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Over the last few months, much of my writing and that of others in the parish has been about 

building, nurturing, and growing a community that loves each other and our neighbors.  

There are reasons both obvious and deeply theological (and everything in between) why we 

Christians work at this so much.  For most of us, our faith is best practiced WITH others 

where we support each other and grow together in it.  This has been Christian truth for 

millennia. 

 

I would add a modern codicil as well.  In a secular age where some see science and 

technology challenging or replacing religion, practicing our faith in community is more 

essential than ever.  These days, being a Christian can be a little intimidating.  We may have 

friends and even family members who are downright puzzled by our faith, or worse.  They 

may benevolently view it as a charming, archaic practice, or perhaps skeptically look on it as 

a “source of trouble in the world,” or even consider it (and us) with pity or condescension.    

As a result, outside the walls of All Souls, if you’re like me, you may deflect, demur or desist entirely from speaking about 

your beliefs.  And I am not referring to a full-throated, street-preacher-pitch for Jesus, but merely bringing up my faith or 

church in a casual, offhanded way, perhaps as part of a Monday-morning story at the office recounting what I did last 

weekend.  We’ve all internalized this 21st-century “courtesy” of not speaking about or mentioning our faith in public.  In 

fact, it’s not a courtesy at all but a discourtesy.  But the result is the same:  it just feels easier not to mention our faith.  

Unless I’m feeling particularly bold or assertive, I self-censor just as I used to self-censor information about my social life to 

hide that I am gay.  How funny that “the love that dare not speak its name” is something entirely different now!   

 

I am learning to “come out of the closet” all over again, but this time as a Christian.  If you have ever felt this way, then I 

encourage you to open that closet door as well.  Be more open about your faith with others.  Tell people you went to church 

last weekend.  After I “came out” the first time, I learned that it opens you and frees you in a wonderful and vital way.  

Coming out as a Christian may do the same thing.  Perhaps it will stimulate some unexpected conversations, or a surprise 

opportunity to share your love and commitment to Jesus Christ or to employ that love in an act of profound generosity to 

someone else.   

 

A few weeks ago on the Metro, I was reading the daily office on my phone (check it out: www.missionstclare.com – and of 

course there’s an app), which is my custom on the way to work.  As the person sitting next to me got up for the door, he 

turned and said “The Lord be with you” and then quickly departed.  I was surprised and grateful.  It was a gift I meditated 

on for the rest of the day.     

 

While you’re working on coming out as a Christian, whether you’re met with acceptance or pity, whether you meet a sister 

or brother like I did on the Metro, remember that you have a community here at All Souls where you can let your guard 

down.  We understand.  We believe.  And like you we try, perhaps not always successfully, to practice our faith in 

everything we do so that it permeates our life:  on Sundays and the other six days of the week.     Jeff Wells, senior warden 

I am learning to “come out of the closet” all over again, but this time as a Christian. 

http://www.missionstclare.com/
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A Snapshot of Ingathering Sunday 

Parish Life 

Clockwise from Upper Left: Wynsor Taylor & Adam 

Hallowell; acolytes Martha Domenico and Marcia 

Anderson; our childcare workers, Nancy Guzman and 

Natty Dayal, in the nursery; acolyte Mark Porter.  

 

  



 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Ingathering (Continued from Page 2) 

3 

Clockwise from Upper Left:  Choir rehearsal; our Music Director, Ben Hutchens; some of the youngest 

members of All Souls bring up the elements; ushers passing the plates; breakfast after the early Mass. 
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Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 

All Souls Day at All Souls Church 

On Wednesday, November 2, our parish celebrates our 

own patronal feast day. All Souls Day commemorates the 

faithful departed.  In Western Christianity, the annual 

celebration is held on November 2 and is associated with 

the three days of Allhallowtide, including All Saints Day 

(November 1) and its vigil, Halloween (October 31).  A 

Choral High Mass will be celebrated at 7 p.m.  Mother 

Soulis will preach and celebrate.  The choir will sing the 

Ordinary of the Mass and the Psalm.  The congregation 

will join in the singing of the hymns and prayers.  Loved 

ones who have departed this life will be remembered in 

the prayers as their names are read aloud (look for bulletin 

inserts in early October to submit your names for 

remembrance).   If you would like to participate in this 

Mass as an acolyte, usher, or lector, be in touch with the 

parish office.  Please make plans to attend this meaningful 

service and invite your friends to join you as we remember 

our loved ones. 

 

Ben Hutchens, director of music 

 

Come join parishioners of All Souls, our families, friends, and 

neighbors on Thursday, November 24 for our annual 

Thanksgiving Day Dinner in the undercroft.  Our tradition on 

this national day of thanks is to reach out and draw others into 

the warmth of our parish family and our kitchen. 

 

We encourage you to spend as much of the day at All Souls as 

you like. Some of us will arrive at 9 a.m. to begin cooking and 

food prep, and we enjoy having extra hands in the kitchen 

(especially scullery maids!) and help with setting up tables, 

flower arrangements, etc. 

 

We will celebrate Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m., and invite those at 

the Mass to join us downstairs for cooking and fellowship 

through the early afternoon, fueled by light appetizers and 

drinks. Later in the afternoon, we’ll serve dinner.  

 

Please join us for this day of camaraderie and appreciation for 

our many blessings. Look for details in upcoming bulletins. 

Contributions of food, beverages, and funds are most welcome, 

as are helping hands in the kitchen. 

 

Jennifer Crier Johnston & Dale Lewis 

 

Festive Fellowship 

All Souls’ Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 

 
 

Thursday, November 24 

9 a.m. – Cooking Begins 

10 a.m. – Holy Eucharist  

3 p.m. – Appetizers and Drinks 

4 p.m. – Thanksgiving Dinner 
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Sunday, December 4 

Bishop’s Visitation 

8:30 a.m., Low Mass 

11 a.m., High Mass 

At both Masses, the Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde  

will preach and celebrate.  

 

Sunday, December 11 

11 a.m., Advent Lessons & Carols 

Advent Worship & Events 
Advent Begins Sunday, November 27 

Around All Souls 

Clockwise from Upper Left: Terry Adlhock & Jeffrey Hunter build a shed in the parking lot corral to 

improve our storage; the All Souls Choir returns on Ingathering Sunday; the 20’s & 30’s Group prepares 

sandwiches for Martha’s Table; a photo of a Halloween party in the undercroft in the 1970s, recently 

shared with us by returning members Mary & Ted Hartz. 

 

  

Saturday, December 24 

5 p.m., Children’s Mass & Blessing of the Crèche 

10:30 p.m., Carols for Congregation and Choir 

11 p.m., First Mass of Christmas (High Mass) 

 

Sunday, December 25 

11 a.m., Christmas Day High Mass  

No 8:30 a.m. Mass 



 

   

 

 

 

  
Blessing of the Animals 

Calendar Highlights 

Announcements 

Join us on St. Francis Sunday, October 2, for Evening Prayer and the Blessing of the Animals at 3 p.m. We 

gather on the front lawn of the church. Please bring your own animal companions, as we give thanks to God for 

all the special creatures that grace our lives. Dog and cat treats (with a note from our church) will be given to 

those pet owners who attend. 

While we expect to call a new rector this fall, logistics 

(such as giving notice to their current church and 

coordinating their move) dictate that he or she will likely 

not be in place until the first of the year. In the mean time, 

we have scheduled the following clergy to preach and 

celebrate through the end of 2016: 
 

 September 25 – October 23: The Rev. Martin Smith 

 October 30: The Rev. Elizabeth Orens 

 November 2, All Souls Day, Wednesday: Sister Elena 

Thompson at noon; Mother Cameron Soulis at 7 p.m. 

 November 6, All Saints Sunday: The Rev. Jim Holmes 

 November 13 & 20: The Rev. Frank Dunn 

 November 24, Thanksgiving Day:  

Sister Elena Thompson 

 November 27, Advent 1: The Rev. Elizabeth Orens 

 December 4, Bishop’s Visitation:  

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde 

 December 11 (Advent Lessons & Carols) & December 

18: The Rev. Frank Dunn 

 December 24 & 25, Christmas Eve & Christmas Day: 

The Rev. Frank Dunn 

 Christmas Eve: Family Service at 5 p.m.; 

Midnight Mass at 11 p.m. 

 Christmas Day: High Mass at 11 a.m. (with 

choir); No 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 January 1: Mother Cameron Soulis (presuming our 

new rector is not here) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org/calendar. 
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Supply Clergy through New Year’s Day 

Bishop’s Visitation 

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde will visit All Souls on Sunday, December 4. Canon law requires every 

diocesan bishop to visit every congregation in his or her diocese at least once every three years. The bishop will 

examine the condition of the congregation, oversee the clergy, preach, confirm, preside at the Eucharist, and 

examine parochial records.  Bishop Mariann will also lead an open discussion with the parish at 10 a.m. in the 

undercroft, and then have a meeting with the vestry after second mass over luch. Please join us on December 4 as 

we welcome Bishop Mariann to All Souls! 

2017 Stewardship 

Watch your mailboxes for a letter from the 

Stewardship Committee this fall. We will be kicking 

off our 2017 Stewardship Campaign soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Removal of Stop Signs on Cathedral Ave. 

The National Park Service closed a portion of Beach 

Drive for reconstruction beginning September 19. As a 

result, traffic has increased, especially on Connecticut 

Avenue. In an effort to facilitate the increase in traffic 

involving the Woodley Park and Cleveland Park 

neighborhoods, stop signs have been removed at 

Cathedral Avenue and Woodley Place and Hawthorne 

Street. Both intersections are adjacent to All Souls, so 

crossing Cathedral Avenue on foot has become slightly 

more hazardous. If you park your car along Cathedral 

Avenue, please be extra careful walking to the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rector Search Update 

The rector search process is moving along rapidly, and 

by the publishing of this issue of The Message, the Search 

Committee expects to be close to handing off the names 

of the top three candidates to the vestry. From there, the 

vestry will conduct its own interviews with these 

candidates and issue a call to our new rector! None of 

this could have happened without the hard work of the 

search committee and the help of many parishioners.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Issac%20Borocz/Documents/AllSouls%20Shared%20Documents/04_NEWSLETTER%20-%20The%20Message/The%20Message%202016/September%202016%20Content/www.allsoulsdc.org/calendar
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/article422304.htm


 

   

 

  From the Membership Database  
(as of September 22, 2016)  

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org  • 202-232-4244 

 

Follow All Souls on Facebook & Twitter!  

http://is.gd/AllSoulsFacebook • @AllSouls_DC 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Copy deadline for articles for the December 

2016/January 2017 issue of The Message is Wednesday, 

November 16, 2016. Email story ideas, questions, and 

comments to office@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   Terry Cain, Daniel Callis, Evelyn Duffy, Leigh  

   Harrison, Mary Beth Howard, Barry Huber,  

   Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 

 

The Vestry 

Jeff Wells, senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

Daniel Callis, junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

Melissa Barrett, Ike Brannon, Jen Catena Davis,  

   Elaine Eaker, Barry Huber, Greg Lebel,  

   Jonathan  Nicholas, Heidi Rasciner , 

   Rick Taylor, vestry@allsoulsdc.org  

Terry Cain, treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

Visit www.allsoulsdc.org/transition for more 

information on our transition and rector search process. 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

     Email office@allsoulsdc.org about announcements,    

     calendar questions, altar flower requests, giving  

     statements, online giving, etc. 

Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music  

   Email music@allsoulsdc.org with questions about the  

   choir and music program. 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

 

Volunteer Clergy 

Rev. Elizabeth Orens, Rev. Cameron Soulis,  

   Rev. Elena Thompson, O.P.A., Rev. Christopher  

   Worthley, honorary assistants 

 
Volunteer Lay Leadership 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

   Email membership@allsoulsdc.org with address  

   changes & transfer requests 

Jim Lewis, chair of the endowment fund board 

 

To view the monthly Parish Dashboard, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org/governance. 
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Marriages & Blessings 
 September 3, 2016 – Evelyn Marie Duffy & 

 Jennifer Marie Young 

 September 19, 2016 – Sandra Harmon Welch &  

Thomas Edward McGonigle 

 

Interments 
 9/20/16 – Darrell E. Hinchee  

 

 

 

Meet Our Returning Members! 

 

 
 

Ted and Mary Hartz were members here 

for about 14 years until they  

transferred out in 1980. 

 They have now returned and  

are rejoining All Souls – welcome back! 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/
http://is.gd/AllSoulsFacebook
http://www.twiter.com/AllSouls_DC
mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:vestry@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/transition
mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:music@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:membership@allsoulsdc.org
www.allsoulsdc.org/governance


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The All Souls Message 
October/November 2016 
 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 

CONTINUING AN ALL SOULS TRADITION 

 
 

Come join parishioners of All Souls, our families, friends, and neighbors on 

November 24 for our annual Thanksgiving Day Dinner in the undercroft. 

 

Holy Eucharist is at 10 a.m., and we invite those at Mass to join us in the 

undercroft for cooking and fellowship through the early afternoon. 
 

 


