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I discovered the richness and mystery of All 

Souls’ Day by accident in 1987.  As a first-

year seminarian, my field education parish 

was in the Germantown section of 

Philadelphia.  A parishioner who knew that 

I liked music offered me a ticket to a concert 

for Sunday afternoon.  That Sunday was 

November 1 and it turned out that the 

concert, offered by an Episcopal Church 

nearby, was given in celebration of All 

Saints’ and All Souls’.   

 

As most of you know, the Church 

traditionally celebrates All Saints’ Day on 

November 1.  That’s the day for 

remembering all the great saints and for 

giving thanks that we, too, are called to live 

into God’s family of saints in eternal life.  

Like the wonderful children’s hymn 

reminds us, we “Sing a song of the saints of 

God, … [God helping us] to be one too.”  

November 2 is All Souls’ Day and is not as 

well known or as frequently observed.  On 

this day, we are invited to remember 

especially the saints we have known and 

loved, those who have died and joined the 

Communion of Saints. The prayers are more 

intimate and the mood more reflective and 

introspective.  

 

I still remember that Sunday afternoon in 

1987.  It was chilly and foggy outside.  

Inside the church were candles and the 

lingering smell of the morning’s incense.   

The prelude music included strings and 

was from Fauré’s Requiem.  The “concert” 

itself began with prayers, and then offered 

the entire Requiem by Maurice Duruflé.  

Until then, I had only heard parts of the 

Duruflé in recordings, but that afternoon—

in a church, with other people, in the context of All Saints and All 

Souls— I began to understand the great gift of liturgy and prayer to 

name the un-nameable, to sing the inexpressible.   A year later, when 

my grandmother died, I found a copy of the Duruflé Requiem, listened 

to it as prayer, and allowed the music and words to pray through me 

as I gave thanks for my grandmother and her new life with all the 

saints.   The Church had taught me how to pray more deeply and how 

to pray along with the communion of saints from every age and place.  

 

All Saints’ and All Souls’ offer us a time to grieve and mourn those we 

have lost during the previous year.  Sometimes these liturgies and 

prayers help us catch up with old griefs that we never completely 

mourned or acknowledged.  Sometimes they reveal to us new 

feelings—of sadness and loneliness, perhaps—but even more, the Holy 

Spirit uses this time of the year to bring us healing, hope, and joy.  The 

veil separating heaven and earth is especially thin and if we listen well, 

we can hear the saints singing along with us.  

 

This year, All Saints’ Day is technically on a Saturday.  Here, we will 

celebrate it on Sunday, November 2.  At both morning Masses that 

day, we will follow the old tradition of praying aloud the names of our 

beloved who have died.  (At the 5 p.m. Mass, we will not read all of the 

names aloud, but will have a special prayer.)  On Monday, November 

3, we will observe All Souls’ Day with a Low Mass at 7 p.m.   All of the 

names of the beloved who have died will be read again at that Mass.   

 

Though All Saints’ and All Souls’ come at the beginning of November, 

they also offer us a chance to take a deep, spiritual breath before we 

begin heading into the holidays.  Especially if a loved one has died 

during the year, there may be an empty place at the table for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas.  These days give us an opportunity to 
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 Mother Cameron Soulis 

(pronounced SOE-liss) serves 

as Lower School Chaplain at 

the National Cathedral 

School where she is 

responsible for teaching 

religious studies classes, 

leading chapel, coordinating 

community service, and 

many other activities.  She is 

a graduate of Hood College 

and taught chemistry at 

Sidwell Friends School and 

several other schools before 

entering Virginia Theological 

Seminary.  Also before 

seminary, as a part of her 

vocational discernment, 

Cameron spent a year at All 

Souls.  She and Michael 

Salmon were married here in 

2014 and we are delighted to 

welcome her to be a part of 

our parish, as her schedule 

allows.  

 
  

New Honorary Associate 

“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story here.” 
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Welcome Back  
Mother Soulis 

Introducing Jacob Pierce 

New Seminarian 

Jacob Pierce is a senior at Virginia 

Theological Seminary and a 

candidate for holy orders in the 

Diocese of Western North Carolina.  

Jacob grew up in the foothills of the 

North Carolina mountains, and 

received a B.A. in Religious Studies 

from the University of North 

Carolina at Charlotte in 2010.  After 

working for Kanuga Conferences, 

Jacob returned to Charlotte to lead 

the launch of a new Episcopal 

campus ministry at Johnson and 

Wales University.  During the next 

two years, Jacob served as the 

director of youth ministry at the 

Episcopal Church of the Holy 

Comforter in Charlotte. There he 

discovered a passion for young 

people and parish ministry.  

 
Though he was raised in the Baptist 

tradition, Jacob has been an 

Episcopalian for over 10 years, 

discovering the Episcopal Church 

in high school.   

in high school.  Jacob has a deep 

love for the Anglican tradition and 

he is excited to further explore his 

passions and gifts for ministry 

while at All Souls this year.  

 

Other than his love of Bluegrass 

and all things Anglican, Jacob also 

enjoys running and eating 

interesting foods, though not at the 

same time. 

 

Jacob comes to All Souls after 

spending a year at St. Margaret’s 

Episcopal Church on Connecticut 

Avenue, and a summer at St. Paul’s 

K Street.  Help Jacob get to know 

you by sharing your own story 

about what drew you to All Souls. 
 

Jacob will be ordained a deacon on 

December 13 in North Carolina, 

and will serve at All Souls as 

deacon in the New Year until 

graduation. Welcome, Jacob. 
Jacob Pierce 
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welcome her to be a part of our parish, as her 

schedule allows.  

 
  

All Saints’ and  
All Souls’ 

Continued from Page 1 

Though All Saints’ and All Souls’ come at the beginning 

of November, they also offer us a chance to take a deep, 

spiritual breath before we begin heading into the 

holidays.  Especially if a loved one has died during the 

year, there may be an empty place at the table for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas.  These days give us an 

opportunity to notice, to shed a tear, to embrace a 

memory, and to welcome God’s presence more deeply 

so that we are newly strengthened and sustained for the 

days ahead.  

 

The Collect of the Day for All Saints’ captures well the 

intention of these days: “Grant us grace so to follow thy 

blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we 

may come to those ineffable joys which thou hast 

prepared for those who unfeignedly love thee.”  I love to 

imagine what exactly those “ineffable joys” might be, 

even as I give great thanks that God draws us forward 

into his love, laughter, and light.    John Beddingfield 
  



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Progress: A Firm Foundation and Beyond 

From the Senior Warden  
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In September, we received the roof trusses (left, stacked against building), and 

began installation (center), and more of the building walls went up. Early in 

opening up the old kitchen entrance, we discovered the lack of a lintel beam over 

the kitchen door. A new steel beam has been installed, and metal framework has 

been installed that will connect the bottom level of the addition with the kitchen 

and undercroft. At right, a view of construction progress from the alley as of 

September 24, 2014. 

     

Having been out of the area on 

vacation for two weeks, I am 

amazed at the progress on our 

building project.  At least on paper, 

the builders tell us that we will be 

done by the end of November. 

Even though it may be into 

December, the fact is it’s going to 

be done pretty soon now.   

 

I do want to ask you to take an 

additional look at your financial 

support to the accessibility project. 

While your Vestry has been very 

careful to keep close control over 

additional expenses, we incurred 

about $100,000 in additional 

expenses associated with removing 

an oil tank that we did not know 

was there and addressing a number 

of issues related ensuring that the 

foundation was adequate given soil 

conditions that were more 

problematic than we had 

anticipated (based on core 

samples).  Rain didn’t help.   

 

 

Please look at what you can do to 

help us.  There are still significant 

naming opportunities still 

available—previous donations and 

pledges can be combined with 

additional pledges to take 

advantage of these naming 

opportunities.  I will keep you 

closely posted on how we are doing 

both with the construction and the 

finances.  

 

We’re almost there.  I can’t say 

“thank you” loudly enough to 

everyone who has contributed 

time, talent, and treasure toward 

making accessibility a reality at All 

Souls. 

 

Dale Lewis, senior warden 

Let me be clear that we are in 

financially sound condition.  Some 

budget lines are underrunning.  We 

budgeted $25,000 for construction 

loan interest this year.  Thanks to 

your generosity and your 

commitment to paying your 

Capital Campaign pledges, we had 

spent $1.87 on interest at the end of 

July.   

 

However, at this point, I anticipate 

that when the last bills are paid and 

the last Capital Campaign pledges 

are received at the end of 2016, we 

will be short somewhere between 

$200,000 and $300,000 dollars 

which will have to be addressed by 

converting our construction loan 

into a mortgage.  Obviously, we’d 

like to complete this project in a 

way that leaves All Souls debt free.   

 

 

All Souls Forward 

Construction Updates 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall With Franciscans 
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The Adult Forum: 10 a.m. Sundays in October 

Through the generosity of those who have 

remembered All Souls in their wills and those who 

have given special gifts, All Souls is blessed with an 

Endowment of between two and three million 

dollars (as of October 1, 2014).  According to our 

bylaws, the church may spend “up to 5% of the value 

of the total fund annually on outreach ministries and 

grants, new ministries and special one-time projects 

or capital improvement.”  The Board and Vestry are 

especially eager to receive grant requests from 

organizations or efforts with which parishioners 

volunteer or have direct connections.  Please think 

creatively and faithfully about how All Souls might 

continue to use this aspect of our stewardship for 

building up the kingdom of God.  

 

Applications for grants from the All Souls 

Endowment Fund for 2015 are available in the parish 

office and online (click “Support” at the bottom of 

the main webpage, and follow the link for the 

Endowment Fund) .  

Applications are due in the office by January 23, 

2015, and will be acted upon by the Board and 

Vestry soon in the new year.  If you have 

questions, please contact a member of the 

Endowment Board or the Vestry. 

Applications for Grants from the Endowment Board Due January 23, 2015
  

Help All Souls Help Others 

Rev. Susan Walker, Sandra Welch, 

 and Julia Gutierrez at St. Mary’s Court.   

In the past, the All Souls Endowment has given grants 

to help subsidize the meals at St. Mary’s Court. 

  

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. in the undercroft.  October 5, we’ll begin 

with the main man himself: Francis of Assisi (1181/2‒1226).  The 

official feast day for Francis is October 4, the anniversary of his 

death in 1226, but we will be using the next few weeks to reflect on 

his life and work and to study together some of those who 

followed him.  On October 12, we will discuss the life and work of 

Clare of Assisi (1194‒1253), Francis’s friend and follower. We will 

learn about her life and discuss some of her writing.  Finally, on 

October 19, we’ll learn about Angela of Foligno (1248‒1309), who 

was a wealthy mother and wife living not far from Assisi.  After 

her husband and children died, she committed herself to a 

Franciscan way of life, had mystical experiences, and was a 

counselor and spiritual director to many. 

 

“We become what we love  
and who we love shapes what we become.” 

‒ Clare of Assisi 
 



 

   

 
 

A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
Music Notes  

The annual celebration of the 

founding of All Souls parish will be 

observed on October 19 this year. 

To mark this momentous occasion, 

the music offered during Mass will 

be Johann Sebastian Bach's cantata 

Ein feste burg ist unser Gott (“A 

mighty fortress is our God”), BWV 

80. This work is a church cantata, 

first performed between 1727 and 

1731 and based on Martin Luther's 

chorale Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott.  

The cantata opens with a choral 

fantasia with contrapuntal devices 

of awe-inspiring complexity. The 

style is that of a motet chorus ‒ a 

magnificent achievement, and one 

in which Bach was the absolute 

master.  One could argue that this 

is the greatest motet chorus ever 

composed. 

 

In the second movement, the oboe 

and soprano perform an 

embellished version of the chorale 

while the bass 

while the bass sings an aria. The 

accompanying string ritornello is 

agitated and "relentless," in a form 

reminiscent of a concerto grosso.  

This movement will feature the 

voices of the two youngest members 

of the All Souls Choir, choral scholars 

Amanda Staub and Caleb Lee. Both 

are undergraduate music majors at 

the Univeristy of Maryland. 

 

The cantata continues with short 

movements for solos voices and 

concludes with the chorale.   Of 

peculiar note is movement 5, Und 

wenn die Welt voll Teufel wär.  The text 

(found below) reminds of God's 

triumphant power over the evils of 

the world.  This is a different kind of 

chorale arrangement, full of busy 

string motion. The chorus, instead of 

imitation, delivers the chorale in a 

strong unison.  This strong singing 

aptly shows the strength of God over 

the evil intentions of the devil. 

And were the world with devils filled,  

Intending to devour us,  

Our fear e'en yet would be not great,  

For we shall win the vict'ry.  

The prince of this world,  

How grim may he be,  

Worketh us no ill,  

That is, he is destroyed.  

One little word can fell him. 

 

The choir has been diligently 

working on their parts of this 

cantata for more than a month.  It 

is always a treat to make music 

with our musicians. I can assure 

you they are up to the challenges 

Mr. Bach has provided for us in 

this masterwork.  I hope you will 

consider making special effort to 

attend Mass on this, the annual 

celebration of the founding of our 

Parish. 

Ben Hutchens, 

director of music 

Around All Souls 

Left: parishioner Melissa Barrett rings the church bells for Constitution Day, 

September 17; Center: Vestry Retreat in the undercroft, September 6; Right: 

a new ecologically friendly garden is installed at the corner of Cathedral 

Avenue and Woodley Place during a Rock Creek Conservancy event co-

sponsored by the Garden Guild and All Souls Are Green, September 27. 
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All Souls’ Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 

Blessing of the Animals 

Celebrating All Saints & All Souls 
 

Calendar Highlights 

Anniversary of the Dedication of All Souls 

Announcements 

Saturday, October 4 is the Church’s official day for commemorating St. Francis of Assisi. At All Souls we will 

honor Francis with Evening Prayer and the Blessing of Animals. Parishioners, neighbors, and friends of several 

species will gather in the front garden of the church at 3 p.m. 

This year, All Saints’ Day is technically on a Saturday.  Here, we will celebrate it on Sunday, November 2.  At 

both morning Masses that day, we will follow the old tradition of praying aloud the names of our beloved who 

have died.  (At the 5 p.m. Mass, we will not read all of the names aloud, but will have a special prayer.)  On 

Monday, November 3, we will observe All Souls’ Day with a Low Mass at 7 p.m.   All of the names of the 

beloved who have died will be read again at that Mass.   

On Sunday, October 19, join us as we celebrate the 103rd Anniversary of the Dedication of All Souls Parish. 

The music offered during Mass will be Johann Sebastian Bach’s cantata Ein feste burg ist unser Gott.  

Come join parishioners of All Souls, our families, 

friends, and neighbors on November 27 for our annual 

Thanksgiving Day Dinner in the undercroft. Our 

tradition on this national day of thanks is to reach out 

and draw others into the warmth of our parish family 

and our kitchen. 

 

We encourage you to spend as much of the day at All 

Souls as you like. Some of us will arrive by 8 a.m. to 

begin cooking, and we enjoy having extra hands and 

enthiastic onlookers in the kitchen to knead dough, 

prepare dressing, and set the tables. The turkeys go into 

the oven at 9 a.m. 

 

We will celebrate Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m., and invite 

those at the Mass to join us downstairs for cooking and 

fellowship through the early afternoon, fueled by light 

appetizers, wine, and soft drinks. Later, we’ll pop 

champagne corks and serve dinner. 

 

Please join us for this day of camaraderie and 

appreciation for our many blessings. Look for details in 

upcoming bulletins. Contributions of food, beverages, 

and funds are most welcome, as are helping hands in 

the kitchen. 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org 

and click the “Church Calendar” link. 
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2015 Stewardship 

Watch your mailboxes for a letter from the 

Stewardship Committee in early October. We will 

be kicking off our 2015 Stewardship  campaign on 

Sunday, October 26, and hope to have most pledges 

in by Thanksgiving.   

The 5 p.m. Mass (held on the odd Sundays, First and 

Third of the month) uses contemporary language 

from The Church of England’s Common Worship and 

includes music, scripture, and the Holy Eucharist. In 

place of the sermon, a reflection is offered on some 

basic point of Christian faith and practice. 

   

“Odd Mass” Continues on the 
First and Third Sundays at 5 p.m. 

Looking Ahead 

Saturday, December 13, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Looking and Listening with Clare of Assisi 

Advent Quiet Day at All Souls   



 

   

  

From the Membership Database – Recent Activities 

Baptisms 
 August 31, 2014— Olivia Susan Walker 

 October 4, 2014 —Piper Lea Chaney 

Burials & Interments 
 None as of September 30, 2014 

Reaffirmations 
 None as of September 11, 2014 

Marriages & Blessings 
 None as of September 30, 2014 

Transfers In 
 None as of September 11, 2014 

Transfers Out 
 Claudia Dumas & Justin Dumas (child)  

to St. Columba’s Church, Washington, DC 

 

 

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

Voice: (202)232-4244  Fax: (202)232-8593 

Contact us by e-mail: 

 office@allsoulsdc.org 

 rector@allsoulsdc.org 

 vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

 music@allsoulsdc.org 

 membership@allsoulsdc.org 

Website: www.allsoulsdc.org 

 

The Vestry 

Dale Lewis, senior warden 

Martha Domenico, junior warden 

Melissa Barrett, Daniel Callis, Jen Catena Davis, 

Elaine Eaker, Jennifer Crier Johnston, Greg Lebel, 

Jonathan Nicholas, Katherine Nordal, Rick Taylor 

Terry Cain, treasurer 

Linda Mahler, registrar 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Copy deadline for articles for the December 2014/ 

January 2015 issue of The Message is Friday, 

November, 2014. 

E-mail message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com with story 

ideas, questions, and comments. 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector 

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary associate 

The Rev. Cameron Soulis, honorary associate 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, honorary associate 

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary associate 

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music &    

   organist 

Tyler Doherty, Jacob Pierce, seminarians 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

Natty Dayal, child care 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

Ivonne Velasquez, child care 

 
Volunteer Leadership 

Ford Chinworth, financial secretary 

Patricia Dresser, chair of the Endowment Fund Board 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   John  Beddingfield, Evelyn Duffy, Greg DuRoss,     

   Terry Cain, Leigh Harrison,  Mary Beth Howard,  

   Barry Huber, Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 
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Reception for the Marriage of  

Donald Albert and Jimmie Roberts,  

June 14, 2014 
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Continuing an All Souls Tradition 

 
 

Come join parishioners of All Souls, our families, friends, and neighbors on 
November 27 for our annual Thanksgiving Day Dinner in the undercroft. 

 

Holy Eucharist is at 10 a.m., and we invite those at Mass to join us in the undercroft 
for cooking and fellowship through the early afternoon. 

 
 

The All Souls Message 
October/November 2014 
 
All Souls Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 


