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I’ve just finished a fascinating book by 

retired U.S. Army General Stanley 

McChrystal called Team of Teams: New Rules 

of Engagement for a Complex World.  Even 

though I might not agree with the general 

on some things, I find his perspective on 

engaging a changing world both helpful 

and challenging.    

 

In an interview about the book, General 

McChrystal reflected on the beginning of 

his time leading a Joint Special Operations 

Task Force in Iraq.  Early on, he said, the 

people around him were among the most 

highly trained and best-resourced in the 

world.  But things were not getting better in 

Iraq, and in fact, things continued to get 

worse.  Eventually McChrystal realized, 

“We could either continue to be very, very 

good at what we did and fail — or we could 

change ourselves fundamentally, to be 

successful” (Interview on American Public 

Media’s “Marketplace,” May 11, 2015). 

 

Many of us have read the recent statistics 

from the Pew Research Center.  The number 

of Americans who define themselves as 

Christians is now at about 71 percent, down 

8 percentage points from seven years ago.  

At the same time, the share of those who are 

not affiliated with a religion has jumped 

from 16 percent to about 23 percent.  Older 

Millennials (those born from 1981 to 1989) 

are not attending church as they age, as 

some had hoped or predicted. To add to 

this, people in older generations are 

increasingly disavowing organized religion. 

Among baby boomers, 17 percent identify 

as a religious “none,” up from 14 percent in 

2007. 

At All Souls, we have begun to adapt to a changing world, yet I fear 

that like much of the Episcopal Church, we sometimes take refuge in 

the belief that “as long as we do things well, people will come.”  But 

does proficiency necessarily translate into faithfulness or success?  

Even if a brilliant sermon is preached, a beautiful anthem sung, the 

Gospel faithfully proclaimed, and a loving remnant of people are 

ready to welcome—if no one comes, does it matter?   

 

Our RenewalWorks process helped us begin to gauge some aspects of 

our existing congregation and look at how we can be better nurture 

and support one another.  But along with deepening our own 

community and mission, we will also be discerning how we might 

need to change in order to adapt to a world that finds the Church 

unhelpful, uninspiring, and irrelevant.  I don’t know where the Spirit 

might lead us, but I’m excited about the future of All Souls and about 

the ability of our churches to change and grow in new ways.    

 

We’ve completed our construction project for accessibility and 

hospitality, but perhaps that was the easy part.  As we continue to be 

All Souls moving forward, we will need to allow the Holy Spirit to 

change us and challenge us so that we can introduce others to Christ 

and the God of Love.   

John Beddingfield, rector 
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At Left: French doors from our new 

patio into the lower level of the 

accessibility addition. 

  



 

   

  

The accessibility wing is complete.  

We celebrated it magnificently on 

May 31.  How are we going to take 

that wonderful energy and move 

All Souls forward?  It’s time to 

pivot to…what?  The reading from 

1 John Chapter 4 (see below) on 

Sunday, May 3 and Father John’s 

homily the following Sunday 

(check it out on the website) give us 

a clue.  But we have other clues as 

well, including the results from the 

RenewalWorks survey that over 70% 

of the parish completed earlier this 

year.  They all speak to why we 

gather at All Souls as well as to our 

priorities as a community of faith. 

 

“Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and 

knows God.  Whoever does not 

love does not know God, for God is 

love…Beloved, since God loved us 

so much, we also ought to love one 

another.  No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another, God 

lives in us and his love is perfected 

in us.  By this we know that we 

abide in him and he in us, because 

he has given us of his Sprit.” 

 

We are a community of love.  By 

practicing God’s love with one 

another and with our neighbor we 

engage and encounter God in 

ourselves and in others.  Practicing 

God’s love transforms us and the 

world around us.  Now that the 

accessibility wing is completed, let 

us focus our energies on the 

transformative power that comes 

from engaging God’s love in one  

another and in our neighbor. 

 

From the Senior Warden 

The RenewalWorks parish survey 

results show we are ready for the 

challenge.  Three themes emerged 

that the congregation identified as 

high priorities: 

 

 Encouraging spiritual growth 

and better pathways to that 

spiritual growth 

 

 Creating more opportunities to 

serve those in need in the 

broader community 

 

 Providing more help and support 

to one another in times of 

emotional stress. 

 

The Vestry listened to you and is 

taking action.  On Saturday, May 9, 

we had 18 people in the conference 

room ready to discern how we can 

serve those in need better and act in a 

consistent way that we can 

implement successfully.  Part of that 

effort is taking an inventory of the 

good work already going on.   

In April, we kick-started our 

spiritual growth efforts with 25 – 

35 people showing up over three 

consecutive Wednesday nights to 

examine Episcopal spirituality.  

Led by Wes Cook, those sessions 

were a marvelous introduction and 

provided a paradigm for us to offer 

a spiritual “on-ramp” for 

newcomers to All Souls and a way 

for those looking to explore their 

faith more deeply.   

 

Now that the accessibility wing is 

complete, we’re just getting started.  

Look to the weekly bulletin (and 

sign up to get it via email every 

Thursday) for opportunities to join 

these three strategically important 

efforts for All Souls, or for other 

opportunities to practice God’s 

love through this church. 

   

Jeff Wells, senior warden 

 
  

“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story here.” 
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All Souls Forward:  Living Up to Our Name 

Jeff Wells, incoming Senior Warden 
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Opportunities  
to Serve 
 

Support in Times 
of Emotional 
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Martha Domenico 

2016 

 

Casting Our Vote 

New Term Senior Warden 

Continuing Junior Warden 

New Term General Members of the Vestry 

Continuing General Members of the Vestry 

The Annual Parish Meeting – Election Results 

The following vestry members and officers were elected at the 2015 Annual Meeting on May 3, 2015.  

The date beneath each name indicates the year in which his/her current term ends.  

Elaine Eaker 

2016 

 

Katherine Nordal 

2016 

 

Greg Lebel 

2017 

 

Jonathan Nicholas 

2017 

 

Rick Taylor 

2017 

 

Jeff Wells 

2017 

 

Jen Catena Davis 

2018 

 

Melissa Barrett 

2018 

 

Daniel Callis 

2018 

 

Jennifer Johnston 

2016 
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Many thanks to Dale Lewis, who ended his term as Senior Warden in 2015! 
 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A Look at the Completed Addition 
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All Souls Forward 

The dedication of the new addition took place on May 31, 2015, after the printing of 

this issue. Keep an eye on future issues and our website, allsoulsdc.org, for photos! 

"One who never turned his back but marched breast 

forward," from "Epilogue" by Robert Browning.   

This window was previously located high over the altar in the 

Mary Chapel, but was dark.  In the new addition, it is in the 

entrance, by the elevator, on the alley side of the building. 

 

Our beautiful new patio!  

When this photo was taken on May 19, 2015,  

work on the garden area was still ongoing.   

Junior Warden Martha Domenico prepares pews in the 

undercroft to be refinished. The pews had been located where 

the French doors are now installed, so they are being relocated 

elsewhere in the church, including the new addition. 

The view from the patio toward our new French doors 

into the addition (left) and undercroft (right).   
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A first for All Souls in 104 years: a place other than the 

kitchen where a mop bucket can be stored & cleaned! 

The entrance to the elevator and the stained glass 

window that was moved from the Mary Chapel. 

One of the two new accessible restrooms  

in our addition. 
The oriel window on the top level of the addition 

which looks out over the courtyard area. 



 

   

 
 

 

 

  

2nd Biennial Festival of Sacred Music  
at All Souls 

Music Notes  

It’s time to celebrate!  Our building will be complete and our beautiful new garden in full bloom, so in July, All 

Souls will host our 2nd Biennial Festival of Sacred Music.  Each of the four Sundays in July will feature choral and 

instrumental music from a variety of genres.  At our first festival in July 2013 attendance at the 11 a.m. Mass was 

nearly double!    Because of the timing of this festival, churchgoers (musicians & non, Episcopal & others) found 

their way to our fine parish.   My goal is to improve upon those numbers this summer. 

 

This music festival would not be moving forward without the support of some generous donors.  Pledges, ongoing 

gifts, and one-time donations to the operating budget of the church allow us to have a robust music program‒ 

many thanks to all who help support All Souls.   If you have time, talent, or treasure to contribute to our festival, 

please be in touch with Ben Hutchens at music@allsoulsdc.org.  The festival choir is comprised of many of our 

regular singers and is open to other singers as well.  If you are friends with singers (and I hope you are!) please 

encourage them to be in touch.  Most church choirs do not sing in the summer, so there are many fine singers who 

would likely appreciate the invitation. 

Ben Hutchens, director of music 

Around All Souls 

Left: women from All Souls (Left to Right: Kathleen Scholl, Kathy Nelson, Katherine Nordal, Jennifer Crier 

Johnston, Sarah Plisner, and Susan Morrison) wearing their fancy hats on Easter Sunday; Right: a Sunday 

School project to put together care packages for veterans. 
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From Parishioner Jim Child 

Nine Kings and One King 

The Book of Genesis offers a 

marvelous pageant of life: the 

Creation story, the fall of 

humankind from grace, the 

compelling account of Joseph in 

Egypt, and many more. One event, 

however, seems to me arresting in 

its seeming ordinariness which is 

actually deeply prophetic. It is the 

tale of four kings (one of whom 

ruled a powerful nation, Elam), of 

five kings who were their vassals 

for twelve years but rebelled in the 

thirteenth, and a surprising closure 

to the event. 

 

In Chapter 14 the action begins. The 

four kings, Chedorlaomer of Elam 

at their head, moved out to subdue 

local tribes of Amorites and 

Amalekites dispersed over a wide 

area of today’s Middle East 

(perhaps as preparation for a major 

encounter with the Five). Having in 

due course put down these 

unfortunate peoples, they headed 

back to Elam by way of the valley 

of 

 

 

of Siddim in the Dead Sea area, 

there to confront the forces of their 

enemies, the best known of whom 

was King Bera of Sodom (the home 

of Lot, Abram’s nephew). 

 

This would seem to be the moment 

for the rebels to fight for freedom, 

but this was not to be. The five 

kings and their followers 

immediately took flight for the 

hills, leaving to their fate a number 

of local men and women they had 

recruited (Lot being noteworthy). 

In their flight, several escapees fell 

into the tar pits dotting the Dead 

Sea area, adding an element of the 

absurd.  
 

However, one of those fleeing 

made his way to the patriarch, 

Abram, and reported the tragedy. 

The latter immediately gathered his 

local followers (318 in number) and 

went in pursuit of the Four Kings. 

The force caught up with them, 

freed their captives, took back 

 

 

 

back lost goods, and sent the 

enemy fleeing in disorder toward 

Elam. Abram and his cohorts 

returned to the area in triumph, to 

be welcomed by King Bera.  

 

At this point in the tale something 

like a miracle occurs. A hitherto 

unmentioned king appears 

suddenly on the scene, King 

Melchizedek of Salem, the King of 

Righteousness and Peace, and 

priest of God Most High. He 

blesses Abram and offers bread and 

wine to all, in thanksgiving for 

God’s deliverance. Abram in turn 

gives him “one tenth of 

everything.” 

 
Finally, Bera asks Abram to return 

his subjects to him, but offers him 

the restored goods. Abram 

declines, saying he would only 

accept shares for those who had 

accompanied him. 

 

Continued on next page 

 

 

 

Thoughts on Genesis 14, Verses 1-24 

The “Battle of Til-Tuba,” a seventh-century B.C. depiction of a Mesopotamian battle, shows what Abram’s fight against the 

alliance of kings might have looked like. 
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The Four Senses of Scripture  

Continued from Page 7 

At the basic level, this story could 

be taken as a series of depressing 

events, culminating in what might 

be called “a happy ending.” 

Tyranny of many years over a 

subject population finally results in 

a “rebellion” which never 

materializes because of ultimate 

loss of nerve and humiliation for 

the presumed rebels. Then a heroic 

figure steps in, saves the day, and 

freedom is celebrated. 

Clearly, though, this rather dry 

summary does not begin to do 

justice to the passage. Father 

Martin Smith in his challenging 

book The Word is Very Near You 

takes up the Four Senses of 

Scripture, “a scheme of biblical 

interpretation which guided prayer 

for over a thousand years” (p. 66). 

First is the literal, which deals with 

the manifest sense of a text and is 

exemplified by the summary of 

events given above. Second is the 

“allegorical,” which symbolically 

points to the person and work of 

Christ. In the present text, the 

blessing of Abraham by the King of 

Righteousness and Peace can be 

viewed as prefiguring Christ’s 

work on Earth. This in turn evokes 

the turn to repentance and life 

change, responds to the sense of 

moral interpretation, and in 

consequence, “elicits from us in 

contemplation our transcendent 

desire to be united with God” (The 

Word…, p. 66-67). Such is the 

fourth, or mystical interpretation, 

entailed in the passage in Genesis 

by the very act of positing a “King 

of Righteousness and Peace,” 

eternal as opposed to the transient 

role of earthly rulers. 

 

It is of particular interest that the 

mystical (i.e. anagogic) sense of the 

Genesis text is continued in the 

New Testament Letter to the 

Hebrews. In Chapter 7, Verse 2, the 

writer says of Melchizedek, 

“Without father, without mother, 

without genealogy, having neither 

beginning of days nor end of life, 

but resembling the Son of God, he 

remains a priest forever.” It is the 

very lack of mention of these 

temporal connections that gives 

support to anagogic interpretation 

of the original text and confers on it 

a wholeness that can be easily 

missed. We are not continually 

reminded of the person and 

dominion of each of the nine kings, 

e.g. “the king of Bela (that is, Zoar)” 

as they pursue their seemingly 

fruitless goals. Rather, as the letter 

reminds us, “even Abraham the 

patriarch gave [Melchizedek] a 

tenth of the spoils,” a tithe to the 

God of Righteousness and Peace. 

 

 

 

“Melchizedek Blessed Abraham,” 

Mosaic in the Cathedral of San 

Marco, Venice. 13th Century  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Child has been an active 

member of All Souls since 2002, 

and has been an enormous part 

of the worship life and the 

educational life of the parish.  

Fluent and well-read in many 

languages, Jim has spent his 

retirement years poring over 

the scriptures in Hebrew and 

Greek.  He generously gives of 

his time as a tutor and teacher 

to parishioners and others who 

might like to learn biblical 

languages.  Jim is a frequent 

teacher in the parish adult 

Christian formation programs 

and has a particular love for the 

Early Church, the history and 

theology of the Creeds, and the 

development of Trinitarian 

Theology.  

 

When he is not studying, Jim is 

often helping other parish-

ioners with transportation, 

medical appointments, reading 

to the blind, and continuing to 

model what it looks like to 

grow “in wisdom and stature 

and in favor with God and 

other people.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Child 
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From the Junior Warden 

Junior Warden’s Annual Report  

During the past year we’ve installed a new entry system, had a small roof repair, and our kitchen had a cosmetic 

improvement – new flooring and paint and new stainless steel sinks that will be installed soon.  Many thanks to 

the folks who moved kitchen pots, pans, and other stuff out and then back into the kitchen.  All the asbestos under 

old tile has been abated. 

 

In the winter, parishioner Bob Long prepared a comprehensive study for me titled “What to do with those pews.”  

Copies of his report are on the Welcome Table for you to look at.  He captured history, measured space, and made 

suggestions about how to re-arrange Undercroft pews so they can work better for us. Look for refinished pews 

here and there in the future. 

 

Last fall, All Souls Are Green and the Garden Guild collaborated with Rock Creek Conservancy to plant a 

demonstration habitat garden to help reduce water runoff at the corner of Cathedral and Woodley Place. 

 

Volunteers have always contributed to the smooth functioning of our church, and we began tracking volunteer 

hours at the end of January.  Since then we have logged 1,307 hours of volunteer work!  That is a huge donation of 

time – all of us on Vestry thank you so much.  Examples of those volunteers are the choir, garden guild workers, 

office assistants, and others who make essential but less prominent contributions.  We also had two successful 

cleanup projects in January and April. 

 

In another month or so, our worship space lighting will be completely converted to LEDs – not counting the 

candles; they of course will continue to be real wax!  LEDs will reduce our energy and replacement costs and 

continue our commitment to be good environmental stewards.  Volunteers installing bulbs helped our donor’s gift 

go even further. 

 

So, what to look forward to for the coming year?  Completing our barrier-free addition will be a significant 

achievement, and we can dismiss our building fatigue and simply enjoy our accomplishment for a while.  But we 

must then attend to our infrastructure and focus on strategic preservation such as exterior painting and assessing 

the condition of our roof, foundation, and heating and cooling systems.  It’s not very glamorous, but protecting our 

church home from the elements is a special commitment and investment in our future. After all, if  All Souls hadn’t 

put time and money into the maintenance and improvement of the building over the past century, we wouldn’t 

have such a lovely space in which to worship! With good, secure basics we can continue to live our message of 

“traditional worship, progressive thinking.” 

 

Thank you for your support and please talk with me about your wishes, hopes, and dreams for the buildings that 

comprise our spiritual home at All Souls.  Email me at Junior.Warden@allsoulsdc.org or look for me at coffee hour. 

 

Martha Domenico, junior warden 

Left: the All Souls 

building c. 1920 

 

Right: completed 

kitchen 

renovations 



 

   

  

Blessing of the Seersucker 

2015 Capital Pride 

Calendar Highlights 

Limited Office Hours in Late June & Early July 

Announcements 

Many may be familiar with the tradition of the “Kirking of the Tartans” held in Presbyterian and Episcopal 

Churches. “Kirk” is the old Scottish Gaelic word for church, and so the Kirking of the Tartans is a blessing of the 

fabric and colors that represent various clans, families, and cultures.  But we don’t wear much tartan, especially 

not during the summer. Because seersucker often seems to be the unofficial fabric of our clans and tribes, 

struggling through the summer humidity, All Souls is offering the Fifth Annual Blessing of the Seersucker 

after the 11 a.m. Mass on  Sunday, June 7.  Wear an item of seersucker if you wish and join in the fun. 

For the past six years, Capital Pride has been a major outreach event for All Souls.  This year, we will again have 

our own All Souls booth at the Pride Festival on Sunday, June 14.  We need people to staff the booth in 2-hour 

shifts. The sign-up sheet for staffing the booth is on the Welcome Table in the Undercroft.  If you don't have an 

All Souls T-shirt from last year, please let Dale Lewis (DALEALEWIS@aol.com) or Greg Lebel 

(lebelgreg@gmail.com) know what size you need. T-shirts are free to people who help staff the booth. 

Between June 22 and July 6, office hours will be limited while our parish administrator, Mary Beth, is away on 

vacation. The office will be staffed by volunteers. The exact hours will be posted in the weekly announcements  

in the preceding weeks.   

The summer months are often a rough time for churches to make ends meet because donations drop off while 

parishioners are away on vacation, but the expenses don’t let up.  This will be especially true for All Souls this 

summer, as we absorb the additional cost of lighting, cleaning, and cooling our newly completed accessiblity 

extension. 

 

Help All Souls stay afloat by setting up your pledge payments online, and you’ll have one less thing to worry 

about while you’re relaxing in the sun. 

 

Setting up online giving is easy!  Just click the green Online Giving button on our home page, AllSoulsDC.org, 

and fill in the amount you want to give and where you want the money to go.  Then just enter your email address 

and All Souls Connects will match up your gift to your entry in our database.  For more information and step-by-

step instructions, visit http://is.gd/AllSoulsGiving. 

 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org 

and click the “Church Calendar” link. 
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Online Giving through  

All Souls Connects  

allows you to “set and forget”  

your donations to the church 

while you’re away  

during the summer! 



 

   

  

From the Membership Database – As of May 7 

Baptisms 
 April 12, 2015 — Caroline Alexina Mae Dean-Welch 

 April 19, 2015 — Isla Catherine Garcia  

                             & James Sebastian Garcia 

Memorial Services 
 May 9, 2015 – Joseph Bonds Priester 

Transfers In 
 None 

Transfers Out 
 None 
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Follow All Souls on Facebook & Twitter!  

http://is.gd/AllSoulsFacebook • @AllSouls_DC 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Copy deadline for articles for the September 2015 

issue of The Message is Friday, August 14, 2015. 

E-mail message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com with story 

ideas, questions, and comments. 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   John  Beddingfield, Evelyn Duffy, Greg DuRoss,     

   Terry Cain, Leigh Harrison,  Mary Beth Howard,  

   Barry Huber, Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 

 

The Vestry 

Jeff Wells, senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org 

Martha Domenico, junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org 

Melissa Barrett, Daniel Callis, Jen Catena Davis,  

   Elaine Eaker, Jennifer Crier Johnston, Greg  

   Lebel, Jonathan Nicholas, Katherine Nordal,  

   Rick Taylor, vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

Terry Cain, treasurer 

Linda Mahler, registrar 

 

 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector 

   rector@allsoulsdc.org • @revbedd  

   Sermons at http://jfbeddingfield.com/ 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

     Email office@allsoulsdc.org about announcements,    

     calendar questions, altar flower requests, giving  

    statements, online giving, etc. 

Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music  

   Email music@allsoulsdc.org with questions about the  

   choir and music program. 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

 

Volunteer Clergy 

Rev. Elizabeth Orens, Rev. Cameron Soulis,  

   Rev. Elena Thompson, O.P.A., Rev. Christopher  

   Worthley, honorary assistants 

 
Volunteer Lay Leadership 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

   Email membership@allsoulsdc.org with address  

   changes & transfer requests 

Jim Lewis, chair of the endowment fund board 
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Dale Lewis, who just completed his term as Senior 

Warden, receives a gift from the Men’s Fellowship  

at the Annual Meeting on May 3, 2015. 

mailto:message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com
http://jfbeddingfield.com/
mailto:membership@allsoulsdc.org


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a relaxing summer! 

 
Ingathering Sunday is September 13 

 
 

The All Souls Message 
June/July/August 2015 
 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 


