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FROM THE RECTOR: COME LET US ADORE (PART 2) 
 

In the past several days the Church celebrated another of the great feasts of the Christian 

year, the Feast of the Epiphany, which remembers the adoration of the infant Jesus by the 

three kings “from the East” and, by extension, the revelation of his identity to the world at 

large. They brought precious gifts and, just as we now bring our pledges and offerings, gave 

from their bounty not for reward, or services rendered, or even to meet an asking budget, but 

purely for adoration of the divine. 
 

As I remarked during our parish’s weekday Masses this past week, the feast of the Epiphany 

is also a time each year when I remember the necessary relationship between faith and 

science.  These kings, these “wise ones,” were astronomers of their day, men who looked to 

the movements of the stars and heavenly bodies not just for rational understanding but also 

for deeper meaning and inspiration.  So, in a sense, their adoration began with the natural 

world and led them to the savior of its people. 
 

And so we are very much surrounded this season by echoes of the importance of adoration in 

our spiritual lives. 
 

There are many ways to adore our Saviour, but one of the principal ways is in the celebration 

of the Eucharist. Of course the Eucharist invites a variety of spiritual postures and 

opportunities, but among them is certainly the opportunity to adore.  Adoration is one of the 

reasons that we approach the Eucharist with such care and intention. The celebration of the 

Eucharist is, for most of us, the principal (the only?) time in our week when we stop and 

focus all our attention on the hope and promise and reality of Christ among us. 
 

Different priests bring different emphases to their leadership of the Eucharistic celebration 

and mine is very much rooted in adoration. Some of you have probably noticed, for example, 

that I do not use a book stand to hold the Missal from which I read the Mass at the altar.  To 

me, the book stand distracts from the central symbols of the sacrament: the bread and the 

cup.  Likewise, I “set the table” completely during the offertory which, for me as principal 

celebrant, is a way to more fully unite the gifts and participation of the people with the 

sacramental symbols.  And I extend the time I take to elevate those symbols during the 

Eucharistic Prayer — out of a posture of adoration. This Sunday we also begin using a larger 

piece of “bread,” the host, out of my desire to give prominence to this central symbol and 

balance its size with that of the cup.  All of these seemingly small tweaks to our Eucharistic 

celebration add up and are rooted in a spirit of reverence for the sacrament that I 

know we all share.  “O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.”  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep an eye on www.allsoulsdc.org/transition for more information as it becomes 

available, and for upcoming events and activities. 

Dinner with the Rector 
 

As we settle into the rhythm of life with a new Rector, 

we hope you will join Father Jadon and small groups of 

fellow parishioners for some purely social time to get to 

know one another better. Sign up online at 

www.allsoulsdc.org/transition. You may also sign up at 

church in the New Narthex on Sundays (at which time 

the online sign-up will be temporarily disabled). 
 

Reading with the Rector 
 

Beginning in late January we will embark together on a series of all-parish 

readings and discussions. A schedule is forthcoming. We will begin with the  

J. Newell book, below. Please find these books in whatever format you prefer at 

your favorite bookseller. 
 

Listening for the Heartbeat of God:  

A Celtic Spirituality  

by John Phillip Newell (1997) 

 

The Great Spiritual Migration:  

How the World’s Largest Religion is 

Seeking a Better Way to Be Christian  

by Brian D. McLaren (2016) 

 

 
 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/transition


OPEN DISCUSSIONS/FORUMS IN JANUARY . . . To help our new Rector's transition, in lieu 

of regular Adult Forums we will take the opportunity to gather on Sundays for 

discussion around certain areas of our parish life.  These meetings are open to all who 

are interested: 
 

Jan 8:    Endowment Board Discussion, 12:45 p.m., Conference Room 

Jan 15:  Parents of Children and Youth, 10 a.m., Conference Room 

Jan 15:  All Souls Cares, 12:45p.m., Conference Room  

Jan 22:  Parish Financial Update, 10 a.m., Undercroft 

Jan 29:  Regular Adult Forums Resume, 10 a.m., Undercroft 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, Doug Gold, Julia 

Gutierrez, José (Cheo) Hernandez, Fred Jordan, Alice Kane, Susan Morrison, Mike 

Pond, Joe Threadgill, Cathy Van Tran, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray also for those in 

Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil, & our armed forces on active duty 

 . . . Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names stay on for one month, unless the 

person submitting the name contacts the office to request continued prayers.   

 

2017 STEWARDSHIP . . . Stewardship pledges are still being accepted for 2017 – visit 

www.allsoulsdc.org/donate to download a pledge card or submit your pledge via web 

form. The Vestry will meet at the end of January to finalize the 2017 budget, so if you 

intend to pledge for this year, please submit your pledge ASAP. 

 

THE LOVE AND SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH . . . are extended to the family of parishioner 

Ed Able, who died on December 23, 2016. A memorial service for Ed will be held at All 

Souls on Saturday, February 11 at 11 a.m. Details are available at www.edablejr.com. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of Ed, for his family, and for all who mourn. 

 

DEDICATIONS . . . The flowers on the main altar are given to the greater glory of God 

and in thanksgiving for the life of Melissa Catherine Brannon . . . the flowers in the 

Mary Chapel are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for the life and baptism 

of Eleanor W. Martin, from her parents Josie & Melissa.  

 

ENDOWMENT GRANT APPLICATIONS . . . Applications for grants from the All Souls 

Endowment Board are available from the parish office or at allsoulsdc.org/endowment. 

Grant requests are due in the office by February 12. Grants may be made for ministry, 

mission, or capital improvements. If there are any questions, please contact Jim Lewis, 

Endowment Board Chairman. 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/donate
http://www.edablejr.com/


JANUARY 8, 2017:  THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child Care Available;  

Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass; 

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Endowment Board Meeting, conf. room, 12:45 p.m.; 

A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m.;  

Cleveland & Woodley Park Village Board Meeting, undercroft, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Capital Hearings Rehearsal, 

undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Capital Hearings Recording Session, robing room/conference room/rector’s 

office, 9 a.m. 

Liturgical Ministers for January 8, 2017 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Marcia Anderson, (T1) Mark Porter, (T2) Mark Hoffman, 

(Book) Barry Huber, (CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Rob Gibbs 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Jeff Wells 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Elwood Gibson 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Nancy Aherne, (PP) Scott Yeomans; 

11 a.m. (OT) Josie Martin, (NT) TBD, (PP) Choir of All Souls 

Ushers: Tracy Self, Richard Self, Susie Bruninga, Ike Brannon 

Breakfast: Loaves & Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Josie Martin, Melissa Meyers, & Ellie Martin 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Jadon D. Hartsuff, Rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. Elena 

Thompson, OPA, The Rev. Christopher Worthley, Honorary Assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, Director of Music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, Parish Administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; 202-232-4244 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  
 

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/ASC_Email. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


