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FINDING WISDOM THROUGH FOOLISHNESS 

 

On January 6, the church celebrated the Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The 

Epiphany refers to the realization that Christ is for all people, not just the Jews, but 

everyone.  This is exemplified in the Gospel, which tells the story of the wise men who 

journey from the East, looking for the child who has been born to be “king of the 

Jews.”  Though King Herod wants the wise men to let him know where the baby has 

been born, the wise men listen to a dream and are smart enough to leave Bethlehem by 

a different route and avoid the King altogether. 

 

The wise men find Jesus, and in so doing, they find wisdom, ultimately.  But along the 

way, they must have seemed foolish to others.  What kind of “wise men” would leave 

their homes and follow a prophecy?  What kind of people would follow a star to a 

small town, and then follow it right into a manger on a back street?  What kind of 

wisdom is it that leads someone to bring costly gifts and lay them at the feet of a little 

baby?  What kind of wise men would deliberately defy the request of the king?   

 

Tradition says they were called Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, though we really 

don’t know what their names were.  But we do know something about their wisdom.  

Though they may have been astrologers, magicians, or the scientists of their day, the 

wise men gain wisdom precisely when they risk looking foolish.  Even though this is a 

common theme in many of the scriptures, it’s something that most of us forget, or at 

least, if you’re anything like me, it’s something that’s hard to do.  It’s hard to look 

foolish or admit that we don’t have all the answers.  It’s hard to admit we don’t know 

where we’re going—just imagine trusting that God was leading us with a star!  It’s 

sometimes very hard to turn to God and admit that we’ve run out of ideas, out of 

words, out of options.  The wise men reportedly give gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

But they also seem to give a part of themselves—they give their attention, their 

humility, their trust, and a bit of their love. May we learn their kind of wisdom this 

season.  [Reprinted from a previous Epiphany article by Father Beddingfield, who is on 

sabbatical through February.] 

 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Attendance last Sunday at 8:30 a.m.: 22; at 11 a.m.: 120 . . . 

Pledge offerings for January 4: $8,088; plate: $513.06; online giving: $2,768. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Vicki Lowe, Sherman Frentzen, Howard Menaker, 

Michael Crowe, Susan Kindregan, Betty Mabon, Margie Banks DeYoung, Tom Bethell, 

Irene Butcher, Joe Priester, David Gariff, Edward Weber & family, Noah MacMillan, 

Grace Lee, Oscar Longalong, Jim Houghton, Reggie Harrington, Daelon Johnson, Tim 

& Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, Bertha 

Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay Walsh, Louise 

Lusignan, Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Jennie 

R., Walter G. Acham, Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta Prescott, Julia 

Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, Margaret 

Child, Joe Threadgill, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter 

Hollis, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, & Chip Meyers, and for the 

repose of the souls of Bill Dinsmore and Margaret Houghton.  Pray also for those in 

Foreign Service & overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, 

Timothy Zlatich, & our armed forces on active duty.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers on the main altar today are given by Thomas Mabon to 

the glory of God and in memory of Philip Leonard . . . With the exception of Lent, 

when there are no altar flowers, dedications are available for the main altar, the Mary 

Chapel, and the sanctuary candle each Sunday. For more information or to request 

flowers, visit http://is.gd/AllSoulsFlowers. 

 

TASTE AND SEE: GUIDANCE FOR PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE . . . During January, Father 

Smith will lead an exploration of several ways of meditative prayer in which passages 

of scripture can become sources of inner nourishment for the heart rather than 

intimidating ‘texts.’  Guidance will be offered for trying this kind of praying ‘at home.’  

In addition, some copies of Father Smith’s widely used guidebook The Word is Very 

Near You are available for purchase ($10 may be put in the collection plate during 

worship or in the box next to the books in the undercroft).   

 

ENDOWMENT GRANT REQUEST DEADLINE IN TWO WEEKS. . . The Board and Vestry are 

especially eager to receive grant requests from organizations or efforts with which 

parishioners volunteer or have direct connections. Applications for grants from the All 

Souls Endowment Fund for 2015 are available in the parish office and online at 

http://is.gd/AllSoulsEndowment. Applications are due by January 23, 2015.  

 

http://is.gd/AllSoulsFlowers


WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Please join us Tuesday, January 20, at 6:30 p.m. for a 

candlelight dinner, Evening Prayer and a discussion of an excerpt from Jeremy 

Taylor’s Holy Dying (hard copies are found on the welcome table in the undercroft). 

Please bring a contribution for our dinner (fruit, appetizer, entree, vegetable dish, 

salad, or dessert). We will meet in the conference room as usual—down the hall from 

the parish office. All are welcome to these meetings, especially newcomers. Please 

contact Rev. Elizabeth Orens (eorensnoel@earthlink.net) if you have any questions.  

 

RENEWALWORKS AT ALL SOULS . . . RenewalWorks offers us a way to assess the spiritual 

vitality of our congregation as a means of sharpening our focus on spiritual growth 

and identifying ways that God is calling us to grow. The first step in the process, the 

Spiritual Life Inventory, took place in October.  All Souls surpassed the average response 

rate for the survey with a whopping 76% of parishioners completing the questionnaire!  

Since that time, a committee has been looking at the results of your reflections and 

insights with the aim of getting the data down to the essentials of our life as a parish. 

The focal point has been the information you offered in the survey about what you 

think is important to you in the life of the church and whether you feel that we are 

meeting those expectations at All Souls. We have prayerfully considered your 

responses and condensed them to a few key areas that seem to stand out as areas for us 

to develop as a parish, but we need your further input in order to make sure that 

we’ve got it right.  So the Vestry has asked that we hold a few gatherings to tell you 

what we think we see in the data and to ask for your further insights and clarifications. 

We are holding three sessions in order to maximize opportunities for interested 

parishioners to join in the conversation.   Join us Saturday, January 24 at noon (we’ll 

provide a light lunch), Sunday, January 25 at 1:30 p.m. (we’ll provide a light lunch), or 

Wednesday, January 28 at 6:30 p.m. (we’ll provide a simple dinner). We’ll offer you a 

brief overview of what the committee found in the survey results and then ask you 

whether you think we got it right, what it means, and what steps we take as a parish to 

address these in the coming months and years. We have been truly impressed with the 

depth of the information you gave us in the survey and we need your help as we move 

forward in faith and fellowship.  We hope you’ll try to join us for this second phase of 

our RenewalWorks journey. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, January 11 

through January 17, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 942, “Week of 1 

Epiphany.” One can also follow in English or Spanish with the Mission of St. Clare: 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/January/ritei/cal.html. 

 



JANUARY 11, 2015:  THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Sunday 

 
 

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.;  

High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care provided;  Breakfast in the undercroft, 

following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;  

Adult Forum: “Praying with Scripture,” undercroft, 10 a.m.;  

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m.  

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday  

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m. 

Thursday All Souls Writing Group, conference room, 6:30 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Ordination of Tyler Doherty to the transitional diaconate in Pennsylvania  

Liturgical ministers for the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11 a.m. CR1- Katherine Nordal,  T1- Mark Hoffman, T2- Will Coley,  

Book- Martha Domenico, CR2- Barry Huber, TR- Mike McGee 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Sharon Nuskey Ford 

Greeters: Greg DuRoss, Sharon Nuskey Ford, Terry Horan 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Leigh Harrison, (NT) Peter Laugesen, (PP) Scott Yeomans;  

11 a.m. (OT) Larry Sturgeon, (NT) Terry Adlhock, (PP) Josie Martin 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand;  

11 a.m. Caroline Mottur, Susie Bruninga, Ike Brannon, Bill Miller 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Josie Martin, Melissa Meyers, & Ellie Martin 

 
ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


