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The search committee continues to make progress towards identifying our next rector.  

During August and the second half of July, teams of committee members have conducted 

parish visits to each of the candidates on our “list of eight.”  We have heard sermons and 

met with candidates and parishioners in three time zones, and we remain impressed with 

the quality of the candidates.   We expect to visit the last candidate the weekend of August 

27 & 28 and to hold a discernment meeting on August 30 to discuss the visits.   

 

After this meeting, we anticipate narrowing the list to about five candidates, whom we will 

invite to visit All Souls and meet with the whole committee in person.  These visits should 

occur in September and early October, with the goal of providing the Vestry with a short 

list of three by the end of that month.  Although the process seems long (it seems that way 

to us too!), we are still many months ahead of the typical timeline given to us by the 

diocese at the beginning of the process. 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank everyone who has helped the search process over the last few 

months, including especially the Vestry, an anonymous donor who significantly increased our budget, those who took the 

congregational survey or attended discernment meetings, those who shared the profile with their network of friends (and 

friends of friends), and those who have volunteered to donate frequent flyer miles for our candidate visits.  We are now in 

a position to pick a list of three excellent candidates largely through your efforts. 

 

In short, we on the search committee have access to a lot of hopeful news.  Although much of the best news must remain 

confidential for now, if you have any questions or suggestions about the process, or just want to hear personally that things 

are going well, I am available by phone at (608) 698-7785 or e-mail at lee.neel.davis@gmail.com, and I am sure the rest of the 

committee would be excited to discuss the process as well.    

        Yours in Christ,  

Lee Davis, search committee chair 

We are in a position to pick a list of three excellent candidates 

largely through your efforts. 
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Junior Warden’s 
Corner 

One of the great things about being the junior warden in 

a parish with an old building is that I got to hit the 

ground running.  When I was elected to serve, I asked 

the congregation to let me know about any issues 

concerning, or repairs needed to, the building, and All 

Souls delivered.  Over the summer we have had leaky 

faucets and valves replaced, gutters cleaned, an 

electrician’s survey, and repairs made to the air 

conditioners, the kitchen refrigerator, and the irrigation 

systems.  While we still have some larger items of 

deferred maintenance (would anyone care to donate a 

building-wide HVAC system?), it is a huge help to take 

care of the smaller problems as they arise. 

 

A donation from a generous parishioner allowed us to 

repair carpenter bee damage to the clerestory windows 

on the north side of the nave.  The repair involved, 

among other things, removing an unnecessary screen 

that was covering the Holy Spirit window at the top of 

the Mary Chapel; that window shines more brightly 

now.  The contractor also repaired and repainted the 

exterior double doors in the bell tower and on the 

Woodley Place side of the building. 

 

Many thanks to Terry Adlhock for leading the charge to 

get a shed inside the parking lot enclosure.  The shed 

will allow for safer and more secure storage of several 

items related to the garden and the gas grill.  Terry has 

also been instrumental in keeping our lawn mowed 

during the hot summer. 

 

Mountains of thanks are also due to Jennifer 

“Scissorhands” Johnston for keeping the gardens in 

shape.  Jennifer has continued to lead the Garden Guild 

as they weed, prune, and tidy the gardens, keeping All 

Souls one of the gems of the neighborhood.  The flowers 

you see on the tables at breakfast and coffee hour often 

come from our gardens, and several platters have been 

garnished with herbs growing near the French doors.  

Please consider spending a Saturday morning with the 

Garden Guild when Jennifer puts out the call! 

 

You may have noticed the absence of a call to clean the 

building for Ingathering Sunday.  We have decided to 

hold off this year and will do a big parish clean-up to 

welcome our new rector—or for Christmas, whichever 

comes first.  Let us pray for the former. 

 

Daniel Callis, junior warden 

 

Inquirers’ Classes 
Bishop Mariann will visit All Souls on December 4 of 

this year.  The occasion of a bishop’s visit offers the 

opportunity for confirmation, reception, or 

reaffirmation of baptism; Inquirers’ Classes will be 

held in the fall for anyone who wishes to participate in 

these rites.  

  

Attendance in Inquirers’ Classes should not be taken 

to mean that you have already decided to be 

confirmed or received.  Indeed, the class is appropriate 

for anyone who wishes to refresh or deepen their 

understanding of the Christian faith or the Episcopal 

tradition.  All are welcome. 

  

To be clear, the Episcopal Church recognizes all 

persons baptized with water and in the name of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost as members of the One, 

Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  In order to be a 

member of this parish, your baptism must be recorded 

in the parish records. 

  

In our tradition, confirmation is a rite in which we 

express a mature commitment to Christ, and receive 

strength from the Holy Ghost through prayer and the 

laying on of hands by a bishop. 

  

If you have been baptized and later confirmed by the 

laying-on of hands at confirmation by a bishop in 

apostolic succession (e.g., Roman Catholic, Eastern 

Orthodox) you are considered baptized and confirmed 

and may therefore be received by a bishop in the 

Episcopal Church.  You may also be received if you 

were baptized in another tradition and you have made 

an adult affirmation of faith in that tradition. 

  

If you have already been baptized and confirmed or 

received, you may be presented to the bishop for 

reaffirmation of baptismal vows.  Reaffirmation might 

be appropriate if you are returning to the church after 

a period of unbelief or if you have entered a new level 

of spiritual life. 

  

If you wish to attend Inquirers' Classes or if you have 

any questions, please contact Daniel Callis, Mother 

Elizabeth, Mother Cameron, or Sister Elena. 

 

Daniel Callis, junior warden 

 

Preparing for the Bishop’s Visit 



 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Get to Know Our Groups! 
Faith in Action 

All Souls Cares 
We are a group of volunteers who meet monthly after Sunday services for a half hour or so. Using the prayer list as 

our guide, we send notes to members of the congregation and friends who may need some encouragement. We may 

offer a prayer shawl that has been made with loving hands by the shawl ministry and blessed by our clergy (for any 

able needle workers reading this, Martha Domenico is always looking for volunteers!). Or we make calls to check on 

those who could use the sound of a friendly voice or sense of connection. We let them know that someone at All 

Souls is praying for them and wishing them well.  Our meetings are centered on the prayer found at James 5:13-20 

which begins, “Is anyone among you in trouble?  Let them pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let them sing songs of praise.” 

Our group is evolving, and we invite you to join us. We are hoping for great things with our new rector, looking for 

him/her to bless our group, enhance our prayers, and provide that extra “oomph” to inspire us as we grow and look 

for more creative ways to provide support and caring for our fellow parishioners. We also ask you to help us by 

letting us know if you are aware of individuals who may need the comfort of a note or call or visit. Otherwise we 

have no way of knowing. Just send us an email to caring@allsoulsdc.org.   

 

 

 

All Souls Women’s Group 
Now in its third year, the All Souls Women's Group gathers once a month for 

lively fellowship together. We bring our own suppers, enjoy catching up with 

one another, pray together (Lectio divina, Ignatian prayer, the spiritual practice 

of the Northumbria Community), discuss a brief reading, and share with one 

another different outreach projects. We enjoyed our first all-day Lenten retreat 

together this past spring at the Claggett Center in Buckeystown, MD (see photo 

at right). We have also committed ourselves to two outreach projects: 1) The 

Oblate Sisters of Providence in Baltimore, where we gather at the sisters' 

convent at Christmastime for a special program and bring sustainable gifts for 

their work and welfare, and 2) St. Paul's K Street Grate Patrol, where a few of 

us join a special Saturday brigade (once a month) to feed the homeless with 

coffee and brown bags of food at seventeen different locations in downtown 

Washington, D.C. Please consider joining us! New members are especially 

welcome. Our meetings are usually the second Tuesdays of the month from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. For more information, contact Mother Orens at 

eorensnoel@earthlink.net. 

 

Garden Guild 
The good news is that this summer’s rain and sun have enabled the new back 

garden to really become established. The bad news is, weeds have flourished, 

and the hostas in the front garden, usually kept under control by being in the 

shade, had grown into small trees. Despite being offered to any takers, many 

hostas still remained. So they were professionally removed, and the bed 

prepped and mulched in preparation for fall planting of controllable evergreen 

dwarf nandina; similar shrubs can be seen in the Woodley Place side garden. 

And a chipmunk has taken up residence in the back garden – his name is 

Cholmondeley (pronounced Chumley)! Help is always needed to keep our 

gardens healthy and beautiful. If you’re interested in getting involved, contact 

Jennifer “Scissorhands” Johnston (seen at left weeding the All Souls gardens) 

at jcjohnston38@msn.com. 
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Faith in Action 

Get to Know Our Groups! 

Serving All Souls 
Serving All Souls is our umbrella ministry for service and charitable outreach to our city 

and the world. Recently, we hosted a backpack drive for school children in the 

permanent supportive housing program at Housing Up (formerly Transitional Housing 

Corporation). At right is a photo of a child with a backpack given by All Souls. We 

received 15 complete backpacks and another $230 in donations. Other organizations 

Serving All Souls supports include: Heifer International, which helps alleviate poverty 

in small farming communities (see Charlie Boone); Christ House, which is a residential 

clinic for homeless men (see Jennifer Crier Johnston); Samaritan Ministry of Greater 

Washington (see Karen Lightfoot); and Cleveland and Woodley Park Village (see Linda 

Mahler). Visit http://www.allsoulsdc.org/faithinaction for more information or contact 

Melissa Barrett (mlb707@gmail.com) or Dale Lewis (dalealewis@aol.com). 

 

20s & 30s Group 
All Souls’ 20s and 30s Group is small but mighty and loves welcoming 

newcomers! This summer we started monthly Burger, Bible, and Beer/ 

Beverage socials on the back patio that have been a great success. We are 

hoping to continue these socials into the fall and would love to have any 

new 20s and 30s to the church join us! We have also had a successful 

brunch, happy hour, and taco crawl. In the fall, we look forward to 

hosting one of the after-Mass coffee hours as well as a few other service 

projects in and around the community.  Please feel free to come to any of 

our socials or events. The primary focus is to bring together like-minded 

20s and 30s from the church and community to connect over our faith 

and the chaos of being a young working adult in the DC area! For more 

information, contact  Kathryn Childers (childers.kathryn@gmail.com). 

 

Look for more of All Souls’ groups to 

be featured in future issues! 

Worship Ministries 
There are many ways to be involved with worship. Visit www.allsoulsdc.org/guilds for detailed information on each 

service area, or contact the coordinator of the service area you are interested in to volunteer or get more information. 

 

Altar Guild & Acolytes – contact Ed Perlman at (202)265-2604 or edperlman@rcn.com 

Acolytes perform ceremonial duties within the 11 a.m. Mass. The Altar Guild cares for the altar, vestments, vessels, 

and altar linens of the parish. Altar Guild members prepare the sanctuary for services and clean up afterwards. 

 

Bell Guild – contact Elaine Eaker at (301)253-8899 or eakerepi@msn.com 

The All Souls Bell Guild is a group of volunteer bell-ringers. One bell is rung as a call to worship approximately 10 

minutes before the start of each service, and a half peal is rung at the conclusion of each service. 

 

Greeters – contact Debby Kelly at (404)731-3452 or wynnegirl5@gmail.com 

Greeters are in charge of greeting everyone during coffee hour and steering newcomers to the welcome table. The 

warm welcome of an enthusiastic greeter can be the thing that keeps a visitor coming back! 

 

Lectors  – contact Pat Dresser at (703)281-0451 or pshd@verizon.net 

Lectors, or lay readers, read the lessons and prayers of the people at the 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Masses.  We have a large 

group of lectors for the 11 a.m. Mass, but could always use more help for the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 

 

Ushers – contact Al Muller at (301)657-1671 or g2mdal@aol.com 

Ushers (assigned in groups of four for the 11 a.m. Mass) greet parishioners as they enter, hand out bulletins, count 

attendance, collect the offering, and send people up to the communion rail. 

 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/faithinaction
mailto:mlb707@gmail.com
mailto:dalealewis@aol.com
childers.kathryn@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/guilds
edperlman@rcn.com
eakerepi@msn.com
wynnegirl5@gmail.com
pshd@verizon.net
g2mdal@aol.com
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During the summer, the music program at All Souls took some much needed time off in July and August.  Special 

thanks to our in-house organists, Rick Taylor and Artie Roach, for playing for Masses while the music director was 

away.  In June, before the summer break, we presented our 3rd annual Festival of Sacred Music.  In addition to our 

regular All Souls Choir, other singers from the area joined our ranks to create a 40-voice festival choir.  Each Sunday 

in June featured a choral Mass accompanied by strings, evening concerts filled our beautiful undercroft, and 

Candlelight Compline was sung in the Nave to close the day.  Thanks to the fine efforts of the All Souls 

Communications Committee, the DC community became aware of our festival and attendance at Masses, concerts, 

and Complines was full.   Music festivals are no small undertaking and truly succeed based on the contributions of 

many.  Special thanks to all of our parish for supporting this annual outreach event. 

 

The regular choir season begins on Ingathering Sunday, September 11. Our choir is comprised of a host of excellent 

volunteer singers, 3 choral scholars who are music majors at the University of Maryland, and 4 professional staff 

singers.  The choir rehearses on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. and is the service choir for the 11 a.m. Mass.   There are a 

few open places in the choir.  If you would be interested in joining your voice with ours, please be in touch with Ben 

Hutchens at music@allsoulsdc.org.   

Ben Hutchens, director of music 

 

 

Music Ministry at All Souls 
Music Notes 

Around All Souls 

Left: Former All Souls Senior Warden Pat Dresser with her twin grandsons at church in July. Church is one 

of the only intergenerational institutions left in society; Center: Members of the Belgian Boys Choir we 

hosted on July 3 help themselves to ice cream during coffee hour; Right: Julie and Dan Duriga on Grate 

Patrol serving food to the homeless in downtown D.C. 

 

  

music@allsoulsdc.org


 

   

 

 

 

  

Ingathering Sunday 

Calendar Highlights 

Announcements 

On Sunday, September 11, join us as we celebrate Ingathering Sunday! This is what is referred to in some 

churches as Homecoming Sunday. Reunite with your church family and welcome back the All Souls Choir from 

their summer break. This year, we will also offer special prayers for the 15th anniversary of the terrorist attacks 

on September 11, 2001. 

If you faithfully attend, take communion and contribute 

to the life and ministry of the parish, you're on your way 

(and thank you!), but you're not there quite yet.  We still 

need the date of your Baptism in our files for you to be 

considered a Communicant in Good Standing.  There 

are three good reasons you want to become one:   1)  We 

want to attract the best rector we can.  The number of 

Communicants in Good Standing is an important metric 

of the health and vibrancy of any Episcopal 

congregation.  Our rector candidates will, of course, be 

looking at it closely and we report that figure regularly;  

2) Communicants in Good Standing are permitted to 

vote in parish elections;  3) Most important of all, 

Baptism is one of the two great sacraments of the 

church.  We want to make sure you're baptized.  If you 

were baptized in another Christian church, that's fine.  If 

you don't know the date but know you were baptized, 

whether in the Episcopal church or another Christian 

church, we can work with that too.  And if you haven't 

been baptized yet, we can, joyfully, help with that as 

well.  Just contact the senior warden.  Thank you for 

your assistance to the parish membership secretary and 

senior warden as they update our parish roster and 

prepare for our new rector.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view the full All Souls event calendar, 

visit www.allsoulsdc.org/calendar. 
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Are You A Member of All Souls Parish? 

Bishop’s Visitation 

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde will visit All Souls on Sunday, December 4. Canon law requires every 

diocesan bishop to visit every congregation in his or her diocese at least once every three years. The canonical 

purposes of a visitation are for the bishop to examine the condition of the congregation, oversee the clergy, 

preach, confirm, preside at the Eucharist, and examine parochial records.  This is also your chance to get baptized, 

confirmed, or received by the bishop, or to reaffirm your baptismal vows. For more information on these 

sacraments and the Inquirers’ Classes we’re offering leading up to December 4, see page 2 of this issue. Please 

join us on December 4 as  we welcome Bishop Mariann to All Souls! 

The chart above is a breakdown of the member 

statuses of parishioners who regularly attend. We 

would love for the 22% who aren’t yet 

Communicants in Good Standing to work with us to 

reach the “gold standard of membership.” It may be 

as simple as providing us with your baptism date!  

www.allsoulsdc.org/calendar


 

   

 

  From the Membership Database  
(as of July 21, 2016)  

The Parish Register 

The All Souls Message 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org  • 202-232-4244 

 

Follow All Souls on Facebook & Twitter!  

http://is.gd/AllSoulsFacebook • @AllSouls_DC 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Copy deadline for articles for the October/November 

2016 issue of The Message is Monday, September 19, 

2016. Email story ideas, questions, and comments to 

office@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

The Message Staff & Editorial Review 

   Terry Cain, Daniel Callis, Evelyn Duffy, Leigh  

   Harrison, Mary Beth Howard, Barry Huber,  

   Chuck Hunter, Jeff Wells 

 

The Vestry 

Jeff Wells, senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

Daniel Callis, junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

Melissa Barrett, Ike Brannon, Jen Catena Davis,  

   Elaine Eaker, Barry Huber, Greg Lebel,  

   Jonathan  Nicholas, Heidi Rasciner , 

   Rick Taylor, vestry@allsoulsdc.org  

Terry Cain, treasurer 

Linda Mahler, registrar 

 

 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 

Visit www.allsoulsdc.org/transition for more 

information on our transition and rector search process. 

Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator 

     Email office@allsoulsdc.org about announcements,    

     calendar questions, altar flower requests, giving  

     statements, online giving, etc. 

Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music  

   Email music@allsoulsdc.org with questions about the  

   choir and music program. 

Moises Flores, Sunday sexton 

 

Volunteer Clergy 

Rev. Elizabeth Orens, Rev. Cameron Soulis,  

   Rev. Elena Thompson, O.P.A., Rev. Christopher  

   Worthley, honorary assistants 

 
Volunteer Lay Leadership 

Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus 

Terry Horan, financial secretary 

Barry Huber, membership secretary 

   Email membership@allsoulsdc.org with address  

   changes & transfer requests 

Jim Lewis, chair of the endowment fund board 
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Baptisms 
 July 24, 2016 – Amzi Catena Davis, Daughter of Jen & Lee Davis 

 

Transfers Out 
 John Munford Montgomery, II, Kelly Vielmo, Cardel Jack 

Montgomery-Vielmo, Raine Kelly Montgomery-Vielmo, & Ravyn 

Edith Montgomery-Vielmo to Christ Church, Washington Parish, 

Washington, DC 

 

 

 

 

 
Are you on our email list? 

 

Don’t miss out on important 

announcements from All Souls! 

If you’re not already on our 

email list, sign up at 

https://is.gd/ASC_Email. 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/
http://is.gd/AllSoulsFacebook
http://www.twiter.com/AllSouls_DC
mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:vestry@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/transition
mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:music@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:membership@allsoulsdc.org
https://is.gd/ASC_Email


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The All Souls Message 
September 2016 
 
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church 

2300 Cathedral Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20008-1505 

 

Ingathering Sunday is September 11 
 

 


