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All Souls is joining with other parishes in 

the diocese this fall in a program called 

RenewalWorks.  This program came out of a 

process of discernment and reflection 

developed at Willow Creek Church in 

South Barrington, Illinois in 2005.  Over 

time, Episcopal leaders (including Bishop 

Mariann Budde and Canon for 

Congregational Vitality Joey Rick) have 

adapted the survey and supporting 

materials to make them more accessible and 

helpful to people in the Episcopal Church.  
 

The process involves four aspects. The first 

involves assessing the spiritual vitality of a 

congregation by surveying the beliefs and 

spiritual practices of its members.  This is 

what takes place online from September 20 

to October 5.  The second aspect of the 

program involves training a task force from 

the congregation to interpret the survey 

results.  Third, the process helps us examine 

the parish in light of the survey results to 

see how we are and are not inspiring and 

supporting people in their spiritual journeys.  

Finally, the RenewalWorks process challenges 

the parish to support more fully the spiritual 

lives of its members through spiritual 

practices that are key predictors of a vital 

congregation such as regular worship, Bible 

reading, personal prayer, and service to 

people in need. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) are 

found in this newsletter on page 4.  Please say 

a prayer for All Souls and this process, that 

the Holy Spirit might guide us to learn more 

about ourselves and more about God.  

John Beddingfield, rector 
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First and Third Sundays at 5 p.m., beginning September 21 

Not a morning person?  How about 5 p.m.? 
We’re nicknaming this service “the Odd Mass.” It’s “odd” because it takes place on the first and third Sundays.  It’s “odd” 

because it’s not “even-song,” as one parishioner put it.  But it’s also odd for All Souls because this 5 p.m. Mass will use 

contemporary language in worship, not our customary Elizabethan, Rite 1 Prayer Book language.  We will be using the 

Church of England’s Common Worship liturgy which provides a form for the Holy Eucharist that is simple and clear, yet 

beautiful, orthodox, and Trinitarian.  Bishop Mariann has approved our use of the liturgy and sends us her blessing as we 

begin this new experiment.   

 

Like our Christmas Eve 4 p.m. Mass and the "SimpleMass" we offerred in the summer of 2011, this new Mass will be 

especially suitable for families with children, for newcomers who might not have much of a religious background, and for 

any and all who might simply like to pray and celebrate the Holy Eucharist in a slightly different format.  Ben Hutchens 

will be with us to help with music as we see where the Holy Spirit might take us. A simple potluck dinner will follow 

each Mass.  Please join us and bring a friend. 

Please take the Spiritual Life Survey  
September 20 to October 5 



 

   

   

“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story here.” 
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Father John will be away January and February 2015 

As most people might expect, the 

word “sabbatical” has to do with 

taking a Sabbath, with resting, 

renewing, and growing more 

deeply in God.  When I was called 

as rector of All Souls, the terms of 

my call included provision for a 

sabbatical.  Talking with the vestry 

a year ago, we agreed since I began 

as rector in 2007, the end of the 

seven-year mark might be a good 

time for me to take a sabbatical.  

After much prayer, planning, and 

consultation, I have decided to be 

away from All Souls for the entire 

two-month period of January and 

February 2015.   

 

By January, we will have 

completed our expansion for 

accessibility.  Even though some 

may rightfully feel a bit tired after 

all we have accomplished with All 

Souls Forward, I don’t want us to 

lose our momentum.  I want us to 

keep praying,  thinking, learning, 

and living into a more faithful and 

dynamic parish.  This fall, the 

parish is asked to take the Spiritual 

Life Survey as a means of 

evaluating and discerning “what 

makes us tick.” [See the article on 

Page 1 and the FAQs on Page 4.]                

 

We will explore such questions as 

“What do we most value?,” “What 

is not being done that should be 

done?,” “Are we being nurtured in 

ways we feel God desires?”  We 

will begin to ask ourselves these 

questions with the fall survey, but 

will continue to discuss them into 

2015.  

For all of February, I will be in Italy, 

a place I have long studied and 

come to know through art, music, 

literature, and theology, but have 

never visited.  The first three weeks 

will be based in Assisi, followed by 

a week in Rome.  As many of you 

know, my doctoral work, as well as 

much of my own spirituality, flows 

from St. Francis of Assisi.  As I 

continue my own deepening in the 

Third Order Society of St. Francis, I 

will be able to  pray and hike, eat 

and breathe where Francis lived. 

Erwin will join me for part of the 

time in each place.  Unlike some 

academic or professional sabbaticals, 

I am not aiming to produce any final 

product—other than (hopefully) 

returning as a more rested, 

thoughtful, faithful priest.   

 

All Souls will be in extremely good 

hands while I am away.  For the four 

Sundays in the month of January, 

the Rev. Martin Smith will preach at 

both Masses and lead an Adult 

Forum series.  Several years ago, All 

Souls studied his book, A Season for 

the Spirit: Readings for the Days of 

Lent, and his book Reconciliation is 

still one of the very best sources on 

the Anglican understanding of the 

sacrament of confession. Martin is 

former monastic, a popular teacher 

and spiritual director, and most 

recently served on the staff of St. 

Columba’s Church before “retiring” 

to pursue an active schedule of 

giving retreats, talks, and teaching 

classes.  He is one of the best 

preachers around and has a great 

sense of humor.   

 

For the four Sundays in February, 

the Rev. Canon Roger Wikeley will 

be preaching at both Masses and 

lead an Adult Forum series.  Years 

ago, when parishioner Joe Howell 

attended seminary, he participated 

in a summer program on the Lower 

East Side of Manhattan.  A friend he 

made that summer was Roger 

Wikeley, then a young English 

priest.   

Continued on Page 3 

Planning for the Rector’s Sabbatical  

The Rev. Martin Smith 

For most of January, I will be in a 

Spanish immersion program in 

Querétaro, Mexico, about two hours 

north of Mexico City.  For years, I 

have dabbled at rejuvenating my 

college Spanish—taking a course 

here or there—but I have always 

wanted to speak and understand the 

language better. This program will 

help me do that as well as help me 

understand more of the religious 

culture Latin Americans bring with 

them to the United States and to our 

churches.  After three weeks in 

Mexico, I’ll spend a week 

unwinding in the Manuel Antonio 

Rainforest in Cost Rica.   
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Adult Forum at 10 a.m. 

Twelve Step Spirituality 

Since the 1930’s, people have been recovering from 

addiction to alcohol by working through and living the 

Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous.  Other groups 

and organizations have adapted the Twelve Steps and 

have found the underlying spiritual process to be 

helpful in recovering from other addictions and to 

contribute toward a life of harmony and balance 

previously unimagined.  Because of this, one can speak 

of a “Twelve Step Spirituality.”  This is not a substitute 

for Christian faith (or any other kind of faith) but is a 

process that overlaps and engages religious practice.  

Join us as we explore our own faith and learn from 

others.  

 

 

September 7: Before Alcoholics Anonymous: Matt Talbot, 

Oxford Groups, Episcopal supporters 

 

September 14: The Beginning of Alcoholics Anonymous: 

Bill Wilson and (Dr.) Bob Smith, (Mrs.) Marty Mann, and 

others.  

 

September 21: Learning from Recovery:  Protestant, 

Catholic, and Buddhist Wisdom  

 

September 28: Spiritual disciplines practiced in 12 Step 

Spirituality and the Anglican Way (especially focusing 

humility, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 

Prayer/Meditation)  

 

For those who might want to read in preparation, you 

might look at Richard Rohr’s Breathing Under Water: 

Spirituality and the Twelve Steps or look at the Rev. Samuel 

Shoemaker’s “What the Church Has to Learn from 

Alcoholics Anonymous” at http://is.gd/12Step. More 

information can also be found at Recovery Ministries of the 

Episcopal Church at http://www.episcopalrecovery.org/ 

Planning for the Rector’s Sabbatical (continued) 
The Howells and the Wikeleys have remained friends ever since, and it is 

through the Howells that I have come to know Roger.  Since retiring from 

parish ministry in the Liverpool area, Canon Wikeley has made himself 

available for interim work in the Diocese in Europe (formerly known as the 

Diocese of Gibraltar). This has meant that over the last few years he has 

served parishes in Bern, Strasbourg, Venice, Montreux, Gibraltar, and Crete.  

Just after he told me about the rector’s “palace” where he stayed in Venice, I 

asked Roger how he would feel about February in Washington, DC.  He 

assured me that, with the Howells’ friendship and hospitality, we offer 

much more than even a Venetian palace!   

 

Pastoral care and the Wednesday Masses will be handled by our honorary 

assisting clergy and others, and the parish will continue in the extremely 

able hands of Dale Lewis (senior warden), Martha Domenico (junior 

warden), our full vestry, staff, and other volunteers.   

 

 

Roger and Geraldine Wikeley 

I view being able to take a sabbatical as an extraordinary gift—from All Souls and from God.  When I return, I will be eager 

to hear what the congregation has learned and discussed as a result of the RenewalWorks process so that we can plan and 

pray into the future.    

  John Beddingfield 

 

 



 

   

 

 

  

FAQ’s for parishioners about RenewalWorks 
and The Spiritual Life Survey 

What is the Spiritual Life Survey (SLS)? 

The SLS is an in-depth assessment of an individual 

parishioner’s spiritual beliefs and practices, including 

the Church’s role and support. Those individual 

findings – which are collected anonymously – are then 

aggregated to depict a parish-wide view. This allows the 

Vestry and Clergy to have an in-depth profile of the 

entire congregation, providing invaluable insights to 

help guide the strategic planning process. Since this 

survey was developed in 2004, it has been taken by over 

470,000 Christians, representing 17,000 congregations, in 

more than 19 denominations and non-denominational 

groups, to assess the ways in which God is working in 

their parishes.  

 

Where did this survey come from? 

It originated with a large, non-denominational church, 

and from that beginning in one congregation, has been 

used in a wide-range of churches and denominations 

with great success, providing a large database to use as 

reference. Since 2009, the survey has been customized 

by and for Episcopalians, and piloted by over 42 

Episcopal churches. 

 

Who should take the survey? 

We are asking each and all adult parishioners (age 18 

and over), connected to All Souls formally or 

informally, to take the SLS. It’s important that everyone 

possible take the survey in order to reflect the widest 

range of beliefs and practices in our community.  This 

includes everyone—those who attend infrequently, 

those who have just started, and those who have come 

for a long time.  

 

When do I take the survey? 

The survey will be conducted over three weeks, from 

September 20 until midnight on October 5. If necessary, 

we will provide laptops at church one day for those 

who do not have access to a computer. 

 
How do I take it? 

The SLS is an online survey – taken privately and 

anonymously. We hope as many parishioners as 

possible will complete the survey online to facilitate 

processing; however, if someone is unable to work with 

a computer, the SLS may be completed on paper, if you 

let the parish office know of your need.   To fill out the 

survey online, it can be completed from any computer 

with internet access. The link for parishioners will be 

posted on the main page of our website and 

alsowmailed to 4 

also e-mailed to parishioners’ e-mail address on file, if 

the church has one.  In addition, the church will be 

distributing reminder cards with the web link and 

access code. As part of protecting anonymity, it is 

impossible to relate answers back to any individual 

email address. 

 

How long does it take to complete? 

Most respondents finish the survey in 30-35 minutes, 

although it may take a bit longer for those who find the 

survey prompts reflection on spirituality and spiritual 

formation. The survey must be completed in one 

session. 

 

What if I don’t understand some of the questions or 

am not familiar with some of the language used? 

Answer as best you can, but please complete the survey. 

Given that the survey originally was used with a variety 

of denominations and many non-denominational 

churches, it’s likely you will encounter a phrase or 

description that may be different from what an 

Episcopalian may use. 

 

When do I get my results? 

Individual results are anonymous and confidential, so 

you will not receive an individual report and no one but 

you will know how you have responded to survey 

questions. SLS is not a “report card,” and there are no 

right or wrong answers. Nor is it a chance to cast blame 

on the leadership of the church. The value is the 

composite parish profile that results. 

 

When will the Church-wide results be available and 

what will be done with them? 

After the survey is completed, a group including 

Clergy, the Wardens, members of the Vestry and Staff, 

and representatives from the congregation will process 

the parish data as a whole in a series of four workshops 

during the fall. The overall survey data and workshop 

results will be shared with the parish early in 2015, and 

the process of conversation and discernment will 

continue into spring of 2015.  The goal of the process is 

to focus current programs, to strengthen what the 

community does well, and identify areas where the 

community can improve or grow. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

All Souls Sings 

From Ben Hutchens, Director of Music 
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In July, twenty-one singers from the All Souls choir and 

some new friends traveled to England.  We enjoyed the 

splendor of the British countryside by visiting Stonehenge, 

Exeter, Chester, and Wales. While the sightseeing was 

glorious, our primary purpose of traveling to England was 

to serve as the service Choir in Exeter and Chester 

cathedrals. In each cathedral, the choir sang coral evensong 

daily and choral Eucharist on Sunday morning.  Our 

friendships were strengthened, musical skills refined, and 

now, we are ready for another exciting year of great music 

at All Souls.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The choir resumes it's weekly singing schedule on 

September 7.  While each week will be filled with beautiful 

music, there are a few Sundays to note where the music 

will be extraordinary. 

 

October 19 

The Anniversary of the Dedication of All Souls Parish   

The music offered during Mass will be Johann Sebastian Bach's 

cantata "Ein feste burg ist unser Gott."   

 

November 2 

All Saints Sunday - a celebration of the lives of the departed.  

 

November 23 

Christ the King Sunday 

On this day the choir will be joined by brass ensemble.   

 

December 7  

Advent Lessons and Carols  

 

December 24 

Christmas Lessons and Carols,  7 p.m. 

First Mass of Christmas, 11 p.m.   

 

New to the music ministry of all souls this fall is the 

addition of a handbell choir. Handbell choirs 

originated in Britain in the 18th century. They were 

developed for tower ringers to practice their craft 

without disturbing the entire town.  Practices 

sessions often occurred in pubs where good food and 

drink were shared by all.  Continuing in that fine 

tradition, the bell choir at All Souls has been 

rehearsing on Tuesday evenings. We begin our time 

together with supper followed by rehearsal. At 

present, we have three octaves of handbells which 

are rung by 11 musicians.  We played in Mass for the 

first time on August 24.  Our plan is to continue with 

one musical offering every six weeks.  Anyone can 

play handbells – providing you are comfortable with 

knowing the difference between your left hand and 

your right!  No long-term commitment required, if 

you would like to give it a try, you would be most 

welcome!  Membership is open to all, if you are 

interested in singing or ringing, please be in touch 

with Ben Hutchens - music@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

At the High Altar of Chester Cathedral 

At the High Altar of Exeter Cathedral 

(L) The Largest Pipe of the Exeter Organ 

 (R) A few of All Souls’ Handbells in the Nave 



 

   

 

 

 

  
As Summer moves toward Fall, our 

buildings and grounds are 

undergoing much more than 

seasonal change.  Our barrier-free 

addition is above ground and 

progress continues.  The weedy 

side of our front yard has been 

transformed – an electrical duct box 

has been installed and mulch laid 

over most of the area.  The Garden 

Guild will have more information 

about that.  All Souls Are Green are 

working on re-lamping our 

worship area with LEDs, so watch 

for more updates from them. 

As I reorganize files, I’ve found some 

need to be kept permanently but not 

in the Parish Administrator’s office, 

so they have been turned over to 

Archives people for safekeeping.  

Two of my goals are to reduce clutter 

and improve storage space.  A new 

plan is being developed for the 

chair/table storage area next to the 

kitchen; please follow the diagram for 

returning chairs after Adult Forum or 

other gatherings.  Let me know if you 

think the new arrangement is easier 

to use and improves the functionality 

of the space.  

Thank you for your ideas and 

suggestions; we can keep in touch 

through conversation at coffee 

hour or by email at 

junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org.  

 

Martha Domenico,  

junior warden 

 
  

All Souls Are Green and the 

Garden Guild are co-sponsoring an 

event with Rock Creek 

Conservancy (RCC) on Saturday, 

September 27 at 12:00 noon.   We’ll 

begin in the Undercroft for an 

introduction to sustainable 

gardening and then it’s off to the 

Cathedral Avenue/Woodley Place 

intersection where we’ll see how it 

all comes together by planting a 

demonstration rain garden right on 

our Church property.   A nursery is 

donating the plants which will be 

native American floral species – no 

zucchini here!  For the first few 

months, it very likely will be 

necessary to use our irrigation 

system to water the garden, but 

once the plants are established, 

we’ll let Mother Nature be in 

charge and only water when 

necessary.  Ours will be the first 

rain garden RCC has coordinated at 

a place of worship.   

   

All Souls (and all of our neighbors) 

are part of the Rock Creek Watershed, 

and Rock Creek Conservancy is 

dedicated to protecting and 

revitalizing the Creek and the Park.  It 

is a 501(c)(3) organization.   The 

Conservancy will help you, too, to 

install your own rain garden if you 

have suitable space and location.  

Visit its website at 

www.rockcreekconservancy.org for 

more information about their history 

and goals.  

 

This event is open to everyone at All 

Souls, our friends and neighbors, so 

please join us – no reservations 

needed.  For more information talk 

with Tony Domenico 

(the.domenicos@verizon.net) or Terry 

Adlhock (Tadlhock@aol.com ). 

Native plant gardens provide food for native animals and 
reduce storm water runoff better than traditional lawns do. 
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Sustainable Gardening at All Souls 

All Souls are Green and the Garden Guild 

Organizing for the Future 

From the Junior Warden 



 

   

 

  A “New Thing” for All Souls 
From the Senior Warden 

It is finally occurring to me that our 

building project is going to end 

(successfully!)  in three months.  

  

I understand that All Souls had been 

discussing accessibility for a quarter 

of a century.  I don’t even know 

when our Accessibility Fund 

checking account was opened—It 

was there long before I got involved 

in all of this.  There was a feasibility 

study in 2005.  We’ve been working 

on this specific initiative since 

2009—five full years!  For the past 

two years—starting with 

Community Meetings in September 

2012, continuing through the Capital 

Campaign in late-2012 and early-
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on this specific initiative since 2009—

five full years!  For the past two 

years—starting with Community 

Meetings in September 2012, 

continuing through the Capital 

Campaign in late 2012 and early 2013, 

Ground Breaking in September 2013, 

and the real commencement of work 

in February of this year—this project 

has been the consuming focus of our 

community. 

 

So what is going to fill the void when 

this ends?  I think that Isaiah offers 

some clues. 

 

This passage from Isaiah starts with a 

remembrance of the Exodus.  We are 

coming out of this whole building 

experience with wonderful things to 

remember about the movement of God 

in our community.   

 

It certainly wasn’t clear at the outset 

that we would be able to come 

together to do this, but we did.  We 

did this for all the right reasons—the 

accessibility project is about ensuring 

that everyone is included in our 

community, it’s about really being 

open to all souls.   What we have done 

is also a very firm statement of our 

faith that God has a future for All 

Souls.   

 

 

What we did reflects the care that we 

put into the stewardship of our 

property.  When I walk into our 

sanctuary, I am grateful for what 

previous generations did at All 

Souls.  I am confident that future 

generations will be grateful for what 

we have done.   

 

I’d be lying to say there were no 

tough conversations as we worked 

through the past five years of 

preparing to build, but there is an 

immense blessing in the fact that, 

just as we were before the project 

and during the project, we are 

emerging from this project as a 

unified community more ready for 

the future than we were before. 

 

So what is the “new thing” that God 

is going to do at All Souls? “…do 

you not perceive it?”  Well, actually, 

not just yet…  Praying for that future 

and planning that future starts now. 

By the end of September, you will be 

invited to participate in completing 

the on-line RenewalWorks 

questionnaire.  RenewalWorks is 

designed to assess the spiritual 

vitality of the congregation and to 

help us discern the next steps in our 

growth.  I have no idea what we will 

learn about ourselves through 

RenewalWorks, but I’d bet that there 

are going to be some surprises.  

Please make the time to do the 

RenewalWorks questionnaire and, 

whatever you do, be in prayer about 

the “new thing” that is ahead of us! 

 

Dale Lewis, senior warden 

 

 

Thus says the Lord, who 

makes a way in the sea, a 

path in the mighty waters, 

who brings out chariot and 

horse,   army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot 

rise,  they are extinguished, 

quenched like a wick:  Do 

not remember the former 

things,   or consider the 

things of old.  I am about to 

do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not 

perceive it?   I will make a 

way in the wilderness and 

rivers in the desert.   The 

wild animals will honour 

me,   the jackals and the 

ostriches; for I give water in 

the wilderness, rivers in the 

desert, to give drink to my 

chosen people, the people 

whom I formed for myself so 

that they might declare my 

praise.  

                  - Isaiah 43: 16-21 

Father John in the Elevator Pit 
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All Souls Forward Naming Opportunities 

 Garden Patio Flagstones – $2,500 donation 

 Stones for the Garden Walls – $5,000 donation 

 Restoring and Moving Stained Glass “Gethsemane”  
Window from Sanctuary to Addition – $50,000 donation 

 Garden (oriel) Window – $50,000 donation 

 Outside Entry Portal – $75,000 donation 

 Elevator – $100,000 donation 

 New Contemplation Garden – $100,000 donation 

 

 

Generous pledges and donations to the All Souls Forward capital campaign have helped fund all of the great 

progress we’ve made so far in constructing our accessibility extension. If you’d still like to pledge or give to the 

campaign, it’s not too late, and the memorial/naming opportunities below are still available. Speak to Jeff Wells 

(jeff.wells@starpower.net), Dale Lewis (dalealewis@aol.com), or Father John (rector@allsoulsdc.org) for more 

information. 

  

Construction Photos 

Left: In the front yard of the church, the Junior Warden, Martha Domenico, supervises as cement is poured 

around the conduit which carries wiring for the new addition; Center: Construction is underway on the new 

indoor ramp in the undercroft, replacing the steps from the undercroft to the hallway containing the choir room, 

nursery, and Sunday school rooms; Right: A view of the construction site as of Friday, August 22,  including the 

mostly completed elevator shaft and firewall, the lower floor concrete slab, metal studs for the exterior walls, 

structural steel framing, and enlarged openings in the undercroft walls which will accommodate French doors 

onto the terrace/garden area. As of press time, a metal pan for the upper floor slab was being installed, to be 

followed by pouring the other floor slabs and erecting the wall framing and roof trusses. 



 

   

 
 

 

  

Book Fair Fundraiser to Benefit the ECC 

Local Outreach  

Join members of the Episcopal Center for Children 

Auxiliary Board on Sunday, September 21,  2014 from 10 

a.m. to 8 p.m. at Politics & Prose Bookstore, 5015 

Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  Twenty 

percent (20%) of your full-priced purchases on items in 

the bookstore that day will be donated to ECC.  Last 

year’s Book Fair Fundraiser in conjunction with Politics 

& Prose raised more than $1,250 and 60 books were 

donated to the ECC.   

 

On September 21, a special ECC coupon will be available 

in the bookstore. The coupons will be located both at the 

cash registers and at the ECC table located in the 

Children’s Section on the lower level of the bookstore.  A 

list of books on the ECC teachers’ wish list will also be 

available if you would like to donate a book to the 

school.  Please plan to stop by the bookstore and get an 

early start on your holiday shopping,  bring the 

youngsters to explore the Children’s section of the store, 

and grab a latte in the coffee shop also located on the 

lower level.  Off street parking is available behind the 

store and there is usually plenty of street parking on 

Connecticut Avenue on Sundays. 

Around All Souls 

Left: The All Souls Choir in rehearsal at Exeter Cathedral in Devon, England; Right: May 22, 2014 - 

Brent Blackwelder, son of the Rev. Frank Blackwelder (3rd Rector of All Souls) received an honorary 

doctorate at Virginia Theological Seminary. Father John received his Doctor of Ministry degree. 
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The Episcopal Center or Children is a non-profit, non-

denominational, private day treatment center and special 

education program for emotionally troubled children and 

their families in the greater Washington metropolitan area.   

Politics & Prose is an independent bookseller located at 

5015 Connecticut Ave., NW, so they’re almost a neighbor 

of All Souls and a wonderful place to browse and shop.   

 

Please contact Martha Domenico at (202)364-5349 or 

the.domenicos@verizon.net for questions or additional 

information. 

Martha Domenico, junior warden 

mailto:the.domenicos@verizon.net


 

   

  

Ingathering Sunday 

The Capital Hearings in Concert 

Calendar Highlights 

Rock Creek Conservancy Workshop 

Announcements 

On September 7, join us as we celebrate Ingathering Sunday! This is what’s referred to in some churches as 

Homecoming Sunday. Reunite with your church family and welcome back the All Souls choir from their 

summer break.  

Our very own Ensemble in Residence, the a cappella group The Capital Hearings, will be holding a concert here 

at All Souls on Saturday, September 27 at 8 p.m.  To purchase advance tickets for Seasons: The Capital Hearings in 

Concert, or to purchase their CD, Opening Statement, visit www.thecapitalhearings.com/buytickets.php. Tickets 

are $12 in advance or $15 at the door. 

On Saturday, September 27, at 1 p.m. in the undercroft, All Souls Are Green and the Garden Guild will be hosting 

the Rock Creek Conservancy for a workshop on a new rain garden to be installed on our property near the 

intersection of Cathedral Ave and Woodley Place.  For more information, contact Terry Adlhock, garden guild 

chair, at tadlhock@aol.com, or Tony Domenico at the.domenicos@verizon.net, or see page 6 of this issue. 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org 

and click the “Church Calendar” link. 
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St. Francis Day 

Join us on St. Francis Day, Saturday, October 4, for Evening Prayer and the 

Blessing of the Animals at 3 p.m. We gather on the front lawn of the church for 

Evening Prayer and the Blessing of the Animals.  

 

Please bring your own animal companions, as we give thanks to God for all the 

special creatures that grace our lives. The simple liturgy will provide an 

opportunity to name, recognize, and bless these friends with holy water. Those 

who have lost a beloved animal may also find this an appropriate occasion to 

bring a picture or other token of remembrance so that we might give thanks for 

departed creatures as well. 

 

Spread the word, as this is a perfect opportunity to invite friends and 

newcomers. As a treat, there will be dog and cat treats (with a note from our 

church) that will be given to those pet-owners who attend. 

Detail of The Life of St. Francis 

window at All Souls. Original 

photo © Ron Ross 2010 

  

Annual Meeting Date Change 

In a slight departure from tradition, our next Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 3, 2015.   

http://www.thecapitalhearings.com/buytickets.php
mailto:tadlhock@aol.com
mailto:the.domenicos@verizon.net


 

   

  From the Membership Database – Recent Activities 

Baptisms 
 June 29, 2014— Cameron Wilcox Craig 

 August 31, 2014 – Olivia Susan Walker 

Burials & Interments 
 May 17, 2014 –Robert N. Alfandre 

Reaffirmations 
 None as of August 21, 2014 

Marriages & Blessings 
 Donald Maurice Albert & Jimmie Milton Roberts, June 14, 2014 

 Scott John Sullivan & Setra T. Yappi, August 23, 2014 

Transfers In 
 None as of August 21, 2014 

Transfers Out 
 July 15, 2014  – William Culverhouse,  

to Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati, OH 

 

 

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

Voice: (202)232-4244  Fax: (202)232-8593 

Contact us by e-mail: 

 office@allsoulsdc.org 

 rector@allsoulsdc.org 

 vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

 music@allsoulsdc.org 

 membership@allsoulsdc.org 

Website: www.allsoulsdc.org 

 

The Vestry 

Dale Lewis, senior warden 

Martha Domenico, junior warden 

Melissa Barrett, Daniel Callis, Jen Catena Davis, 

Elaine Eaker, Jennifer Crier Johnston, Greg Lebel, 

Jonathan Nicholas, Katherine Nordal, Rick Taylor 

Terry Cain, treasurer 

Linda Mahler, registrar 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

Copy deadline for articles for the October/November 

2014 issue of The Message is Wednesday, September 

17, 2014. 

E-mail message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com with story 

ideas, questions, and comments. 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector 

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary associate 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, honorary associate 

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary associate 

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music &    

   organist 

Tyler Doherty, Jacob Pierce, seminarians 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

Natty Dayal, child care 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

Ivonne Velasquez, child care 

 
Volunteer Leadership 

Ford Chinworth, financial secretary 

Patricia Dresser, chair of the Endowment Fund Board 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, head financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   John  Beddingfield, Evelyn Duffy, Greg DuRoss,     

   Terry Cain, Leigh Harrison,  Mary Beth Howard,  

   Barry Huber, Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 
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Children & Families 
 

Look for special ways to get involved 

this year: 

 Odd Mass at 5 p.m.  

(1st & 3rd Sundays) 

 Volunteering to help with  

Sunday morning liturgy 

 Have the family sponsor & cook 

breakfast or coffee hour 

 Special programs for pre-

confirmation, first communion, 

baptism. 

 

 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:rector@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:vestry@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:music@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:membership@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/
mailto:message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingathering Sunday 

 
Reunite with church family and meet new friends! 

Please join us on September 7 

for the start of the fall church year and the return of the choir. 
 

 

The All Souls Message 
September 2014 
 
All Souls Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 


