
tradition.

On Fridays during Lent, beginning
at 7 p.m., we will walk the Stations
of the Cross. All Souls is blessed with
14 beautiful Stations of the Cross,
made especially for our church in the
1990s. Eight of them are based di-

rectly on events
recorded in the
Gospels, and six
are based upon
traditional sto-
ries about Jesus
making his way
through Jerusa-
lem to Calvary.
The simple week-
ly service on Fri-
day nights allows
us to walk to each
station, and pause
for a reading from
scripture and a

prayer. We sing a verse of a traditional
hymn between each station.

This is a wonderfully quiet and
simple service. When we walk Sta-
tions of the Cross, we are given an
opportunity to see each station with
new eyes. The more one looks, the
more one sees. We are invited to hear
the scripture with new ears. We are
invited to respond to the Way of the
Cross, and indeed, to the Way of
Christ, with new hearts.

Book Study:
Your Faith, Your Life

Sundays at 1 p.m., February 26 through March 25
Worship:

Stations of the Cross
Each Friday at 7 p.m.
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Copy deadline for articles
for the April/May 2012 issue

of The Message
is Sunday, February 26, 2012

Please have your articles in Leigh Harrison’s hands by that date.
Electronic submission preferred at message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com.

E-mail Leigh with story ideas, questions, and comments.

From the Membership Database
The Parish Register (as of 01/23/2012)

Baptisms—None
Burials & Interments—None
Confirmations & Receptions—None
Marriages & Blessings—

Marriage on December 22, 2011
Neill Redfern Heath &
James Joseph Hone

Reaffirmations*—None
Transfers In—None
Transfers Out

December 6, 2011
Thomas Robert Esch
Valerie Anne Esch
Luciana Rosio Guadalupe

Esch-Levanos (Lulu)
Miriam Sofia Esch-Levanos

(Mimi)
Episcopal Church of the Ascension,
Gaithersburg, MD

January 20, 2012
David V. Morse
All Saint’s Episcopal
Fort Lauderdale, FL

* This category includes new members
who join by providing the required in-
formation and existing members who
provide missing information, primarily
a baptism date. In addition, some of these
names are the result of updating our
membership database.
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From the Membership Database
Birthdays (as of 01/05/2011)

February
  1 Darla Brown

Knight Champion
Ram Hansen
Rick Mollineaux

  2 John Hall
Tommy Mottur

  3 Michael Heinl
Thomas McAllister

  4 Joe Threadgill
  5 Brigitte Adams

JoAnn LaFon
Jack Montgomery

  8 Pete Harrison
Daiva Kasteckaite
Roger Mahan

  9 John Matthews
11 David Dawson

Chuck Helman
12 Chris Cobb

Joan Shapiro
13 Stephanie Clipper
14 Charlie Boone

Chase Rowan
15 Erin Piel
18 Martha Domenico

Beth Moten
19 Rory Morrison-Smith
20 Marcia Anderson
21 Barbara Brady

Tom Speight
22 Elena Fernandez
24 Abby Quinn-Shores
26 Clay Doherty
27 Leigh Harrison

March
  1 Janet Jones
  2 Clive Brady

Brendan Doyle
Kevin LeGrand
Harry Walker

  4 McKenzie Barnes
Calvin Zon

  8 Roland Houle
  9 Katie Houle

Gary Scott
12 Bob Colburn, Jr.

Andrew Hecker
Willis Tatterson

13 Pat Dresser
14 Katherine Olson
16 Gary Gregg
18 Bryan Powell

John Sither
19 Tony Domenico

Mark Hoffman
Joeseph Rajnic

20 Frank Rettig
21 Donald Albert

Nathan Parsons
23 Bill Vance
26 Todd Crawford

Chuck Hunter
29 Ron Carsell
30 Ed Graves

Jeanette Studley
31 Abby Fitzsimons

If your name is missing from this list and you would like to have it in-
cluded in this newsletter, or if there is a mistake, please call the parish
office at 202-232-4244, and ask for the membership secretary.

The All Souls Message
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church
2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW
Washington, DC  20008-1505
Voice: 202-232-4244
FAX: 202-232-8593
e-mail the church: allsouls1@aol.com
e-mail the rector:

jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com
e-mail the Vestry:

allsoulsvestry@gmail.com
Website: www.allsoulsdc.org
The Vestry
Martha Domenico
Stuart Edwards
Sally MacDonald
Susan Morrison
Katherine Nordal
Robert Publicover
Eugenio Sexton
Larry Sturgeon
Jeff Wells
Dale Lewis, senior warden
Jennifer Crier Johnston, junior warden
Stephen Jacobs, registrar
Terry Cain, treasurer
Clergy and Staff
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector
The Rev. Christopher Worthley,

adjunct clergy
The Rev. Brenda Sol, seminarian
Isaac Borocz, parish administrator
Natty Dayal, child care
Moises Flores, Sunday sexton
Ivanna Velasquez, child care
Donna Whited, interim director of music
& organist
Volunteer Leadership
Ford Chinworth, financial secretary
Harriet Curry, assistant treasurer
Patricia Dresser, chair of the

Endowment Fund Board
Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus
Terry Horan, financial secretary
Barry Huber, membership secretary
The Message Staff
Editor: Leigh Harrison
Editorial review: John Beddingfield

Isaac Borocz
Harriet Curry
Dale Lewis

Graphic designer: Barry Huber

The mission of All Souls Church is to be a
Christ-centered sanctuary where a diverse
community worships and serves. We live this
mission through faithful celebration of the
Eucharist, Christian education, and loving
nurture of both members and neighbors.

Prayer for a Birthday
Watch over these persons, O Lord, as their days increase;

bless and guide them wherever they may be.
Strengthen them when they stand,

comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful,
raise them up if they fall;

and in their hearts may thy peace, which passeth understanding,
abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Holy Week & Easter at All Souls
Palm Sunday—April 1

Blessing of the Palms & Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.
Blessing of the Palms, Procession, & High Mass, 11 a.m.

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in Holy Week—April 2–4
Morning Prayer at 7:15 a.m. & Mass at 7:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday—April 5
Morning Prayer at 7:15 a.m. & Mass at 7:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday Liturgy, 7 p.m., Washing of Feet & Holy Communion

Good Friday—April 6
The Good Friday Liturgy at noon

Holy Saturday—April 7
The Great Vigil of Easter at 8 p.m.

Easter Day—April 8
Low Mass with Easter Hymns at 8:30 a.m. & High Mass at 11 a.m.
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